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PREFACE 



THE TRANSLATOR. 



The Work now offered to the English reader 
exhibits a complete vievtr of the antiquities^ 
manners, customs, religious ceremonies, laws, 
arts, and literature of ancient Greece, at the 
period of its greatest splendour. A know- 
ledge of these has hitherto been only attain- 
able by a laborious perusal of writers who 
have been little solicitous to join entertainment 
with instruction. The Travels of Anacharsis, 

r 

on the contrary, are so written, that the reader 
may frequently be induced to imagine he is 
perusing a work df mere amusement, Ibven- 
tion, and fancy j till his eye glances to the 
bottom of the page, when be perceives there 
is scarcely a sentence, and not a single fact or 
circumstance, but is supported by the aup 
thority of some anciait author. The great 

VOL. I. B 
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ii TRilNSLATOR'S PREFACE. 

number of these quotations may, perhaps, 
at first sight, seem to have been unnecessary, 
and to have more the appearance of a pa- 
rade of erudition, than to be of any real 
utility : but it is to be remembered that, at 
the same time that they must be highly 
acceptable to the man of real learning, by 
enabling him to refer^Iicb mediately to the 
original author, they are ei^emely useful, 
nay, I maysay, absolutely necessary, even to 
such readers as can never be supposed to have 
any intention to consult the authorities quoted ; 
as they clearly show that such an idea, or such 
a circumstance, is not merely a decoration, 
or the offspring of the fancy of the author, 
but immediately taken from some ancient 
writer, and therefore perfectly accordant to 
the general scope and plan of the work. 

A summary of the history of Greece for 
the same period is likewise given, in which the 
same novelty of plan is* consistently preserved. 
In the private letters which pass between 
Anarcfaarsis and his friends^ relative to the 
designs of Philip of Macedon, and the pro- 
gress of that ambitious and subtle politician 
in his attempts, which ultimately proved but 
too successful, to overturn the liberty of 
Greece, and render himself its sovereign, the 
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TRA^fSLATOR'S PRfiTACE. iii 

circumstances are selected with great judg- 
ment and delicacy : they are precisely such 
as may be supposed to have been the popular 
topics of the day among the giddy multitude 
of Athens ; and many of them will be i^und 
new even to such persons as are already to- 
lerably acquainted with the history of that 
period. This is indeed a merit which pervades 
the whole work. The iMvdty of the plan 
might have been an apology for the introduc- 
tion of common'-place facts and trite anec- 
dotes : but though it was impossible, consis- 
tent with the nature of the design, not to give 
many which nmst be famiGar to those who are 
at all acquainted with the Grecian history and 
antiquities, yet it is certain there are still very 
many which willbe found new by those whose 
knowledge of these subjects deserves not tabe 
termed superficial. 

As I liave spoken of the noveky of the 
plan, it may not be improper to mention what 
has already been said on that subject, as it 
will afford an opportunity to introduce the* 
account which the Abb6 has bimsdf given of 
the origin of his design^ and wfaidi may be 
considered as a proper supplement to his 
advertisement that immediately follows this 
preface. 

B 2 
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In one of the most respectable of the pre- 
sent periodical publications, the author of an 
extremely judicious critique on the original of 
this work had hinted the " possibility that the 
learned author of Anacharsis had taken the 
hint of his plan from the suppressed but excel- 
lent Athenian Letters; a work very little 
known, because never (properly speaking) 
published. It consists o^ the imaginary cor- 
respondence of a set of Greek gentlemen, the 
contemporaries of Socrates, Pericles, and 
Plato; but was in reality the actual corre- 
spondence of a society of ingenious persons, 
of the uniirersity of Cambridge; who, in this 
assumed mode, communicated to each other 
the result of their researches into ancient his- 
tory ; and produced the best commentary on 
Thucydides that ever was written. At length, 
the number of their letters became so con- 
siderable, that, to prevent the trouble of tran- 
scribing them for the use of the Society, it was 
resolved to print about a dozen copies ; which 
Was accordingly done by Bettenham^ in four 
octavo volumes, 1741*.*' 

The Abb6 Barthelemy having seen this in 
France, wrote a letter in consequence to M. 

• Monthly Review, Appendix to Vol. Ixxxi. 
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TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE. v 

Dutens, a respectable foreign gentlemaD re- 
siding in London, in which he assures him 
that " it was not till after the publication of 
his work that he heard of the Athenian Letters; 
and that chance alone gave him the idea of 
it/' He adds, " I travelled into Italy in 1755 : 
the appearance of this beautiful country made 
me regret its ancient glory ; and I was con- 
tinually transporting myself to that period of 
the revival of letters and the arts, when each 
city should grow proud with the prosperity of 
the former, and ornament itself with the pro- 
ductions of the latter; the Medici, the Ursinij 
the Famesi, the House of Este, and other petty 
sovereigns, hitherto divided by separate in- 
terests, should emulate each other in drawing 
to their courts both amusement and talents. 
These pleasing visions so often presenting 
themselves to my imagination, I thought it 
might be possible to embody thejit, in sup- 
posed travels through Italy, toward the reign 
of Leo X. I reflected for some time on this 
project ; and then perceived it would engage 
me in inquiries too remote from those which 
had hitherto occupied my attention. The 
history of the Greeks just then suddenly 
offering to my view a more extended, and 
still more dramatic scene, I eagerly embraced 
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it; and at my return from Italy, in 1757, 
began the Travels of Anacharsis^/' 

I have yet to say a word or two of the 
translation. I have, in general, been rather 
solicitous to give the meaning of the original 
faithfully and accurately, than to be minutely 
nice in my language and style. At the same 
time, I have not been unmindful of endea- 
vouring, at least, to make my author speak 
good English, and untainted, as much as may 
be, v^ith foreign idiom ; but I am far from 
having sufficient vanity to suppose that from 
the latter of these defects my version is entirely 
free. The difficulty of translation is best 
known to those who have most frequently at- 
tempted to render what has been written in 
one language into another ; nor to those who 
have seldom been so employed can the dif- 
ficulties by which this species of composition 
is surrounded, be distinctly known. Unfaith- 
fulness to the author on the one hand, and cor- 
ruption of idiom on the other, are the Cha- 
rybdis and Scylla of translators. Different 
nations not only use different words and ex- 
pressions to signify the same thing, but have 

* See on the same subject the Memoirs of the life of M. 
Barthelemy, &c. written by himself, prefixed to this edition. 
Memoir III. 
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TRANSLATOR'S PREFACB. fii 

difierent modes of thinluDg on the same sub- 
ject. The ardour and vivacity of our sanguine 
neighbours frequently appear unnatural^ and 
even ridiculous, to our more phlegmatic 
countrymen. Metaphors authorized by cus- 
tom, the great arbiter in every question of 
this kind, may appear proper, and even 
elegant, in one language; when in another, to 
which they are novelty, they would be 
esteemed harsh, forced, and inadmissible; 
and great is the perplexity frequently oc- 
casioned to the translator by such figures: if 
he admits the metaphor, he offends by risking 
an expression unusual, harsh, and in some 
sense chargeable with foreign idiom; if he 
entirely neglects it, he enfeebles the language; 
and if he substitutes another, more agreeable 
to tlje genius of his own tongue, it may be 
alleged that he has not kept sufficiently close 
to the expression of his author. I'he French 
language frequently indulges in such figura- 
tive expressions: the sentimental ardour of 
the nation continually produces a style which 
to an English reader will appear to border on 
inflation and bomba/st. There is certainly 
much less of this style in the present work 
thw in many others in that langtiage; be- 
cause the autlK>r having formed his taste on 
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the correct an4 chaste models of antiquity, 
has given less into it : but still the genius of 
the language will occasionally display itself, 
and the translator find reason to exclaim — 

Nobis non licet esse tarn dissertis. 

But without pursuing this discussion far- 
ther, I shall proceed to what is of more im- 
portance to the reader who seeks for infor- 
mation — the care that has been taken to 
present him with a faithful and accurate 
version. The translator, though he has be- 
stowed the utmost attention to perform pro- 
perly this part of his task, does not mean 
arrogantly to afiSrm that he has committed no 
mistakes. If such should be discovered, let 
the wide field, which the work embraces, be 
taken into consideration ; it includes ahnost 
every art, and the whole circle of ancient 
literature: to assert that no error has been 
committed in the expression or the proper 
technical terms relative to these, could only 
display the presumptuous conceit of igno- 
rance. 

As custom has bestowed on languages dif- 
ferent metaphors, so also has it furnished some 
with terms more apposite than others perhaps 
possess. The French expression, place pub- 
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liquCy used to signify the place which was at 
once the market, and that in which the people 
met to converse, and assembled to deliberate 
on public affairs, appears to me preferable to 
the term forum^ by which I have rendered it, 
and which has been adopted from the Rp- 
mans, who employed it to express the same 
kind of place; but it seems scarcely applied 
with propriety when we are speaking, of a 
Grecian city. The word tribune^ likewise, 
which the French employ to signify the pul- 
pit or gallery from which the orators ad- 
dressed the people, is to be preferred to the 
word rostrum^ which I have used to avoid cir- 
cumlocution. This, like the former, is of Latin 
origin : the Romans indeed always used it in 
the plur&l (rostra ) ; and I should have written 
it so, had I spoken of that which stood in the 
Roman forum : but it is more familiar than 
the word suggestumj which indeed might have 
been more proper, and is to be found in 
our English dictionaries, where the latter is 
not. 

The French measures in the work and in 
the tables I have carefully reduced to EngUsh. 
The- leagues I have given as they stood, be- 
cause the difference between them and a 
measure of three English miles, is too little to 
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deserve notice. But it may not be improper 
to mention here, that the league of 2500 toises, 
used by M. Barthelemy in this work, is longer 
than three English statute miles by 48 yards, 
3 feet, 3 inches. Where an odd number of 
toises has been added to the leagues, I have 
generally reduced them to the half, quarter, or 
some fraction of the league ; but if more ac- 
curacy should be required, it may always be 
obtained by referring to the tables at the end 
of the work, for the value of the stadia, &c. in 
French and English measures. Some of the 
reductions into English yards, feet, &c. in the 
first volumes, differ a little from those given in 
the tables ; because I then used the propor- 
tion given by Mr. Graham, in vol. xlii. of 
the Philosophical Transactions, accdrding to 
which the French foot is to the English as 1 14 
to 107, or equal to 12,785 inches English : 
but in reducing the tables, I have made use 
of a later and more correct proportion, given 
in the Philosophical Transactions, vol. Iviii. 
page 325, by the late Astronomer Royal, 
Dr. Maskelyne; who, on occasion of the men- 
suration of a degree of latitude in North 
America, applied to that excellent astronomer 
M. de la Lande, who sent him from Paris 
two toises exactly adjusted to the standard of 
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those made use of by Messrs. de la Condamine 
and Bouguer in the measure of a degree of 
latitude in Peru; from the mean length of 
which it appeared that the French toise con- 
tains 767>344 English inches. The French 
weights I have computed from the proportion 
of the French and English grains, as given by 
M. Barthelemy himself. 

In the quarto volume, the maps alone may 
be considered as a new and valuable work. 
The introductory observations by which they 
are accompanied, prove the labour and care 
that the compiler of them, M. Barbi6 du Bos- 
cage, has used to render them more accurate 
than any thing of the kind that has hitherto 
appeared. The translator has endeavoured 
to bestow equal care to give the names of 
places correctly, as they are found in ancient 
authors. There is scarcely a single town, the 
name of which has not been sought for 
and examined in Strabo, Paus^nias, or 
Pliny. 

I shall here conclude my address to the 
reader and the critic, and submit to the at* 
tention of the one and the candour of the other, 
a work, which, unless I am mistaken, is equal 
to any that France has for many years past 
produced, and the excellencies of which may 
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perhaps make the defects of the translation 
pass unnoticed. 



With respect to the additions and emend- 
ations made in this new edition, the reader is 
referred to the Advertisement of the French 
editors of the last Paris edition, which fol- 
lows this preface. It will be suflScient to say 
that the whole work has been carefully revised 
after that edition, which was prepared for the 
press by M. Barthelemy himself, though his 
death prevented it from being published under 
his inspection ; and that all the insertions and 
corrections have been made in their proper 
places. 

The Atlas has been entirely re-engraved 
after the new French plates of the corrected 
edition, and is very considerably superior in 
point of execution to that of the former edi- 
tions either English or French. It is to be 
observed, however, that the new large map (of 
Greece and the Grecian Colonies) critical ob- 
servations on which compose so large a part 
of the quarto volume, has never been publish- 
ed in France, and consequently is not to be 
found in the Atlas of the present English edi- 
tion: But the account given of it in the 
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quarto volume contaius so much valuable geo- 
graphical information, that it could not with 
any propriety be omitted. Besides, when it 
shall make its appearance, it will be engraved 
without delay to complete the maps illustrative 
of this work. 

W. BEAUMONT. 

HaxtoH, September 17, 1806. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 



FRENCH EDITORS, 



THE LAST OR FOURTH FRENCH EDITION. 



M. Barthelemy had prepared a fourth 
edition of this work which he proposed to 
publish himself, when literature, the sciences, 
and his friends were deprived of him by death, 
on the 30th of April, 1795, in the eightieth 
year of his age. This edition we now present 
to the public from a copy of that of 1790, in 
which he had written with his own hand, a 
great number of corrections and addi- 
tions. 

The CORRECTIONS are too numerous to 
be pointed out here. They are of two kinds, 
one of which relates merely to the style and 
expression, and the other, to errors with re- 
spect to &cts, names, and dates^ which had 
escaped the attention of M. Barthelemy, and 
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in the examination and rectification of which 
he had been employed to the end of his in- 
dustrious life. 

Among the additions will be found an 
excellent memoir by the late M. Marie tte, on 
the Plan of a Grecian House ^ in a note to the 
chapter on the Houses and Entertainments of 
the Athenians^ which Barthelemy regretted he 
had not inserted in the preceding editions. — 
Several other insertions, more or less con- 
siderable, will be found in the course of the 
work, particularly in the chapters on the 
Olympic Games^ on Education^ on Argolis^ on 
Socrates^ on Happiness^ &c. Three new Tables 
are also added to the twelve of the former 
editions, viz. a Table of the Attic Months; 
another, of the Tribunal and Magistrates of 
Athens; and a third, of the Grecian Colonies. 

These new Tables have been drawn lip at 
the desire and according to the ideas of M. 
Barthelemy, by one of his friends and col- 
leagues of the Academy of Inscriptions. The 
Tables of illustrious Men in the fomaqr edi- 
tions were compiled by the same author^ who 
in this has corrected them, enlarged them by 
about one half, and made other improvements 
which are suflficiently pointed out in the ad- 
vertisement, by which they are preceded, in 
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fine he has revised and corrected the first 
Table, that of the Epochs^ with all the atten- 
tion which a subject so difficult and impor- 
tant requires. 

The Atlas to this edition will be found to 
be much more worthy of the work it is in^ 
tended to illustrate. M. Barbi6 du Socage^ 
author of that of the preceding editions, has 
revised it with the greatest care, enlarged it 
with nine new plates, and spared no labour to 
improve it conformably to all the new infor- 
mation relative to Greece which he has been 
able to procure since the publication of the 
former. We are hkewise indebted to him for 
a Table of Comparative Geography^ in i«^hich 
he has annexed to the ancient names of the 
places mentioned in the work and in tbo 
maps, those by which they are known at the 
present time. 

When we say that this Atlas, consisting of 
forty plates^ one of which (the General Map of 
Greece and the Grecian Colonies*) is on a whole 
sheet of large eagle paper, is engraved by M. 
M.Tardieu, jun. and Pillement,we sufficiently 
vouch for the superiority of its execution. 

We have prefixed to this edition Three 

* This map, as has beenr observed, has neyer been pab« 
lished. 

VOL. I. € 
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XTui ADVERTISEMENT, ^c. 

Memoirs of the Life^ and relative to some of the 
Works of John James Barthelemy^ zmtten by 
himself in 1792 and 1793. The author did 
not intend them for the press, but we were of 
opinion that the public would read with plea- 
sure and interest the narrative in which so 
celebrated a writer relates to his family and 
his friends the principal circumstances c^ his 
life, with that simplicity and candour which 
formed the basis of his character. 

As it cannot but be highly agreeable to 
all who cultivate literature and the sciences 
to contemplate the features and characteristic 
countenance of so distinguished a writer as 
M. Barthelemy, we have embellished this edi- 
tion with his portrait, designed from life, and 
engraved by M. Saint Aubin. 
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MEMOIRS 

OF 

THE LIFE, 

AND 

RELATIVE TO SOME OP THE WORKS^ 

OP 

J. J. BARTHELEMY. 

Written by UmMlf in 17M and 17tS. 



MEMOIR I. 
In this inaction to which my misfortunes 
and the course of events have reduced me, 
retired to an abode*, where the image of 
the greatest virtues may well assuage the 
impression of the severest pains, I propose 
• to give a narrative, summarily, and without 
ostentation, of the principal incidents of my 
life. 

Formerly the materials which I am about 
to collect, might have been useful to the 

* In the apartBientawigned him by Madame deChoised 
in her house. 

C 3 
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Perpetual Secretary of the Academy of In- 
scriptions and Belles Lettres, when appointed 
to make the historical eulogiuni of each of 
the members of that body ; they might have 
been useful to such historians as Father 
Niceron, who, when compiling the history 
of literary persons, collect even their most 
trifling productions^ and record their most 
indifferent actions : they may at any rate be 
consulted with utility, by those who in foreign 
countries employ themselves on the subjects 
which I have treated, because they may be 
found to contain some useful notices. I say, 
in foreign countries, for this kind of litera- 
ture may be considered as absolutely lost in 
France. 

Some celebrated authors, such as M. Huet, 
have left tis an account of their actioni^ 
and their writings : they had claims to per- 
petuate the remembrance of them, Und to 
interest posterity. As for me, I have no 
other motive than to consume some of those 
moments which now pass away with so much 
heaviness. I shall leave this production 
of my dotage to my nephews, regretting 
that I hare nothing to leave tbem of mere 
real value. 
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. My family has long been settled at Au? 
bagne, a handsome small town, situate ber 
tween Marseilles and Toulon. Joseph Bar- 
thelemy, my father, who enjoyed an easy 
fortune, married Magdeleine Rastit, t^e 
daughter of a merchant at Cassis, a small 
neighbouring port, where trade was then very 
flourishing. During a visit which my mother 
made to her relations, she was brought to bed 
of me, on the 20th of January, 17 J6. I was 
soon after conveyed to Aubagne, where I 
passed my infancy. 

At the age of four years, I lost my mother, 
who was still very young. Those who knew 
her, have described her to me as a woman 
of talents and wit. I had not the happiness 
to profit by her example; but I had more 
than once the melancholy pleasure of weep- 
ing for her. My father, who was inconso- 
lable, took me every day, morning and 
evening, by the band, during the stay we 
made in the country, and led me to a soli- 
tary place. There he. made me sit down 
by him, and dissolving into tears, bade me 
weep for the tenderest of mothers. This 
affecting scene, which for a long time was 
irequently repeated* made on my heart im 
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impression so profound, that it has never been 
e£faced. 

My mother had left two sons and two 
daughters. Nevet was family more united, 
or more attached to its duties. My father 
bad so completely obtained the esteem of his 
fellow citizens, that the day of his death was 
a day of mourning to the whole town. The 
death of my brother afterwards produced the 
same e£fect ; and when I saw this succession 
of virtues pass to his children, I had not the 
vanity of birth, but I felt the pride of it ; and 
I have often said to myself, that I would not 
have chosen another family, if that choice had 
been at my disposal. 

At the age of twelve years, my father 
placed me in the college of the Oratory at 
Marseilles, where I entered in the fourth class. 
I imbibed the rudiments of classical learning 
under Father Baynaud, who has since dis*- 
tinguished himself at Paris in the pulpit. 
He had before distinguished himself by 
prizes both in prose and poetry, which he 
had gained in the academy of Marseilles^ 
and in the French academy. He had much 
taste, and took a pleasure in exercising ours, 
especially in rhetoric. He would frequently 
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retain us after the common instruction of 
the class, to the number of seven or eight : 
he read to us the best authors, made us 
observe their beauties, interested us by ask- 
ing our opinions, and sometimes proposed 
to us subjects on which to make a trial of our 
abilities. 

One day he asked of us a description of 
a tempest in French verse. Each brought 
his production, and the next day they were 
read in a little committee. He appeared 
very well pleased with mine. A month after- 
wards he gave publicly a literary exercise 
in a great hall of the college. I was too 
timid to take a part, and seated myself in 
a corner of the hall, where soon afterwards 
the best company in Marseilles, both ladies 
and gentlemen, began to collect. On a 
sudden I saw every body rise, in consequence 
of the entrance of M. de la Visdede, Per- 
petual Secretary of the Academy of Mar- 
seilles, which had been established some 
years. He was a person greatly esteemed 
and respected ; Father Raynaud, his friend, 
went before him, and placed him on the 
first seat. I was then fifteen years of age. 
Among this numerous company were some of 
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the finest women in the city, elegantly dressed, 
but I saw only M. de la Visclede, and my 
heart palpitated when I saw him. 

A moment afterwards he rose, as did 
Father Raynaud, who, after having cast his 
eyes on every side, discovered me in my 
corner, and made me a sign to approach. 
I . held down my head, bent my body, and 
endeavoured to conceal mysdf behind some 
<tf my comrades, who betrayed me. At 
length Father Raynaud having called me 
with a very loud voice, I seemed to hear my 
tentence of death. All eyes were inmie^ 
diately turned upon me. I was obliged to 
cross the hall through its whole length, over 
very narrow and close benches, stumbling 
at every step, to the right, to the left, for-» 
wards, and backwards, incommoding and 
trampling on robes, mantelets, head*-dresses^ 
&c. till after a long and disastrous journey, 
I at length reached M. de la Visclede, who 
taking me by the hand, presented me to the 
assembly, and spoke of th^ description of a 
tempest which I had given to Father Raynaud, 
with the most pompous eulogium of my &sp^ 
posed talents,. I was the nK>re discaocerted, 
as I had taken this description alobost eo^ 
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tirely from the Iliad of de la Motte. At 
length M. de la Visclede was silent, and my 
condition may be judged of from my answer. 
With a faultering voice, I pronounced — 
" Sir — Sir, I have the honour to be — ^your 
most humble and most obedient servant, 
Barthelemy/' I retired overwhelmed with 
shame, and in despair at possessing so much 
genius. 

M. de la Visclede, with whom I had after- 
wards occasion to become acquainted, was 
eager to promote the progress of literature, 
and interested himself in the most lively 
manner in favour of all young persons who 
shewed a disposition towards it ; but he was 
so good and so mild that he could only in^ 
spire them with presumption. 

I was myself intended for the church, 
but as the Bishop of Marseilles, M. de Bel* 
Jounce, refused to admit to holy orders those 
who had studied at the Oratory, I entered 
on a course of lectures on philosophy, and 
another on divinity, at the college of the 
Jesuits. In the first of these courses the 
piiofessor wishing to give us an idea of a 
qrtbe, and hating loog perplexed himself to 
no purpose, at last took his three-cornered 
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cap and said — " Here is a cube." In the 
second, the morning professor, for two hours 
every day, during three whole years, foam- 
ed and gesticulated like one possessed, to 
prove that the five propositions were in 
Jansenius. 

I had fortunately framed for myself a plan 
of study which rendered me indifferent to 
the follies and frenzy of my new governors. 
Before I left the Oratory, I had requested 
one of my comrades to communicate to me 
the notes of the lectures on philosophy there 
given. The system explained was that of 
Descartes, which was very much disliked by 
the Jesuits. I transcribed. and studied these 
notes in private. 

I applied myself at the same time to 
the iancient languages, especially the Greek, 
to facilitate my study of the Hebrew, of 
which I disposed the roots in technical verses, 
still worse than those of the Greek roots of 
Port-Royal. I afterwards compared the 
Hebrew text with the Samaritan, as also 
with the Chaldee and Syriac versions. I 
employed myself likewise in reading the his- 
tory of the church, particularly that of the 
first ages. 
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This application drew the attention of the 
professor, appointed to give us, every after- 
noon, lectures on the Bible, the Councils, 
and the Fathers. He was a man of merit, 
his approbation flattered me, and to justify 
it, I conceived the project of maintaining 
a thesis under his presidency which should 
embrace the principal questions relative to 
the books of the Holy Scripture, and the 
history and discipline of the church. — 
These were very numerous ; each article pre- 
sented matter for a multitude of discussions, 
and required a profound investigation. Ten 
vigorous Benedictines would not have dared 
to have undertaken this immense enterprise ; 
but I ;was young, ignorant, and regardless 
of labour. My professor, no doubt, feared 
to discourage me by informing me that 
the plan was too vast. I precipitated my- 
self into the chaos, and plunged into it so 
deeply, that I fell dangerously ill. In the 
languid state in which I afterwards for a 
long time found myself, I only wished the 
return of my strength that I might again 
abuse it. 

As soon as I was recovered, I entered 
into the seminary at Marseilles, which was 
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conducted by the Lazarists, where I again 
found a professor of divinity who was to- 
lerably rational, and every morning at five, 
a meditation which was not always so. It 
was taken from a work composed by Beu- 
velet. The next day after my arriva} we 
had read to us, slowly, and in detached 
phrases, the chapter in which Beuvelet com* 
pares the church to a ship, of which the pope 
is the captain; the bishops are the lieute- 
nants; after whom come priests, deacons, 
&c. It was required to reflect seriously 
during half an hour, on this parallel. With- 
out waiting for the end of the chapter, the 
idea occurred to me that in this mysterious 
ship I could be only a cabin-boy. I told 
this conceit to the student next me, who 
communicated it to another next him, and 
on a sudden the silence was interrupted 
by a general laugh, of which the superior 
wished to know the cause : when informed 
of it, he had the good sense to laugh like- 
wise. 

In this seminary I had a great deal of 
leisure. I studied the Arabic language; I 
collected all its roots contained in the im- 
mense dictionary of Golius, and formed them 
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into detestable technical verses, which I had 
much difficulty to remember, and which I 
soon after forgot. To join practice to theory, 
I made an acquaintance with a young Ma- 
ronite, brought up at Rome, in the college 
della Propaganda, and settled at Marseilles 
with one of his uncles, who traded to the 
Levant He came to me every day, and we 
talked Arabic. One day he told me that I 
should render a real service to many Maro* 
nites, Armenians, and other Arabian catholics, 
who did not sufficiently understand French, 
if I would preach to them the word of God 
in their language. He had some Arabic 
sermons, composed by a Jesuit preacher of 
the Propaganda. Of these we chose the 
least absurd, and I learned it by heart. My 
auditors, who were in number about forty, 
met in a hall of the seminary. They found 
somewhat of a foreign accent in my pronun^ 
ciation; but were in other respects so well 
satisfied, that they requested with importu* 
nity a second sermon* I consented,^ and the 
next day some of them came to entreat me 
to hear them confess ; but I told them I did 
not understand the language of Arabian 
sinners. 
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This was only a foolish exhibition : the 
following incident may serve as a lesson to 
guard us against the charlatanism of eru« 
dition. My master had drawn up for my 
usQ some Arabic dialogues, which contained 
questions and answers, compliments, and 
different phrases used in conversation, as for 
example — Good day, sir : how do you do ? 
— Very well, at your service. — I have not 
seen you for a long time. — I have been in the 
country, &c. 

One day I was told that some persons 
were inquiring for me at the gate of the se* 
minary. . I came down, and saw myself sur- 
rounded by ten or twelve of the principal 
merchants of Marseilles. They had brought 
with them a kind of mendicant, who had 
applied to them on the exchange. He had 
told them that he was a Jew by birth ; that 
he had been raised to the dignity of a rabbi ; 
but that being convinced of the truths of 
the Gospel, he had become a Christian; 
that he was well versed in the oriental Ian* 
guages, and that, to convince them of it, he 
was willing to be examined by any learned 
man. These gentlemen politely added, that 
they had not hesitated to bring him to me. 
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I was SO terrified that I was seized with a 
cold sweat. I endeavoured to prove to 
them, that these languages are not learned 
with a view to speaking them; when on a 
sudden the man began the attack with an 
intrepidity which at first confounded me. 
Fortunately I perceived that he recited in 
Hebrew the first psalm of David, which I 
knew by heart. I let him repeat the first 
verse, and answered by a phrase from one 
of my Arabic dialogues. We continued in 
this manner, he repeating the following 
verse of the psalm, and I the next phrase 
in my dialogue. The conversation at length 
became more animated. We spoke both 
together, and with the same rapidity. I 
waited for the end of the last verse, when 
he was silent ; but to secure to myself the 
honour of the victory, I added one or two 
more phrases, and then told these gentlemen, 
that this man, both on account of his learn- 
ing and his misfortunes, well deserved their 
charity. He, on his part, told them, in a 
barbarous kind of French, that he had 
travelled through Spain, Portugal, Ger-. 
many, Italy, and Turkey, and that he had 
no where met with so learned a man as this 
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young abb6. I was then twenty-one years of 
age. 

This adventure was much talked of at 
Marseilles ; I however endeavoured to pre- 
vent its effect, for I had fiiithfully related the 
whole truth to my friends ; but no one would 
believe me ; they all obstinately adhered to 
the marvellous. 

I finished my studies at the seminary, 
and though intimately penetrated with sen- 
timents of religion, perhaps, even because I 
was so penetrated, I had not the least idea 
of entering into the ministry. My bishop 
might have derived some advantage from 
my ardent industry, by one of those small 
benefices of which it was in his power to 
dispose ; but he knew that I had read St 
Paul, and the Jansenist fathers of the primi- 
tive church, such as St. Augustin, and St. 
Prosper ; he knew also that I rarely visited 
two Jesuits, who were continually by his side, 
and who guided his opinions, and his deter- 
minations. One of these was Father Fabre, 
who could scarcely read, but who knew how 
to divert him with pleasant stories ; and tlte 
other. Father Maire, who excited the activity 
of his aeal, against the Jansenist bishops,. 
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against the parliaments, and against .all the 
enemies of the Jesuits, and by consequence 
of the church. He united in himself all the 
great offices ; he was canon and chaplain to 
the bishop, intendant and maitre d'hotel of 
his household, and principal grand vicar, 
and administrator general of the diocese. 
His antechamber, continually filled with 
curates and vicars, resembled that of a 
minister of state or a lieutenant of police. 
He was, in his disposition, harsh, imperious, 
extremely insolent, and with a slight tinc- 
. ture of literature, believed himself the most 
able man in the world. I sometimes met 
him by chance. He one day suffered an 
expression to escape him which shewed me 
his true character : he said that the acade- 
mies would ruin religion. This observation 
I never forgot. 

Secure from Father Maire, and every 
disastrous event; master of my time, and of 
my actions, having only desires which I 
could satisfy, my tranquil days glided on 
in enjoyments which left behind them no 
regret. 

I passed a part of the year at Aubagne, 
in the bosom of a family which I adored, 
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and in a small society of truly amiable per- 
sons- We amused ourselves, either in the 
town or the country, with reading and con- 
certs. I went at intervals to Marseilles, to 
visit some members of . the academy with 
whom I had connexions. Among these 
was the Abb6 Fournier, canoo of St. Vic- 
toire, as distinguished for his virtues as for 
his knowledge of the history of the middle 
age. He had furnished many instructive 
notes to the Gallia Christiana^ and to the 
supplement which the Abb6 Carpentier has 
published to the dictionary of Ducange. 
Such also was M. Gary, who had applied 
himself with success to the study of ancient 
monuments. He had a fine cabinet of 
medals, and a valuable collection of books 
suited to his taste. Among other works we 
are indebted to him for the History, from 
coins and medals, of the kings of Thrace 
and the Bosphorus. Knowledge of every 
kind, directed by an excellent -understand- 
ing, and embellished by the mildest man- 
ners, rendered an intercourse with ham 
equally agreeable and instructive. I loved 
him much, and frhen the recollection of 
him reminds me of the many other losses 
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which I have yet more sensibly felt, I see 
in life only a rugged path, every where over- 
grown with briars, which successively tear 
away our garments, and leave us at last, 
naked and covered with wounds. 

Sometimes, after having passed a whole 
day in conversing with my friend on lite- 
rary subjects, I went to pass the night at 
the Minimes, where Father Sig^loux, cor- 
respondent of the Academy of Sciences, 
made astronomical observations, in which 
be condescended to take me as an associ- 
ate : for since I here make my general con- 
fession, I ought to enumerate among the 
errors of my youth, the time I lost in 
mathematical studies, and astronomy in 
particular. I must accuse myself likewise 
of having n)ade at the same time many 
detestable verses, though I was acquainted 
with the best models, and of having written 
several critical dissertations, though desti- 
tute of tl^e necessary books. At length, I 
knoM^ not in what year, the nuns of Au- 
bagne proposed to me to preach to ,them 
the Spnday s^rmops in L^t. ^I consented, 
though I had neither sermon<s> Qpr text- 
book, fiOT even the Preacher's Library. I 
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began a sermon every Monday, and preached 
it on the Sunday ensuing. The following 
year I accepted the same engagement, and 
composed new sermons with as little pre- 
caution; but this second attempt so ex- 
hausted my powers that 1 could not com- 
plete it. 

After having long wandered from one 
subject to another, I began seriously to 
reflect on my situation. I had no profes- 
sion or establishment; I had just attained 
toy twenty-ninth year; my brother's family 
was increasing, and I might one day become 
a burden to him. 

Every one advised me to go to Paris. 
But what could I do there ? I who was as 
incapable of intrigue, as destitute of ambi- 
tion, without any determined talent, or 
profound knowledge. I was like a traveller, 
who has brought many small pieces of 
money from the countries through which he 
has travelled, but not one piece of gold. I 
know not what motive decided against these 
powerful reasons. I set out, and went by 
Aix, . where I visited M. de Bausset, canon 
of the cathedral, a native of Aubagne, where 
his family was seittled. I was intimately 
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acquainted with him. He told me that the 
first vacant bishopric being intended for 
him, he had cast his eyes on me to partake 
of its labours and honours in quality of 
official, vicar-general, &c. ; and that as soon 
as he should be appointed, he would come to 
Paris, and bring me back with him. He 
asked me if this arrangement suited me. I 
was transported with joy, and promised 
every thing; well persuaded that fortune 
would never oflfer me a more agreeable or 
more advantageous establishment. I had 
obtained a station in life, and I was indebted 
for it to a man, who to a most amiable 
character^ added all the virtues, especially 
an extreme goodness of heart, the first of 
them all. 

Delivered from an insupportable weight, 
1 arrived at Paris in the month of June, 1744. 
I had many letters of recommendation, and 
among them one to M- de Boze, keeper 
of the medals in the cabinet of the king, 
member of the French Academy^ and late 
Perpetual Secretary of the Academy of In-, 
scriptions and Belles Lettres.' I waited on 
him, and, though naturally of a cold dispo- 
sition, he received me with much politeness. 
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and invited me to his dinners on Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays. That on Tuesday was 
set apart for his fellow-members of the 
Academy of Belles Lettres; and that on 
Wednesday for M. de Reaumur, and their 
friends. Here, besides M. de Reaumur, I 
met with the Count de Caylus, the Abb6 
Sallier, keeper of the king^s library; the 
Abb^s Gedoyn, de la Bleterie, du Resnel ; 
MM. de Foncemange, Duclos, Louis Racine, 
the son of the great Racine, &c. 1 cannot 
express the emotion I felt the first time I 
found myself in their company. I watched 
every word and gesture; nothing escaped 
me. I was astonished to find that I could 
understand all they said, and they must have 
been much more so at my embarrassment 
whenever they addressed their discourse to 
me. 

The profound respect for men of litera* 
ture, impressed me so powerfully during 
my earlier years, that I even preserved in 
my memory the names of those who sent 
enigmas to the Mercure. Hence resulted 
a considerable inconvenience: I admired, 
but did not exercise my judgment. For a 
long time I read no books without inter- 
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nallj confessing to myself that I was inca- 
pable of writing such. In my latter years 
I have been more bold, with respect to 
works relative to criticism and antiquity ; 
for, by continued labour, I had acquired the 
right to have a confidence in myself. 

When I had become a little familiarized 
with some members of the academies, I ex* 
tended my connexions. I went to see the 
curiosities of Paris, I frequented the public 
libraries ; and I recollected the Abb6 dc 
Bausset. I examined the gazette to find- 
the announcement of some vacant see; but 
when such appeared, I soon found that it 
was not conferred on him but on some other 
person. 

At the end of about a year, M. de Boze, 
whom I frequently visited, and who, with- 
out any apparent design, had more than 
once questioned me relative to my plans, 
spoke to me of his^ with that indifference 
which he affected even for what he desired 
most. The cabinet of medals required a 
labour which his age would no longer per- 
mit hkn' to undergo. He had at fiiet in- 
tended to take as hia associate the Baron de la 
Batie, a very learned antiquary, of the Aca>- 
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demy of Belles Lettres; but having lost 
him, he hesitated with respect to the choice 
of another : For, said he, this deposit must 
only be entrusted to pure hands, and re- 
quires equal probity and knowledge. He 
hinted to me the possibility of my becom- 
ing his associate; and I testified the satis- 
faction 1 should feel in being employed under 
him. As I was acquainted with his extreme 
discretion, as also with his connexions with 
M: Bignon, the librarian, and M. de Maure* 
pas, the minister of the department, I 
thought this afiair would be concluded in a 
week, but it was not till several months af- 
terwards. I was much affected with the 
confidence he had reposed in me, and I en- 
deavoured to prove that I merited it, during 
the seven years which I lived with him in 
the closest intimacy ; and after his death I 
furnished M. de Bougainville, who pro- 
nounced his eulogium, in quality of Perpetual 
Secretary of the Academy of Belles Lettres, 
with the traits most proper to do honour to 
his character. 

Those which I shall add here, will not 
be derogatory to it, and are naturally intro- 
duced by the connexion 1 had with him. 
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Order and neatness were conspicuous in his 
person, his furniture, and in an excellent 
cabinet of books, almost all bound in mo- 
rocco, and exactly filling the shelves. Ele- 
gant portfolios, enclosed in rich cases, con- 
tained his papers, arranged in classes, copied 
by a secretary who wrote a very fine hand, 
and who was not allowed to pardon himself 
the smallest fault. There was in his air and 
words, a dignity and seriousness that seemed 
to give weight to his most trifling actions ; 
and he annexed to his labours an import- 
ance that never permitted him to neglect 
the slightest precautions that could insure 
success. 

Of this I will give an example. When he 
had quitted the secretaryship of the academy, 
he continued to compose medals, inscrip- 
tions, and devices, when requested by the 
ministers, or by towns and corporate bodies. 
He possessed for this kind of composition, 
a distinguished talent, and a patience still 
more remarkable. If a medal were required, 
after having long reflected on his subject, 
and obtained an idea, he communicated it 
to his secretary, who brought him a sketch 
of the figure. He re-touched it, and at every 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



24 MEMOIRS OF THE LirE 

alteration a new copy must be made by the 
secretary. His plan once settled, he sent 
for Bouchardon, the designer to the academy. 
After a long discussion relative to the dis- 
position, and all the accessories of the type, 
the artist began a first sketch, which some- 
times rendered a second necessary. At 
length the design was finished, and sent to 
those who had applied for it, with a memoir 
which explained the spirit of the device, 
and this memoir was accompanied by a 
letter, in which the most piercing eye could 
not discover the least irregularity in the form- 
ation of the letters, the punctuation, or even 
the folding of the envelope. The plan of the 
medal having been approved by the king, was 
sent to the engraver, and M. de Boze still 
superintended its execution. 

I here recollect the painful impatience 
which so many minute details frequently 
caused me ; but I experienced a much greater, 
when, after his death, the composition of 
medals having reverted to. the academy, 
which had always beea extremely jealous 
of it, 1 saw the committee appointed U> 
present to it the plan of a medal or an inw 
scription, meet slowly and reluctantly, con- 
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tent themselves with a first idea, and hasten 
to break up; when, after the plan of the 
committee had been presented to the aca- 
demy, I saw whole sittings lost in discussions, 
and disputing without concluding any thing ; 
and when I saw artists so little superintended, 
that on a medal which represents the statue 
of Louis XV., the engraver, perceiving 
that the tetters of the inscription on the base 
would be too small to be read without the 
assistance of a glass, engraved on it the first 
letters that occurred to him, in such a manner 
that it is impossible to find any meaning in 
them. 

I rose at five, and prosecuted my literary 
labours. I went to M. de Boze at nine, and 
worked till two ; and when I did not dine 
there, I returned 'and resumed my employ- 
ment till seven or eight o^clock. What cost 
me most was to subject myself to his labo- 
rious exactness. When I came from his 
cabinet at two, to return at four, I have left 
on the bureau several volumes open, because 
I knew that I should have occasion to con- 
sult them again ; but I perceived, the very 
first day, that M. de Boze had himself re- 
placed them on the shelves. When I pre- 
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sented to him a sketch of what I had done, 
it was in vain I informed him that I had 
traced it in haste. How could I escape the 
severity of a censor who put points to his is ; 
I, who frequently did not put ts under the 
points ? He was , oflfended at a word mis- 
placed ; and lost his patience at a too bold 
expression ; but all this with sufficient mild- 
ness ; sometimes with a httle pettishness on 
his part, but always with an extreme docility 
on mine ; for I felt, and still feel, that his cri- 
ticisms were necessary to me. 

His habitual infirmities did not permit 
him to finish the arrangement of the medala 
of the king's cabinet, which had been re- 
moved a short time before from Versailles to 
Paris. I found the ancient medals in their 
cases ; the modern, as well as the coins and 
counters, were still in chests : I took them 
out, and, after having ascertained their au- 
thenticity, inserted them in the catalogues. 
I took from their chests the medals of the 
Marshal d'Etr6es, acquired for the king some 
years before, and which consisted of three 
series : the one of medallions of the emperors 
in bronze; the second of Grecian kings; 
and the third of Greek cities. It was requi- 
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site to place them among those of the king, 
and consequently to compare and accurately 
describe them, and insert them in a supple- 
ment, with references to the old catalogue. 
These operations, which lasted several years, 
were carried on under the inspection of M. 
de Boze, who by the experience he mani- 
fested, at once instructed me and excited my 
admiration. 

I must observe here, that among the 
medals of Marshal d'Etr6es, there were some 
that were doubtful, and some manifestly 
spurious; but as they had been published, 
M. de Boze was of opinion, that they ought 
to be preserved, and even inserted in the ca- 
talogue, because the keeper ought to be able 
to shew them to those who might wish to 
verify them. From the same motive, some 
uncertain medals have been left in the other 
series. If ever the cabinet should be pub- 
lished, care should be taken to purify it from 
this bad company. 

At the same time M. de Boze made the 
acquisition of the beautiful series of imperial 
medals in large brass, which from the cabinet 
of the Abb6 Rothelin had passed into that 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



28 BIEMOIRS OF THE MFE 

of M. de Beauvau : this produced a new 
labour. 

At length I made a first arrangement for 
the cabinet of antiques, which was in an 
upper room above that of the medals. This 
consisted of an enormous quantity of small 
figures, lamps, vases, fibulae, and ancient uten- 
sils, which were all heaped up in the middle 
of the floor, and I decorated with them the 
shelves and the walls. 

I had scarcely begun this course of opera- 
tions, when I saw myself on the point of quit- 
ting them. I have already said that, before 
I left Provence, I had entered into engage- 
ments with the Abb6 de Bausset. He had 
been forgotten in several nominations, but 
about the end of the year 1745, the bishopric 
of Beziers was conferred upon him. He 
informed me of this by a letter, and re- 
minded me of my promise. He still more 
strongly pressed it on my recollection on 
his arrival at Paris. I thought that in these 
circumstances the only means to free myself 
from my engagement would be to malve 
him the arbiter pf my future destiny. He, 
in fauctj was con\anced, that actuated as I 
was by an imperious passion for literature. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



OF J. J. BARTHRLEMY. 99 

it would be impossible for me to apply myself 
to studies of another kind with any success, 
or without an extreme repugnance, and not 
wishing to require of me so painful a sacri- 
-fice, he restored me to my liberty, and still 
continued to me hie friendship. 

Freed from this engagement, I almost 
immediately afterwards contracted, with 
transport, another which united me irrevo- 
cably with the object of my passion. M. 
Burette of the Academy of Belles Lettres, 
died in the month of May, 1747» and I was 
appointed to the place which he had left 
vacant. I should have had a very formi- 
dable competitor in the person of M. le 
Beau, but he would not offer himself on 
this occasion; and another place having 
become vacant, a short time afterwards, he 
was elected to it unanimously. 1 was deeply 
impressed by his generous conduct. M. de 
Bougainville, my intimate friend^ Perpetual 
Secretary to the Academy, wishing to re- 
sign that place, on account of his infirmi- 
ties) proposed to the minister that I should 
be bis successor. The minister readily ocMi- 
sented to bestow it on me, but! refiised it, 
ai)d engaged both hisi .and M« de BoAigain- 
4 
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ville to confer it on M. le Beau; who some 
years afterwards found the means to retali- 
ate : I am about to quit the secretary ship, 
said he to me; I am indebted to you for it, 
and to you 1 restore it.— I yield it to an- 
other, answered I; but I will yield to no 
person the pleasure of confessing, that it 
is impossible to overcome you in generous 
actions. 

I continued my occupations with M. de 
Boze, till, in 1753, he was attacked by a 
paralytic disorder, which, a few months af- 
terwards, terminated his life. The public 
opinion had for a long time pointed me out 
as his successor; and no person imagined 
tli^l could have a competitor for a place 
which I had in some sort acquired by ten 
years' labour and assiduity ; yet the day 
after his death, one of my brethren of the 
Academy, of whom I have never wished to 
know the name, had the courage to Solicit 
it. He addressed himself to the Marquis 
•d'Argenson, the brother of the minister, who 
in the first emotion of his indignation gave 
notice to me, and, at the same time, inform- 
ed his brother of the application. As other 
patronage was sought, my friends were 
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alarmed. M. de Malesherbes, who then had 
the direction of the library, was the first 
who opposed with all the zeal of friendship, 
to the injustice it was intended to do me. 
He was powerfully seconded, at the request 
of M. de Bombarde and the Count de Cay- 
lus, two common friends, by the Marquis 
(afterwards Duke) de Gontaut, and the 
Count de Stainville (afterwards Duke de 
Choiseul), with whom I was not then ac- 
quainted. The measures they took suc- 
ceeded so well, that when the Count d'Ar- 
genson, being employed with the king, an- 
nounced to him the death of M. de Boze, 
his majesty, without waiting for any recom- 
mendation, of himself, named me for his 
successor. M. d'Argenson replied, thatf I 
was precisely the person whom he had in- 
tended to propose to his majesty. The 
minister informed me of this the next day, 
and appeared somewhat offended that we 
could have doubted his intentions : he, how- 
ever, always treated me with the utmost 
kindness. 

The year afterward, M. de Stainville 
was appointed ambassador at Rome. I 
recollect this date with extreme pleasure, 

VOL. I. E 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



92 MEMOIRS OP THE LIFE 

because it was the epoch of my fortune, 
and, which is of much more consequence, 
of my happiness. I had found no oppor- 
tunity to thank him for the kindness with 
which he had interested himself in my 
favour, without knowing me : it now na- 
turally presented itself. He had chosen for 
secretary to the embassy M. Boyer, my 
friend, who introduced me to him. The 
reception I met with inspired me immedi- 
ately with confidence and attachment. He 
asked me whether a journey into Italy 
would not be favourable to the labours in 
which I was engaged, and, on receiving my 
answer, applied immediately to the Marquis 
d'Argenson ; and two days after my friend 
Boyer came, by his desire, to inform me 
that it was decided I should go. I lost no 
time in repairing to the house of the am- 
bassador to express my thanks; and my 
astonishment was extreme when be told me 
that he would take me in his suite, that I 
should reside with him at Rome, have a 
carriage always at my command, and that 
he would enable me to make the tour of the 
rest of Italy. Philosophy had not yet 
taught me to view the dignity of man in its 
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true light ; and I became confused and em- 
barrassed in endeavouring sufficiently to ex- 
press my gratitude ; as if a patron did not 
become patronized by him who deigns to 
accept his favours. 

Some business, however, relative to the 
cabinet of medals, obliged me to defer my 
departure, and prevented my accompanying 
the ambassador. But for this disappoint- 
ment I was compensated by friendship. The 
president de Cotte, director of the depart- 
ment of the mint, with whom I was on terms 
of the closest intimacy, resolved to avail him- 
self of this opportunity to satisfy a desire 
which he had long entertained to visit Italy. 
I was delighted at this determination. Bed- 
sides the information and various other ad-, 
vantages which I must derive from so pleasing 
a companion, I should never, perhaps, have 
been able, without his assistance, to overcome 
all the difficulties of so long a journey. I 
hastened to communicate the intelligence to 
the ambassador, and was desired by him to 
invite M. de Cotte to take up his residence 
in his house. We left Paris in the month of 
August, 1755* and arrived at Ronie on the 
first of November. 

E 2 
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M. de Stainville had there already ac- 
quired that reputation which he afterwards 
obtained throughout Europe : this he did 
not derive from the magnificence he dis- 
played in his establishment, and which an- 
nounced the minister of the first power in 
Europe ; he owed it solely to the superiority 
of his talents, to that nobility of mind which 
shone in all his actions, to that magic which 
subjected all hearts he wished to attach to 
himself, and to that firmness which held in 
respect those whom he disdained to subju- 
gate. He had gained the esteem of Bene^ 
diet XIV. by the irresistible charms of his 
understanding and his wit ; and that of the 
most intelligent members of the sacred col- 
l^gG by his frankness in negociation. By 
obtaining the encyclic letter, which gave so 
violent a shock to the constitution Unigeni^ 
tus, he had drawn on himself the hatred 
of the Jesuits, who never pardoned him for 
having deprived them of this species of per- 
secution. 

Madame de Stainville, then scarcely 
eighteen years of age, enjoyed that pro- 
found respect which is seldom bestowed "- 
but on a long exercise of exemplary virtue. 
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Every thing about her inspired the most 
lively interest ; her age, her figure, the de- 
licacy of her health, the vivacity which ani- 
mated her words and actions, the desire of 
pleasing, which it was so easy for her to 
gratify, and which she most successfully 
exerted towards a husband, the truly worthy 
object of her tenderness and attention ; that 
extreme sensibility which rendered her happy 
or unhappy from the happiness or misfor- 
tunes of others ; in fine, that purity of heart 
which would not permit her even to suspect 
evil. It was at the same time extraordi- 
nary to see so much intelligence combined 
with such simplicity. She reflected at an 
age when others scarcely begin to possess 
the faculty of thinking. She had read with 
equal pleasure and advantage those French 
authors which are most distinguished for 
their profundity and elegance. My love 
for literature procured me her fiavour, and also 
that of her husband, and from that moment 
I devoted myself to them, without any consi- 
deration of the advantages to be derived 
from that attachment. 

Some days after our ariival, the ambas-* 
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sador presented us to Benedict XIV. to whom 
he had previously spoken in our favour, and 
who received us with great kindness. We 
afterwards set out for Naples, and during a 
month were occupied in visiting and observ- 
ing the singularities of that city and its envi- 
rons. We went to see the most ancient 
monuments of Grecian architecture which 
are still remaining about thirty leagues beyond 
Naples, in a place where formerly stood 
the city of Paestum. The halls of the palace 
of Portici, in which are collected the anti- 
quities found in the ruins of Herculaneum 
and Pompeii, likewise frequently drew us to 
visit them. We saw, with the utmost satis- 
£iction, that immense assemblage of paint- 
ings, statues, busts, vases, and utensils of 
diflferent kinds; objects, for the most part, 
distinguished by their beauty, or the uses 
for which they were employed. But we wit- 
nessed with still greater regret the shame- 
ful neglect of the four or five hundred 
manuscripts discovered in the subterranean 
excavations of Herculaneum. Two or three 
only had been unrolled and explained by 
the learned Mazochi ; but they unfortu- 
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nately contained nothing of importance, and 
tbis occasioned discouragement. Every per* 
son assured me, that the operation would 
be resumed ; but this hope has not been 
realised. I have since frequently spoken 
on the subject to the Marquis de Caraccioli, 
ambassador from Naples in France, and 
written to him on it after he was promoted 
to the ministry. He answered me that 
he was resolved to prosecute this design, 
and that he proposed, in order to hasten 
the execution of it, to divide, if possible, 
the labour among diflfierent literary bodies, 
and to send successively some of those 
manuscripts to our academy of Belles 
Lettres, others to the Royal Society at 
London, others to the University of Got- 
tingen, &c. A month or two afterwards, 
his death was announced in the public 
papers. 

I had wished to present, at my return, 
to the learned who apply themselves to 
palaeography, a specimen of the most an- 
cient writing employed in the Greek manu- 
scripts. With this view I made application 
to M. Mazochi, who ioAA me there was aii 
express prohibition by the king against any 
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commuDication. M. Paderno, the keeper 
of the collection at Portici, on my applying 
to him, made me the same answer : he only 
shewed me a page of a manuscript, which 
had been cut through from top to bottom, 
when it was discovered. It contained eighteen 
lines ; I read them five or six times ; and 
under pretext of a pressing necessity, went 
down into the court-yard, and traced them 
on a piece of paper, preserving, in the best 
manner I could, the disposition and form 
of the letters. I then went up again, com- 
pared, mentally, the copy with the original, 
and found means to rectify two or three 
little errors that had escaped me. In this 
fragment, mention was made of the perse- 
cutions which all the philosophers had expe- 
rienced, with the exception of Epicurus. I 
sent it immediately to the academy of Belles 
Lettres, requesting that it might not be pub- 
lished, to avoid embarrassing Mazochi and 
Paderno. 

In the mean time the Marquis d'Ossun, 
the French ambassador at Naples, gave me 
notice that the king, informed of my mis- 
sion, had expressed a desire to see me. 
That prince was then at his superb palace 
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of Caserta, which he was finishing. 1 was 
presented to him when he was at dinner. 
He spoke to me with pleasure of the dis- 
coveries that had been made in his domi- 
nions: appeared to regret that the keeper 
of his medals was absent^ because I could 
not see them;- ordered that* I should be 
shewn the superb marble columns lately 
brought to Caserta; and caused my name 
to be entered in the list of those persons to 
whom the Volumes of the Antiquities of 
Herculaneum were to be successively sent 
as they made their appearance. The care 
of explaining these antiquities was confided 
to Monsignor Baiardi, a Roman prelate, 
whom the king had prevailed on to take 
up his residence in his states. He was a 
vast and indefatigable compiler, respectable 
for the qualities of his heart, and formidable 
from his memory to those who engaged 
with him in cohversation, or undertook to 
read his works. Baiardi had cultivated 
every species of literature, and collected in 
his head an enormous but indigested mass 
of knowledge, which escaped from him in 
a very confused manner. He began with 
a general catalpgue of the remains of an- 
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tjquity preserved at Portici, in one volume 
folio ; and as the engravings which were to 
represent them were not yet ready, he ob- 
tained permission from the king to place at 
the head of the grand commentary, a pre- 
face intended to point out the commence- 
ment, continuance, and utility of the re- 
searches at Herculaneum. He published 
this first part of his work in seven volumes 
quarto, without having entered on his 
subject, 

I shall give some account of his manner, 
for the information of those who may be 
tempted to imitate him. The explainer of 
these monuments of antiquity ought to 
make known their proportions, but what 
measures should he employ? Here a long 
discussion of the measures of the Assyrians, 
the Babylonians, the Persians, the Greeks, 
and the Romans. The monuments were, the 
greater part of them, taken out of the ruins 
of Herculaneum. This name, the same with 
that of Heraclea, was given to many cities; 
it was therefore necessary to speak of all 
these cities: hence an excursion into the 
wide field of ancient geography. Hercu- 
laoeum was founded by Herculesl. But 

4 
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there were several heroes of that name, as the 
Tyrian, the Egyptian, the Grecian, &c. it 
was therefore necessary to follow them in 
their expeditioris, in order to determine to 
which of them our Herculaneum owes its 
origin: hence an excursion into the regions 
of mythology. 

' It is evident that researches like these 
would easily have led the author to the end 
of even a dozen %*olumes. Unfortunately he 
was desired to stop in the midst of so bril- 
liant a career, and soon after he returned to 
Rome, where I went to see him. I asked 
him if he had finished his preface. He an- 
swered that he had suspended it for a time, 
and that, to recreate himself, he was then 
employed on an abridgment of universal 
history, which he would comprise in twelve 
volumes duodecimo, and in which he should 
begin by the solution of a problem of the 
utmost importance to astronomy and history, 
which was to ascertain the point of the hea- 
vens in which God placed the sun at the 
creation of the world. He had just dis- 
covered this point, and he shewed it to me 
on a celestial globe. 

I have perhaps already said ^ too much of 
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Monsignor Baiardi; but as I write only for 
rayself, or at most for a few friends, I will 
give a further sketch of his character, and de- 
scribe to myself the first visit which I made to 
him at Naples. I found him in a large hall; . 
a violent cold kept him on a sofa, the ap- 
pearance of which attested long services. 
He was habited in such antique garments, 
that they might have been taken for the 
dress of some ancient inhabitant of Hercu- 
laneum. He was at this time employed 
with his secretary. I intreated him to pro- 
ceed, and sat down at the foot of the sofa. 
Some monks of Calabria had been consult- 
ing him on a heresy which had begun to 
spread in their neighbourhood. They had 
just learned that one Copernicus maintained 
that the earth turned round the sun. What 
then must become of that passage of scrip- 
ture which declares the earth immovable ; 
or of Ihat which tells us that Joshua made 
the sun stand still ? What too is to become 
of the evidence of our senses ? Besides how 
could it be possible that we should not fall, 
if our heads were all night long downwards ? 
The prelate answered diffusely and learnedly 
to all these questions, rescued the honour of 
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the sacred books, pointed out the laws of 
gravity, shewed the uncertainty and error of 
the testimony of our senses, and concluded 
by advising the monks not to disturb the 
ashes of Copernicus, which had been so long 
cold, and to sleep with the same tranquillity 
which they had hitherto enjoyed. 

When he had finished his answer, he rei- 
terated his apologies to me, and I informed 
him, that, being sent into Italy by the king 
of France, in search of such medals as were 
wanting in the royal cabinet, of which I had 
the care, I had added to this duty another — 
that of becoming acquainted with men the 
most distinguished for their learning. — 
He now took off his cap, redoubled his civi- 
lities, coughed a long time, and asked per- 
mission to present to me Signora Maria 
Laura, his very old friend, whose virtues 
equalled her knowledge and talents; who 
understood Latin, Greek, and Hebrew, 
who designed and painted hke Apelles, 
played on the lyre like Orpheus, and worked 
embroidery as well as thfc daughters of 
Minyas. ' This eulogium was not concluded 
when Signora Laura Maria made her ap- 
pearance. She might be from sixty to sixty- 
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five years of age ; he was from sixty-five to 
seventy. 

In the course of the conversation he as- 
sured me that he was descended from the 
ChevaUer Bayard, and that he was a French^ 
man not only by birth, but from inclination. 
He afterwards complained of the manner in 
which the researches at Herculaneum were 
conducted, of the negligence of the ministry 
with regard to the manuscripts^ and of the 
jealousy excited against him by the distin- 
guished treatment he had experienced from 
the king. I happened, I know not why, to 
mention Count C^ylus^ when he immediately 
exclaimed, "What! Do you know Count 
Caylus.'* He is my very good friend — Do 
you know, Signora Laura, this Count Caylus 
is one of the greatest noblemen in France, 
one of the most learned men in the world. 
—He presides over all the academies in 
Paris, is the patron of all the arts, under- 
stands every thing, writes upon every 
thing, and his works are the admiration 
of all Europe.'' Then abruptly addressing 
himsdf to me, he said, in ill-pronounced 
French, " What has this Caylus written, 
I have never seen any thing of hh?" and 
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without waiting for an answer, he rang the 
bell, and ordered the servant to bring in a 
large box full of papers; whioli I found 
were his Latin poems. He proposed to me 
to hear him read one or two of them. " I 
should be delighted/' replied I, *' but, Mon- 
signor, you cough very much/' He an- 
swered that he would sacrifice every thing 
to the pleasure of affording me some amuse- 
ment: and with that view he chose a piece 
entitled An Anatomical Description of the 
Brain. Exclusive of my ignorance of the 
subject, the Italians pronounce Latin in a 
manner so very different from the French, 
that the beauties of his verse were entirely 
lost upon me. Madame Laura, who per- 
ceived it, interrupted him about the hun- 
dredth verse, observing that so fine a subject, 
to be properly felt, ought to be studied pro- 
foundly, and proposed that he should read, 
instead of it, his Fountain of Trevi. " Signora 
Laura is in the right/' said he, ^^ you come 
from Rome, and you mufit have admired 
more than once that beautiful fountain. I 
was there when it was discovered ; the (p^ra 
poetico seized me, and I have copiously dif- 
fused it in the following- piece. It was in 
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vain that I said, " Monsignor, you cough 
very much/' I was obliged to listen. The 
plan of this little poem was as follows. 

The poet runs to the new fountain: he 
perceives at a distance a beautiful Neptune, 
who strikes with his trident the rocks heaped 
up under his feet, and causes impetuous tor- 
rents to gush forth. He approaches the basin, 
where these collected waters present to him 
a delightful spectacle in the Naiades playing 
on their bosom ; he himself joins in their 
sports, while an unknown power, on a sudden 
investing him with a celestial form, lavishes 
on him the charms which shone in his new 
companions. It may easily be conceived 
that a genius capable of painting the im- 
perceptible fibres of the brain could apply 
the richest colours to more real beauties; 
accordingly nothing was wanting in a de- 
scription most scrupulously accurate of the 
happy change he had experienced : he dwelt 
with complacence on the celerity of his 
motions, the accuracy of proportions, the 
rotundity of form, and the softness of fea- 
ture. 

Whilst he presented to me this picture, 
degraded by the rapidity with which he ready 
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and, a pronunciation foreign to my ears, I 
compared the state of this late nymph of thQ 
waters to his present appearance; his turned 
up chin, covered with a thick beard ; his 
flaccid cheeks, filled with yellow spots; hU 
eyes sunk deep in their sockets ; the wriqkles 
crossing each other in every direction on his 
forehead ; and the whole made such an im^ 
pression upon me, that when he ceased r«ad* 
ing, after some compliments^ I said to him» 
** I cannot however dissemble that you bav^ 
greatly altered since your metamorphosis/^ 
Madame Laura agreed with me : be laugli^ 
himself/ and thinking from this wretched 
pleasantry that I was not a little amused, 
said, ^' Stop a moment: you have seea me 
as a Nereid, I will now present myself to you 
as a Bacchante,'' and immediately drew iron 
his inexhaustible box a dithyrambic; of enor-- 
mous length; and collecting all his strengtb# 
began to declaim the sacred song; but the 
ardour with which he exerted himself, oeoftr 
sioned at the very first verse so violent a jfit 
of coughing, that Madame Lavra, alarmed 
at it, joined her entreaties to mm thftt he 
would defer the further reading of it till dOr 
other day . He consented, though with V&gcet^ 
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and I made my escape, as soon as I could, 
firmly resolved never again to expose his 
breath to a similar fatigue. 

It is a pleasure to me to add here the 
names of several persons of learning or taste, 
with whom I had an opportunity of making 
an acquaintance in Italy. I frequently 
visited at Naples the Canon Mazochi, the 
Count de Gazole, the Duke de Noia, and 
the Count de Pianura. It was impossible to 
unite more piety, modesty, and knowledge, 
than was possessed by the former. He was 
then employed on some inscriptions found 
at Herculaneum. This work, which mani- 
fests at once profound erudition, and invin- 
cible perseverance, would leave nothing to 
be desired, were it not crowded with too 
great a number of notes, which, though in- 
structive, are uninteresting, because they 
are unnecessary, M. de Gazole gave the 
most obliging reception to those intelligent 
foreigners whom the new discoveries brought 
to Naples. M. de Noia had made an im- 
mense collection of the medals of Magna 
Grsecia alone. M. de Pianura did not con- 
fine himself to this single series, his cabinet 
con tamed those of every class. He had the 
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goodness to permit me to take several of 
them, and I pressed him to add to them 
that of Cornelia Supera, which he had 
lately explained,* and by which he shewed 
that this princess was the wife of the empe- 
ror ^milian us; but he dared not part with 
it without the consent of the king. I re- 
quested M. d'Ossun to speak to the minister 
Tanucci on the subject, who answered with 
a despotic importance : " If there be a du- 
plicate of the medal in question in the 
cabinet of M. de Pianura, he may dispose of 
one of them, but if it be unique, the king 
will not suffer it to go out of his domi- 



nions/' 



At Rome, I had connexions more or less 
intimate with Father Paciaudi, the Theatin ; 
Father Corsini, the General of the Schools 
of Piety; Fathers Jacquier, and le Sueur, 
Minimes; Father Boscovich, the Jesuit; 
M. M. Botari, and Assemanni, prefects of 
the Vatican Library ; the Marquis Lucatelli, 
keeper of that library ; the Abb6 Venuti ; 
the Chevalier Vettori; the Cardinals Pas- 

* Lettera al Reverendissimo Padre D. Gian. Francisco 
Baldiniy Grenerale della Congregazione de Clerici Regolari 
di Somasco. Napoti^ 1751. 
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sioDei, Albani, and Spinelli, to the latter of 
whom I dedicated my explanation of the 
mosaic work of Palestrina. 

At Florence I became acquainted with 
MM. Stosch and Gori ; at Pesaro, with M. 
Passeri, and M. Annibal Olivieri, to whom, 
after my retmn to France, I addressed a 
letter on some Phoenician antiquities. 

About the end of January, 1757, M. de 
Staibville returned to Paris, from his em- 
bassy at Napks, and a short time after was 
appointed ambassador to Vienna. He wrote 
to toe requesting me to return with his lady, 
and on our arrival informed me of the en- 
gagement he had made for me with the new 
minister M. de Saint Florentine. I was to 
go with him to Vienna, and afterwards, at 
the expence of the king, make the tour of 
Greece and the isles of the Archipelago, and 
return by Marseilles. However agreeable 
this proposal might be to me, I was obtiged 
to decline it ; because, after so long an ab- 
sence, I could no longer leave the cabinet of 
medals shut. 

My life has been so intimately connected 
with that of M. and Madame de Choiseul; 
they have had such an influence on all it3 
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events, that it is impossible to speak of myself 
without speaking of them. It must not there- 
fore excite surprise that their names were 
incessantly met with in these memoirs* 

About the end of 1758, M. de Stainville, 
from that time Duke de Cboiseul, was re- 
called from Vienna, and appointed ministerfor 
foreign afiairs. The first moment that I saw 
him, he said to me, that it was for him and 
his lady to take eare of my fortune, and for 
me to inform them of my views. I did not 
expect so much kindness, and being pressed 
to explain myself, I answered that a pension 
of six thousand livres on a benefice, added 
to the emolument I derived from my place, 
as keeper of the medals, would be sufficient 
for me to maintain two nephews I had at 
college, and a third whom I intended to place 
there Very soon. I immediately blushed at 
my indiscretion: he smiled at it, and gave me 
every encouragement. 

I here protest that this was the only 
favour I ever asked of M. or Madame de 
Choiseul ; I own at the same time that I had 
no need of solicitation with them ; and if any 
one would wish to know to what I was in- 
debted for this good fortune, so considerable 
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for a man of letters, I answer, to the eager 
desire by which they were impelled to con- 
tribute to the happiness of others ; to that 
profound sensibility which never permitted 
them to forget attentions which had been 
shewn them, and to that great and generous 
character which persuaded them that, when 
we act from sentiment, not to have done all 
that is in our power, is to have done nothing. 
But as such noble dispositions are almost 
always dangerous in those who are in pos- 
session of power, I must add, what may be 
proved by innumerable examples, that M. and 
Madame de Choiseul would never have con- 
sented to commit the smallest injustice, even 
to serve their friends. I have never been 
able to acquit myself of all that I owe to 
them : the only resource which now remains 
to me is, to perpetuate in my family the 
remembrance of their benefactions. 

In 1759, M. de Choiseul having obtained 
the archbishopric of Alby for the bishop 
of Evreux, his brother, procured a pension of 
four thousand livres to be granted to me on 
this bene6ce. 

There appeared in 1760, a severely sa- 
tirical parody of a scene in Cinna, aimed 
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at the Duke d'AumoDt, and M. d'Argental. 
The relations and friends of the former 
raised the whole court against M • Mannon- 
tel, who was suspected of being the author 
of this satire, because he had the indiscre- 
tion to read it to a supper-partj. Every 
endeavour was in consequence made to 
take from him the privilege of the Mercure, 
the subscriptions to which he had very 
remarkably increased. The more certainly 
to injure him, was represented to Madame 
de Choiseul, that the Mercure produced, 
all expences paid, twenty thousand hvres 
yearly; that it required only a slight super- 
intendence on the part of the author, the 
labour being done by clerks; and that by 
procuring this journal for me, she would no 
longer have occasion to solicit in my favour 
the Bishop of Orleans, who had now re- 
solved to reserve exclusively for the no- 
bihty, the abbeys and benefices of any 
considerable value. Madame de Choiseul 
communicated this project to Madame de 
Gramont, as also to M. de Grontaut; and 
all the three spoke of jt to Madame de 
Pompadour, positively declaring, however, 
that they did not mean to influence the de- 
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cision respecting M* Martnontel. Ttie Duke 
de Choiseul would take no part in this 
Affair. 

I knew M. Marmontel only by having 
Beifita him two or three times at the house of 
Madame de Boccage; but I felt an extreme 
repugnance to profit by the spoils of a man 
of mferit. I explained myself on the sub- 
ject more than once to Madame de Choi- 
6eul) both in conversation and by letter; 
but pet^uaded as she was, by all who saw 
'her> thdt M. Marmontel was culpable, and 
that he could not keep die Mercure, she 
^ould not coiaceive the m(^ves of my resist- 
ance. I requested M. de Gontaut to explain 
them to Madame de Pompadour, who ap- 
proved them the more as she did not wish to 
ttm M. Marmontel. 

I then Ibund ftiyself in a very difficult 
situation. I was tnuch affecAed by the 
lively interest which Madame de Choiseui 
publicly testified in my fevour ; and I 
risked, by an obstinate refusal, appearing 
to condemti 4fer conduct, ai>d <Gau8ing k to 
be considered as a despotism df benefi- 
ijence. On the other hand, if the court 
was against M. Marmontel, Paris was for 
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bim, and all men of literature making it a 
Common cause, swore eternal hatred against 
him who should dare to take his place. 

The animosity of the two parties ap- 
peared for ^ome days to have subsided, and 
I believed myself out of danger ; when on 
a sudden M. d'Aumont produced a letter 
that M. Marmontel had just written to him, 
advising him to let the afikir drop. This 
letter had a very bad effect, and revived 
the violence of M. d'Aumont, and his par* 
tiaaas. It was then determined that the 
privilege of the Mercore should be given to 
me, and in case of my refusal^ that it shodd 
be granted to M. de la Place. I now coot- 
mitted an essential error ; I thought that if 
it Ml into the hands of the laftter, it would 
never be restored ; but that if I accepted 
it, I might be permitted, when the pre* 
judices raised against M. Marmontel should 
be dispelled, to return it to him. I wrote 
to Madame de Choiseul, and explained to 
her the reasons which had at length de- 
termifned me to accept the joumaL The 
privilege was sent to me, and my eyes woe 
then opened, as I immediately foresaw the 
train of comfdaints, intrigues, and daggers 
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to which I had exposed myself: I shud- 
dered at the error of my good intentions. 
Fortunately I received with the privilege a 
letter from M. de Choiseul which somewhat 
cakned my uneasiness. He came the same 
evening to Paris : I saw him ; and he ad- 
vised me to go immediately to M. d'Au- 
mont, present to him the privilege of the 
Mercure, and earnestly request him to re- 
store it to M. Marmontel, representing to 
him that he could not avenge himself in a 
manner more noble, or more worthy of him- 
self. I accordingly flew to M. d'Aumont, 
I urged, I conjured him : it was in fact so 
much my interest to persuade him ! But I 
had to do with a man obstinate like all little 
uiinds, and implacable like all ignoble hearts. 
I for a moment believed that he was about 
to yield ; he appeared to waver ; but he 
changed again on a sudden, telling me that 
he could not act of himself alone, but must 
have some regard to the views of his family. 
I returned disappointed and sorrowful 
to give an account of my mission to M. de 
Choiseul, who took me the same day to 
Versailles. On our arrival he returned the 
privilege to M. de Saint Florentin, only re- 
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taining for me, upon this journal, a pension 
of five thousand livres, which I thought too 
much. M. de la Place had the Mercure, 
the subscriptions to which diminished so 
much, that those who had pensions on it 
began to be greatly alarmed. That their 
fears might not increase, I permitted M. 
Lutton, who had the care of the receipt 
and expenditure, to raise on my pension the 
gratifications given to the authors who fur- 
nished pieces for the Mercure. At length, 
some years afterwards, I was fortunate 
enough to be able entirely to resign this 
pension. I have since learned what I did 
not then know, that the parody was written 
by M. de Curi, and that M. Marmontel 
chose rather to sacrifice his fortune, than to 
betray his friend. 

Several places in the French Academy 
successively became vacant : the philoso- 
phers declared with reason for M. Mar- 
montel; but the opposite party always 
succeeded in their endeavours to prevent 
his admission. On one occasion, when 
these hopes appeared to be better founded, 
M. d'Argental, who acted so ridiculous a 
part in the parody of Cinna, exerted him- 
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self by intriguing among those Academi- 
cians who had a friendship for me: they 
urged me again to offer myself, and again 
I rejected the proposal. I even prevailed 
on M« de Gontaut to represent to Madame 
de Pompadour, and to those who opposed 
the admission of M. Mannontel, how cruel 
it was, after having ruined a man of merit, 
to continue to persecute him with such im- 
placability- 
Some philosophers never pardoned me 
the momentary acceptance of the privilege 
of the Mercure, and still less the patronage 
of M. and Madame Choiseul. 

I have seen in a collection of manuscript 
letters written by M. d'Alembert, at Berlin, 
to Madame FEspinasse, how much this pre^ 
judice rendered him unjust towards me. 
He had been informed, apparaitly, that I 
intended to dispute with M. Marmontel a 
vacant place in the Academy ; which was 
absolutely false; and he says, in answer, 
that ^ one Marmontel is worth a thousand 
Barthelemys/' I am well convinced that 
M. Marmontel has more merit than I can 
pretend to, but I do not think that he has a 
thousand times as much, and the calcula- 
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tioD of the geometrician appeared to 190 
erroneous. 

One word more on the French Academy. 
After the reception of M. Marmontel, M. 
de Foncemagne and his friends, who were 
very numerous, would have undertaken, 
more than once, to procure my admission ; 
but several reasons prevented me from of- 
fering myself I had but too much occupied 
the attention of the public, during the un- 
fortunate affair of the Mercure ; I was not 
sufficiently anxious for literary honours, to 
wish to purchase them at the price of the 
intrigues of a violently contested election j 
and I had too much vanity to desire to 
epter into a body in which the public 
opinion would rank me among the lowest 
class. Two philosophical powers, Duclos 
and d'Alembert, had declared war against 
the court, and especially against M, de 
Ch(Mseul, who, though he had a high opi* 
nion of their talents, had a very mean one 
of their principles. At every sitting they 
produced against him new manifestoes. 
How would it have been possible that I 
i^uld have endured patiently those seenes 
of iury, when even those academicians \rhp 

4 
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had no connexion with him were disgusted 
at them ? This war continued till the ele- 
vation of Madame du Barry threatened 
France with subjectioil to M. d'Aiguillon, 
as a favourite, Duclos and d'Alembert 
defended M. de la Chalotais^ who was per- 
secuted by M, d'Aiguillon, and supported, 
it was said, by M. de Choiseul. From that 
moment all the crimes of the latter disap- 
peared ; it was resolved to grant him peace, 
with a treaty of alliance ; and he was of- 
fered, by the Baron de Breteuil, the first 
vacant place in the Academy, with a dis*- 
pensation from the customary visits. M. de 
Choiseul, who had never been informed of 
their dispositions successively hostile and 
pacific, was pleased with this attention, and 
had it not been for his banishment from 
court, which suddenly took place, soon after, 
he would have heard his eulogium in the 
same h^ll which had so often resounded with 
invectives against him. 

I presume that their amnesty would 
have extended to me; for about that time 
M. d'Alembert having expressed his sur- 
prise to M. Gatti, our common friend, thai 
I should never have offered myself for a 
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seat in the Academy, added, with a kind of 
pique, " After all, I should never have 
thought that any person in the world would 
not have found himself flattered at seeing his 
name inserted in a list which contains the 
names of Voltaire, Bufibn, and, I may venture 
to say, that of d'Alembert/' 

I shall presently explain the motives which 
afterwards induced me to offer myself. I will 
now resume the course of my fortune, which 
was valuable to me, because I owed it to 
friendship, and because it enabled me to 
enjoy the lively pleasure of doing some good. 
One day when Madame de Choiseul spoke to 
her husband of my attachment for them, he 
replied, with a smile, by this verse of Cor- 
neille : 

Je Tai comble de liens ; je veux Ten acccibUr* 

In 1765 the treasurership of the abbey 
of Saint Martin de Tours became vacant. 
This was the second dignity in the chapter, 
and the king had the nomination to it M. 
and Madame de Choiseul requested it for 
me. I took advantage of this opportunity 

* I have heaped benefactions on him ; I wish to over- 
whelm him with them. 
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to resign two thousand livres of my pension 
on theMercure, of which one thousand were 
given at my request to M. Marin ; and one 
thousand to M. de la Place, to assist him in 
the payment of the other pensions on the 
journal. 

The Duke de Maine, when colonel-ge- 
neral of the Swiss regiments, had created 
for M. de Malezieux, whom he greatly 
esteemed, the oflfice of secretary-general, to 
which he annexed certain privileges and 
emoluments that appertained to himself, 
and which he sacrificed in his favour. M. 
de Choiseul had already once disposed of 
this place to M* Dubois, first clerk of the 
war-office, wth the reserve of a pension of 
six thousand livres to Madame de Saint- 
Chamant, the grand daughter of M. de 
Malezieux. M- Dubois dying the latter end 
of January, 1768, M. de Choiseul gave me 
the place ; on which the men of literature, 
from jealousy, raised loud exclamations. 
The two leaders, Duclos and d'Alembert, 
went to Malesherbes, and spoke to him 
with asperity, and even with anger, and he 
could only pacify them a little by repre- 
senting to them that this place might bcr 
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come, by this example, the patrimony of 
men of letters. I cannot too often re^ 
peat that the revenues of the secretary-ge- 
neral belonged originally to the colonel- 
general, and that he might dispose of them 
at his pleasure. I shall add, at the same 
time, that some days after my appointment, 
I gave up the three thousand livres that 
remained to me on the Mercure; of which 
I procured a thousand to be given to M. de 
Guignes, a thousand to M. de Chabanon, 
both my brother members of the Academy, 
and a thousnad to M. de la Place, the 
author of the Mercure. I must admit, that 
on this occasion, d'Alembert, and the other 
philosophers, annexed a much higher value 
to this sacrifice than I did myself. 

In 1771, M. d'Aiguillon caused the 
Swiss regiments to be taken from M. de 
Choiseul, who was then at Chanteloup. 
He sent in his resignation, and I wished to 
accompany it with mine; but he advised 
me to go to Paris, and not to give it up 
without an indemnification. I had deter- 
mined, however, if the place of colonel- 
general should be given to any of the com- 
mon class of nobility, to resign my brevet, 

VOL. I. G 
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and immediately to return to Chantdoup. 
But it was conferred on the Count d'Artois, 
and such a proceeding did not appear to 
me sufficiently respectful. The next day 
after, my arrival, I saw Madame de Brionne, 
who honoured me with her favour. The 
Marechal de Castries was then with her, 
and on the point of setting out for Ver- 
sailles. . She requested him to use his influ- 
ence to procure my place to be preserved 
to me; but I entreated them both, with a 
warmth which appeared greatly to affect 
them^ to cause it to. be taken from me as 
soon as possible, because, having contracted 
an engagement with M. de Cboiseul, I 
could not enter into another with any per- 
son whatever. I immediately set out for 
Versailles, and offered my brevet to the 
Count d'Affry, who, under the Count 
d'Artois, had the management of the busi- 
ness of the Swiss regiments. He refused it, 
and shewed me at the same time a letter 
from M. de Choiseul, requesting him to take 
care of my interests. The indignation ex- 
cited at court by the new persecution which 
M. de Choiseul suffered on the part of 
MM. d'Aiguillon, and de la Vauguyon, 
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had tarned into favour to me. Every one 
murmured, and adyised me to maintain my. 
rights. The young Count d'Artois com- 
plained to the king that he was obliged to 
begin the exercise of his new office by a 
flagrant injustice; and the king answered 
that he would give me an appointment with 
which I should be satisfied. However, 
MM. de Montaynard, de la Vauguycm, 
and d'Aiguillon, urged M. d'Affry to lay 
the affair before the king; and I joined in 
the request with still more ardour; but it 
was always deferred. In the interval two or 
three courtiers of the second or third 
rank, asked me in private whether they 
might, without offending M. and Madame 
de Choiseul, solicit my place. Another 
person came to inform me that if I would 
promise not to return to Chanteloup, some- 
thing might be done in my favour. I did 
not wish to trace this advice back to the 
first author, but he who gave it m6 was 
attached to the Duke d'Aiguillon. At 
length M. d'Affry, seeing me inflexible in 
my resolution, concluded the affair by re*- 
serving to me on the place a pension of ten 
thousand livres, which I had not asked. 

G 2 
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The state of my fortune had now for 
some time been suflScient to permit me 
to procure conveniences and enjoyments 
which I thought I ought to deny myself. 
I might have set up my carriage, had I not 
feared to blush at meeting on foot, in my 
road, men of letters more deserving than 
myself. I contented myself, therefore, with 
keeping two saddle horses, in order that I 
might take exercise on horseback, which 
had been recommended to me by my phy- 
sicians. I purchased the best and most 
elegant editions of the books necessary for 
my labours, and had a great number of 
them bound in morocco. This was the only 
luxury in which I thought I might indulge 
myself. I educated and provided for, in 
the best manner I was able, three of my 
nephews; and afforded support to the rest 
of my family in Provence. I never refusied 
relief to unfortunate persons who applied to 
me; but I severely reproach myself with 
having too much given them the preference 
to relations whose necessities were not 
known to me, by their fault, or by mine. 
My revenue, considerable, no doubt, for a 
man of letters, would have been much more 
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SO, had I not limited it myself by cessions 
and refusals. It has already been seen that 
I resigned my pension on the Mercure. I 
had, in Hke manner, given up that I enjoyed 
in quaHty of censor. I had twice refused 
the honourable and profitable place of per- 
petual secretary to the Academy of Belles 
Lettres. After the death of M. Hardion, 
keeper of the books in the king's cabinet at 
Versailles, M. Bignon wished to give me 
this place, which was productive both of 
utility and emolument, but I prevailed on 
him to dispose of it in favour of another. 
M, Lenoir, in 1789, having given in his 
resignation of the place of librarian to the 
king, M, de Saint Priest, then minister, had 
the goodness to ofier it to me. Seduced by 
the hope of estabUshing this place as the 
property of men of literature, I was tempted 
to accept it, though I was sensible how 
much the sacrifice of my time, and of my 
literary labours, would be painful to me: 
but having soon found that it was only of- 
fered to me because I was thought necessary 
to secure it to the president d'Ormesson, 
i¥ho was in treaty for it with M. Lenoir, 
and whom it was intended to make my as- 
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sociate, and successor in case of survivor- 
ship; disgusted besides at the difficulties 
which my appointment would occasion 
in the pecuniary arrangements between M. 
Lenoir and him, arrangements to which I 
ought to have been, and wished to be a 
stranger, and seeing the only hope which 
could have overcome my repugnance va- 
nish, I renounced the ambitious views 
which I had .entertained for literature, and 
not for myself. The manner in which my 
thanks for the offer which I declined were 
received, and the facility with which the 
affair was immediately after concluded, 
convinced me that I had acted rightly; 
and that if it had been at first thought ne- 
cessary to give me the place, it was then 
found very proper to set me aside. 

I ought not to omit, in a narrative of 
the events of my life, my admission into 
the French Academy, from which I had 
always held myself at a distance; nor the 
reason which obliged me in some sQrt to 
solicit a place in .it. In the course of this 
same year (1789) M. Bauz6e died. The 
success of the Trawls of Anachcirsis had in- 
flamed the zeal of some members of that 
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body, with whom I had long been connected : 
they communicated their sentiments of 
esteem and friendship for me to a great 
number of their brethren, who proposed to 
them to offer me the place left vacant by 
M. Bauz6e. I was affected with the warmth 
with which they expressed to me the wish 
of the Academy ; but I had taken my reso- 
lution, and, notwithstanding their earnest 
solicitations, I remained firm; objecting 
my age, and especially my repugnance to 
any kind of public exhibition^ and every 
new engagements I thought I had escaped, 
when I leartted, a few days after, that the 
Academy, jio ope of its sittings, had resolved 
to elect me, notwithstanding my refusal. 
It was easy to foresee the consequences of 
this resolution* If, after the election, I ac- 
cepted the placey it would not fail to be said 
that I bad wished to be dispensed from the 
customary visits^ and to obtain a distinction 
to which the greatest men had not pretend- 
ed; if I refused, I should oflfend a respect- 
able body, at the very moment they were 
conferring on me the highest honour. I 
therefore no loDger hesitated; I maide my 
visits; . my age prevented. any competition ; 
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and, to complete my good fortune, M. de 
Boufflers, who had always testified a friend- 
ship for me, performed, in quality of direc- 
tor, the honours of the sitting. My discourse 
was received with indulgence: all admired 
the wit, the graces, and the novel and im- 
pressive ideas which shone in his, and a 
part of the interest which he excited was 
reflected on the choice of the Academy. 

Since that time, beaten almost inces- 
santly by the revolutionary tempest, op- 
pressed by the weight of years and infirmi- 
ties, stripped of all that I possessed, deprived 
every day of some one of the dearest of my 
friends, trembling continually for the small 
number of those which remained, my life 
has been only a series of ills. If fortune 
had till then treated me with too much 
kindness, she has since taken sufficient re- 
venge. But it is not my intention to 
complain: when we suffer in the general 
oppression, we may groan, but must not 
complain. Let it only be permitted to my 
heart, oppressed with grief, to shed some 
tears to friendship — I ought to mention, 
nevertheless, that in the midst of my suf- 
fering I experienced a very unexpected 
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consolation, which inclined me to believe, for 
a moment, that I was suddenly transported 
into another world; and I cannot, without 
ingratitude, conceal the name of the humane 
and generous man to whom I was indebted 
for it. 

Immediately after my release from the 
Madelonettes, to which I had been commit- 
ted prisoner on the second of September of 
the present year 1793, on the denunciation of 
I know not what clerk; as were also the 
other keepers of the Hbrary, and my nephew 
Courfay, who was my associate in the ca- 
binet of medals ; I learned that notwith- 
standing the acknowledged falsehood of this 
denunciation, it was intended to dismiss us, 
and appoint others to our places. This re- 
port appeared to me to have the more found- 
ation, as the keys of the cabinet, which the 
minister of the interior had caused to be 
taken from me when we were arrested, had 
never been returned to me; and were con- 
fided every day, not to me or my nephew, 
but to a clerk of the cabinet, who kept it 
open to the public, morning and evening. I 
expected, therefore, every moment to see 
myself deprived of this last resource which 
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remained for my subsistence ; when, on the 
12th of October, in the evening, I saw enter 
my apartment, citizen Par6, the minister of 
the interior, who gave me a letter which he 
had written himself, and which he requested 
me to read. This letter presents so strong a 
contrast to our present manners, it does so 
much honour to the minister who could 
write it in these unhappy times, that I cannot 
resist the desire to transcribe it here, in order 
to pay, as far as is in my power, the tribute 
of my gratitude :— 

The 21st day of the Ist month of the 2d year of the Re- 
public, one and indivisible. 

'PA^t, Minister of the Interior, 
. To BARTHELBBf Y, Keeper of the National Library. 

'' On re-entering the national library, from whioh some 
rigorous circomstaoces have for a moment removed you, 
say with Anacharsis, when he viewed with surprise and 
delight the library of Euclid, My resolution is taken, I 
will never leave this place. No, citizen, you shall never 
leaVe it more, and I (omiA my certainty of this on the jus- 
tice of a pepple which, iwill always consider it as an in- 
violable law to reward thei author of a wx)rk which, with 
so many charms, presents to oar imagination the flourish- 
ing times of Grreece, and those republican manners wliich 
produced so many great meA and' so* many great actions. 
I confide^ to yOur oare- the national library ; il flatty my- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



OF J. J. BABTHELEBIY. 73 

self tbat yoa will accept this honourable oflSce, and Ixon- 
gratalate myself on being able to offer it to you. When 
I read, for the first ^ time, the Travels of Anacharsis, I 
admired that production, in which genius has bestowed so 
many charms on erudition ; but I was far firom imagining 
that I should one day be the instrument employed by an 
equitable people, to give to its author a testimony of their 
gratitude. 

'' I will not dissemble that this sanctuary of haman 
knowledge has hitherto felt but little of the influence of 
the roYolution; that the people as yet are ignorant that 
this domain is theirs ; that tl^ey ought continually to have 
free access, and to meet there only Callicut' equally dis- 
posed to receive, and to instruct them as brethren. Let, 
then, citizen, by your care, this monument, so worthy of 
a great nation, at length offer to us all those precious ad- 
vantages which were presented to the imagination and the 
eyes in the smallest republics of antiquity. 

" PARfe." 



The more than obliging style of this letter, 
the behaviour of the minister, the grace with 
which he accompanied his benefaction, his 
earnest persuasion that I would accept of 
it, the testimonies of regard for me which he 
lavished on me; all combined to make the 
strongest impression on me. I could not find 
words to express the gratitude with which I 
was penetrated; but the consciousness of my 
inability to fulfil, in the condition in which I 
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* was, the duties of librarian, gave me strength 
to resist. He had the goodness to testify re- 
gret at my refusal; and it was with diflficulty 
that he consented to leave me in the place 
which I had so long occupied, and which had 
always been sufficient for my ambition. 

I have given, in the former part of this Me- 
moir, a summary idea of my labours in the 
cabinet of medals, during the latter years of 
my predecessor: in the following Memoir will 
be seen what I did afterwards, and what I 
proposed to do, to enrich it, and render it 
more and more useful. 
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MEMOIR II. 

On the Cahinef of Medals. 

As soon as I was appointed keeper of the ca- 
binet of medals, I employed my attention on 
the means of rendering it as useful as might 
be practicable. 

1. Such a depository cannot be public. 
As the medals are arranged in paste-board 
cases, and several persons may put their 
hands on them at a time, it would be easy 
to carry them off, or to substitute for va- 
luable medals such as are spurious or com- 
mon. Kotwithstanding this inconvenience 
I rendered the cabinet more accessible; but 
I fixed no day in the week when admission 
should be granted to every person indis- 
criminately. When an individual offered 
himself, either alone, or accompanied by 
one or two friends, he was admitted imme- 
diately. If a man of learning, an artist, or 
a foreigner, applied for several admissions, 
I never refused them. With • respect to 
companies, I required to be previously in- 
formed, and I assigned them different days; 
by which I avoided a crowd without refus- 
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ing any person. Yet, notwithstanding these 
precautions, I was often assailed by very 
numerous groups, and I had no other re- 
source, after I had got rid of them, but 
carefully to examine the shelves at which 
they had been looking. 

2. I considered it as incumbent on me 
to give in writing all the elucidations and 
information requested of me by men of learn- 
ing, either from our provinces, or froni 
foreign countries. These answers sometimes 
required long discussions, and sometimes a 
mechanical labour still longer and more tire- 
some; such, for example, as to weigh exactly 
a certain number of medals or coins. There 
will be found in one of my boxes several 
statements of these weights, and in the Me- 
moirs of the Academy of Inscriptipns, a 
dissertation, by the late M. de Nauze, on 
the Roman pound. I had furnished him 
with the exact weight of all the medals of 
the higher empire. This labour cost me 
not less than twenty days, and was a great 
expence to me. I had then no person to 
assist me. I must observe, that several of 
these medals have been since exchanged for 
others in better preservation, the weight 
4 
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of which diflfers from the former by some 
grains. 

3. I had flattered myself that I might 
one day publish, in whole or in part, the 
cabinet of which the care was confided to 
me; and it would in consequence be neces- 
sary to bring it to such a degree of perfec- 
tion, that it might become more useful, and 
maintain, or rather increase, the high esti- 
mation in which it was held throughout 
Europe. I distinctly foresaw the whole 
extent of the labour which such an under- 
taking would impose on me. It would be 
necessary, before a medal was inserted in 
any series, to ascertain its authenticity, and 
the peculiarities by which it was distin- 
guished from another medal, nearly similar, 
already to be found in the series. It would 
afterwards be necessary to give its descrip- 
tion in a supplement, with reference to the 
catalogue, as also the time when it was ac- 
quired, and the name of the person from 
whom it was obtained. These minute de- 
tails become so insupportable when they 
are numerous, that some acknowledgment 
must be due to the keeper, who, not content 
with preserving and communicating the 
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riches of the cabinet, sacrifices to the desire 
of increasing them, labours more agreeable 
to himself, and more suited to obtain the 
public attention. 

When Louis XIV. formed the cabinet, 
series of modern coins and medals, in gold 
and silver, struck in every part of Europe, 
were collected. After the death of Colbert 
these series were neglected. I resolved to 
resume the collection of those in silver, and 
begin with Sweden and Denmark. I sent 
to Stockholm and Copenhagen an account 
of the medals we had of those two kingdoms, 
and our ambassadors procured and trans- 
mitted all those which were wanting. Those 
cost twenty thousand livres. M. d'Argenson, 
who had the literary department, thought it 
preferable to give our attention to ancient 
medals. 

About the end of the year 1734, M. 
Cary, my friend, died at Marseilles. He 
left a cabinet of medals worthy of attention. 
From the accounts sent me by my brother, 
I estimated the value at eighteen thousand 
livres. He was satisfied with that price. 
I spoke to M. d'Argenson on the subject, 
who promised me an ordonnance for that 
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sum, but in paper. The heir wished to 
have ready money, which, however, could 
not be gjiven. The minister proposed twenty- 
two thousand livres, payable in different 
years,. M. Gary consented, but on condi^- 
tion that these successive payments should 
be secured to him. This negotiation was 
protracted. I was about to set out for Rome, 
and was to pass through Marseilles. M. 
Gary at length wrote to me, that if the eigh- 
teen thousand Uvres were not paid by St 
Louis' day, 1755, he should dispose of the 
medals to a foreign agent, who had the 
money ready. I related my embarrassment 
to one of my friends, M. de Fontferrieres, 
farmer-general, who in the most obliging 
manner possible, gave me a note on the di- 
rector-general of the farms at Marseilles, 
and the money was paid me immediately. 
I remitted the eighteen thousand livres 
to M. Gary, with the approbation of 
'M. d'Argenson, whom I had previously in- 
formed of the transaction. I packed up 
the whole cabinet, and lodged it as a pledge 
with M. de Fontferrieres. On my return, 
in 17575 he restored it to me, and would 
never receive any interest for the sum he had 

VOL. I. H 
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advanced. The ordonnance, as M. d'Ar- 
genson had proposed, had been made out 
in 1775, for twenty-two thousand livres ; 
and the four thousand livres which remained 
after the payment of the eighteen thousand, 
were deposited in the treasur}' of the library. 
M. d'Argenson was then no longer in office, 
and I could not obtain for M. de Fontfer- 
rieres any acknowledgment of gratitude, or 
even of satisfection. 

This acquisition procured many valuable 
medals in all the series contained in the 
cabinet. 

The series of gold medals was particu- 
larly enriched, in 1762, by the collection 
of M. de Cleves, which might vie in beauty 
with that of the national cabinet. It was 
sold for fifty thousand livres. M. du Ho- 
dent, an intelligent amateur, was the pur- 
chaser. Before he made his offers, he wished 
to be assured that the cabinet would take a 
part of it. I was promised an ordonnance 
foi: twenty thousand livres, but in notes which 
were at discount, and would only produce 
in reality fourteen thousand, M. du Hodent, 
concluded his bargain, and brought me im- 
mediately the whole collection. With these 
fourteen thousand livres, I not only acquired 
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the medals wanting in our gold series, but I 
exchanged many others which were in bad 
preservation. 

Among the former I ought not to forget 
the unique and celebrated medal of Uranius 
Antoninus, who under the reign of Alexan-* 
der Severus was raised to the empire by 
the army of the east, and who soon after lost 
both the crown and bis liberty. Such also 
is another unique medal of Constantius UL 
the father of Valentinian III. associated to 
the empire by Honorius ILL his father«in« 
law. Such is also the medal of the empress 
Fausta, the wife of Constantine the Great, 
and that of the empress Licinia Eudoxia, 
the wife of the Emperor Placidus Valenti- 
jiian. There were likewise several others, 
which serve to form the chain of the princes 
and princesses who have filled the throne of 
the Roman empire. 

The cabinet of M. de Cleves fiurnished be- 
sides a number of excellent medals for the 
series of the ancient republics, and that of the 
ancient kings of Greece. 

M. Pellerin, who was for a very long 
tim« first clerk of the marine, and afterwards 
wcceeded by his sod, had formed the mofrt 

h2 
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valuable cabinet ever possessed by an ama-^ 
teur. The acquisition of several private col- 
lections had laid the foundation of it, and a 
correspondence for more than forty years 
with all our consuls in the Levant, had en- 
riched it with a prodigious number of valu- 
.able, and till then unknown, Greek medals ; 
and the explanation which the possessor had 
given of them, in several volumes, in quarto, 
liad rendered it extremely celebrated. 

In 1776, M. Pellerin proposed to add 
this superb cabinet to that of the king. Cir- 
cumstances were favourable. M. de Maure- 
pas, who had always patronised that family, 
was then minister ; and M. de Malesherbes 
minister and secretary of state for the Uterary 
department. I presented several memoirs^ 
but I did not attempt to interfere in the ' 
valuation. M. Pellerin, whose will was 
absolute, demanded a hundred thousand 
crowns, take them or leave them. The 
bargain was concluded at this price, but 
executed by M. Pellerin in a manner so 
rude and oflFensive, that I was more than 
once tempted to prevent its completion. I 
could not obtain, not only the giving up of 
the catalogues, but even the communication 
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of them, and was obliged to be contented 
with some general notices, and a cursory 
glance at the shelves. It is true that I was 
perfectly well acquainted with this cabinet, 
and that, notwithstanding the impatience of 
M. Pellerin, I had time to ascertain the 
authenticity of the medals which he had 
caused to be engraved. 

At that time I thought that; the price 
paid for this cabinet was above its value, 
but I found sufficient reason to change my 
opinion when I came to insert the different 
series into those of which I had the direc^ 
tion. 

After the cabinet had been removed, 
M. de Pellerin made me a present of his 
work on medals, in nine volumes quarto. 
I already had it ; but this copy contained a 
great number of manuscript notes written 
principally against myself. This was a gra^- 
tuity of a new kind. 

Some years after the death of M. Pelle- 
rin, the cabinet of M. d'Ennery was sold. 
This was particularly distinguished for a 
numerous series of Imperial medals in gold, 
which he had obtained from M. de Vaux, 
and had greatly increased. The catalogue 
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of this cabinet was published in one vo- 
lume quarto. No person offered to take 
the whole of it, and it w{is sold in detail. 
The gold medals were divided into lots of 
ten or twelve each. We had taken account 
of those which we wanted, and were for- 
tunate enough to obtain a -great number of 
them. As these medals were sold almost 
for the value of the gold, we purchased for 
about twelve thousand livres, what were 
worth twenty-five or thirty thousand. M. de 
Breteuil, then minister and secretary of state, 
very willingly consented to this arrange- 
ment. 

Besides the cabinets of MM. Gary, Cleves, 
Pellerin, and Ennery, frequent accidental 
acquisitions, and a constant correspondence 
which I maintained with the learned of dif- 
ferent countries, procured me, in the space 
of forty years, a very great number of 
medals, as may be seen in the supplements 
and catalogues that I have drawn up. I 
was especially desirous to obtain those which 
had been elucidated in particular works, or 
had occasioned disputes among the learned. 
Of this I might give many examples, but two 
or three shall suffice. 
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The fathers Corsini and Froelich had 
published a medallion in silver, on which 
one had read MinnisaVy and the other Adin- 
nigaoj which the one took for a Parthian, and 
the other for an Armenian king. I had seen 
this medallion at Florence, in the possession 
of Baron de Stosch, whom I could not prevail 
on to let me have it, but I afterwards ob- 
tained it from his nephew. 

I had seen in the cabinet of the Cheva- 
lier Vettori at Rome, four Latin medals, in 
small bronze, which appeared to me to be 
relative to Christianity. They had at first 
belonged to the antiquarian Sabbatiori, who 
had caused them to be engraved without ex- 
plaining, them. One of them has, on one 
side, a head covered with a hon's skin with 
the name of Alexander ; and on the reverse 
a she ass with her foal, and round them the 
name of Jesus Christ. For the two others 
I refer to the engravings published by 
Vettori-* These medals are referred by 

* De vetostate et fonn& monogrammatis sanctissimi 
nominis Jesa dissertatio. Romee 1747, in 4to. p. 60. Id. 
Epist ad Paulmn Mariam Paciaudi. Ibidem 1747, in 
4to. p. 15. Id. Dissert. Apologet de qaibnsdam Aiex- 
andri Severi nomismatibos. Ibid in 4to. p. 6. 
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Vettori to the reign of Alexander Severus, 
and by Father Paciaudi to that of Julian the 
Apostate."*^ Before them Montfaucon had 
published the first of these medals^ from a 
drawing which he had received from Italy-f-. 
In consequence of the celebrity which these 
three antiquaries had given to the medals in 
question, I was eager to acquire them after 
the death of Vettori ; though by this acqui- 
sition I did not consider myself as vouching 
for their authenticity, I only proposed to 
enable those who might desire it to inspect 
and examine them. / 

M. Henrion, of the Academy of Belles 
Lettres, had formerly published a medal 
of Trajan in silver, re-coined with a Sama* 
ritan die. This relict of antiquity, the more 
valuable as it removes several uncertainties 
relative to Samaritan medals, had fallen into 
the hands of the Abb6 de Tersan, who had 
also discovered another of the same sort. At 
my request he consented to an exchange, and 
I deposited them in the cabinet. 

* Osseryazioni di Paolo Maria. Paciaudi Teatino 
;sopra alcune singolari e strane medaglie Napoli 1748^ 
p. 48. 

t Antiq. ^xpUq. t. ii. part 2. pL 168. 
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I conceived that by a continuaoce of 
this attention, the cabinet might become a 
general depository, in which those rare 
medab which, sometimes fall into the hands 
of individuals, and afterwards disappear, 
might be preserved. 

I have taken an account of all the valuable 
additions which I acquired for the cabinet. 
The ancient medals amount to twenty thou- 
sand, and are equal, both for rarity and num- 
ber, to those which since its establbhment 
had placed it at the head of all the cabinets of 
Europe. 

I do not mention the modern ihedals ; 
though I did not neglect them, I did not 
think that they ought to be attended to with 
the same care. 

The duplicates of medals which the ac- 
<}uisition of a cabinet procured me, enabled 
me to make exchanges, and thus obtain 
many which I could not have purchased with 
money. 

If my success was a source to me of 
pleasing satisfaction, the scrupulously careful 
insertion of so many medals in their proper 
places cost me great labour. I never pro- 
posed the acquisition of a cabinet without 
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exposing raysdf to the sacrifice of a verj 
considerable portion of my time. I ac* 
knowledge, however, with pleasure, that ray 
nephew Courpay, who became my associate 
in 1772, greatly relieved me in my labours, as 
well with respect to the acquisitions posterior 
to that period, as the daily business of the 
cabinet. 

I have always met with the utmost fa- 
cility of accommodation for the enriching 
the depository committed to my care, on 
the part of librarians and ministers; and I 
had reason to rely on their assistance for the 
completion of a design of which I had never 
lost sight : I mean the engraving and publi- 
cation of the cabinet. I proposed to begin 
with the series of Greek kings, annexing a 
brief commentary, the fruit of an experience 
of sixty years, and the examination of more 
than four hundred thousand medals. As 
my age did not permit me to complete this 
undertaking, I felt, some years since, the 
necessity of associating with my nephew 
another assistant, who being early initiated 
in the knowledge of these remains of an- 
tiquity, might be enabled to contribute to 
the execution of my project. I cast my eyes 
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on M. Barbi6, who had already acquired 
extensive knowledge in ancient history and 
geography. I proposed him to M. de Bre- 
teuil, who was willing to give him an employ- 
ment in the cabinet. I represented to him, 
likewise, that it was time to communicate to 
the learned of Europe the treasure which I 
had under my care. He received my propo- 
sition with that zeal which he has always ma« 
nifested for the advancement of literature and 
the arts ; but different circumstances pre- 
vented the fulfilment of his good wishes. 
These were, first, the ill state of the finances ; 
aftarwards the assembling of the Notables, 
the States-general, &c. M. Barbi6 has since 
been placed in another department of the 
library, without its being thought necessary 
even to inform me of his appointment 
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MEMOIR III. 

On Anacharsis. 

Chancb first suggested to me the idea of 
the Travels of Aoacharsis. I was in Italy 
in the year 1755, less attentive to the actual 
state of the cities through which I passed, 
than to the recollection of their ancient splen- 
dour. My thoughts naturally reverted to 
the age in which they disputed with each' 
other the glory of fostering in their bosom 
the sciences and the arts, and I conceived 
the idea that the relation of a journey 
through this country, about the time of 
Leo X., which should be continued during 
a certain number of years, would exhibit 
characters and scenes the most interesting 
and instructive for the history of the human 
mind. This will appear from the following 
sketch : — 

A Frenchman passes the Alps : he finds 
at Pavia Jerome Cardan, who has written 
upon almost all subjects, and whose works 
amount to ten volumes in folio. At Parma 
he sees Corregio, painting in fresco the dome 
of the cathedral; at Mantua, Count Bal- 
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thazar CJastiglione, author of the excellent 
work entitled the Courtier (II Cortigiano) ; 
at Verona, Fracastorius, a physician, phi- 
losopher, astronomer, mathematician, cosmo- 
grajAer, and a man of general literature i 
celebrated under all these titles, but more 
especially as a poet. For the greater part 
of writers at that time, endeavoured to dis- 
tinguish themselves in every branch of 
science, as will constantly be the case when 
literature is first introduced into a country. 
At Padua he attends the lectures of Philip 
Decius, professor of the civil law, and 
renowned for the superiority of his talents 
and his extensive knowledge. Padua was 
then in a state of dependence on Venice. 
Louis XII. having seized on the Milanese, 
was desirous to render its capital illustrious 
by fixing the residence of Decius there ; and 
in consequence caused him to be demanded 
of the republic of Venice, which refused to 
consent to his removal. The negociations 
on this subject continued a long time; and 
the two powers were near appealing to 
arms to determine which should possess a 
civilian. 

At Venice our traveller sees Daniel Bar- 
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baro^ the inheritor of a name auspicious to 
literature, and the lustre of which be ha» 
preserved by commentaries on the Rhetoric 
of Aristotle, by a translation of Vitruvius, 
and a Treatise on Perspective. He sees 
there also Paulus Manutius, who exercised 
* the art of printing, and cultivate literature 
with the same success as his fether, Aldus 
Manutius. At the house of Paul he finds 
all the editions of the ancient Greek and 
Latin authors, which bad lately issued from 
the most famous printing-presses of Italy ; 
among others that of Cicero, in four volumes 
folio, published at Milan, in 1499 ; and the 
Psalter in four languages, Hebrew, Greek, 
Chaldee, and Arabic, printed at Genoa in 
1516. 

He sees at Ferrara, Ariosto ; at Bolo^a, 
six hundred scholars, assiduously attending 
the lectures on jurisprudence delivered by 
the Professor Ricini ; and among them Al- 
ciatus, who soon after lectured to eight 
hundred, and echpsed the glory of Bartolus 
and Accursius. At Florence he sees Ma-' 
chiavel ; the historians, Guicciardini and 
Paulus Jovius, a flourishing university, and 
that house of Medici formerly engaged in 
4 
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pursuits of commerce, but now a sovereign 
house, and allied to many royal families ; 
which in its first state exhibited great virtues, 
and in its latter great vices ; but which was 
always illustrious and celebrated, because it 
always patronised literature and the arts. 
At Sienna he finds Matthiolus employed on 
his Commentary on Dioscorides ; at Rome, 
Michael Angelo erecting the cupola of St 
Peter^s; Raphael painting the galleries of 
the Vatican ; Sadolet and Bembo, after^ 
wards cardinals, officiating as secretaries to 
Leo X. ; Trissin bringing on the stage his 
Sophonisba, the first tragedy composed by 
a modern; Beroald, the librarian of the 
Vatican, preparing for publication the An*- 
nals of Tacitus, which had lately been 
discovered in Westphalia, and which had 
been purchased by Leo X. at the price of" 
five hundred golden ducats. He witnesses 
also the offers of the same pope, of places 
under the government of such learned men 
of any nation, as would come and reside in 
his states, and distinguished rewards to those 
who should bring to him manuscripts newly 
discovered. 

At Naples he finds Talesio endeavouring 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



94 MEMOIRS OF THE LIFE 

to revive the system of Parmenides, and 
who, according to Bacon, was the first re- 
storer of philosophy. He finds also there the 
famous Jordano Bruno, whom nature seems 
to have chosen for her interpreter; but to 
whom, while she bestowed on him the most 
admirable genius, she refused the talent of 
self-government. 

Hitherto our traveller has only been re- 
presented as traversing Italy rapidly from 
one extremity to the other, meeting every 
where with prodigies, I mean with great 
monuments and great men, and filled with 
admiration continually increasing: similar 
objects would every where arrest his atten- 
tion were he to change his course. What 
a harvest of discoveries then might he reap ! 
What an abundant source would he find 
for reflections, as to the dawn of that know- 
ledge which has diffused its splendour over 
Europe! I had intended to have confined 
myself merely to pointing out in a general 
manner these researches; but my subject 
draws me on, and demands some more par- 
ticular explanations. 

Italy, in the fifth and sixth centuries of 
the Christian ^era, was subjugated by the 
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Heruli, the Goths, the Ostrogoths, and other 
barbarous tribes till then unknown. In the 
fifteenth, under more favourable auspices, it 
was subdued by talents and genius which 
were invited thither, or at least assembled 
there, by the families of Medici, Este, Ur- 
bino, Gonzaga, by the most petty sove- 
reigns, and the different republics. Great 
men every where abounded, some natives 
of Italy, others attracted from different 
countries, not so much by the contemptible 
expectations of interest, as by the most flat^ 
tering and honourable distinctions ; and 
others from the neighbouring nations, to 
assist in the propagation of learning, super- 
intend the education of youth, or watch 
over the health of the sovereigns. Every 
where were established universities and col- 
leges ; printing-houses for all languages and 
every science ; and libraries continually en- 
riched with the works that issued from them, 
and with manuscripts discovered in, and 
brought from countries where ignorance still 
maintained her gloomy reign. So numerous 
were academies, that at Ferrara there were 
not less than ten or twelve; at Bologna 
about fourteen; at Sienna sixteen. The 
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objects of their institution were the sciences, 
literature, languages, history, and the arts. 
In two of these academies, one of which 
was especially devoted to Plato, and the 
other to his disciple Aristotle, the opinions 
of the ancient philosophy were discussed, 
and those of the modern suggested. At 
Bologna, as also at Venice, one of these 
academies had the care of the press, at- 
tending at once to the goodness of the 
paper, the beauty of the type, the correc- 
tion of the proofs, and whatever might 
conduce to the perfection of the new 
editions. 

Italy was then the country in which 
learning had already made, and was still 
making, the* greatest progress* This pro- 
gress was the effect of the emulation that 
prevailed between the different govern- 
ments among which it was divided, and the 
nature of the climate. In every state the 
capital, and even the less considerable towns, 
were eager for the attaimnent of learning, 
and literary glory. Almost all of them pre- 
sented the astronomer with observatories; 
the anatomist with amphitheatres; the bo- 
tanist with gardens well stocked with plants ; 
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the learned in general with numerous collecr 
tions of booksy medaK ^nd ancient monu- 
ments. Every kind of knowledge was treated 
with grateful esteem, and rewarded with thef 
most honourable distinctions. 

As to climate, it is not uncommon* to 
find in this country active atid inventive 
imaginations, and minds accurate and pro*^ 
found, adapted to the conception of great 
enterprises, capable of long meditating upon 
them, and incapable of abandoning^ thenv 
when once happily formed. It is lo theses 
advantages and these qualities combined^ 
that Italy is indebted for that mass of kuKyww 
fedge and talents which at sooie period(» 
raised her so eminently above the^ othe^ 
countries of Europe. 

I have placed Ariosto' under the pon- 
tificate of Leo X. I ifiight have considered 
as the coirtcmporaries of this poet, Pfetrarch, 
though he Kved a hundred and' fifty yeeits 
before him; and Tasso, though he wad* born> 
eleven years- after him ; the fermer, because 
it wa» not tiM the time of Leo X^ that hifr 
Italian poems', neglected almoisi from theiir 
birth, were admired and passed thrmigk' 
nmnepoud editions^ several of whi<5b were ac- 
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companied with commentaries; and Tasso, 
because he had in a great degree formed his 
taste and style from the works of Ariosto. 
It is thus that we give the name of the Nile 
equally to the sources and mouths of that 
river. All the different species of poetry 
were then cultivated. Besides Ariosto, we 
may cite as excelling in Italian poetry, 
Bernard Tasso, father of the celebrated Tor- 
quato Tasso, Hercules Bentivoglio, Annibal 
Caro, and Berni ; in Latin poetry, Sanna- 
zarius, Politian, Vida, and Beroaldus; and 
among those who without being professed 
poets occasionally wrote verses, Leo X, 
'Machiavel, Michael Angelo, and Benvenuto 
Cellini, who excelled as a sculptor, a worker 
in gold, and an engraver. 

The progress of architecture in the age 
of which we are speaking is attested, on the 
one hand, by the works of Serlio, Vignola, 
and Falladio; as also by the numerous 
commentaries which made their appear- 
ance on the treatise of Vitruvius; and on 
the other, by the public edifices and pri- 
vate buildings then erected, and which still 
remain. 

With respect to painting I have already 
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mentioned Michael Angelo, Raphael^ and 
Corregio ; to whom must be added Julio 
Romano, Titian, Andrea del Sarto, and the 
numerous artists whose genius was formed by 
their instructions and their works. 

Every day appeared some new production 
on the systems of Plato, Aristotle, or other 
ancient philosophers. Indefatigable critics, 
such as Giraldus, Panvinius, Sigonius,^ and 
others, employed themselves on the Roman 
antiquities, and almost every town collected 
its annals. 

While some writers, to display the his- 
tory of man in all its extent, explored the 
origin of the most ancient nations ; intrepid 
navigators exposed themselves to the great- 
est dangers to discover distant and unknown 
countries, whose existence had before been 
only suspected. The names of Christopher 
Columbus of Genoa, Americus Vespucius 
of Florence, and Sebastian Cabot of Venice, 
adorn this list, which was quickly enlarged 
by those of several other Italians, whose 
accounts were shortly after inserted in the 
collection of voyages by Ramusio, their 
countryman. 

The taking of Constantinople by the 
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Turks in 1453, and the liberal munificence 
of Leo X. occasioned an influx of Greeks 
into Italy, who brought with theoi all the 
elementary books relative to the mathe- 
matics. Their language was in consequence 
eagerly studied; their bookp were printed, 
translated and explained, and a taste for 
geometry became general. Many, among 
whom were Commandinus and Tartaglia^ 
devoted their whole attention to this study ; 
others connected it with their favourite pur- 
suits : such was Maurolico of Messina, who 
published various works on arithmetic, me- 
chanics, astronomy, optics, music, the his- 
tory of Sicily, grammar, the lives of some 
saints, and the Roman martyrology, without 
neglecting Italian poetry ; such also was 
Augustin Niso, professor of philosophy at 
Rome under Leo X. who wrote on astrono- 
my, medicine, politics, morals, rhetoric, and 
several other subjects. ^ 

Anatomy was enriched by the observa- 
tions of Fallopius of Modena, of Aquapen- 
dente his disciple, of Bolognini of Padua, of 
Vigo of Genoa, &c. 

Aldrovandi of Bologna, after having been 
professor of botany and philosophy forty-eight 
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years io the university of that city, left at his 
decease a course of natural history in seven- 
teen volumes in folio. 

Among the immense number of works 
which then appeared, I have not mentioned 
those which treat exclusively on theology 
or jurisprudence, as they are well known to 
those who cultivate these sciences, and would 
be but little interesting to those who are un- 
acquainted with them. With regard to the 
other classes, I have adduced only a few 
examples, taken, as I may say, at random. 
They will suffice, however, to shew the dif- 
ferent kinds of literature then most cultivated, 
and the different means employed to extend 
and multiply human knowledge. 

The progress of the arts favoured a taste 
for public exhibitions and magnificence. 
The study of the history and antiquities of 
the Greeks and Romans, gave rise to ideas 
of decorum, uniformity and perfection be- 
fore unknown. Julian of Medici, the bro- 
ther of Leo X, having been proclaimed a 
Roman citizen, this proclamation was ac- 
companied with public sports; and a large 
theatre was erected in the square of the 
Capitol, in which wa* represented, during 
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two days, a comedy of Plautus, the tnusic 
and magnificent scenery of which excited 
general admiration. The pope, who con- 
ceived that on this occasion he might convert 
into an act of beneficence what was in reality 
an act of justice, diminished some of the 
taxes ; and the people, who took this act of 
justice for an act of beneficence, erected a 
statue to him. 

An observer who should thus see nature 
suddenly disclosing so many secrets, phi- 
losophy discovering so many truths, and 
industry so many inventions, at the time, 
too, when a new world was added to the old, 
might suppose himself present at a second 
birth of the human race; but his surprise 
at all these wonders would diminish, when 
he saw merit and talents successfully con- 
tending with the most respected titles, and 
the learned, and men of literature of every 
class, admitted to the Roman purple, to the 
councils of kings, to the most important offices 
of government, to every honour, and every 
dignity. 

To render still more interesting the 
Travels I proposed to write, it would have 
been sufficient to subjoin to that spirit of 
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emulation which displayed itself on every 
side, all the new ideas to which this asto- 
nishing revolution gave birth; the commo- 
tions which then agitated the nations of 
Europe ; the conformity with ancient Rome 
which incessantly recurred to the mind ; 
and all that the present times announced to 
the future. For the age of Leo X. was the 
dawn of those that succeeded ; and many 
men of genius who flourished in the seven* 
teenth and eighteenth centuries were, in a 
great degree, indebted for their celebrity to 
those whom Italy had produced in the two 
preceding centuries. 

This subject presented to my view scenes 
so rich, diversified, and instructive, that I 
was at first strongly inclined to adopt it: 
but considering afterwards that it would 
require me to apply to a kind of studies 
entirely new to me ; and recollecting that a 
journey through Greece, about the time 
of Philip, the father of Alexander, without 
taking me out of the course of my ordinary 
occupations, would afford me an oppor- 
tunity of comprising, within suitable limits, 
whatever is most interesting in Grecian 
history, with a great variety of particulars 
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i:elative to the sciences, arts, religion, man- 
ners, customs, &c. of which history does not 
take notice, I eagerly embraced this idea, 
and after having long revolved it in my mind, 
I began my work in 1757, immediately after 
my return from Italy. 

A numerous library might be formed of 
the works published on Grecian antiquities. 
Gronovius has brought together a small 
part of them in his collection, in twelve vo- 
lumes folio. There are found, among others, 
the treatises of Ubbo Emmius, Cragius, and 
Meursius. The latter has exhausted every 
thing which the ancients have left us with 
respect to the Athenians, and has arranged 
these passages in di£ferent chapters, relative 
to different subjects. Though some passages 
have escaped him, though he has been some- 
times mistaken in his explanations of those 
he has collected, and has often neglected to 
reconcile those which are contradictory ; it 
is impossible sufficiently to admire and praise 
his immense labours. 

I will venture to affirm that mine have 
not been less to ascertain the truth of facts. 
The following is the manner in which I pro- 
ceeded. 
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I had read the ancient authors ; I read 
them again with the pen in ray hand, taking 
notes of all the passages which might eluci- 
date the nature of the governraents, the 
manners and laws of the different states, 
the opinions of the philosophers, &c. Be- 
fore I discussed any subject, I examined and 
compared my extracts with the originals. 
I afterwards consulted the modern critics, 
who had written on the same subject, whe- 
^ ther in its whole extent or partially. If they 
adduced passages that had escaped my re- 
searches, and which might be of use to me, 
I took care to insert them in my notes, after 
having compared them with the originals. 
When their explanation differed from mine, 
I again resorted to the source, and carefully 
examined what was probably the true sense 
of the original. Lastly, when they presented 
me with happy ideas, I adopted them ; but 
always in that case made it a point to cite 
the authors. 

My plan, with great advantages, was ex- 
posed likewise to great diflSculties. 

1st. The Grecian history, of which only 
a part of the records has come down to us, 
presents innumerable difficulties, both with 
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respect to facts and to opinions. The writer 
who has no other object than to discuss 
them, may compare and weigh the autho- 
rity of the witnesses he interrogates : the 
more he hesitates, the more he gives an 
advantageous idea of his knowledge and 
critical sagacity. But by placing Anacharsis 
on the stage, I take from him almost always 
the resource of doubt. He ought always 
to speak positively, since he only relates 
what he has seen, or heard from persons 
perfectly well informed. This too is not 
all ; at the period which I have chosen, so 
much had been written on history and the 
sciences, that the traveller ought not to con- 
fine himself to teaching us what he might pre- 
sume we already knew. As these difficulties 
were continually present to my view, I have 
endeavoured, when I could not overcome 
them, to free myself from them, sometimes by 
avowals which lessen the weight of them, and 
sometimes by sacrifices which entirely remove 
them. 

In Chap. I. Anacharsis observes, that it 
was not till his return to Scythia that he drew 
up the narrative of his travels, " which,'' 
he adds, " possibly would have been more 
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accurate, had not the ship by which I sent 
my books been lost in the Euxine sea/' 
Whence it follows, that in the revision of his 
work, deprived of the same assistance as is 
wanting to us, he could not enlarge, or write 
with minute accuracy, on certain subjects 
of which he retained only a slight remem- 
brance. 

In Chap. XX. he could have wished to 
have given some particulars on the price of 
commodities, and consequently on the value 
of the diflferent kinds of property of the Athe- 
nians. Not being able to do this, he says, 
that he had taken an exact account of the 
price of the different articles of provision, but 
that he had lost it, and could only remember 
that the usual price of com was five drachmas 
the medimnus ; the best ox was worth about 
eighty drachmas, &c. 

In Chap. XLVI. he mentions the law of 
Lycurgus which estabUshed the . equality 
of fortunes among the citizens. According 
to the ordinary course of things, such a law 
could not long subsist. By what precau- 
tions did Lycurgus propose to ensure its 
duration? The question is of some impor- 
tance; but from want of materials we are 
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unable to resolve it. I make Anacbarsid 
say — " Wben I was at Sparta^ the regularity 
of the possessions of individuals- had been 
deranged by a decree of the ephorus Epi- 
tades, who wished to avenge himself of his 
son ; and as I neglected to inform myself of 
their ancient state, I shall only be able to ex^ 
plain the views of the legislator on this siab- 
^ ject, by recurring to his principles/' — Here 
follow some reflections^ which my traveller 
proposes as simple conjectures. 

When such modifications have not been 
sufficient, I have been silent^ sometimes with 
respect to customs which were only attested 
by one writer, too posterior to the age in 
which I suppose Anacharsis to have lived ; 
sometimes with respect to facts concerning 
which, notwithstanding all my endeavours^ 
I could find no certainty. These sacrifices 
have been considered by some persons as 
omissions, and I have been asked why I 
have not been more explicit oa certain sub^ 
jficts; as, for example,, why I have not 
mentioned the pretended law of the Cretans, 
which permitted the insurrectbn of the 
people when they thought themselves o^ 
pressed. Montesquieu has tibsd it fromr 
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Aristotle; but Montesquieu was mistaken. 
Aristotle, in fact, speaks of this insurrection, 
but as an abuse which was in no manner 
authorized by the laws. In general it was 
important forme to discuss every thing; and 
still more so, not always to decide. 

2d. I had another inconvenience to fear : 
the judgment of a class of men of literature^ 
truly estimable, but extremely difficult. I 
could not convey Anacharsis to Delos, to 
Tempe, into the midst of the festivals of 
Greece, without representing him as sen^ 
sible to the splendour of the spectacles there 
exhibited. I could not employ dialogue, so 
proper to avoid the monotony of style, with* 
put bringing my traveller into the presence 
of the great men who then lived, and even 
of some unknown persons who might give 
him information. It is thus my Scythian 
receives an account of the Grecian litera- 
ture from an Athenian named Euclid; of 
the different systems on first causes, from the 
high priest of Ceres ; of the institution of 
Pythagoras, from a Pythagorean whom he 
meets with at Samos, the native country of 
that philosopher. 

Pausanias has related at considerably 

4 
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length the events of the three wars of Mes« 
senia. They are so instructive that I could 
not be allowed entirely to omit them : and 
so well known, that to render them more in- 
teresting, I have comprised the principal cir- 
cumstances of them in three elegies. I thought 
myself the more authorized to give this form 
to my narrative, since Pausanias has derived 
almost all his materials from the poems of 
Tyrtaeus and Rhianus, who had both sung 
these celebrated wars. I have, at the same 
time, informed the reader, in a note, of the 
liberty I had taken. 

Now, among the men of literature to 
whom I have alluded, there are' some who, 
accustomed to dry and rigorous discussions, 
will not pardon me for having adorned my 
narrative with images which give it more 
life and activity. What I have foreseen 
has happened. Many among them have 
treated my work as a romance, and have 
imputed this to me as a crime. Others^ 
less severe, have had the candour to distin- 
guish the substance from the form. The 
substance presents them with an accuracy 
sufficiently attested, as I think, by the mul- 
titude of citations which- accompany the 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



OF J. J. BARTHBLEMY. in 

narrative. As to the form, they ought to 
have perceived that the ornaments with which 
I have thought it proper to embellish my sub- 
ject are conformable to the character of the 
Greeks; and that fictiom^udjciously ma- 
naged,^jnaybe as useful to history as they 
are to truth. 

I do not mean to speak of some trivial 
criticisms, which I have found in periodical 
publications. One censures me for not 
having sufficiently elucidated the origin of 
&bles. He was ignorant, doubtless, that 
very able critics have in vain endeavoured 
to discover it, and that it is probable it will 
always remain unknown. Another could 
have wished that I had given the particular 
history of the Athenians for the ages anterior 
to that of Solon ; but this history does not 
exist in ancient authors, and I was obliged 
to confine myself to collecting the small 
number of facts which they have recorded. 
Lastly, a learned Englishman, in a collec- 
tion of critical dissertations, after having 
attacked the authenticity of an inscription 
brought home by M. Fourmont from the 
Levant, and which I had endeavoured to 
explain, has thought proper to give his opi- 
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nion on the Travels of Anacharsis. He ad- 
mits the work to be very agreeable, but says 
it is at the same time very superficial. 

Nothing is more embarrassing to an au- 
thor than these vague accusations, so easy 
to advance, and so difficult to refute, be- 
cause they have no determinate object. I 
shall content myself with saying, that I have 
not treated any subject till I had for a long 
time considered it, nor without comparing, 
amid the contradictions that presented 
themselves, the testimonies of ancient au- 
thors, and the opinions of commentators and 
modem critics, and giving, when necessary, 
the result which appeared to me nearest the 
truth* I concealed my labour to render it 
more useful. I renounced the merit, if it is 
one, of displaying in the text an extensive 
erudition. When certain points appeared to 
me sufficiently important to require discus- 
sion, I examined them in the notes at the 
end of each volume. All these notes appeared 
to me necessary, and there are some of them 
which I think cannot be contemned as su- 
perficial. 

I have rather chosen to be accurate than 
to appear profound, to suppress certain facts, 
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than only to support them by conjecture, 
not to endeavour to investigate, when my 
researches, as well as those of the most able 
critics, could only tend to confound; and 
rather to enable the reader to make re* 
flexions, than to hazard them myself. — 
I have often admired those philosophers 
who, from their own particular ideas, have 
given us observations on the genius, charac- 
ter, and policy of the Greeks and Romans. 
Every author must necessarily follow his 
own plan; it did not enter into mine to 
send a traveller to the Greeks to carry them 
my ideas, but to bring me theirs, as much 
as possible. To conclude, if I have been 
mistaken in some instances, if my work is 
not without defects, I shall not blush : more 
understanding cannot be . required of me 
than nature has given me. I only regret 
that after having employed on it more than 
thirty years, I had not begun it ten years 
sooner, or finished it ten years later. When 
it was completed, I long hesitated concern- 
ing its publication. I should have left it 
in manuscript, had I not been convinced 
that, considering the number of citations, 
notes, and tables, the author alone could 
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conduct it properly through the press. It 
was finished in December, 1788. Some 
friends advised me to delay the pubhcation 
till the conclusion of the assembly of the 
States General, which were then about to 
be convoked, and already agitated the pub- 
lic mind. Their reasons instead of per- 
suading me, induced me to publish the work 
immediately. I wished that it might glide 
silently into the world ; and if, notwithstand- 
ing that, it should attract some attention, I 
should be the more flattered ; if its fall were 
prompt and rapid, I should have provided an 
excuse for my self-love. 
^^Its success surpassed ray hopes; the public 
received it in the most favourable manner ; 
the French and foreign journals spoke of it 
with eulogium. The English Monthly Re- 
view J vol. 81, gave a long critique on it. 
The authors of that journal treated me in a 
manner which gives them a claim to my gra- 
titude; but they conclude by an observation 
which requires an explanation on my part. 
It is possible, say they, that the plan of this 
work may have been taken from that of the 
Athenian Letters. 
These Letters were written in the ysars 
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1739 and 1740, by a society of friends who 
were finishing their course of studies in the 
University of Cambridge. In 1741 they 
printed them in octavo; but only took oflf a 
dozen copies. In a second edition printed 
in 1781, they took off a greater number; but 
both these editions were only for the use of 
the authors, which occasioned the English 
Journalists to say that the Athenian Letters 
were, properly speaking, never published; 
but as they add that th^ were communi- 
cated to a number of persons, it may be 
imagined that the secret was discovered to 
me, and this suspicion may be increased by 
the consideration that one of the works 
seems to be only a continuation of the 
other. V 

Both place in Greece, at two different 
periods, an eye-witness employed in ob- 
serving and collecting whatever appears to 
him worthy of attention. In the Athenian 
LetterSy Cleander, the agent of the king of 
Persia, residing at Athens during the Pelo- 
ponnesian war, maintains a regular corre- 
spondence with the ministers of that mo- 
narch, and with different individuals. He 
gives them an account of the events of that / 
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war, of the efforts made to perpetuate it, 
and of the divisions that prevailed among the 
states of Greece. He describes their forces 
by sea and land, their mihtary discipline, 
policy, government, laws, manners, festivals, 
monmnents; nothing escapes this profound 
observer. He converses with Phidias, As- 
pasia, Alcibiades, Socrates, Cleon, Thucy- 
dides : he writes on the philosophy of the 
Greeks, sometimes in his letters to Smerdis, 
who resides in Persia, and who, in his an* 
swens, treats on the philosophy of the Magi ; 
and sometimes in those to Orsames, who is 
travelling in Egypt, and who in his letters 
in reply, gives an account of the laws and 
antiquities of that country. Thus are in- 
geniously collected under one view the prin* 
cipal facts and particulars in the history of 
the Greeks, Persians, and Egyptians, and 
these facts, derived from ancient authors, 
give occasion to parallels equally instructive 
and interesting. This fine design is executed 
with a perfection correspondent to the feli- 
city with which it was conceived. 

Had I seen this model, I should either 
never have begun ray work, or I should 
never have finished it; and this I declared 
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to one of my friends residing in London, M- 
Dutens, Fellow of the Royal Society, and 
Associate of the Academy of Belles Lettres, 
known by many excellent works. He com- 
mmiicated my letter to the authors of the 
Monthly Review, who had the politeness to 
insert a part of it in their number for April, 
1790, page 477- 

In the mean time I received from England 
a superb copy, in quarto, of the Athenian LeU 
tersj in front of which I found the following 
manuscript note. 

" Lord Dover, of the family of York, eoa- 
braces with eagerness the opportunity which 
presents itself of offering, through the means 
of M. Barthelemy, minister plenipotentiary 
from his most Christian Majesty at the court 
of London, to the Abb6 Barthelemy his 
uncle, the homage so justly due to the 
learned and elegant author of the Travels 
of Anacharsis the Younger in Greece^ by 
transmitting to him this volume of Athenian 
Letters* 

" The origin of this production is ex- 
plained in the second preface in front of 
the work. The letters signed P, are by 
Philip York, Earl of Hard wick, eldest son 

4 
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of the Lord High Chancellor of that name; 
those signed C, are by his brother, Mr. 
Charles York, who also attained to the ele- 
vated post of Lord Chancellor, but died too 
soon for his family and his comitry. The 
other letters are written either by their rela- 
tives or friends. 

"In requesting the Abb6 Barthelemy to 
accept this literary present, it is not pre- 
sumed to compare this work to the charming 
Travels of AnacharsiSy but merely to give a 
testimony of esteem to its illustrious author, 
and to signify how flattering it is to find 
that an idea which originated here, fifty 
years ago, has been long after brought to 
perfection with so much elegance, without 
any communication, by an author worthy of 
the subject. 

" DOVER.' 

Londim, Deamberil, 1789. 

In transcribing this so flattering note from 
Lord Dover, I yield to my self-love; and 
I sacrifice it by expressing my wish that 
the Athenian Letters may be translated into 
French. 

NoTB OF THB Frbnch EDITORS. — Since the death 
of M. Barthelemy, the Athenian Letters have been re* 
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printed and published in England nnder the title of Athe- 
nian Letters, or the E^tolary Correspondence of an 
Agent of the King of Persia residing at Athens during 
the Peloponnesian War ; a new edition, in two volumes, 
illustrated with Engravings, and a Map of Ancient Greece, 
London, 1796. A distinguished associate of the National 
Institate, M, VUIeterqae, has undertaken a translation of 
this work, and will soon falfil the wish of onr author by 
publishing it. In this new edition we find the following 
answer tathe note of Lord Dover. 



" MY LORD, 

" I have the honour to return you thanjcs 
for the elegant copy of the Athenian Letters^ 
which you have had the goodness to trans- 
mit to me; and especially for the too flat- 
tering note written with your own hand, 
with which you have deigned to accompany 
it. In the course of last summer, I for the 
first time heard of this work from Mr. Jen- 
kinson. I have hitherto only been able to 
look it over cursorily. Had I been ac- 
quainted with it sooner, I should either 
never have begun mine, or have endea- 
voured to approach nearer to so fine a 
model. Why has it not been communi- 
cated to the public? Why has it not been 
translated into all languages? I would 
willingly sacrifice my last days to the plea- 
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sure of enriching with it our literature, were 
I better acquainted with the niceties of the 
English language; but T would not under- 
take to finish itt lest the same should happen 
to me as to those who have attempted to 
continue the Discourse of Bossuet on Uni- 
versal History. 

" Deign to accept the homage of grati- 
tude and respect with which, &c. 

« barthelemy;^ 

Paru, January 1, 1790. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 



THE AUTHOR. 



I IMAGIKB a Scythian, named Anacharsis, 
to arrive in Greece, some years before the 
birth of Alexander ; and that from Athens, 
the usual place of his residence, he makes 
several excursions into the neighbouring 
provinces, every where observing the man-' 
ners and customs of the inhabitants, being 
present at their festivals, and studying the 
nature of their governments ; sometimes de- 
dicating his leisure to inquiries relative to 
the progress of the human mind, and some- 
times conversing with the great men who 
flourished at that time; with Epaminondas, 
Phocion, Xenophon, Plato, Aristotle, De- 
mosthenes, &c. As soon as he has seen 
Greece enslaved by Philip, the father of 
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Alexander, he returns into Scythia, where he 
puts in order an account of his travels ; and 
to prevent any interruption in his narrative, 
relates in an introduction the memorable 
events which had passed in Greece before he 
left Scythia. 

The aera I have chosen, which is one of 
the most interesting that the history of na- 
tions presents, may be considered in two 
points of view. With respect to literature 
and the arts, it connects the age of Pericles 
with that of Alexander, My Scythian has 
conversed with a number of Athenians, who 
had been intimately acquainted with So- 
phocles, Euripides, Aristophanes, Thucy- 
dides, Socrates, Zeuxis, and Parrhasius. 
I have mentioned some of the celebrated 
writers who were known to him. He has 
seen the masterly productions of Praxiteles, 
Euphranor, and Pamphilus, make their ap- 
pearance, as lalso the first essays of Apelles 
and Protogenes; and in one of the latter 
years of his stay in Greece, Epicurus and 
Menander were born. 

Under the second point of view, this 
epocha is not less remarkable. Anacharsis 
was a witness to the revolution which 
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changed the face of Greece, and which, \y 
some^Jti«4ie^".afiter,. destroyed the empire of 
the Persians. On his arrival, he found the 
youth Philip with £paminondas: he after- 
wards beheld him ascend the throne of 
Macedon; display, in his contests with the 
Greeks, during two and twenty years, all 
the resources of his genius ; and, at length, 
compel those haughty republicans to submit 
to his power. 

I have chosen to write a narrative of 
travels rather than a history, because in such 
a narrative aH^js^ ^^^^^U J ^^ actio n ; and 
because" "circumstantial details may be en- 
tered into which are not permitted to the 
historian. These details, when they have 
relation to manners and customs, are fre- 
quently only indicated by ancient authors, 
and have often given occasion to different 
opinions among modern critics. I have 
examined and discussed them all before I 
have made use of them ; I have even, on a 
revisal, suppressed a great part of them, 
and ought perhaps to have suppressed still 
more. 

I began this work in the year 1757, and, 
since that time, have never intermitted my 
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labours to complete it.* I should not have 
undertaken it, if, less captivated by the 
beauty of the subject, I had consulted my 
abilities more than my courage. 

The table which follows this advertise- 
ment, will show the chronological order 
which I have observed. 



* This was written aboat the latter end of 1788, when 
the original was pablisbed. 
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CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER 



TRAVELS OF ANACHARSIS. 



BeiSore Christ. 

Chap. I. Anacharsis dq>art8 from Scythia, in 

April of the Year 363 

Chap. VI. After having made some stay at 
Byzantiom, Lesbos, and Thebes, he ar- 
rives at Athens^ March 13, 362 
Chap. IX. He goes to Corinth, and retoms 

to Athens, April 1st of the same year 

Chap. XII, &c. He describes the city^of 
Athens, and gives the result of his inqoi- 
ries relative to the government, manners, 
and religion of the Athenians, Same year 

Chap. XXII. He sets out for Phocis, April, 361 

Chap. XXIII, &c. He returns to Athens, 
and, after having related several events 
that had passed from the year 361 to the 
year 357, he treats of several particulars 
relative to the customs of the Athenians, 
the history of the sciences, &c. 
Chap. XXXIV, &c. He departs for Boeotia, 

and the northern provinces of Greece, 35f 

Chap. XXXVII. He passes the winter be- 
tween 357 and 356 at Athens, whence he 
proceeds to the southern provinces of 
Greece, March, 356 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



126 

Before Christr 

Chap. XXXVIII. He is present at the ce- 
lebration of the Olympic games, Jaly, same year 
Chap. LIV, &c. He returns to Athens, where 

he continues his asnal researches. 
Chap. LX. He relates the remarkable events 
that happened in Greece and Sicily, from 
the year 357 to the year 354. 
Chap. LXI. He sets oat for Egypt and Persia, 354 

During his absence, which continues ele- 
' ven years, he receives several letters from 
Athens, which bring him information rela- 
tive to the affairs of Greece, the enter- 
prises of Philip, and various interesting 
facts. 
Chap. LXII. On his return from Persia, he 
finds, at Mitylene, Aristotle, who com- 
municates to him his Treatise on Grovem- 
ment, of which Anacharsis makes an 
abridgment, 343 

Chap. LXIII, &c. He returns to Athens, 
where he employs himself in his ustial re- 
' searches, Same year 

Chap. LXXII, &c. He makes a voyage to 
the coast of Asia, and several of the islands 
of the ^gean sea,. 342 

Chap. LXXVI. He is present at the cele- 
bration of the festivals of Delos, 941 
Chap. LXXX. He returns to Athens, and 

continues his inquiries. 
Chap. LXXXII. After tiie battle of Ch»ro- 

nea, he returns to Scythia, 337 
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INTRODUCTION. 



If we may credit ancient traditions, the first in- 
habitants of Greece had no other dwellings than 
deep caverns, which they quitted only to dispute 
with the beasts of the field their coarse and some- 
times noxious aliments/ United at length under 
daring chiefs, they increased their knowledge, their 
wants, and their misfortunes. A sense of their 
weakness had rendered them wretched; they be- 
came really so from the perception of their powers. 
War commenced ; — violent passions were enkindled ; 
— and terrible was the destruction which ensued. 
Torrents of blood were poured forth to secure the 
possession of a couijtry. The victors devoured the 
vanquished, death hung over every head, and ven- 
geance filled every heart.'' 

But whether it be that man at length wearies 
of his ferocity, or that the climate of Greece, sooner 
or later, softens the character of its inhabitants, 

• Plat, in Prot. t. i. p. 322. Diod. Sic. lib. 1. p. 8. 21. 
Paosaa. lib. 8. cap. 1. p. 599. Macrob. in Somn. Scip. lib. % 
cap. 10. ^ EuripicL in Sisyph. Fragm. p. 492. Moach. ap. 
Stob. Eclog. Phys. lib. 1. p. 18. Aihen. lib. 14. p. 660. SexL 
Empir. adv. Rhet. lib. 2. p. 295. Cicer. de Invent lib. 1. cap. 2. 
t. i. p. 24. Id. Orat pro Sext. cap. 42. t ri. p. 38. Horat. SaL 
lib. 1. sat. 3. ▼. 99. 

VOL. I. L 
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various hordes of savages received with open arms 
the legislators who undertook to civilize them. 
These legislators were Egyptians, who had lately 
arrived on the coasts of Argolis. Repairing thither 
in search of an asylum, they founded an empire ; • 
and it was doubtless an interesting scene to behold 
savage and barbarous tribes approach, with trem- 
bling, the foreign colony; admire their peaceful 
labours ; fell their forests, as ancient as the world ; 
discover under their very feet a soil before unknown, 
and render it productive ; spread themselves, with 
their flocks, over the plains; and ultimately pass 
their tranquil and blissful days in that innocent se- 
renity which has procured to those remote periods 
the name of the golden age. 

This revolution commenced under Inachus,^ who 
brought into Greece the first Egyptian colony,* and 
continued under his son Phoroneus/ In a short 
space of time, the face of Argolis, Arcadia, and the 
adjacent countries, was entirely changed/ 

About three centuries after, Cecrops, Cadmus, 
and Danaus, arrived ; ^ the first in Attica, the 
second in Boeotia, and the third in Aigolis. They 
brought new colonies of Egyptians and Phoenicians. 



« Cast, apud Easeb. Chron. lib. I. p. 11. Syncell. p. 64. 194 
^ In the year 1970 before Christ « Freret. Def. de la Chroool. 
p. 975. ' Pausan. lib. 9. cap. 15. p. 145. Clem. Alex. Cohort 
ad Gent p. 84. Tatian. Orat ad Qntc. p. 131. ' Paus. 

lib. 8. p. 601. * Cecrops, in the year > 1657 before Christ 
Cadmus, in 1504. Danaus, in 1586. 
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Industry and the arts now passed the boundaries of 
the Peloponnesus ; and their progress^ if we may 
so speaks added new tribes of men to the human 
species. 

Nevertheless^ a part of the savages had retired 
into the mountains^ or towards the northern regions 
of Greece. They attacked these rising societies^ 
which opposing valour to ferocity^ brought them to 
submit to hw ; or compelled them to fly to other 
climates^ there to enjoy a wretched independence. 

The reign of Phoroneus is the most ancient 
epoch of the history of the Greeks in general^' as 
that of Cecrops is of the history of the Athenians. 
Since the reign of this latter prince, there is a space 
of twelve hundred and fifty years, which may be 
divided into two intervals; the one extending to 
the first Olympiad ; the other terminating with the 
taking of Athens by the Lacedaemonians.* I shall 
now proceed to relate the principal events that have 
occurred in both these periods,^ chiefly bestowing 
my attention on those which respect the Athenians; 
and I think it proper here to apprize the reader 
that, under the former, the historical facts and fic- 
tions of &ble, equally necessary to be known in 
order to understand the religion, the customs, and 
monuments of Greece, will be indiscriminately 

' Plat, in Tim. t. iii. p. n. Clem. Alex, t i. p. 380. Plin* 
Kb. 1. cap. 5C. 1. 1. pw 473. * Cecprops, ia the year before 
Christ 1657. First. Olympiad, iiv 77<^. Taking of Athens, in 
404. 

L 3 
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blended in my narrative^ as they now are in all our 
ancient traditions. Perhaps^ too^ my style may be 
found tinctured with that of the authors I have 
consulted. When we wander in the land of fiction^ 
it is difficult not occasionally to borrow its language. 



FIRST PART. 

The colony of Cecrops derived its origin from the 
city of Sais in Egypt."* The adventurers who com- 
posed it had quitted the happy banks of the Nile^ 
to withdraw themselves from the tyranny of an in- 
exorable conqueror; and, aft^r a tedious voyage, 
reached the shores of Attica, at all times inhabited 
by a people whom the fierce nations of Greece had 
disdained to bring under the yoke. Their barren 
fields offered no plunder, nor could their weakness 
inspire any dread.' Habituated to the enjoyments 
of peace, free without knowing the value of liberty, 
rude rather than barbarous, they must have united 
themselves without difficulty to strangers instructed 
oy misfortune. In a short time the Egyptians and 
ihe inhabitants of Attica formed but one people : 
but the former acquired over the latter that ascen- 

^ Plat, in Tiid. t. iii. p. 21. Theopomp. ap. Eki^eb. Pnepar. 
Evang. lib. 10. k^" 10. Diod. Sic. lib. 1. p. 24. ^ Thucyd. 
lib. i. ca^. 2. Ilocr. Panegyr. t. i. p. 130. 
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dancy which sooner or later invariably attends su- 
periority of knowledge ; and Cecrops, placed at the 
head of the united people^ conceived the noble 
design of bestowing happiness on his adopted 
country. 

The ancient possessors of these lands saw yearly 
a regular succession of the wild fruits of the oak^ 
and relied on nature for a reproduction which se- 
cured their subsistence. Cecrops presented them 
with a milder nutriment^ and taught them to per- 
petuate it. Various species of grain were intrusted 
to the earth." The olive was brought from Egypt 
into Attica." Trees hitherto unknown extended 
their branches laden with fruit over rich harvests. 
The inhabitant of Attica, led by the example of 
the Egyptians, expert in agriculture, redoubled his 
efforts, and inured himself to fatigue ; but he was 
not yet stimulated by hopes sufficiently powerful 
to mitigate his pains, and animate him in his 
labours. 

Marriage was subjected to laws;' and these re- 
gulations, the sources of a new order of virtues and 
enjoyments, sufficiently evinced the advantages of 
decency, the attractions of modesty, and the desire 
of pleasing; the happiness of loving, and the ne- 
cessity of constancy in love. The lather heard the 

" Schol. Tzetz. ad Hesiod. Open v. 32. Cic. de Leg. lib. 2. 
e. 26. t. ill. p. 158. » Syncell. p. 153. • Justin, lib. %. 
c. 6. Athen. lib. 13. p. 555. Suid. in Promel. Nono. Dioiiys, 
lib. 41. V. 386. Schol. Arisloph. in Plut. v. 773. 
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secret voice of nature in the recesses of his heart : 
— he heard it in the heart of his spouse and of his 
children. He surprised himself shedding tears^ no 
longer wrung from him by suffering ; and learned 
to esteem himself by the exercise of sensibility. 
Families soon became connected by alliances or 
mutual wanted and ties innumerable united every 
member of society. The benefits they enjoyed 
were no longer confined to themselves; nor the 
sufferings from which they were exempted foreign 
to their feelings. 

Other motives facilitated the practice of moral 
and religious duties. The first Greeks offered 
their homage to gods whose names they knew not; 
and who^ too far removed from mortals^ and reserv- 
ing all their power to regulate the motions of the 
universe, only made known some few of their su- 
preme commands^ on rare occasions, in the little 
district of Dodona in Epirus.** The foreign colo- 
nies bestowed on these deities the names by which 
they were known in Egypt, in Libya,** and Phoe- 
nicia; attributing to each of them a limited empire 
and peculiar functions. The city of Argos was 
particularly consecrated to Juno ; ' that of Athens 
to Minerva;* that of Thebes to Bacchus.* By this 
slight addition to the religious worship of the coun- 

P HerodoL lib. 2. c. 52. *» Id. lib. a. c 50. ' Hygin. 
Fab. 143. Lac. ad Stat Theb. lib. 1. v. 541 ; lib. 4. v. 589. 
• Apollod. lib. S. p. 237. Syncell. p. 153. * Herodot. lib. 2, 
c. 49. Freret Def. de la Chroaologie, p. 319. 
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Ujy the gods seetoed to beco^ie more immediately 
coonected witiii Greece^ and to shar^ its proyinciss 
among them. Tiie people believed them more ac.- 
cesy^ihle^ by supposing them Jess powerful^ and lest 
occupied. They* found the gods present with them» 
on every side; and> certain henceforward of secur- 
ing their attention^ they conceived a more elevate 
idea of human nature. 

Cecrops multiplied the ol^ects of public, vene- 
ration. He invoked the sovereign of the gods under 
the title of the Most High." He erected numerous 
temples and altars ; but prohibited the shedding of 
the blood of victims^ either to preserve the animals 
destined to agriculture, or to inspire his sul\j^cta 
with horror for a barbarous scene exhibited in Ar- 
cadia.'' A man, a king, the ferocious Lycaoo^ bad 
recently sacrificed an infant to those gods^ wbom 
we cannot but offend, when we violate the dictates 
of nature. The homage offered them by Cecrops 
was more worthy of their benignity : bis offerings 
were ears of com or grain, the first fruits, of the 
harvests with which they enriched Attica; and 
cakes, the tribute of that industry^ the value of 
which his subjects now began to know. 

In all the institutions of Cecrops,^ wisdom and 
humanity shone conspicuous. The eud^of AOme 
3/ras to i^ocure his. subjects a ti^nqjuil life^ aAd to 



" Meurs. de Reg. Atheji, lib. 1. c. 9. " Paasan, lib. 8, c. 2. 
p. 600. 
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ensure to them honour and veneration^ even beyond 
the grave. He ordained that they should deposit 
their mortal remains in the bosom of the common 
mother of all mankind^ and that the earth which 
covered them should immediately be sown^ that the 
husbandman might not be deprived of any portion 
of the soil.^ The relations of the deceased^ with 
their heads decorated with crowns^ gave a funeral 
repast; at which^ without listening to the voice of 
flattery or friendship^ the memory of the virtuous 
man vras honoured^ and a stigma fixed upon that 
of the wicked. By this instructive custom the 
people were taught^ that the man who aspired 
to preserve, after his death, a second life in the 
public esteem, must at least wish to leave a reputa- 
tion for which his children might have no cause to 
blush. 

The same wisdom may be observed in the insti- 
tution of a tribunal which appears to have been 
erected towards the latter years of the reign of this 
prince, or at the beginning of that of his successor; • 
I mean the senate of Areopagus, which, from its 
first establishment, never pronounced a judgment 
that gave just occasion for complaint^* and more 
than any thing contributed to give the first ideas of 
justice to the Greeks.^ 

Had Cecrops been the author of these memo- 

' Cic. de Leg. lib. 2. c. 35. t. iii. p. 158. ' Mannor. Ozon. 
«poch 3. p. 348. * Demostfa. in Aristoc. p. 735. ^ ^liaD, 
Var. Hist. lib. 3. c38." 
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Table institutions^ and of various others which he 
remployed to instruct and civilize the Athenians^ he 
would have been the first of legislators^ and the 
greatest of mortals ; but they were the work of a 
whole nation^ attentive to bring them to perfection 
for a long series of ages. They were brought by 
him from Egypt; and the effect they produced was 
«o speedy, that Attica was soon peopled by twenty 
thousand inhabitants/ who were divided into four 
tribes.* 

So rapid a progress attracted the attention of 
the hordes who lived only by rapine. Pirates 
landed on the coast of Attica ; while the Bceotians 
ravaged the frontier/ and spread terror on every 
side. Cecrops availed himself of these inroads to 
persuade his subjects to collect their habitations, 
then scattered over the country, and to secure them 
by a wall against the depredations they had lately 
suffered. The foundations of Athens were laid upon 
the hill where the citadel is still to be seen.^ Eleven 
other towns soon arose in different places ; and the 
inhabitante, seized with consternation, sacrificed 
what they must have held most dear without re- 
luctance. They renounced the freedom of the rural 
life,* and shut themselves up within waUs ; which 



^ Phiioc. «p. Schol. Pind. Olymp. od. 9. ▼• 68. * Steph. 
in Akt. Poll. lib. 8. c. 9. sect 109. Eustath. in Dionys. v. 423. 
• Philoch. apud Strab. lib. 9. p. 397. ' Plin. lib. 7. c 66. t. i. 
p. 4i3. Eostath. in Dionys. v. 4U. Etymol. Mago. in Eiraurp. 
' Pbiloch. apud Strab. lib. 9. p. 397. 
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they would have considered as the abode of davery^ 
bad they not been coippeUed to have recourse to 
them as the asylum of weakness. Protected by 
their ramparts^ tbey were the first of the Greeks to 
lay down^ during peace^ those destructive arotia^ 
which formerly tbey bad never quitted.^ 

Cecrops died after a reign of fifty years.' He 
had espoused the daii^hter of one of tfie principal 
inhabitants of Attica/ by whom be bad a son^ 
whose death be Uved to see ; and three daughters^ 
to whom the Athenians afterwards decreed divine 
honours.' His tomb is ^ill preserved in the temple 
of Minerva :* and his memory perpetuated, in in- 
delible characters, in the ccmsteUation^of Aquarius, 
which has been conseicrated to.bim.* 

After Cecrops, reigned seventeen priq^ces during 
the spaee of about five biindred and sixty-five years^ 
the last of whom was Codrus. 

The greatest part of these merit not the atten- 
tion of posterity ; and, in &ct, of what importance 
is it that some of them were deprived by their suc^ 
censors of the dignity tbey bad usurped, and that 
the names of others have escaped by chance from 
oblivion ? Let us seek^ in the bisjtory of their reigns^ 
those peculiarities which must have had an influence 



^ Thocydid. lib. i. cap. 6. ' Said, io Proinet 

^ Apollodor. lib. 3. p. 239. ' Herodot lib. 8. cap. 53* 

Paosao. lib. 1. cap. 18. 27. EtymoL in A^Mf. *" Anitocb. 

ap. CkB. Akxan. t. i. p. 39. "" Hygin. Poet AatroDom. lib^ 

< c. 29. 
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on the character of the nation^ or have con trtbuted 
to its happiaess. 

Under the reigns of Cecrc^s and of his successor 
Cranaus^ the inhabitants of Attica enjoyed an almost 
continual peace. Accustomed to the sweets and 
obligations of sooiety^ they studied their duties in 
their wants^ and formed their manners from ex- 
ample. 

Their knowledge^ increased by such intimate 
connexions^, was still more improred by intercourse 
with the adjoining nations. Some years after Ce- 
crdps^ the light of the East penetrated into BcDotia. 
Cadmus^ at the bead of a Phcenician colony^ 
brought thither the most sublime of all the arts — 
that of presetiring^ by a few simpte lines^ the fagi* 
tire sounds of speech^ and the most subtle operas 
tions of the mittd."" The kiventioQ of letters intro* 
duced into Attica^ was there soon after emjdoyed 
to preserve the memory of remarkable events. 

We cannot pretend to fix with any d^ree of 
precision the time in which other arts were dis- 
<^vered; on this subject we have no other guide 
than tradition. Under the reign of ErichHtonius^ 
the colony of Cecrops accustomed horses^ afanevdy 
docile to the bit^ to draw wheel-carriages^' and pro- 
fited by the labour of bees^ which useftd race of 

^ Herodot lib. 5. o. 58. Locan. lib. 3. v. dsa BocharU 
Oeogr. Saer. lib. 1. c. 2a ^ Plin. lib. 7. c. 56. t. i. p. 416. 

^lian. Hist. Var. lib. 3. c. 38. Arisiid* in Minerv. Orat. t, i. 
p. M. Virgil. Georg. lib. 3. t. 113. 
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insects they carefully preserved on Mount Hy- 
mettus.'' Under Pandion they made new prog^ress 
in agriculture ;' but a long drought having desti'oy- 
ed the hopes of the husbandman^ the harvests of 
Egypt supplied the wants of the colony/ which 
thence contracted a taste for commerce. Erech- 
theus^ his successor^ rendered his reign illustrious 
by useful institutions;* and the Athenians dedicated 
a temple to him after his death ."^ 

These successive discoveries redoubled the ac- 
tivity of the people^ and by procuring them abun- 
dance^ prepared the way for their corruption : for 
no sooner did they perceive that the enjoyments of 
life may be increased, by calling in the aid of art 
to nature, then the awakened passions hurried them 
eagerly towards this new image of happiness. 
Blind imitation, that powerful motive of the greater 
part of human actions, and which at first had only 
excited a gentle and beneficent emulation, soon 
produced the love of distinction, the desire of pre- 
ference, jealousy, and hatred. The principal 
citizens, acting on these various springs at their 
pleasure, filled the state with dissensions, and 
directed their ambitious views to the throne. 
Amphictyon obliged Cranaus to abdicate the 



1 Columell. de Re Rustic, lib. 9. cap. 2. ' Meura. de 

Regib. Athen. lib. 2. cap. % ' Diodor. Sic. lib^ 1. p. 35. 

' Diodor. ibid. Meursius, ibid. cap. 7. " Herodot. lib. 8. 

c. 55. Cic* de Nat. Deor. lib. 3. c. 19. U ii. p. 530. Pausaiu 
lib. 1. c. ^. p. 62. 
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sovereignty^ and was himself compelled to surren- 
der his crown to Erichthonius/ 

In proportion as the kingdom of Athens ac- 
quired strength^ those of Argos^ Arcadia^ Laceds- 
mon, Corinth, Sicyon, Thebes, Thessaly, and 
Epirus, were seen gradually to become more 
powerful, and in various revolutions act their part 
on the stage of the world. 

In the mean time ancient barbarism again made 
its appearance, in contempt of laws and manners.' 
Men of extraordinary bodily strength arose at in- 
tervals, who infested the highways to attack pas- 
sengers ; and cruel princes, who inflicted lingering 
and painful punishments on the innocent. But 
nature, which incessantly balances evil with good, 
to destroy these scourges, give birth to men still 
stronger than the former, no less powerful than the 
latter, and more just than either. These travelled 
over Greece, and freed it from the violence both of 
kings and individuals. They appeared to the 
Greeks as beings of a superior order : and that in- 
fant people, no less extravagant in their gratitude 
than in their fears, rewarded the least exploits with 
so much glory, that the honour of protecting them 
became the first ambition of noble minds. 

This kind of heroism, unknown to succeeding 
ages„ and to other nations, yet the best adapted to 
conciliate the motives of pride with the interest of 

« Pausan. lib. 1. c. 3. p. 7. » Plut. in Thes. t. i. p. 3. 
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bumanity^ sbone forth in every part of Greece, and 
exercised itself in a thousand various ways. Did 
isome ferocious beast, issuing from the recesses of the 
woods, spread terror through the plains, the hero 
of the district held it to be his duty to triumph over 
the monster, in view of a people who still con- 
sidered strength as the first of qualities, and courage 
as the sublimest virtue. Sovereigns themselves, 
Mattered .with annexing to their titles the pre-emi- 
nence of a merit held in the highest estimation in 
their age, engi^ed in combatg, which, by giving 
proof of their bravery, seemed to add legitimacy to 
their power. But sooutthey became enamoured of 
the dangers they had heretofore contented them- 
selves with not dreading. They \vent to court them 
at a distance, or promoted them around their per- 
sons; and' as virtues exposed to praises are but too 
liable to become enfeebled, their bravery degene* 
rating into temerity, changed its object no less than 
its character. Their enterprises were no longer 
icUrected by the good of the people; every thing 
vras sacrificed to violent passions, and impunity 
redoubled their licentiousness. The hwid which 
had lately dragged a tyrant from his throne, de- 
spoiled a just prince of the weaMi which he had 
inhelited from his fathers, or ravi^ed fwm him a 
queen, ^stinguished for her beauty. The histcury 
of the ancient heroes is sidKed by Aese ^gmceM 
stains. 

A number of these adventurous chiefe, known 
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by the name of Argonauts^* formed the prefect of 
making a voyage to a distant country^ to gain pos* 
session of the treasures of iEetes^ king of Colchis.' 
This could not be effected but by traversing un* 
known seas, and perpetually braving new dangers : 
but having already signalifled themselves individu* 
aOy by so many heroic achievements, they con* 
eluded, and justly, that, by forming a communion 
of interests, they shoidd iH\>ve invincible. Among 
these heroes we fiiid Jason, who seduced and carried 
off Medea, the daughter of .ffietes, but lost during 
his absence the Arone of Thessaly, to which his 
birth entitled him ; Castor and PoUux, the sons of 
Tyndarus^ king of 'Spartk, celebituled for their va- 
loutr, and slffl more celebrated for a fraternal union 
which has obtained them altars ; Pdeus, king of 
Phthiotis, who would have been considered as a 
great man, had not his son AchiHes been still 
greater than him^f ; the poet Orpheus, \^ho shared 
those labours whi^h he alleviated by his songs ; and 
tostfy, H«frcules, the most iUustiious of mortals> 
and first of the demi-gods.* 

Of the last the whole earth is fiBed with the 
I'enown and the monuimnts of his glory. He was 
desceiided from thekingfir of Aigos^: ftble indeed 
«^ us he was' the son iitf Jvtptb^ mA Alcmena, 

♦ About the year ISOO before Christ • Homer. Odyss. 
Hk 13. ?. 70. Sckel ibk). Hefodotlib. 4. cl45. Diodor. 
Sifc. lib. 4. p.^6. Apollod. lib. 1. p. 59. ApoUoa. Aigoo. *c. 
• Diod. lib. 4. p. 223. Apolba. Argon, lib. K p. 4 
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wife of Amphitryon ; that the Nemean lion,'' the 
bull of Crete, the wild boar of Erymanthus, the 
Lernasan hydra, and monsters still more ferocious, 
fell beneath his arm. He also was the conqueror 
of Busiris, king of Egypt, who basely polluted his 
hands with the blood of strangers ; Antaeus of 
Libya, who only delayed their deaths till he had 
vanquished them in wrestling ; the giants of Sicily, 
the centaurs of Thessaly, and all the robbers of 
the earth, whose limits he drove backward to the , 
west,"" as Bacchus had fixed them to the east. He 
is said likewise to have opened mountains to unite 
nations ; to have dug straits to intermingle seas ; 
to have triumphed over the infernal powers, and 
to have given victory to the gods in their combats 
with the giants. 

His history is a series of prodigies, or rather, it 
is the history of all those who have borne the same 
name, and undergone the same labours as himself.*^ 
Tradition has magnified their exploits ; and by 
uniting them in one man, as well as by ascribing to 
him alone all the great enterprises the authors of 
which are unknown, has bestowed on him a 
splendour that seems to reflect lustre on the human 
species. For the Hercules whom men adored is a 
phantom of greatness, eleyated between earth and 
heaven, as it were to fill up the interval. The 

* ApoUod. lib. 2. p. 109, &c. * Plat, ia Phaed. t. i. p. 109, 
•» Diod. Sic. lib. 3. p. 208. Cicero de Nat. Deor. lib, 5. c. 16. 
t. ii. p. 500. Tacit. Ann. lib. 2. c. 60 
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r^al Hercules differed from other men only by his 
strength^ and resembled the gods of the Greeks only 
by his infirmities : the good and evil he performed 
in his frequent expeditions obtained him a celebrity 
during his life, which gave Gredce a new defender 
in the person of Theseus. 

This prince was the son of iEgeus, king of 
Athens, and of iEthra, daughter of the sage Pit- 
theus, who reigned at TroBzen. He was educated 
in that city, where the fam6 of the illustrious deeds 
of Hercules filled hinf with emulation ; he listened 
to the recital of them with ail ardour the more 
eager, as he was united to that hero by the ties of 
consanguinity i and his impatient soul panted to 
overleap the barriers by which he was confined.* 
A spacious field now opened to his wishes. FLob- 
bers once more b^gan to make their appearance ; 
and monsters again issued from their forests ; for 
Hercules was in Lydia. 

To gratify this ardent courage, iEthra discovers 
to her son the secret of his birth. She conducts 
him to an enormous rock, which she commands 
him to raise :' he there finds a sword, and other 
tokens of his birth, by which he was one day to b^ 
recognised by his father. Furnished vnth these, he 
takes the road of Athens ; in vain do his mother 
aiid his grandfather persuade him to go thither by 
sea; the counsels of prudence offend him no les» 

« Plut. in Thes. (. i. p. 3. ' Plut. ibid, et Pauean- lib. h 
c. 27. 

VOL* I. M 
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than the suggestions of timidity : he prefers the 
path of danger and glory, and quickly arrives at 
the haunts of Sinis.^ It was the practice of this 
cruel man to fasten those whom he had overcome 
to the branches of trees, which being forcibly bent 
down, sprung up, laden with the bleeding limbs of 
the unhappy sufiFerers. Further on, Sciron had 
taken possession of a narrow path over a mountain, 
whence he precipitated travellers into the sea. 
Still further, Procrustes extended them on a bed, the 
length of which must be the exact length of their 
bodies, which he shortened or lengthened by dread- 
ful torment.^ Theseus attacked these barbarous 
robbers, and put them to death by the cruelties they 
had themselves invented. 

After multiplied conflicts and successes, he ar- 
rived at his father's court, at that time distracted by 
violent dissensions, which threatened the sovereign. 
The Pallantides, a powerful family of Athens,* saw 
with regret the sceptre in the hands of an old man, 
who, as they alleged, had neither the right nor the 
power to wield it. With their contempt, they 
openly expressed their hope of his approaching 
death, and their desire of participating in his spoils. 
The presence of Theseus disconcerted their pro- 
jects ; and lest ^geus, by adopting this stranger, 
should find an avenger and legitimate heir, they 

f Plut in Thes. t. i. p. 4. Diod. Sic lib/ 4. p. 962. Apollod. 
liU 3. p. 255* ^ Plut ibid. p. 5. Diod. lib. 4. p. W% &c. 
' Plut t. i. p. 5. 
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infused into him all the moUves of mi^trust^ of 
which a weak mind is susceptible : but when on the 
poipt of immolating his son^ ^geus r^ogpiised him, 
and made him known to his; people. The Pallan- 
tides revolt; Theseus disperse)? them/ and instantly 
flies to the plains of Marathon^ which had been for 
some years ravaged by a wild buU.' He attacked, 
and having conqvei^^d and bound the ferocious 
animal^ exhibited hup in triun^ph to the Athenians, 
no less astonished at the 3uccess, than terrified at 
^e dangers of the combat. 

Another evf^nt spoft naised their admiration to 
its utmost height. MinQ9, kiog of Crete, accused 
^hem of having put to death his son Androgeus, 
apd competed them by force to delivet him at 
stated Intervalfs^ a oert^^n number of youths and 
maideps."^ These were to bfi^ chosen by lot, and 
their destiny was death or slavery. It was now the 
third tim^ th^t the pledges of th^ir affection were 
to be torn fvooL their uqhappy parents. AU Athens 
was in tears, but Theseus revived her hopes. He 
undertoolk i& fr^ the oity from this o<Jpus ^bute ; 
and, to accoimpli^h the noble project, vohm^arily 
encoll^d himself in the number of victims, and em- 
barked for Gi»te. 

k Plut ibid. p. 6. Pausan. lib. 1. c, M* p. 70. » Diod- 
Sic. lib. 4. p. 262. Plut. .t L p. 6. % Every year, accordiDg 
to -Agppllo^j^ li^ 3. p. ^^63; every; fevept^ year, ac- 
cording to DiodoniB, \ii. 4. p. 963 ; every ninth year, an 
Iflutarcli tells us, ip Th«. ti« p.f . ?! Diod. Sic. ibid. p. W4. 
Plat.it)id. 
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The Athenians relate^ that it was the cruel prac- 
tice of Minos to shut up his tributary victims^ the 
moment he received them, in a labyrinth, where 
they were soon after devoured by the minotaur, a 
monster half a man and half a bull, the offspring of 
the in&mous amours of Pasiphae, queen of Crete : " 
they add, that Theseus having slain the minotaur, 
brought back the young Athenians, and was ac- 
companied on his return by Ariadne, daughter of 
Minos, who assisted him in escaping from the laby^ 
rinth, and whom he abandoned on the shores of 
Naxos. The Cretans, on the contrary, allege, that 
the Athenian hostages were destined to the victors 
in the celebrated games in honour of Androgens ; 
that Theseus, having obtained pern>ission to enter 
the lists, overcame Taurus, general of the troops of 
Minos ; and that this prince had the generosity to 
do justice to his valour, and pardon the Athenians. 

The testimony of the Cretans is more conform- 
able to the character of a prince renowned for his 
justice and his wisdom : the Athenian account 
possibly originates in their eternal hatred of the 
conquerors by whom they have been humbled r** 
but both these opinions equally prove, that Theseus 
delivered his nation frohi a shameful servitude ; and 
that, by exposing his life, he merited the throne left 
vacant by the death of ^geus. 

Scarcely had he ascended it, than he formed the 

■ Isocr. Helea. Encom. t. ii. p. 127. Plut. t. i. p. 6. ApoUod. 
lib. 3. p. 253, et alii. " Plut. t. i. p. 7. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



INTRODUCTION. 147 

plan of setting bounds to his authority^ and esta- 
blishing a more regular and stable form of govern- 
menti** The twelve cities of Attica, founded by 
Cecrops, were become so many republics, each of 
which had its particular magistrates and chiefs al- 
.most independent/ whose interests clashing con- 
tinually, produced frequent wars : and though 
imminent dangers sometimes obliged them to have 
recourse to the protection of the sovereign, the suc- 
ceeding calm soon awakened their ancient jealou- 
sies. The royal authority, fluctuating between 
despotism and degradation, alternately inspired 
terror or contempt; and the people, by the vice of 
a constitution, the nature of which was not exactly 
understood either by prince or subjects, had no 
means whatever to defend themselves against the 
basest slavery, or excessive licentiousness. 

Theseus formed his plan ; and, superior even 
to minute obstacles, took upon himself its execu- 
tion in detail. He traversed the different districts 
of Attica, and endeavoured every where to insinuate 
himself into the favour of the people, who with 
ardour received a project which seemed to restore 
to them their primitive liberty ; but the wealthier 
class, fearing to lose the authority they had usurped, 
and apprehensive of seeing a kind of equality esta- 
blished between all ranks of citizens, murmured at 
an innovation which diminished the royal preroga- 

^ Demosth. in Neaer. p. 873. Isocr. Helen. £Dcom. t. ii. 
p. 130. PluU in Thes. p. 10. ' Thucydid. lib. 2. c. 16. 
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tive: not daring, however, openly to oppose the 
will of a prince, Hvho was ^deavouring to obtain 
by persQBsion whbt Tie might exact by. force, they 
consented, Tmt with a secret determination to pro- 
test against the measure when circumstances might 
be more favourable. 

It was now determined that Athens should be 
the metropoUs and centre of the state ; that the 
senates of the cities should be abolished ; that the 
legislative power shduld reside in the general as- 
sembly of the nation, divided ifnto three classes, the 
nobles, the husbandmen, tmd the artificers; that 
the first magLrtrates, chosen out of the former, 
should have tiie superintendence of the sacred rites, 
and be the interpreters of the laws; that the dif- 
ferent orders of citizens should form a mutual ba- 
lance, the first having in its favour the splendour 
of dignities, the second the importance of services, 
and the third the superiority of number.' It was 
determined, in fine, that Theseus, placed at the 
head of Che republic, should be the defender of the 
laws it might enact, and the general of the troops 
destined for its defence. 

By these dispositions, the government of Athens 
became essentially democratic,' and harinonizing 
happily with the genius of the Athenians, main- 
tdned that form, notwithstanding the alterations it 
underwent in the time of Pisistratus.* Theseus in- 

'PluU in Thes. t i. p. 11. 'Demostb* in Neer. p. 873. 
Durip. in Suppl. v. 404. ' Pausan. lib. 1. c. 3. p. 9. 
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stituted a solemn festival, the ceremonies of which 
preserved the memory of the union of the different 
people of Attica."" He erected tribunals for the 
magistrates ; he enlarged the capital, and embel- 
lished it as far as the imperfection of the arts at 
that time would permit. Strangers, invited *o be- 
come citizens, flocked thither from all parts, and 
were incorporated with the ancient inhabitants.' 
He added the territory of M^ara to the country ; 
he placed a column on the isthmus of Corinth, as 
a boundary between Attica and Peloponnesus,^ and 
revived, near this pillar, the Isthmian games, in 
imitation of those lately fnstituted by Hercules at 
Olympia. 

Every thing now seemed favourable to hts 
views : he governed a free people," retained in 
obedience by his moderation and his bounties ; he 
dictated laws of peace and humanity (to the neigh- 
bouring nations,* and enjoyed a foretaste of that 
profound veneration with which succeeding ages 
gradually honour the memory of great men. 

Still, however, he was not himself equal to the 
complete accomplishment of his glorious under- 
taking. He grew weary of the peaceful homage 
he received, and of the mild virtues which were its 



• Thuoydid, lib. 2. cap. 15. Plot, t i. p. 11. Steph. in 

Alhen. * Pint. ibid. Thucydid. lib. 1. c. 2. Schol. ibid. 

^ Plut. ibid. Strab. lib. 9. p. 392. ' Isocr. Welen. Encom. 

t. ii. p. 181. "Pausan. lib. 1, c. 39. p. 94. Plut.inThes. 

t. i. p. 14. 
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source. Two circumstances especially contributed, 
to increase his disgust. His emulation^ which con- 
tinually watched the renowned achievements of 
Hercules/ was again excited by the new exploits 
with which that hero had signalized his return into 
Greece. On the other side, Pirithoiis, son of 
Ixion, and sovereign of part of Thessaly, either to 
make trial of the courage of Theseus, or to induce 
him to quit his tranquil course of life, conceived a 
project suitable to the genius of the ancient heroes. 
He carried off from the plains of Marathon the 
flocks of the king of Athens;* and when Theseus 
appeared to revenge the injury, Pirithoiis seemed 
struck with a secret admiration, and offering him 
his hand in sign of peace, '' Be my judge,'' said he ; 
^^ what satisfaiction do you demand V — '' That," 
said Theseus, ^^ of uniting you with me by the fel- 
lowship of arms." With these words they swore 
an indissoluble alliance,"^ and joined in forming 
plans for new and illustrious enterprises. 

Hercules, Theseus, and Pirithoiis, friends and 
generous rivals, engaged in the same pursuit of 
glory, seeking only for dangers and for victory, ap- 
palling guilt, and making innocence tremble, at 
that time attracted the attention of all Greece. 
Sometimes attendant on the former, at others fol- 
lowed by the latter, and sometimes mingling in the 

^ Diodor. lib. 4. p. ^2, Isocr. Helen. Encom. t ii. p. 125. 
* Plut. in Thee, t, i. p. 14. ^ SophocU CEdip. Colon, t. 1664, 
Pausan. lib, 10, c. 29. p. 870. 
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crowd of heroes^ Theseus was called on to share in 
all these illustrious adventures. He is said to have 
triumphed over the Amazons^ both on the banks of 
the Thermodon in Asia^ and in the plains of Attica ;'' 
he was present at the chase of the enormous wild 
boar of Calydon, to destroy which Meleager^ son 
of the king of that city^ assembled the most cou- 
rageous princes of his time ; ' he signalized himself 
against the Centaurs of Thessaly^ those daring men^ 
who having first accustomed themselves to fight on 
horseback^ were better enabled to inflict or to shun 
the stroke of death .^ 

While engaged in so many adventures^ glorious^ 
it is true^ but wholly unprofitable to his people^ he 
associated With Pirithoiis^ to carry ofi* the princesses 
of Sparta and Epirus^ both distinguished by a 
beauty which gave them immortal celebrity^ but 
which was to each the source of fatal misfortunes :^ 
the one was that Helen^ whose charms eventually 
produced such streams of blood and tears ; the 
other, Proserpine, daughter of Aidoneus, king of 
the Molossi. 

They found Helen performing a dance in the 
temple of Diana ; and tearing her from the midst 
of her companions, escaped by flight from the 
chastisement that threatened their stay in Lacedae- 

• Isocr. in Panalh. t. ii. p. 281. Plut. t. i. p. 1% Pausan. 
lib. 1. c. 2. et 4i. 'Plat. ibid. p. 13. « Isocr. ia Helen. 
Encom. t. ii. p. 136. Herod, ap. Plut. in Thes. page 13. 
* Diodor. Sic. lib. 4. p. 265. 
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mon^ and awaited them at Epirus ; for Aidoneus^ 
apprized of their designs^ delivered Pirithoiis over 
to be devoured by monfirtrons dog^^ and precipitated 
Theseus into the horrors of a prison^ from which 
he was ddivered only by the friendly assiduity of 
Herctiles. 

Returning to his kingdom^ he found his femily 
covfered with disgrace^ and the city rent by factions. 
The queen^ that Phsedra whose name has so often 
resounded on the stage of Athens^ had conceived 
for Hippolytus, his son by Antiope, queen of the 
Amazons^ a passion which she .herself condemned^ 
which inspired the youthftil prince with horror, and 
shortly terminated in the destruction of them both. 
At the same time the Pallantides, at the head of 
the principal citizens, endeavoured to seize on the 
sOfvereign power, whicb they accused Theseus of 
having enfeebled. The people had lost, in the 
exefcise of their newly acquired authority, all love 
of order, and every sentiment of gratitude. To 
these vexations were added the arrival and com- 
plaints of Castor and Pollux, the brothers of Helen, 
who, before they had rescued her from the custody 
of those to whom she had been confided by The- 
seus, had ravaged Attica,* and excited the bitterest 
murmurs against a king, who, sacrificing every 
thing to his passions, abandoned the government 
of his states to roam through distant countries in 

» Herodot. lib. 0. c. 73. 
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search of disgraceful adventures^ the shame of 
which he was compelled to expiate in chains. 

In vain did Theseus labour to remove these fatal 
impressions. His absence^ his achievements^ his 
mirfortunes^ were imputed to him as crimes ; and 
when he attempted to employ force, lie soon found 
that no creaiture is 86 feeble as a sovereign degraded 
in the eyes of his subjects. 

In this extremity, uttering the bitterest impreca- 
tions on the Athenians, he took Yefiige in the court 
of king Lycomedes, in the ide of Scyros,* where he 
^on after ended his days,* cfitber from the con- 
sequences of an accident, dr the treachery of Lyco- 
niedes,' who was desirous to acquire the friendship 
of Mnestheus, the successor of Theseus at Athens. 

The actions of Theseus, and the impression they 
made on the minds of men during his youth, at the 
commencement of his reign, aiiid at the end of his 
life, present to us successively the image of a heVo, 
a king, and an adventurer ; and under these differ- 
ent points of view, he merited the admiration, thfe 
love, and the contempt of the Athenians. 

They have since forgotten liis errors, and bliislled 
at their revolt." Cimoh, son of M iltiades, eirjdined 
by the oracle, brought home his b6iles, and buried 
them within the walls of Athens." Over his tomb 

^ Plat in Thes. p. 16. Heracl. de Polit Athen. * About 
the year 1305 before Christ. * Paus. lib. i. p. 41. ■ Diod. 

Sic. lib. 4. p. 265. " Pausan. lib. 1. p. 41 . Plut. in Thes. p. 17. 
in Cimon. p. 483. 
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a temple was erected^ embellished by the arts^ and 
become the asylum of the wretched.** Various 
monuments retrace him to our sights or recal the 
memory of his reign. He is one of the genii who 
preside over the days of every month,** and one of 
the heroes honoured by festivals and sacrifices.** 
Athens, in fine, regards him as the first author of 
her power, and prides herself in the title of the 
city of Theseus. 

The anger of the gods, which banished him from 
his country, had long weighed heavily on the 
kingdom of Thebes. Cadmus had been driven 
from the throne erected by himself, Polydore torn 
to pieces by the Bacchanalian nymphs, Labdacus 
prematurely carried ofiF by death, leaving only one 
son in the cradle, and surrounded by enemies. 
Such had been, from the foundation of this^king- 
dom, the fate of the royal family, when Laius, the 
son and successor of Labdacus, after twice losing 
and recovering the crown, espoused Epicaste, or 
Jocasta, daughter of Menceceus :' nuptials destined 
to be marked by the most horrible calamities. An 
oracle declared that the child who should be born 
of this marriage, should be the murderer of his 
fiither, and the husband of his mother. This child 

• Diod. ibid. Plut. in Thes, p. 17. Suid. et Hesych. in Thes. 
Schol. Aristoph. in Plut. v. 627. ^ Plut in Thes. p. 17. Schol. 
Aristoph. in Plut t. 627. *» Plut in Thes. p. 17 ; in Cimon. 
p. 483. 'Diod. lib. 4. p. 266. Paus. lib. 9. cap. 5. p. 721. 
Euripid. in Phccniss. v. 10. 
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was hotn, and condemned by the authors of his 
being to become the prey of wild beasts. Disco- 
vered by his cries, or by accident, in a lonely place, 
he was presented to the queen of Corinth, who 
brought him up in her court under the name of 
(Edipus, and as her adopted son.' 

Having attained manhood, and being informed 
of the dangers to which he had been exposed, he 
consulted the gods, and their ministers confirming 
by their answer the oracle which had preceded his 
birth,^ he was precipitated into the calamities he 
endeavoured to avoid. Resolved to return no more 
to Corinth, which he considered as his native coun- 
try, he took the road to Phocis, and in his way met, 
in a narrow path, an old man, who haughtily com- 
manded him to leave the way open to him, endea- 
vouring at the same time to compel him to obedience 
by force. This was Laius. (Edipus repelled his 
attack, and laid him dead at his feet."" 

After this fatal accident, the kingdom of Thebes 
and the hand of Jocasta were promised to the man 
who should deliver the Thebans from the evils with 
which they were afflicted. Sphinx, a natural daugh- 
ter of Laius, associating with a band of robbers, 
ravaged the plain, detained travellers by artful 
questions, and led them astray amongst the wind- 
ings of Mount Phicion, to deliver them into the 

* Euripid. in Phoeoiss. v. 30. Apollodor. lib. 3. p. 181. 
'' Apollodor. ibid. p. 183. " Earipid. in Phoeniss. v. 40. Diod. 
lib. 4. p. 266. 
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hands of her perfidious companions. (Edipus un^ 
ravelled her snares^ dispersed the accomplices of 
her crimes^ and by gathering the fruit of his vic- 
tory^ fulfilled in all its extent the prediction of the 
oracle. 

Incest triumphed on earthy but Heaven hastened 
to arrest it in its course/ Discoveries hateful and 
horrid soon appalled the guilty couple* Jocasta 
tenninated her misfortunes by a violent death, 
^dipus^ a^ording to ^me ajuthocs^ tore out his 
ctyes^* and died in Attica^ where Theseus had 
granted him an asylum. Hut other traditions say/ 
he was condemned to support the light, of day, 
tliat he might behold those places which had been 
the scenes of his crimes ; and to retain life that he 
mjght communicate it to children still more guilty, 
^nd no less unfortunate than himself. These were 
Eteocles, Polynices, Antigone, and Ismene, whom 
he had by Eurygania, his second wife.^ 

Nq sooner were Uie two princes of an age to 
wield the sceptre, than they confined (Edipus in 
^ recepses of his i^Jace, and ^reed alternately 
to, ^uide the reins of government ^ring a whole 
year.^ Eteocles first ascended that throne under 



^Horner. Odyss. lib. 11. r. 97$. ^Sophocl. in (Edip, 
Colpn. Apo^odor. )ib. 3. p. 185^ ? If eipi de I'Acad. ^ 
Bell. Lettr. t. v. Hist. p. 146. Banier. Mytholog. t. iii. p. 367. 
' P^usan. lib« 1. cap. 28. p. 69. Idem. lib. 9. cap. 5. p. 722. 
Apollodor. lib. 3. p. 185. ^^ Diod. lib. 4. p. ^Q7. Eurip. ia 
Phoeniss. ▼. 64. Apollodor. lib. 3. p. 185. 
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which the threatening abyss was still open^ and 
refused to resign his power. Polynices repaired to 
the court of Adrastus^ king of Argos, who gave him 
his daughter in marriage^ and promised to assist 
him with powerful succours.* 

Such was the origin of the first expedition^ in 
which the Greeksi displayed some knowledge of the 
military art.* Hitherto Gretece had only beheld 
bands of men^ not soldiers^ suddenly over-run a 
neighbouring country^ and retire after committing 
^ few hostilities and transient acts of cruelty.^ In 
the war of Thebes, projects were concerted with 
prudence, and pursued with firmness: different 
nations then first associated in one and the same 
camp, and were united under the same general, 
braving with equal coun^g^ the rigour of the 
seasons, the tediousness of a siege, and \he perils 
of daily combats. 

Adrastus shared the command of the army witi} 
Polynices, whom he vn^hed to establish on the 
throne of Thebes; the brave Tydeus, son of 
CE^neus king of iEtoUa ; the impetuous Capaneus ; 
A)i)phiaraus th^ soothsayer; Hippomedon, and 
Parthenop8Bi|s. Amoqg tl^p followers of these 
warriors, a]l distinguishe4 by t^eir birth ai>4 Y^our,^ 
appeared, in an inferior ord^ of n)e|it an(l of djg? 



' Diod. ibid. t The year 1329 before Christ. * P^vsan. 
lib. 9, p. 9. p. 728. ^ Diod. lib. 4. o. ?67. Apollp^or. lib. S. 
p. 187. .^scbyl. in Sept coDt. Theb. Euripid. in Ph(|eni^. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



168 iNTRODUCTIOJi. 

nities, the principal inhabitants of Messenia^ Ar"- 
cadia, and Argolis.'' 

The army having begun its march^ entered the 
Nemean forest, where the generals instituted the? 
games still celebrated with the greatest solemnity/ 
After passing the isthmus of Corinth, they entered 
Boeotia, and forced the troops of Eteocles to shut 
themselves up within the walls of Thebes.* 

The Greeks were yet ignorant of the art of 
gaining possession of a place defended by a strong 
garrison. All the efiForts of the besiegers were 
directed against the gates; all the hopes of the 
besieged consisted in frequent sallies. In these 
actions, great numbers had already fallen on both 
sides ; already the valiant Capaneus had been pre- 
cipitated from the top of a ladder which he had 
reared against the wall ; ^ when Eteocles and Poly- 
nices resolved to decide their differences by single 
combat. The day being appointed, the place de- 
termined, the people in tears, and the armies 
waiting in profound silence, the two princes rushed 
upon each other; and, mutually pierced with 
wounds, breathed forth their last, unable to satiate 
their vengeanpe. They were laid on the same 
funeral pile; and, in order to express, by a dread- 
ful image, their implacability during life, it was 

' Pausan. lib. % c.20. p. 156. ^Apollodor. lib. 3.' p. 189. 
Argumeot. in Nem. Find. p. 319. * Pausan. lib. 9r c. 9. p. 729^ 
'Diod.lib.4.p.268. 
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said that the flame itself, as if animated by their 
hatred^ divided^ that their ashes might remain dis- 
tinct and unmixed. 

Creon, brother of Jocasta^ was entrusted^ during 
the minority of Laodamus^ the son of Eteocles^ 
with the continuance of a war that every day be- 
came more fatal to. the assailants^ and which was 
terminated by a vigorous sally of the Thebans. 
The combat was dreadful and bloody ; Tydeus 
and the greater part of the Argive generals perished 
in it. Adrastus^ compelled to raise the siege, was 
unable to bestow funeral honours on those left on 
the field of battle.** Theseus was obliged to inter- 
pose his authority to constrain Creon to submit to 
the law of nations, then beginning to be intro- 
duced.* 

The victory of the Thebans only deferred their 
destruction. The Argive chiefs had left sons wor- 
thy of becoming their avengers. When every 
thing was ripe for the enterprise,* these young 
princes, known by the name of Epigoni, that is, the 
SucceaaorSy among whom appeared Diomed, son of 
Tydeus, and Sthenelus, son of Capaneus, entered 
the country of their enemies at the head of a for- 
midable army. 

A battle soon ensued, and the Thebans, having 
lost it, abandoned the city, which was delivered 

*Diod. lib. 4. p. 268. Apollodor. lib. 3. p. 195. * Isocr. 
in Panathen. t. ii. p. ^b. Pausan. lib. 1. c. 38. p. 94. Plut. 
io Thes. t. i. p. 14. * The year 1319 before Christ. 
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over to pillftge.*' Thersander, the son and sucxes* 
sor of Polynices^ was slain a few years afier^ ^oing' 
to the siege of Troy. After his deaths two princes 
of the same family reigned at Thebes ; but the se- 
cond being suddenly seized with a dreadful frenzy ;, 
the Thebans, persuaded that the furies would never 
cease to pursue the blood of (Edipus while there 
remained a single drop of it upon the <earth^ j^ced 
another family on the throne. Three generations 
after^ they adopted the republican form of govern- 
ment^ which they still preserve.' 

It was impossible that the repose enjoyed by 
Greece, after the second Theban war, should be 
durable. The leaders of that expedition had re- 
turned crowned with glory, and the soldiers laden 
with the spoils of their enemies : both were elated 
with all the pride which victory inspires ; and re- 
counting to their children and their friends, eagerly 
throngmg round them, the issue of ther labours and 
exploits, powerfully stimulated their imaginations, 
and inflamed every heart with the ardent thirst of 
combats. An unforeseen event soon brought into 
action these unfortunate impressimis. 

On the coast of Asia, oj^osite to Greece, peace- 
ably lived a prince, who numbered sovereigns onty 
among his ancestors, and was himself at die head of 
a numerous family, almost entirely composed of 
youthful heroes. Priam reigned at Troy ; and his 

^ Pau8an. lib. 9..c. 5. p. 722. Apollodor. lib. 3. c. 38. p. 197. 
Diod. lib. 4. p. 269. ' Paasao. lib. 9. p. 723. 
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Jdngdom^ as well from the ^pulenoe and die canape 
of bis people as from his cormexioiia willi the kings 
of Assyria^"* diffused no less splendour over this 
quarter of Asia than the kkgdom of Mycenae dis- 
played in Greece. 

The house of Aigos^ established in the faditer 
city> acknowfedged for its chief Agamenmon, son 
of Atreus. To his dominions he had added those 
of Corinth^ of Sicyon^ and sereral neighbouring 
cities." His power^ increased by tikat of his bro- 
ther Menekuis^ who had lately espoused Helen^ 
heiress of the kingdom of Sparta^ gave him m con- 
siderable influence in this part of Greece^ which, 
from Pelops^ his grandfieither^ has taken the name of 
Peloponnesus. 

Tantalus^ his great grandibther^ first reigned in 
Lydia; and^ contrary to the most sacred rights, 
had held in .chains a Trc^n prinee, named Gmsy- 
mede. StiU more recenfly, Hercules, descendiei 
from the kings of Argos, had destroyed Ihe city ef 
Troy, put to death Laomedon, and carried off 
Hesione his daughter. 

TThe memory of these injuries, (sftiM imre^^eftged, 
perpetuated between the houses of Priam tmA Aga- 
memnon an hereditary and implacable haired, in- 
tamed from day to day by the rivalry of power, die 
most terriMe of the destructive passions. Paris, Uie 
son of Priam, was ilestined to bring to matnrity 
these latent seeds of dissension. 

" Plat de Legib. L S. t. ii. p. dS5. " Strabo. K 8. p. 372. 
n2 
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Paris passed into Greece, and repaked to the 
court of Menelaus, where the beauty of Helen at- 
tracted every eye. To the advantages of person, 
the Trojan prince united the desire of pleasing/ 
and a happy combination of agreeable talents. 
These qualities, heightened by the hope of success, 
made such an impression on the queen of Sparta, 
that she abandoned all to follow him. The sons 
of Atreus in vain strove to obtain, by conciliatory 
means, a satisfaction proportionate to the oiTence ; 
Priam only saw in his . son the avenger of the 
wrongs his house and all Asia had suffered from 
the Greeks,"* and rejected every proposal of accom- 
ibodation. 

On this extraordinary news, those tumultuous 
and furious menaces, those rumours which are the 
forerunners of war and death, broke forth and were 
heard on all sides. The nations of Greece were 
agitated like a forest shaken by the tempest. The 
kings whose power was limited to a single city, 
and those whose authority extended over different 
tribes of people, alike inspired by the spirit of 
heroism, assembled at Mycenae. They swore to 
obey Agamemnon as their chief in the expedition, 
to avenge Menelaus, and reduce Ilium to ashes. 
Those princes who were at first unwilling to enter 
into the confederation, were soon hurried away by 
the persuasive eloquence of Nestor, king'of Pylos ; 

• Homer.Iliad. lib. 3. v, 39. p Herod lib. 1. c. 1. 
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the artful harangues of Ulysses, king of Ithaca; the 
example of Ajax, of Salamis; of Diomedes, of 
Argos ; of Idomeneus, of Crete ; of Achilles, son 
of Peleus, who reigned over a district of Thessaly ; 
and by a multitude of youthful warriors, already 
intoxicated with the success of which their san- 
guine ardour entertained no doubt. 

After long preparations, the army, consisting of 
about one hundred thousand men,** collected to- 
gether at the port of Aulis ; and was conveyed by 
near twelve hundred sail of ships to the shores of 
Troas. 

The city of Troy, defended by ramparts and 
towers, was still further protected by a numerous 
army,' commanded by Hector, son of Priam ; under 
whom served a number of allied princes, who had 
joined their forces to the Trojans.' Assembled on 
the shore, they presented a formidable front to the 
army of the Greeks, who, after repulsing them, for- 
tified themselves, in a camp with the greatest part 
of their ships. 

The two armies again made trial of their 
strength ; and the doubtful success of several skir- 
mishes evidently foretold that the siege must prove 
a work of time. 

The Greeks with their frail vessels, and but 
little knowledge of the art of navigation, were un- 

*» Homer. Iliad, lib. 2. v. 494, Sec. Thucyd. lib. 1. c. 10. 
' Homer. Iliad, lib. 8. v. 562. » Id. lib. 2. v. 876 ; lib. 10. 

V. 434. 
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able to preserve an uninterrupted communication 
between Greece and Asia. The army began to 
want subsistence. Part of the fleet wajs employed 
in ravaging^ or in sowing the islands and acyacent 
coasts : whUst various parties, dispersed over the 
country, carried ofiFthe flocks and harvests. There 
was yet another reason which rendered these de- 
tachments absdutely necessary. The city was not 
invested; and, as the troops of Priam secured it 
against a sudden assault, it was determined to 
harass the allies of this prince ; at once to profit by 
their spoils, and to deprive him of their succour. 
Achilles ravaged the country on all sides with fire 
and sword.^ After spreading universal havoc like 
a destructive torrent, he returned with immense 
booty, which was divided among the army, and 
with innumerable daves, which the chiefs distributed 
among themselves. 

Troy was situate at the foot of Mount Ida, at 
some distance from the sea; the Grecian tents and 
ships occupied the shore; and the intermediate 
space was the theatre of courage and ferocity. The 
Trojans aSid the Greeks, armed with pikes, clubs, 
swords, arrows, and javelins; covered with helmets, 
cuirasses, cuisses, and jj^ucklers ; their ranks close^ 
and their generals at their head, advanced toward 
each other ; the former with loud shouts, the latter 
observing a still more dreadful silence. In an in- 

' Homer. Iliad, lib. 9. v. 328. 
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slant the leaders^ become soldiers^ more emulous of 
giving great examples than prudent counsels^ rushed 
forward into the midst of danger^ leaving it almost 
invariably to chance to bestov^ that victory they 
neither knew how to plan or to prosecute. The 
troops were thrown into confusion on the first 
shocks like the waves agitated by the winds in the 
strait of Euboea. Night separated the combatants : 
the city on the one side, or the camp on the other, 
served as an asylum for the vanquished. The victory ' 
was bloody, but was far from producing any efiFect. 

On the following days the flame of the funeral 
pile devoured the victims of a premature death, and 
their memory was honoured by tears and funeral 
games. The truce expired, and hostilities again 
commenced. 

Often, in the hottest of the battle, a warrior, 
raising his voice, defied some chieftain of the enemy 
to single combat. The troops in silence beheld them 
sometimes hurl their javelins, and sometimes enor- 
mous stones. Frequently they closed sword in hand, 
and almost always mutually loaded each other with 
insult, to exasperate their fury. The hatred of the 
victor survived his triumph : if he could not mangle 
the body of his enemy, and deprive it of the rites 
of sepulture, he at least endeavoured to despoil him 
of his armour. But, at the same moment, the 
troops on each side advanced, either to snatch from 
him his prey, or to enable him to secure it ; and 
thus the action became general. 
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It became so likewise when either of the armies 
was alarmed for the life of its champion^ or when 
he himself sought safety in flight. Circumstances 
might justify this latter conduct ; but insult and 
contempt for ever stigmatized the man who fled 
without a struggle, since he only deserves to Uve 
who is at all times ready to brave death. Indul- 
gence, nevertheless, was extended to him who did 
not retire before the superiority of his antagonist, 
till he had experienced his prowess ; for the valour 
of those times consisting less in intrepidity of mind 
than the consciousness of strength, it was no dis- 
grace to fly when vanquished only by necessity; 
but it was accounted glorious to overtake an enemy 
in his retreat, and to unite to the strength that pre- 
pared the victory, the swiftness which effected its 
decision. 

Associations in arms and sentiments between 
two warriors never were so common as during the 
siege of Troy. Achilles and Patrocltis, Ajax and 
Teucer, Diomedes and Sthenelus, Idomeneus and 
Merion, and a multitude of other heroes worthy to 
follow their steps, frequently fought by the side of 
each other, and, throwing themselves into the 
thickest of the battle, shared at once the danger and 
the glory. At other times, mounted on the same 
car, one guided the coursers, whilst the other re- 
pelled death, and drove him back upon the enemy. 
The death of a warrior required a speedy ven- 
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geance on the part of his companion : blood de- 
manded blood. 

This idea, powerfully impressed on their minds, 
steeled the Greeks and Trojans a^inst the number- 
less calamities they endured. The former had more 
than once been on the point pf taking the city ; more 
than once had the latter forced the camp, in despite 
of the palisadoes, the ditches, and walls by which it 
was defended. Both armies sensibly diminished, and 
the most illustrious warriors on each side succes- 
sively fell. Hector, Sarpedon, Ajax, Achilles 
himself, had already bitten the dust. Such changes 
of fortune induced the Trojans to wish that Helen 
might be restored ; while the Greeks sighed to re- 
visit their native country : both however were 
withheld from any accommodation by shame, and 
that unhappy propensity which men have to habi- 
tuate themselves to every thing, except what may 
ensure their tranquillity and happiness. 

The eyes of all nations were fixed on the plains 
of Troy, on those scenes to which glory loudly 
summoned the princes who had taken no part at 
the beginning of the war. Impatient to signalize 
themselves on a theatre open to the whole worid, 
they arrived successively to unite their troops to 
those of their allies, and sometimes fell in a maiden 
combat. 

At length, after ten years of resistance and 
painful labour, after having lost the flower of her 
youth and of her heroes, Troy fell beneath the 
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power of her enemies ; and her fall so resounded 
through all Greece, that it still serves as a principal 
epoch in the annals of nations.* Her walls were 
levelled with the dust; her houses, her temples, 
reduced to ashes ; — Priam expiring at the foot of 
the altars, his sons weltering in their blood around 
him ; Hecuba his queen, Cassandra his daughter, 
Andromache the widow of Hector, and numerous 
other princesses, loaded with chains, and dragged 
like slaves through the streets streaming with hu- 
man blood, and filled with the bodies of a wretched 
multitude, devoured by the flames, or slaughte(*ed 
by the avenging sword; — such was the catastrophe 
of this fetal war. — The Greeks satiated their in- 
exorable fury ; but this cruel pleasure was the end 
of their prosperity, and the commencement of their 
calamities 

Their return home was rendered remarkable by 
the most signal reverse of fortune.* Mnestheus, 
king of Athens, ended his days in the isle of Melos.* 
Ajax, king of the Locrians, was lost with his whole 
fleets Ulysses, more unfortunate, had often reason 
to fear the same fete, during the ten whole years 
which he wandered over the seas. Others, still 
more to be lamented, were received in their femilies 
as strangers, possessing claims obsolete from long 
absence, and whose persons an unexpected return 

* The year 128^ before Christ. " Plat de Legib. lib. 3. 
t. ii. p. 682. * Euseb. Chron. Can. p. 128. ^ Homer. 
Odysf. lib. 4. v. 490. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



INTRODUCTldN* lao 

had rendered odious. Instead of the transports 
which their arrival ought to have excited, they heard 
around them nothing but the hateful exclamations 
of ambition, adultery, and the most sordid interest. 
Betrayed by their kindred and their friends, the 
greater number departed under the conduct of 
Idomeneus, Philoctetes, Diomedes, and Teucer^ to 
seek new connexions in unknown countries. 

The house of Argos was especially distinguished 
by its crimes and intestine miseries. Agamemnon 
found his throne and bed seized on and polluted by 
an unworthy usurper. He was assassinated by 
Oytsmnestra his queen, who soon after was mur- 
dered by her son Orestes. 

These horrors, then multiplied in almost every 
country of Greece, and still repeatedly exhibited on 
the stage of Athens, should be a lesson to kings 
and nations, and teach them to dread even victory 
itself. That of the Greeks was no less fiital to 
themselves than to the Trojans. Enfeebled by their 
exertions and their successes, they were no longer 
able to resist intestine dissensions, and became Im- 
bituated to the fatal idea, that war is as necessary 
to a country as peace. In the course of a few ge- 
nerations, the greater piEtrt of those royal houses 
which had destroyed that of Priam, fell to decay, 
and became extinct ; and eighty years after the de- 
struction of Troy,' a part of Peloponnesus passed 

• Thucyd, lib. 1. c. 12. 
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into the hands of the HeraclidsB:, or descendants of 
Hercules. 

The revolution produced by the return of these 
princes was brilliant^ and founded on the most 
specious pretexts.* Among the fiamilies which, in 
the remotest times, had possessed the throne of 
Argos and Mycense, the most distinguished were 
those of Danaus and Pelops. From the first of 
these princes, Proetus, Acrisius, Perseus, and Her- 
cules, were descended ; from the second, Atreus, 
Agamemnon, Orestes, and his sons. 

Hercules, subservient during his whole life to 
the will of Eurystheus, whom certain circumstances 
had invested with the supreme power, was unable 
to assert his rights, but transmitted them to his 
sons, who were consequently banished from Pelo- 
ponnesus. They more than once attempted to 
return,* but were constantly prevented by the house 
of Pelops, which, after the death of Eurystheus, 
had usurped the crown. Their titles were crimes 
so long as they could be opposed by force ; but no 
sooner did his fiamily cease to be formidable, than 
the attachment of the people to their ancient 
sovereigns was renewed in favour of the Heraclidse, 
and the jealousy of the neighbouring powers roused 
against the house of Pelops. That of Hercules 
was headed by three brothers, Temenus, Cresphon- 
tes, and Aristodemus, who, associating with the 

* In the year 1202 before Christ. • Herodot. lib. 9. c. 26. 
Diod.Sic. lib.4. p.261. 
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Dorians/ entered with them into Peloponnesus, 
where most of the cities were obliged to recognise 
them for their sovereigns. ** 

The descendants of Agamemnon, driven out of 
Argo9, and those of Nestor from Messenia, took 
refuge, the former in Thrace, the latter in Attica. 
Argos fell to the lot of Temenus, and Messenia to 
that of Cresphontes. Eurysthenes and Procles, the 
sons of Aristodemus, who died in the beginning of 
the expedition, reigned at Lacedsmon.'^ 

Some time after, the conquerors attacked Codrus, 
king of Athens, who had afforded an asylum to 
their enemies. This prince learning that the oracle 
promised the victory to that army which should 
lose its general in the battle, voluntarily de- 
voted himself to death — a sacrifice which so ani- 
mated his troops, that they entirely defeated the 
Heraclidae.* 

Here end the ages usually termed heroic ; and 
here must we place ourselves to conceive a just 
idea of the spirit of them, and enter into details 
which the rapid course of events has scarcely givfen 
time to indicate. 

In the ancient ages all the states of Greece 
were monarchies / at this day we see scarcely any 

^ Strab. lib. 9. p. 393. *= Pausan. lib. 2. c. 13. p. 140. 

^ Isocr. in Archid. t. ii. p. 18. Tacit Anna), lib. 4. cap. 43. 
Pausan. lib. 2. c. 18. p. 151. Id. lib. 3. c. 1. p. 205. . VeU. 
Patercul. lib. I.e. 2. ^ Mears. de Reg. Athen. lib. 3. c. 11. 
' Plat de Legib. lib. 3. t ii. p. 680. Anst. de Repub. lib. 1. < 
c. 2. t. ii, p. 297. Cicer. de Leg. lib. 3. t. iii. p. 161. 
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other than republics. The first kings possessed 
only a single city or a district.' Some extended 
their power at the expense of their neighbours^ and 
formed great states : their successors lost their au- 
thority while they wished to increase it to the detri- 
ment of their subjects. 

Had no other colonies emigrated into Greece 
but that of Cecrops^ the Athenians^ more enlight- 
ened^ and consequently more powerful^ than the 
other savages^ would have gradually brought them 
under subjection^ and Greece woidd have formed 
only one great kingdom^ which would still have sub- 
sisted^ and have resembled those of Egypt and of 
Persia. But various tribes arriving from the East^ 
divided it into several states ; and the Greeks every 
where adopted the monarchiod form of government^ 
the nations which civilized them being acquainted 
with no other ; it being more easy too to obey the 
commands of a single man than those of several 
chiefs, and the idc^ of at once obeying and com* 
manding^ of being subject and sovereign at the 
same time, supposing more knowledge and combi- 
nation than can be expected in an infant people. 

The kings exercised the functions of pontiff, 
general, and judge ;** the power they tranfonitted 
to their descendants' was very extensive, yet tem- 
pered by a council whom they consulted, and whose 

« Thucydid. lib. 1. c. 13. Homer. Iliad, lib, 2. v. 495, &c. 
*• Arist. de Repub. lib. 8. c. 14. t. ii. p. 367. * Thucydid. 

lib. I.e. 13. 
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decisions they Gommuniciated to the general assem- 
bly of the nation.^ 

Sometimes^ after a long war^ the two pretenders 
to the throne, or the two warriors who had been 
chosen^ presented themselves armed ; and the right 
of governing men depended on the strength or ad- 
dress of the victor. 

To support the splendour of his rank, the sove- 
reign, besides the tributes imposed upon the people,^ 
possessed a domain inherited from his ancestors, 
which had been augmented by his conquests, and 
sometimes by the generosity of his friends. The- 
seus, banished from Athens, had no other resource 
but the estates left him by his father in the isle of 
Scyros." The iEtolians, pressed by a powerful 
enemy, promised Meleager, son of their king 
(Eneus, a considerable tract of land, if he would 
fight at their head."" The muldplicity of examples 
renders it impossible to enumerate all the princes 
who owed part of their wealth to victory, or gratis 
tude : but we must not omit remarking that they 
gloried in the presents they obtained ; because these 
presents being considered as ihe recompense of be* 
nevolence, or the symbol of friend^p, it was 
honourable to receive, and disgraceftil not to merit 
thetn. 

^ Arist de Mor. lib. 3. c il. t ii. p. 3% Dionys. Halicar. 
Aniiq. Rom. lib. 2. t. i. p. 261. ' Homer. Iliad, lib. 9. r. 156. 
Scfcol. ibid. Odyss. lib. 13. v. 15. ■ Plut io Thet, t. i. 

p. 16. » Homer. Iliad, lib. 9. v. 673. 
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Nothing contributed more to add lustre to the 
supreme authority, and energy to courage, than the 
spirit of heroism ; nothing harmonized more hap- 
pily with the manners of the nation, which were 
almost every where the same. The character of 
the men of that day was composed of an incon- 
siderable number of simple but expressive and 
strongly marked features: art had not yet added 
her colouring to the work of nature. Individuals 
therefore must have differed from each other, and 
nations borne a striking resemblance. 

Bodies naturally robust became, still stronger 
by education ; minds inflexible and unrefined were 
active and enterprising, loving or hating to excess,, 
always hurried on by the senses, and constantly 
ready to break all bounds. Nature, less con- 
strained in those who were invested with power, 
displayed herself with more energy in them than in 
the people ; they revenged an offence by violence 
or injustice ; and showing themselves weaker in 
grief than misfortune, if sensibility be a weakness, , 
they wept over the insult they were unable to 
retaliate. Mild and obliging when treated with 
friendship and respect, impetuous and terrible when 
these were wanting,* they suddenly passed from the 
excess of violence to the bitterest remorse; and 
repaired their fiaults vvith the same simplicity that 
they avowed them*" In a word, as they neither 

"* Homer. Iliad, lib. 4. v. 360. Id. lib. S3, passim. • Id. 
OdysB. lib. 8. v. 402. 
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knew how to veil or dissemble their virtues or their 
vices, princes and heroes were openly inflamed 
with the thirst of gain, of glory, of distinction, and 
of pleasure. 

These masculine and haughty minds were in- 
capable of languid emotions. They were agitated 
at once by the two noble sentiments of love and 
friendship ; with this difference, that love vnth 
them was a devouring and a transient flame, 
friendship a lively and continued warmth. Friend- 
ship produced actions considered at this day as 
prodigies, but formerly as no more than duties. 
Pylades and Orestes wishing to die for each other, 
only did what other heroes had done before them. 
Lfove, violent in its transports, cruel in its jealousy, 
was frequently attended by the most fatal con- 
sequences. Over hearts more susceptible than 
tender, beauty had more sway than the qualities 
by which it is embellished. Beauty vfas the orna- 
ment of the superb festivals given by princes when 
they contracted an alliance. There; amid kings 
and Mrarriors, princesses assembled, whose presence 
and rivalry were a frequent source of dissensions 
and misfortunes. 

At the nuptials of a king of Larissa, some 
young Thessalians, known by the name of Cen- 
taurs, insulted the companions of the youthful 
queen, and fell victims to the vengeance of Theseus, 
and several heroes, who, on that occasion, stood 
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forth the champions of a sex which they more than 
once had grossly injured.' 

The marriage of Thetis and of Peleus was dis- 
turbed by the pretensions of some princesses^ who, 
disguised^ as was the custom^ under the names of 
Juno^ Minerva, and other goddesses, were all 
competitors for the prize of beauty.** 

The princes and heroes were likewise assembled 
by another kind of spectacle : they thronged to the 
funeral rites of a sovereign, and displayed their 
magnificence and address in games celebrated in 
honour of his memory. Games were exhibited 
over a tomb, decorum being unnecessary to grief. 
The d^cacy that rejects all consolation is an 
excess or perfection in sentiment with which they 
were yet unacquainted ; but they well knew how 
to shed unfeigned tears, to suspend them at the 
command of Nature,' and again to let them flow 
when the heart called to mind the memory of its 
losses. '' I sometimes shut myself up in my 
palace," says Menelaus in Homer,* '^ to weep for 
my friends who fell before the walls of Troy.** 
Yet this was ten years after their death. 

Th^ heroes of that age were at the same time 
rdigious and unjust When, by accident, to gratify 

P Diod. Sic. lib. 4. p. 272. Ovid. Metara. lib. 12. v. 210. 
Homer. Odyss. lib. 21. v. 295. *» Mezir. Comment, sur les 
Epitres d'Ovide, t. i. p. 220. Ban. Mythol. tom. iii. p. 182. 
' Homer. Iliad, lib. ig. ▼. 229 ; lib. 24. ▼. 48. ' Id. Odyss. 
lib. 4. V. 100. 
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their personal hatred^ or in their own defence^ they 
had been the cause of the death of any one, they 
shuddered at the blood which they had spilt ; and, 
abandoning their throne or native land, went to 
imjdore the aid of expiation in some distant 
country. After the sacrifices enjoined them by 
this ceremony, a purifying water was poured upon 
the guilty hand ;^ after which they again returned 
into society, and prepared themselves for new 
combats. 

The people, struck with this ceremony, were 
not less awed by the menacing exterior constantly 
assumed by their heroes. Some threw over their 
shoulders the spoils of the tigers and lions over 
which they had triumphed ;• others appeared with 
massy clubs, or weapons of different kinds, wrested 
from the robbers from whom they had delivered 
Greece/ 

Thus habited, they presented themselves to 
claim the rights of hosintality, rights at present 
circumscribed vrithin certain families, but then 
common to all.^ At the voice of the stranger 
every door flew open, every attention was lavished; 
and while offering the noblest homage to humanity, 
no inquiries were made respecting rank or birth till 
they had anticipated every wish of their guest.' 

' Ovid. Past. lib. 2. v. 37. Schol. Soph, in Ajac. v. 664. 
■ Plut in Thes. page 4. Numism. Veter. « Id. ibid. 

' Homer. Iliad. lib. 6. v. 15. Id. Odjas. lib. 3. ▼. 34; lib. 5. 
V.208; lib. 8. v. 644. » Homer. Iliad, lib. 6. v. 173. Id. 
Odys8. lib. 1. r. 124 ; lib. 3. v. 70. 
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Not to their legislators were the Greeks indebted 
for this sublime institution ; they owed it to Na- 
ture, whose vivid and penetrating light filled the 
heart of man, and is not yet entirely extinct, since 
our first moral sensation is an emotion of esteem 
and confidence for our fellow-creatures, and since 
distrust would be considered as an enormous vice, 
did not the experience of repeated perfidy render 
it almost a virtue. 

Yet these ages, though rendered illustrious by 
actions which do honour to humanity, were also 
suUied by the most atrocious and unheard-of 
x^rimes. Some of these have no doubt really been 
committed; they were the fruits of ambition and 
vengeance, ungovernable passions, which, accord- 
ing to the difi*erence of times and circumstances, 
employed to attain their ends sometimes the arti- 
fices of cunning, and sometimes open force. The 
rest owe their origin only to poetry, which, in its 
paintings, disguises the events of history as it does 
the operations of Nature. The poets, masters of 
our hearts, and slaves of their own imagination, 
have brought on the stage the principal heroes of 
antiquity, and, from a few facts which have es- 
caped the destruction of time, have pourtrayed 
characters which they vary or contrast at pleasure.^ 
Sometimes, depicting them in hideous colours, 
they transform frailties into crimes, and crimes 
into atrocious enormities. We detest that Medea, 

• Plat, in Min. t. ii. p. 320. 
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whom Jason brought ^from Colchis^ and whose 
whole life^ it is said^ was one continued scene of 
horrors; yet was she perhaps^ acquainted with no 
other magic than her charms^ and guilty of no 
other crime than love.* Perhaps, likewise, the 
greater part of those princes, whose memory is 
at present covered with opprobrium, were not 
more culpable than Medea. 

Those remote ages were not the reign of bar- 
barism, but rather of a certain violence of charac- 
ter, which, by acting without disguise, frequently 
defeated itself. Yet was it at least possible to 
guard against the hatred which manifested itself by 
rage ; but how much more difficult is it at present 
to defend ourselves against that deliberate cruelty 
and cool rancour which patiently wait the moment 
of revenge ! The age really barbarous, is not that 
in which there is most impetuosity of passion, but 
that which most abounds in duplicity of sentiment. 

Neither rank nor sex afforded exemptions from 
domestic cares, which cease to be humiliating when 
they are common to all conditions. Sometimes 
they were associated with agreeable talents, such 
as music and dancing ; and still more frequently 
with tumultuous pleasures, as the chase, and exer- 
cises, which conduce to preserve and increase 
bodily strength. 



** Diod. Sic. lib. 4. p. ^9. Parroenisc. ap. Schol. Eurip. 
in Med. v. 9. et 273^. iElian. Var. Hist. lib. 5. c. 21. Banier. 
Mythol. lib. 3. c. 5. t iii. p. 259. 
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The laws were few in number^ and very simple : 
for it was less requisite to provide for cases of in- 
justice than of insult ; and more n^essary to 
curb the passions in their impetuosity^ than to pur- 
sue vice through all its mazes. 

The great truths of morality^ first discovered 
by that admirable instinct which prompts man to 
good^ were soon rendered evident by tiieir manifest 
utility in practice. The motives and recompence 
then held forth for virtue^ were not se much the 
conscious satisfieiction of the mind^ as the favour of 
the gods^ the public esteem^ and the opinion of 
posterity.* Reason had not yet turned inwardly 
on herself to examine the nature of moral duties^ 
and subject them to that analysis which sometimes 
tends to confirm and sometimes to overthrow them. 
It was only generally admitted^ that in all the 
occurrences of life it is advantageous to render to 
every man his due ; and obeying this answer of the 
hearty honest men resigned themselves to the 
dictates of virtue, without regretting any of the 
sacrifices it requires. 

Knowledge was of two kinds : tradition, of 
which the poets were the interpreters, and the 
experience acquired by the aged. Tradition pre- 
served some traces of the history of the gods, and 
of that of men. Hence the respect paid to poets, 
who were employed to recount these interesting 
events at banquets, and on all solemn occasions ; 

«= Homer. Iliad, lib. % v. 119. Id. Odyss. lib. 2. v. 64. 
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to adorn them with the charms of music, and to 
embellish them by fictions which flattered the 
vanity of nations and of sovereigns."^ 

The wisdom of the old men supplied the tardy 
experience of ages^^ and^ by reducing examples 
into principles, made known the efiects of the pas- 
sions, and the means of bringing them under con* 
troul. Hence originated that esteem for age which 
assigned it the first rank in the assemblies of the 
nation, and scarcely grauted youth the permission 
to interrogate it/ 

The extreme vivacity of the passions gave an 
inestimable value to prudence, as did the necessity 
of instruction to the talent of eloquence. 

Of all the powers of the mind, imagination was 
first cultivated, because this is the faculty which 
manifests itself earliest in the infancy of men and 
nations ; and it was more especially nurtured and 
expanded among the Greeks, from the climate they 
inhabited, and the connexions they contracted with 
the people of the East. 

In Egypt, where the sun darts his ever burning 
rays, where the winds, the inundations of the Nile^ 
and other phenomena, are subject to a constant 
order, where the stability and uniformity of Nature 
seem to evince its eternity, every object was 
aggrandized by the imagination, which, expanding 

* Homer. Odyss. lib. 1. v. 152 et 338. • Id. Iliad, lib. 1. 
V. 259; lib. 3. v. 108; lib. 9. v. 60. ^ Id. Iliad, lib. 23. v. 
587, Id. Odyss. lib. 3. v. 24. 
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itself on all sides into infinity, necessarily inspired 
astonishment and awe. 

In Greece^ where the sky^ sometimes troubled 
by storms, almost incessantly sparkles with a pure 
light ; where the diversity of aspects and seasons 
continually presents the eye with striking contrasts ; 
where Nature at every step, at every instant^ ap- 
pears in action, and perpetually varying ; the ima- 
gination, richer and more active than in Egypt, 
bestowed new embellishments on every object, and 
diffused a mild and genial warmth through all the 
operations of the mind 

Thus the Greeks, forsaking their forests, no 
longer beheld objects under a terrific and gloomy 
veil ; and thus the Egyptians, transplanted into 
Greece, gradually softened the severe, and bold 
outlines of their pictures. Intermingling with each 
other, and constituting but one and the same 
people, they formed a language brilliant in figura- 
tive expressions ; they exhibited their ancient opi- 
nions in colours which diminished their simplicity, 
but rendered them more captivating; and as all 
beings capable of motion seemed to them full of 
life, and they referred to so many particular causes 
the phenomena to the nature of which they were 
strangers, the universe in their eyes was a magnifi- 
cent machine, the springs of which were acted on 
at will by an infinite number of invisible agents. 

This was the origin of that philosophy, or 
rather that religion, which still subsists among the 
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people; a confused mixture of truths and false^ 
hoods^ of venerable traditions and agreeable fic- 
tions ; a system that flatters the senses^ and offends 
the understanding; which breathes only pleasure^ 
while it teaches and applauds virtue ; and of which 
it may be proper to trace a slight sketchy as it 
strongly marks the character of the age that gave 
it birth. 

What power called forth the universe from 
chaos? The infinite Beings the pure lights the 
source of life.' Let us give it the most amiable of 
its titles ; it is love itself; that love whose presence 
restores harmony to all things/ and from whom 
both men and gods derive their origin.' 

These intelligent beings disputed the empire of 
the world; but overthrown in tremendous conflicts^ 
men were for ever subjected to their vanquishers. 

The race of immortals multiplied like that of men. 
Saturn^ issuing from the commerce of Heaven and 
Ekurth^ had three sons^ who divided the sovereignty 
of the universe. Jupiter reigns in heaven^ Nep- 
tune over the sea^ Pluto in the infernal regions^ 
and all three over the earth ;^ all three are sur- 
rounded by a multitude of deities^ intrusted with 
the execution of their commands. 

Jupiter is the most powerful of the gods^ for 
he hurls the thunder: his court is the most splendid 

^ Orph. ap. Brack. Hist. Philos. t. i. p. 390. ^ Hesiod. 
Theog. V. 120. * Ariatoph. in Av. r. 700. " Homer. Iliad, 
lib. 15. V. 193. 
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of ali; it is the abode of eternal lights and roust be 
the seat of happiness^ since every earthly good pro- 
ceeds from heaven. 

The divinities of the ocean and of the infernal 
shades are implored in certain places and under 
certain circumstances; the celestial gods every 
where^ and at every moment of life. They surpass 
the others in power, for they dwell above us; 
whilst the former are either beside us or beneath 
our feet. 

The gods dispense to men life, health, riches, 
wisdom and valour.^ We accuse them as the au- 
thors of our suflFerings;" they reproach us with 
being wretched from our own faults.' Pluto is 
odious to mortals,"" because he is inflexible. The 
other gods permit themselves to be moved by our 
prayers, and especially by our sacrifices, the odour 
of which is to them a delicious perfume.^ 

If they have senses like ourselves, they must 
have the same passions. Beauty makes on them 
the same impression as on us. We have often seen 
them seeking on earth for pleasures, rendered more 
pmgnant by their foi^etting for a time their exalted 
nature, and assuming the veil of mystery. 

By this extravagant combination of ideas, the 
Greeks had no intention to degrade the divinities 

» Homer. Iliad, lib. ^. v. 197; lib. 7. v. 288; lib. 13. 
Y. 730. ■ Id. Iliad, lib. 3. v. 164; lib. 6. v. 349. ■ Id. 
Odyss. lib. 1, t. 33. *» Id. Iliad, lib. 9. v. 158. p Id. Ibid, 
lib. 4. V. 48; lib. 24. v. 425. 
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they adored. Accustomed as they were to judg^ 
of all animated beings by themselves^ they ascribed 
their weaknesses to the gods^ and their sentiments 
to animals^ without imagining that they debased the 
former or elevated the latter. 

When they wished to form an idea of the hap- 
piness of heaven^ and the attention paid by the 
immortals to the government of the . universe^ they 
cast their eyes around them^ and said : 

On earthy nations are happy when they pass 
their days in festivals ; a sovereign, when he as- 
sembles at his table the princes and princesses who 
reign over the adjacent countries ; when youthful 
shves, perfumed with essences, pour out wine in 
overflowing goblets, and skilful singers harmoni- 
ously accord their voices with the lyre;' thus, in 
the frequent banquets of the inhabitants of heaven. 
Youth and Beauty, in the person of Hebe, dis- 
tribute nectar and ambrosia ; the vaulted roofs of 
Olympus re-echo with the songs of Apollo and the 
Muses, and joy sparkles in every eye. 

Sometimes Jupiter assembles the immortals 
around his throne ; and deliberates with them on 
the affairs of earth, as a sovereign discusses those 
of his states with the nobles of his kingdom. The 
gods deliver their different opinions, which they 
support with warmth, till Jupiter pronounces his 
final decision, and the rest submit in silence. 

•» Homer. Odyss. lib. 1. v. 162 5 lib. 9. v. 5. Arist. de Rep. 
lib. 8. c. 3. t. ii. p. 451. 
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The gods, invested with his authority, communi- 
cate motion to the universe, and are the authors of 
the phssnomena which astonish mortals. 

Every morning a youthful goddess opens the 
gates of the East, and diffuses a refreshing coolness 
through the air, while she scatters flowers over the 
fields, and strews rubies in the path of the Sun. 
At this signal the Earth awakes, and prepares to 
receive the god, who daily bestows on her new life. 
He appears, with a magnificence and splendour 
suited to the sovereign of the skies; his car, con- 
ducted by the Hours, flies and penetrates the im- 
mensity of space, filling it with radiance and genial 
warmth. No sooner does he reach the palace of 
the sovereign of the seas, than Night, who closely 
and incessantly follows him, extends her gloomy 
veil, and hangs the celestial dome with innumerable 
fires. Then rises another car, whose mild and con- 
soling light invites susceptible hearts to meditation. 
It is conducted by a goddess. She is coming in 
silence to receive the tender [homage of Endymion. 
That arch which shines with such rich colours, and 
extends from one side of the horizon to the other, 
is formed by the luminous footsteps of Iris, who is 
bearing the commands of Juno to the earth. De- 
lightful breezes and horrid tempests are caused by 
genii, now sporting in the air, now struggling with 
each other, to produce a commotion in the waves. 
At the foot of yonder eminence is a grotto, the 
asylum of coolness and of peace. There a bene- 
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ficent nymph pours forth from her inexhaustible urn 
the dtream that fertilizes the adjacent plain ; there 
she listens to the vows of the youthful beauty^ who 
comes to contemplate her charms in the fleeting 
waters. If we enter that gloomy wood^ it is neither 
the silence nor the solitude that occupies the mind : 
we are in the haunts of the Dryads and the Sylvans, 
and the secret awe we feel is the eflfect of the divine 
majesty. 

To whatever side we turn our steps^ we are in 
the presence of the gods; we discover them within 
us and without ; they have divided the empire of 
our souls^ and direct our inclinations. Some pre* 
side over war and the arts of peace; others inspire 
the love of wisdom or of pleasure; all of them 
cherish justice and protect virtue. Thirty thousand 
divinities dispersed around us^ continually watch 
over our thoughts and actions.' When we act 
justly^ heaven prolongs our days and increases our 
happiness^ but punishes us when we do evil.' On 
the commission of crimes. Nemesis and the black 
Furies issue^ with horrid roarings^ from the depths 
of hell; and gliding into the heart of the guilty 
mortal^ torment him day and night by piercing and 
funeral shrieks. These shrieks are the remorse of 
conscience.* If the wicked man before his death 
neglects to appease the avenging powers by holy 



'Hesiod. Open v. %50. • Homer. Odyss. lib. 13. v. 214. 
' Cicer. de Leg. lib. 1. c. 14. t. iii. p. 127. 
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ceremonies^ the Furies^ adhering to his soul as to 
their prey, drag it into the gulfs of Tartarus : for 
the Greeks universally believed the immortality of 
the soul. The following was their doctrine, derived 
from the Egyptians, concerning that substance of 
which we know so litde. 

The spiritual soul, that is, the mind or intellec- 
tual finculty, is enveloped in a sensitive soul, which 
is only a luminous and subtle species of matter, the 
faithful imagQ of the body, on which it is moulded, 
and whose resemblance and dimensions it for ever 
continues to retain. These two souls are strictly 
united during life, but are separated by death;'' 
and whilst the spiritual soul ascends to heaven, the 
other takes its flight, under the conduct of Mercury, 
to the extremities of the earth, where are the in- 
fernal regions, the throne of Pluto, and the tribunal 
of Minos. Abandoned by the whole world, and 
with nothing on which to rely for support but its 
good actions, the soul appears before this dread 
tribunal, hears its sentence, and is admitted to the 
Elysian fields, or plunged into Tartarus. 

The Greeks, who had founded the happiness of 
their gods only on sensual enjoyments, were unable 
to imagine any other delights for the Elysian fields 
but a delicious temperature, and a profound yet 
uniform tranquillity : feeble advantages, which did 



■ Horn. Odyss. lib. 11, v. 217. Notes of Madame Dacier, on 
the lOth and IJth books of the Odyssey. 
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not prevent virtuous souls from sighing for the 
light of day^ and regretting their passions and their 
pleasures. 

Tartarus is the abode of lamentation and de- 
spair; the guilty are there consigned to dreadful 
torments ; their entrails are gnawed by cruel vul- 
tures ; they are whirled round upon the axles of 
burning wheels. There Tantalus every moment 
expires with hunger and with thirsty in the midst of 
a reft*eshing stream^ and beneath trees laden with 
fruit : there the daughters of Danaus are condemned 
to fill a vessel^ from which the water is continually 
escaping ; and Sisyphus to fix upon the summit of 
a mountain a rock he toils to roll up^ and which 
immediately &lls back of itself when he is on the 
point of accomplishing his task. Insupportable 
wants^ ever aggravated by the presence of the ob- 
jects fitted to gratify them: labours perpetually the 
same^ and for ever unsuccessful. What punish- 
ments! The imagination that invented them had 
exhausted the utmost refinements of cruelty to pro- 
vide chastisements for guilt; whilst it offered no 
other recompence to virtue but an imperfect felicity, 
and that too poisoned by regret. Was it believed 
more salutary to guide men by the fear of punish- 
ments than by the allurements of pleasure? or rather, 
was it easier to multiply the images of misery than 
those of happiness? 

This rude system of religion taught a small 
number of dogmas essential to the tranquillity of 
4 
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society; the existence of the gods, the immortality 
of the soul, rewards for virtue, punishments for 
vice. It prescribed ceremonies which might con- 
tribute to maintain these truths, in its festivals and 
mysteries; it presented civil government with 
powerful means by which to profit of the ignor- 
ance and credulity of the people, in its oracles, 
and the arts of augury and divination ; it left every 
man, in fine, at liberty to adopt such ancient tradi- 
tions as he thought proper, and continually to load 
with new inventions the history and genealogy of 
the gods; so that the imagination, free to create 
facts, and to vary by prodigies those which were 
already known, never ceased to embellish its 
detaik by the marvellous, that ornament so frigid 
in the eye of reason, but so fiill of charms for 
youthful minds and infant nations. The narrative 
of the traveller to his admiring hosts, of the father 
of a family to his listening children, of the bard 
admitted to the entertainments of princes, were 
wrought up in the intrigue, and conducted to the 
catastrophe, by the intervention of the gods ; and 
the system of religion insensibly became a system 
of poetry and fiction. 

At the same time, the erroneous ideas which 
prevailed respecting natural philosophy, enriched 
language with a multitude of images. The habit of 
confounding motion With life, and life vrith senti- 
ment; the fincility of connecting certain relations 
subsisting between objects, made men in con versa- 
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tion attribute to the most insensible beings a soul^i 
or properties wholly foreign from their nature. The 
sword was said to thirst after the blood of the 
enemy ; the dart to fly impatient to destroy. Wings 
were ascribed to every thing that cleaves the air^ to 
lightnings to the winds> to arrows^ to the sound of 
the voice. Aurora had rosy fingers^ the sun golden 
tresses^ and Thetis silver fe^t. Such metaphors 
were admired, especially for their novelty ; and the 
language of Greece, like that of all nations in their 
infancy, became poetical. 

Such was nearly the progress of the human 
mind among the Greeks, when Codrus sacrificed his 
life for the safety of his country ."^ The Athenians, 
struck with this magnanimous action, abolished 
the regal title ; they affirmed that Codrus had raised 
it so high that it must be henceforth beyond, the 
desert of mortals : they adopted Jupiter, therefore> 
for their sovereign;^ and placing Medon, the son 
of Codrus^ by the side of the throne, they named 
him archon, or perpetual chief,^ requiring him, ne* 
vertheless, to render an account of his administration 
to the people/ 

The brothers of this prince had opposed his 
election ;* but on seeing it confirmed by the oracle^ 
rather than cherish a principle of intestine divisions 

"" Meurs. de R^b. Atben. lib. 3. cap. It. ^ Schol. AristopL 
in Nub. V. 2. * The year lOQ^ before Christ. • Pausan. 
lib. 4. c. 5. p. 2Q«. » Ibid. lib. 7. c. 2. p. 623. iEliaa. Var. 
Hist. lib. 8. c. 5. Velleius.Patercul. lib. 1. c. 2. 
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in their country^ they abandoned it to seek a hap- 
pier fortune in distant lands. 

Attica and the countries which surround it were 
at this time overstocked with inhabitants : 

The conquests of the Heraclide had occasioned 
a reflux into this part of Greece of the whole nation 
of the lonians^ who formerly occupied twelve cities 
in Peloponnesus.** These foreigners, becoming 
burtheasome to the places that served them as an 
asylum^ and being still too near to those they bad 
quitted^ wished for a change which should make 
them forget their misfortunes. The sons of Codrus 
pointed out to them beyond the seas the rich plains 
in the- extremity of Asia, opposite to Europe, part 
of which were already occupied by those iEolians 
whom the HeracUdae had formerly driven out of 
Peloponnesus.^ On the confines of MoMsl was a 
fertile country, situate in a delightful cltmate, and 
inhabited by barbarians whom the Greeks began to 
despise. The sons of Codrus proposing this as the 
object of their expedition, were followed by a great 
number of adventurers of al( ages and countries.^ 
The barbarians made but a feeble resbtance, and 
the.cobny soon found itself in possession of as 
many cities as it had held in Peloponnesus ; and 
these cities, among which Miletus ahd Ephesus 



•» HerodoU lib. 1. cap. 145. Strab. lib.8. p. 383- * He- 
rodot. lib. 1. cap. 149. Strab. lib. 13. p. 582. «* Paiwan. 
lib. 7. cap. 2. p. 624i 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



INTRODUCTION. 193 

were conspicuous, by their union composed the 
Ionic body.* 

M edon transmitted to his descendants the dignity 
of archon : but as that office began to give some 
umbrage to the Athenians^ they at length limited 
its duration to ten years ; * and their alarms in- 
creasing with their precautions^ they finally divided 
it among nine annual magistrates^f who still bear 
the title of archons.^ 

These are all the changes which the history of 
Athens presents us^ from the death of Codru8 to the 
first Olympiad^ during a period of three hundred 
and sixteen years. These ages^ from all appear^ 
ances^ were ages of happiness ; for t^e calamities 
of nations are never erased: from their traditions. 
We cannot insist too strongly on a reflection so af^ 
fiicthig fof humanity. In this long interval of peace^ 
Attica nndoubtedly produced noble" and < generous 
men^ devoted to the welfare of their country^ and 
sages vrho^ by superiority of understandings main!* 
tained harmony in all the orders of the stated They 
are forgotten^ for they had only virtues. Hiud tor* 
rents of blood and tears flowed at their comqi^d^ 
their names would have tnumphedover time ; and^ 
in default of histinrians, the monuments consecrated 
to their memory would stitt tp«ak for diem* in the 

• Herod, lib. 1. cap. 142. Slrab. lib. 14. p. 633. -^iian. 
Var. Hist. lib. 8. cap. 5. ♦ The year 752 before Christ, 
f l^e year 684 before Ghi&t. ^ Meurs. d» Arokont. lib. 1. 
cap. 1, &c. Corsin. Fast Att. dissert. 1. 

p2 
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midst of the public places. Must we then destroy 
men to merit altars? 

Whilst Attica enjoyed this state of tranquillity, 
the other nations of Greece were disturbed only by 
slight and momentary concussions : ages glided on 
in silence, or rather were filled by three of the 
greatest men who ever have existed ; Homer, Ly- 
curgus, and Aristomenes. With the two latter we 
become acquainted at Lacedssmon and in Messenia ; 
but every age and place has resounded with the 
fame of Homer. 

Homer flourished about four centuries after the 
Trojan war.* In his time poetry was greatly cul- 
tivated among the Greeks : the source of those fic- 
tions, which constitute its essence or its ornament, 
became every day more copious ; language sparkled 
with imagery, and by its irregularity was better 
adapted to the wishes of the poet.f Two remarkable 
events, the Theban and the Trojan war, furnished 
genius with noble subjects. Bards, with their lyres 
in hand, every where sang to the admiring Greeks 
the exploits of their ancient warriors. 

Orpheus, Linus, Musssus, and a number of other 
poets,*^ whose works are lost — ^a circumstance to 
which they are perhaps indebted for a great share 
of their celebrity — had already made their appear- 
ance : — already Hesiod, who is, said to have rivalled 

♦ Towards the year 900 before Christ. . + See note I. at 
the end of the volume. ^ Fabr. Bibl. Graec. t. i. 
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Homer^ had entered the career^ and in a soft and 
harmonious style *" sung the genealogy of the gods^ 
rural labours^ and other subjects rendered interest- 
ing by his genius. 

Homer, therefore, found an art, which for some 
time had been in its infancy, and the progress of 
which was daily quickened by emulation. He took 
it up while thus expanding, and carried it to such a 
height that he appeared its creatof . 

He is said to have sung the war of Thebes.* 
He composed several works which would have 
placed him on a level with the first poets of his 
time ; but the Iliad and Odyssey raise him above 
all before or after him. 

In the former of these poems, he has described 
some events of the Trojan war ; and in the second, 
the return of Ulysses to his country. 

During the siege of Troy, an event had occurred 
which fixed the attention of Homer. Achilles, 
insulted by Agamemnon, withdrew to his camp : 
his absence enfeebled the Grecian army, and re- 
animated the courage of the Trojans, who, sallying 
from their walls, attacked their enemies, and were 
almost always victors in frequent combats : already 
were they spreading flames amid the ships of the 
Greeks, when Patroclus appeared, clad in the 

^ Dionys. Halicar. de Compos. Verb. sect. 23. t. v. p. 173. 
Id. de Vet. Script. Cens. t. v. p. 419. Quintii. Instit. Orat. lib. 
10. cap. 1. p. 629. * Herodot. lib. 4. cap. 32. Pausan. lib. 9. 
cap. 9. p. 729. 
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armour of Achilles. Hector attacks him^ and be 
falls ; Achilles^ who had remained inflexible to all 
the intreaties of the chiefs of the army^ flies again 
to the fields avenges the death of Patroclus by that 
of the Trojan general^ orders the funeral obsequies 
of his friend, and^ for a ransom^ restores to the un* 
happy Priam the body of his son Hector. 

These events, happening in the space of a very 
few days/ were the consequence of the anger of 
Achilles against Agamemnon, and formed, in the 
history of the siege, an episode, which might easily 
be detached, and which Homer chose for the subject 
of his Iliad. In treating it he has observed the his* 
torical order; but, to give greater lustre to his 
subject, has imagined, according to the received 
system of the age, that from the beginning of the 
war the gods had been divided between the Greeks 
and Trojans, and, to render his poem more interest- 
ing, has introduced all his characters in action — an 
artifice perhaps unknown before his time, which has 
given birth to the drama,' and which he again em- 
ployed in the Odyssey with the same success. 

More art and knowledge are displayed in the 
latter poem. Ten years had elapsed since Ulysses 
had left the shores of Ilium. Unjust plunderers 
were dissipating his property ; they were endea- 
vouring to compel his disconsolate wife to contract 

^ Du Poeme Epique, par Bossu, liv. ii. p. 269. ' Plat, in 
ThesBt. t. i. p. 152. Id. de Repub. lib. 10. t. ii. p. 598 et 607. 
Arist. de Poet. cap. 4. t. ii. p. 655. 

4 
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a second marriage^ and to fix a choice which it was 
no longer in her power to defer. At this moment 
the scene of the Odyssey opens* Telemachus^ the 
son of Ulysses^ repairs to the continent of Greece^ 
to inquire of Nestor and M enelaus respecting the 
fate of his father. Whilst he is at Lacedeemon^ 
Ulysses departs from the island of Calypso^ and^ 
after a perilous voyage^ is cast away in a tempest 
on the isle of the Phaeacians^ contiguous to Ithaca. 
In an age when commerce had not yet formed con- 
nexions between different countries^ the inhabitants 
thronged round a stranger to hear the narrative of 
his adventures. Ulysses, pressed to satisfy a court 
in which ignorance and a taste for the marvellous 
were excessive, recounts the' prodigies he has be- 
held, moves their pity by the recital of his suf- 
ferings, and obtains succours to return into his 
dominions. He arrives, discovers himself to his 
son, and concerts with him efficacious measures to 
revenge themselves of their common enemies. 

The action of the Odyssey lasts but forty 
days ;"" but, by means of the plan he has adopted. 
Homer has found the secret of describing all the 
circumstances of the return of Ulysses ; of relating 
many particulars of the siege of Troy ; and dis- 
playing the knowledge he had himself acquired in 
his travels. He appears to have composed this 
work in an advanced age: some have imagined 

•^ Mem. de TAcad. des Belles Lettres, t. ii. p. 389. 
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they discovered this in the multiplicity of his nar- 
rations^ as also in the mild and tranquil character 
of the principal personages^ and a certain gentle 
warmth resembling that of the setting sun.*" 

Though it was certainly the object of Homer 
to please more especially the age in which he livedo 
the moral of the Iliad clearly is^ that nations are 
always sacrificed to the divisions of their leaders ; 
and that of the Odyssey, that prudence^ united 
with courage^ triumphs^ sooner or later^ over the 
greatest obstacles. 

The Iliad and Odyssey were scarcely known 
in Greece^ when Lycurgus appeared in Ionia."" 
The genius of the poet spoke instantly to the genius 
of the legislator. Lycurgus discovered lessons of 
wisdom^ where ordinary men saw nothing but pleas- 
ing fictions.^ He copied the two poems^ and with 
them enriched his country ; from whence they were 
communicated to all the Greeks. Actors appeared^ 
known by the name of rhapsodists^^ who^ detaching 
select passages^ travelled over Greece^ and were 
listened to with rapture. One sang the valour of 
Diomede ; another the ferewell of Andromache ; 
and others the death of Patroclus and Hector.' 

The reputation of Homer seemed to increase 
with the division and distribution of his verses ; but 

" LoDgiD. de Sabl. cap. 0. "" Ailat. de Patr. Homer, c. 5. 
9 Plut. in Lye. t. i. p. 41. *^ Schol. Pind. io Nero. od. %. ▼. 1* 
" iEliao, yav, HisU lib. 13. cap. 14. Allal. de Patr. Homer, 
pap. 5. 
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the texture of his poems was insensibly destroyed ; 
and as their parts^ from being too much separated^ 
were in danger of losing their connexion with the 
whole^ Solon prohibited several rhapsodists^ when 
assembled^ from taking at random detached pas- 
sages from the writings of Homer ; ordaining^ that 
in their recitals they should follow the order ob- 
served by the author^ so that one should take up 
th^ subject where the others had ended/ 

This regulation provided against one danger^ 
but suffered another of still greater consequence to 
subsist. The poems of Homer, abandoned to the 
enthusiasm and ignorance of those by whom they 
were publicly sung or -commented on^ daily under- 
went new corruptions in the recital ; they suffered 
considerable losses^ and were loaded with inter- 
polations. Pisistratus^ and his son Hipparchus/ 
undertook to restore the text to its original purity ; 
they consulted skilful grammarians^ offered rewards 
to every person who should produce any authentic 
fragment of the Iliad and Odyssey^ and^ after a 
long and arduous labour^ gave complete copies of 
these two noble poems to the admiring Greeks^ 
equally astonished at the ingenuity of their plans^ 
and the beauties of their execution. Hipparchus 
likewise ordered that the verses of Homer should 



" LterU in Solon, lib. 1. § bl. ' Cicer. de Orat lib. 3. 

cap. 34. t i. p. 312. Pausan. lib. 7. cap. 26. p. 594. Meurs. 
in Pisistrat. cap. 9 et \% Allat. de Pair. Homer, cap. 5, 
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be sung at the festival of the Panathenasa^ in the 
order prescribed by the law of Solon.* 

Posterity^ which cannot estimate the glory of 
kings and heroes by their actions^ hears as it were 
from fsLT the resounding fome of their immortal 
deeds^ and re-echoes it with louder note to succeed- 
ing times. But the reputation of an author^ whose 
writings still subsist^ must be the result of the suc- 
cessive judgments which consecutive ages have 
pronounced in his favour. The glory of Homer^ it 
is to be remembered^ has increased in proportion as 
his works have become better known^ and his readers 
more capable of appreciating thenr real worth. 
The Greeks have never been so learned and polite 
as they are at this day^ and never were they im- 
pressed with so profound an admiration for that 
poet. His name is in every mouthy and his portrait 
before every eye. Several cities dispute the honour 
of having given him birth ;' others have dedicated 
temples to him/ The Ai^ves^ who invoke him in 
their holy ceremonies^ send an annual sacrifice iato 
the isle of Chios in his honour/ His verses resound 
through all Greece, and are the brightest ornament 
of her splendid festivals. In them youth finds its 
first instructions :* from them iEschylus,^ Sophocles/ 

■ Plat, in Hipparc. t. ii. p. 228. iElian. Var. Hist. lib. 8. 
cap. 2. not. Periz. ibid. Lycurg. in Leocr. p. 161. * Aul. 
Gell. lib. 3. cap. 1 1. Strab. lib. 14. p. 645. Pausan. lib. 10. 
cap. 24. ' Strab. lib. 14. p. 646. • Certam. Homer, et 
Hesiod. * Eustath. in Iliad, lib. 1. p. 145. Id. in lib. 2. 
p. 263. *» Athen. lib. 8. cap. 8. p. 347. «= Valken. Diatr. 

in Eurip. Hippol. p. 92. 
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Archilochus^ Herodotus, Demosthenes,'^ Plato^'' and 
the most esteemed authors^ have drawn the greater 
part of the beauties that abound in their writings ; 
and by them the sculptor Phidiaa,' and the painter 
Euphranor/ were taught worthily to represent the 
awful majesty of the sovereign of the gods. 

How wondrous then is this man^ who instructs 
legislators ijfi* the science of politics; who teaches 
philosophers and historians the art of writings and 
poets and orators that of moving the passions ; who 
discloses cmd expands every talent^^ and whose su- 
periority is so universally acknowledged^ that we 
are no more jealous of his pre-eminence than of the 
sun by which we are enlightened ! 

I am aware that Homer must more -especially 
interest his own nation. The principal &milies of 
Greece think they discover in his works the titles of 
their origin ; andthedifferentstatesthe epoch of their 
greatness. Frequently .his testimony has even suf- 
ficed to determine the ahcient limits of two neigh- 
bouring nations.' But this merits which he might 
possess in common with many authors now 
consigned to oblivion^ never could produce the 
enthusiasm excited by his poems ; many other 

^ Longin. de Sablim. cap. 13. Dionys. Halicar. Episl. ad 
Pomp. t. Ti. p. 772. « Panaet. ap. Cicer. Tuscul. lib. 1. cap. 
32. t. ii. p. 260. f Strab. lib. 8. p. 345. Plut. in Mmil U i. 
p. 270. Val. Max. lib. 3. cap. 7. extern. N^ 4. * Eustath. 
ad Iliad, lib. 1. p. 145. ^ Dionys. Halic. de Compos. Verb, 
t. ▼. cap. 16. p. 97. Id. ibid. cap. 24. p. 187. Quint Instit. 
lib. 10. cap. 1. p. 628. * Eastath. in Homer, t. ii. p. 263. 
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springs must have operated to obtain him among; 
the Greeks the empire of the mind. 
'. I am but a Scythian; and the harmony of 
Homer's verses^ that harmony which transports the 
enraptured Greeks, frequently escapes my un- 
polished organs : but I am no longer master of my 
admiration, when I see this lofty genius hovering, 
if 1 may so speak, over the universe ; darting on 
every side his ardent glances, and collecting those 
flames and colours with which all objects sparkle in 
his sight ; entering the council of the gods ; fathom- 
ing the recesses of the human heart; and quickly, 
rich with his discoveries, intoxicated with the beau- 
ties of nature, and, no longer able to support the 
ardour that consumes him, distributing it with pro- 
fusion in his descriptions and expressions, making 
heaven contend with earth, and the passions strive 
for mastery with each other ; dazzling us by those 
strokes of light which appertain only to superior 
talents ; hurrying us away by those sallies of senti- 
ment that constitute the true sublime, and ever 
leaving a profound impression which seems to ex- 
pand and ennoble the soul. For what above all 
distinguishes Homer, is the power of animating 
every thing,* and of perpetually communicating to 
us the emotions with which he is himself agitated ; 
it is the skill with which he renders every other 
subordinate to the leading passion ; following it 

^ Arist. de Rhetor, lib. 3. cap. 11. t. ii. p. 506. 
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through all its transports^ its extravagances^ and 
incongruities ; elevating it to the clouds^ and again 
precipitating it^ when necessary^ from its height^ by 
tiie force of sentiment and virtue^ as the flames of 
iEtna are dashed by the wind to the bottom of the 
abyss : it is the felicity with which he has seized 
great characters^ the skill with which he has diver- 
sified the power^ the bravery, and other qualities of 
hb personages, not by cold and fastidious descrip- 
tions, but by rapid and vigorous strokes of tiie 
pencil, or by novel fictions scattered as it were 
fortuitously through his works. I mount with him 
into the heavens : I discover Venus in all her beau- 
ty, by that girdle incessantly emitting the fires of 
love, impatient desire, seductive graces, and the in- 
expressible charms of language and the eyes.' I 
recognise Pallas and her furies, by that aegis on 
which are suspended terror, discord, violence, and 
the tremendous head of the horrid gorgon."* Jupi- 
ter and Neptune are the most powerful of the gods : 
but Neptune must have a trident to shake the earth ;* 
and Jupiter with his nod makes Olympus tremble."" 
I descend to earth : Achilles, Ajax, and Diomedes, 
are the most formidable of the Greeks; but Dio- 
medes retires at the sight of the Trojan army ;' Ajax 

' Homer. Iliad, lib. 14. v. 215. ■ Id. ibid. lib. 5. v. 738. 

■ Id. Odyss. lib. 4. r. 506. • Id. Iliad, lib. 1. ▼. 530. ' Id. 
ibid. lib. 5. v. 605. 
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does not give way till he has several times repulsed 
it ;*» Achilles shows himself, and it disappears/ 

These differences are not contrasted in the 
sacred books of the Greeks^ for so the Iliad and 
Odyssey may be termed. The poet had given a 
solid basis to his models ; he detached at pleasure 
those discriminating shades^ and had them present 
before his mind^ at the very instant he was bestow- 
ing on his character some momentary variations ; 
for^ in fact, art abne attributes a constant unity to 
characters, nature produces none which do not 
occasionally differ from themselves in the various 
eccurrences of life. y 

Plato did not find sufficient ^kghity in the grief 
of Achillesj nor in that of Priam, when the former 
rolls himself in the dust after the death of Patroclus, 
and when the latter has recourse to a humifiptting 
action to obtain the dead body of a son/ But how 
strange is that dignity which stifles the feelings of 
nature t For my part^ I commend Homer for 
having; like Nature^ placed weakness by the side «f 
sttength, and the abyss by the side of elevation. I 
cxmimend him stitt more for having shown me the 
best of fathers in the most powerful of kingg^ and 
the tendenstof friends in the most impetuous of 
heroes. 

I have known the poet blamed for the insolent 

«» Homer. Iliad, lib. 11. v. 665. . ^ Id. ibid. lib. 18. v. 

228. • Plat, de Rep. lib. 3. t. ii. p. 388. 
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and abusive language which he puts into the mouth 
of his heroes^ both in their assemblies and in the 
heat of battle : I then cast my eyes on children^ 
who approach much nearer to nature than ourselves^ 
on the vulgar, always in a state of childhood, on 
savages, who are always the vulgar ; and have ob- 
served in all these, that their anger constantly ex- 
presses itself in insolence and outrage, previous to 
producing any other eflfect. 

I have heard Homer censured for having painted 
in all their simplicity the manners of the times that 
preceded him;-^I smiled at the criticism, and was 
silent. 

But when it is alleged agdnst him as a crime, 
'that he has degraded the gods, I content myself 
with relating the answer given me one day by an 
intelligent Athenian. Homer, said he, ascribed to 
the gods the infirmities of men, according to the 
poetical system of hifs time.^ Aristophanes has 
since exhibited them on our theatre,"" and our fe'- 
thers^ applauded that licence. The most ancient 
theologians have said that men and gods had one 
common origin;' and almost in our own days 
Pindar has held the same language/ It was never 
imagined, then, that these gods could be substitutes 
for the idea we entertain of the divinity j and, in 

' Arist. de Poet. c. 35. t ii. p. 673. " Aristoph. in Nub. 

V. 617; in Pint. v. 1120; in Ran. &c. / * Hesiod. Theogon. 
V. 126, &c. Vide etiam Aristoph. in Av. v. 700. ' Pind. 

in Nem. od. 6. v. 1. Schol. ibid. 
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fect^ genuine philosophy admits a Supreme Being" 
superior to them^ who has delegated to them hia 
power. It is that Being whom men of understand- 
ing adore in secret. The multitude address their 
prayers^ and sometimes their complaints^ to those 
who represent him ; and poets in general are like 
the subjects of the king of Persia, who prostrate 
themselves before the sovereign^ and inveigh 
against his ministers. 

Let those who are unmoved by the beauties of 
Homer dwell on these defects. For why dissemble 
the truth ? He frequently reposes^ and sometimes 
slumbers ; but his is the repose of the eagle^ who^ 
after visiting his vast domains of air^ drops^ op- 
pressed with &tigue, upon a lofty mountain ; and 
his slumber resembles that of Jupiter^ who^ accord- 
ing to Homer himself^ huris his thunder when he 
awakes.' 

Whoever shall judge of Homer not by frigid 
reasonings but by his feelings ; not by rules too 
often arbitrary^ but according to the immutable 
laws of nature ; vnll undoubtedly be convinced^ that 
he merits all the honours lavished on him by the 
Greeks^ and that his works are the greatest orna- 
ment of the ages whose history I have been 
abridging. 

« Ibid. lib. 15. ▼. 377. 
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PART IL 



It is not until about one hundred and fifty years 
after the first Olympiad that the history of the Athe- 
nians^ properly speakings begins. It therefore com- 
prises only three hundred yearSf if brought down 
to the present time ; and about two hundred and 
twenty^ if concluded at the taking of Athens. In 
this series of years it is easy to discover certain im- 
portant intervals which mark the rjse^ the progress^ 
and the decline of their enq)ire. If I may be al- 
lowed to distinguish these cera^ by char^cterbtic 
names^ I shall call the first the age of Solon,* or of 
the laws ; the second^ the age of Themi^todes and 
Aristides^ or the age of glory; .the third, tjiat ojf 
Pericles, or the age of luxury and the arts. 



SECTION I. 

THE AGE OF 80L0N.* 

The form of government established by Theseus 
had undergone material atteAtioifis ; the people still 
possessed^he right of assemblings but •the so^reign 
power resided in the hands of the wealthy.* The 
republic was governed by fiSAe cut^hons, or annual 
magistrates^ vrtio did Aet enjoy their power long 

'^ BVdm the yvtfr 630^) l» the year'490» before Christ. * Arist. 
de Rep. lib. 2. c. 12. t. ii. p. 336. ''Thucyd. lib. 1. c. 136. 

VOL. I. Q 
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enough to abuse it; and who, in fact, had not suf- 
ficient authority to maintain the tranquillity of the 
state. 

The inhabitants of Attica were separated into 
three factions, each of which had at its head one of 
the most ancient families of Athens. Divided as 
they all were by interest, diversity of character, and 
situation, it was impossible for them to agree in the 
choice of a form of government. The poorest and 
most independent, confined to the adjacent moun- 
tains, favoured a democracy ; the wealthiest, dis- 
persed over the plain, wished for an oligarchy; 
while the inhabitants of the coasts, engaged in 
maritime and commercial afiairs, were for a mixed 
government, which might secure their possessions, 
without proving injurious to public liberty.*^ 

To this- source of divisions each party united the 
inveterate hatred of the poor against the rich. Ob- 
scure citizens, overwhelmed with debts, had no re- 
source but that of selling their liberty, or that of 
their children, to merciless creditors ; and the 
greatest part of them had determined to abandon a 
country which held out only ineffectual labour to 
some of them ; and eternal slavery, and the sacrifice 
of every sentiment of nature to the remainder.** 

An inconsiderable . number of laws, almost as 
ancient. as the state, and generally known by. the 

« Herodot lib. 1. c 59. Plut in Solon, p. 85. ^ Pint, in 
Solon* p. 85. 
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nahie of Royal Laws/ were found to be insuflB- 
cient; since, from the growth of knowledge^ new 
sources of industry/ new necessities alid vices, were 
diffused through society. Licentiousness was either 
passed over with impunity, or chastised only by 
arbitrary punishments. The life and fortune of 
individuals were left at the discretion of magistrates, 
who, subjected to no certain limitations, were but 
too much disposed to listen to their prepossessions 
or their interests. 

In this confusion^ which menaced the state with 
immediate destruction, Draco was made choice of, 
with full powers to exercise the whole of legislation, 
in its most extensive or circumstantial views. The 
particulars of his private life are little known to us ; 
but he has left the reputation of a man of worth, 
possessed of real knowledge, and sincerely attached 
to his country.' Other strokes of character might 
perhaps embellish his eulogium, but are not neces- 
sary to his memory. Like all preceding and sub- 
sequent legislators, he formed a code of laws and 
morals; he took the citizen at the moment of his 
birth, prescribed ^e manner of his earliest educa^ 
tion,« followed him through the different stages of 
bis life, and connecting these partial views with the 
main objects, flattered himself he should be able to 
form free men and virtuous citizens ; but he only 

' Xen. (Econ. p. 856. Meurs. in Them. Attic, c. 36. 
'Aal. Qell. lib. 11. c. 18. Said, in Dracon. ^.^Bschio. kv 
Timarch.p. 261. 

«3 
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produced malecontents^ and his regulations excited 
so many murmurs, that he was compelled to take 
refuge in the island of iEgina, where he soon after 
died. 

His laws were strongly impressed with the pe- 
culiarity of his character ; they were as severe as 
his manners had ever been rigid.'' Death was the 
chastisement he inflicted on idleness, and the only 
punishment he decreed for the slightest offences^ as 
well as for the most atrocious crimes : he was ac- 
customed to say that he knew of none milder for 
the former, and could devise no other for the latter.' 
It seems as if his powerful mind, virtuous even to 
excess, vms incapable of any indulgence for crimes 
at which it revolted, or for those weaknesses over 
which it triumphed vdthout an effort. Perhaps, 
too, he was of opinion, that in the path of vice, 
the first step inevitably leads to the most dreadful 
precipices. 

As he bad not attempted any change in the 
form of government,* the intestine divisions aug- 
mented from day to day. One of the principal 
citizens, named Cylon, formed the project of seizing 
on the sovereign authority. He was besieged in 
tlie citadel, where he long defended himself; and 
at length wanting provisions, and destitute of every 
hope of succour, eluded, by flight, the punishment 

'^Arbt. de Rep. lib. 2. c. 12. t. ii. p. 337. Id. de Rhetor, 
lib. 2. c 23. t. ii. p. 579. » Plut. in Solon, p. 87. ^ Arist. 
de Rep. lib. 2. c. 12. t. ii. p. 337. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



INTRODUCTION. 211 

due to his crime. His followers took refuge in the 
temple of Minerva ; from which asylum they were 
enticed by the promise of life^ and instantly mas- 
sacred.* Some of these unfortunate men were 
murdered even on the altars of the awful Eume- 
nides.' 

The indignation excited by this action was uni- 
versal; the people at once execrated the perfidy 
and shuddered at the impiety of the victors ; and 
the whole city expected that some dreadful calamity 
would be immediately inflicted by celestial venge- 
ance. Amidst this general consternation^ news was 
brought that the city of Nisssa and the isl^ of Sa- 
lamis had fallen by the arms of the M egareans. 

To this melancholy intelligence succeeded soon 
after an epidemical distemper. The public imagi- 
nation^ already agitated, was suddenly seized with 
panic terrors, and haunted by a thousand terrifying 
chimseras. The augurs and oracles being consulted, 
declared that the city, polluted by the profieination 
of the holy places, must be purified by the cere« 
monies of expiation. 

The Athenians therefore sent to Crete for Epi- 
menides,"* considered in his time as a man who had 
an intercourse with the gods, and who saw into fu- 
turity ; though at present he would be only esteem- 
ed a fanatic possessed of knowledge, capable of se- 
ducing by his talents, and of commanding respect 

♦ The year 612 before Christ. » Thucyd. lib. 1. c. 126. 
Plut. in Solon, p. 84. " Plato de Legib. lib. 1. 1. ii. p. 642. 
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by the severity of his manners; skilful more espe- 
cially in explaining dreams and the most obscure 
presages^*" and in discerning future events in the 
causes which must produce them.'' The Cretans 
say^ that when young he was seized in a cavern 
vrith a profound sleep^ which^ according to some, 
lasted forty years ;"" and much longer, according to 
others -^ they add, that, on his awaking, astonished 
at the changes in every thing he saw, and driven 
from his father's house as an impostor, he was not 
acknowledged till after he had given the most satis- 
factory proofs of the justness of his claims. The 
meaning of this whole story must be, that Epime-^ 
nides passed the first years of his youth in solitary 
places, wholly absorbed in the study of nature, 
forming his imagination to enthusiasm,' by fasting, 
silence and meditation, without any other ambition 
than by making himself acquainted with the will 
of the gods, to secure his power over the minds of 
men. His success surpassed his hopes ; and he 
acquired such a reputation for wisdom and sanctity, 
that, in times of public calamity,' nations entreated 
from him the favour of purifying them by rites, 
which, as they alleged, he could render more ac- 
ceptable to the divinity. 

" Arist. de Rhetor, lib, 3. c. 17. t. ii. p. 505. *» Plut in 
Solon, p. 84. Laert. in Epim. lib. 1. § 114. ("Pausan. lib. 1. 
c. 14. p. 35. «» Plut. t. ii. p. 784. Laert. in Epim. lib. 1. $ llo. 
' Plut. in Solon, p. 84. Cicer. de Divin. lib. 1, c. 18. t. iii. p. 16, 
' P.ausan. lib. 1. c. 14. p. 35. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



INTRODUCTION, 213 

Athens received him with transports of hope 
and fear.^ He directed that new temples and new 
altars should be built to immolate the victims he 
had chosen^ and that these sacrifices should be 
accompanied by certain hymns.* As while speak- 
ing he seemed agitated with a divine inspiration/ 
his impetuous eloquence was irresistible. He 
availed himself of the ascendancy he had acquired 
to effect several changes in the religious ceremonies 
then in use; and in this respect he may be esteemed 
one of the legislators of Athens. He rendered the 
ceremonies less expensive ;' he abolished the bar-i 
barous practice of the women who cut and disfigured 
their faces while accompanying the dead to the 
tomb ; and by a multitude of useful regulations, 
endeavoured to bring back the Athenians to the true 
principles of social union and justice. 

The confidence which he had inspired, and the 
time necessary for complying with his directions, 
insensibly calmed the minds of the people. The 
phantoms disappeared; and Epimenides departed 
honoured with the unbounded applause of a whole 
nation, which regretted his departure. He refused 
considerable presents, and only demanded for him- 
self a branch of the olive consecrated to Minerva, 



* About the year 597 before Christ. See note II. at the 
end of the volume. ^ Strab. lib. 10. p* 479. " Cicer. de 

Divin. lib.. 1. c. 18, t. iii. p. 16, " Plut. in Solon, t i. 

p. 84. 
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and the friendship of the Athenians for Cnossos his 
country/ 

Soon after he had left Athens^ the Actions 
a^in retived with reAwibled fury ; end their ex- 
cesses were carried to such a height, as quickly to 
reduce them to that extremity, which leaves no 
other alternative to a state, but to incur cartain 
ruin, or submit to be guided by the genius of a 
single man. 

Solon was therefore unanimously raised to the 
dignity of first magistrate, legislator, and sovereign 
arbiter.* He was urged to mount the throne ; but 
as he Was doubtful whether it would be easy to 
descend from it^ he resisted at once the reproaches 
of his friends, the entreaties of the leaders of the 
fections, and of the wiser part of the citizens/ 

Solon vma descended from the ancient kings of 
Athens.* From his earliest youth he had applied 
himself to commerce, either to repair the ii\juries 
which the liberality of his fother had done to the 
fimrtune of his fEimily, or to become acquainted with 
tile manners and laws oi different nations. After 
having acquired, in that profession, sufficient pro- 
perty to place himself beyond the reach of want, 
and to render unnecessary the generous offers of 
his friends, he continued to pursue his travels. 



' Plat, de Leg. lib. 1. 1 ii. p. 64^. Plut. ibid. Laert lib. 
1 . § 1 1 1 . * About the year 594 before Christ. * Plut. in Solon, 
p. 86. • Id. ibid. p. 78. 
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with the sole view of increasing his stock of know- 
ledge.^ 

The learning of that tim^ was in the possession 
of a few virtuous men^ known by the name of 
sages^ and dispersed through the different districts 
of Greece. The sole object of their study was 
nmn, what he is^ what he ought to be^ and in what 
manner he^ may best be instructed and governed. 
They collected the small number of moral and 
political truthsji and comprised them in maxims 
sufficiently clear to be comprehended at the first 
glance^ and pointed enough to^ be, or to appear, 
profound. Each of them selected one of these in 
preference, which became as it were his device and 
the standard of his conduct '' TToo much of 
nothing/' said one ; ^' Know thyself/' said another:* 
This conciseness and acourajcy, which the Spar* 
tans have retained in their style, was common in 
the answera formwly givea by the sages to the 
frequent questions of kings and individuals. United 
by a friendship never diminished by their celebrity, 
they sometimes assembled at the same place, to com- 
municate their observations, and to consult together 
for the interests of mankind:.^ 

In these august assemblies appeared Thalesof 
Miletus, who was at that time laying the founda- 
tion of a more general, but perhaps less usefiil, 
philosophy ; Pittacus of Mitylene, Bias of Priene, 

^ Plot in Solon, p, 79. * Plat, in Protag. i. i. p. 343. 
^ Pint in Solon, p. 80. Laert. in Thai. lib. 1. § 40. 
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Cleobulus of Lindus, Myson of Chena^ Chile of 
Lacedsemon^ and Solon of Athens^ the most illus- 
trious of them all.* Nor will the ties of consan- 
guinity^ or the memory of the place that gave me 
births permit me to forget Anacharsis^ whom their 
celebrity brought from the most distant part of 
Scythia^ and whom Greece^ jealous as she is of the 
merit of foreigners^ sometimes places in the number 
of the sages she reveres.^ 

To the information which Sol6n derived from 
bis intercourse with these great men^ he had united 
distinguished talents. He was bom with a genius 
for poetry, which he cultivated to his extreme old 
age, with ^qual ease alid simplicity. His eariy 
essays were only works of recreation. In his other 
writings, we find h3m[ins in honour of the gods, 
various allusions intended to justify his legislation, 
counsels, or reproaches addressed to the Athe- 
niatis ;* almost every where a pure morality, and 
beauties disclosing genius. In the latter years of 
his life, having obtained an intimate acquaintance 
with the traditions of the Egyptians, he had under- 
taken to describe, in a poem, the revolutions which 
have happened on our globe, and the wars of the 
Athenians with the inhabitants of the island of 
Atlantis, situate beyond the pillars of Hercules, 
and since swallowed up by the ocean. '^ If, free 

« Plat, in Protag. t. ii. p. 343. Plut. in Solon, p. 80. 
' Hennip. ap. Laert. lib. 1. $ 41. « Plut. in Solon, p. 80. 

Laert in Solon. $ 47. ^ Plat, in Grit. t. iii. p. 113. 
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from every other care^ he had^ in a less advanced 
age^ treated a subject so adapted to display the 
vigour of his imagination^ he might perhaps have 
participated in the glory of Homer and of Hesiod.' 

He may be reproached with not having shown 
a sufficient enmity to riches^ though he was not 
anxious to acquire them; with having sometimes 
expressed himself concerning pleasure in a manner 
not the most worthy of a philosopher ;*" and of not 
observing in his conduct that austerity of manners 
which becomes the reformer of a nation. It should 
seem as if his mild and easy character only destined 
him to lead a peaceful life in the bosom of the arts 
and innocent enjoyments. 

Yet we must allow^ that on certain occasions 
he proved himself neither deficient in vigour nor in 
constancy. He it was who engaged the Athenians 
to recover the isle of Salamis^ in defiance of the 
rigorous injunction they had laid on their orators 
not even to propose its conquest : ' and his superior 
courage seemed more especially distinguished in 
the firsf act of authority which he exercised when 
at the head of the republic. 

The poor^ determined to risk every thing to 
escape from oppression^ loudly demanded a new 
partition of the lands^ preceded by an abolition of 
debts. The rich opposed vrith the same ardour 
claims which would have confounded them with 

* Plat in Tim. t. lii. p. 21. ^ Plut in Solon, p, 79. ' Id. 
ibid. p. 82. 
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the multitude, and, according to them, must inevi* 
tably have overturned the state. In this extremity 
Sokm abolished the debts of individuals, annulled ail 
the acts which fettered the liberty of the citizens, but 
refused to make an equal distribution of the lands." 
Both rich and poor thought that aH vras lost, 
because they had not obtained all ; but when the 
former found themselves still peaceable possessors 
of the estates they had inherited from their ances* 
Untb, or which they had themselves acquired ; when 
the lifter, for ever released from the dread of 
slavery, saw their little patrimonies freed from every 
species of servitude ; when industry, in fine, was 
seen to flourish, confidence to be re-estaUished, and 
a number of unfortunate citizens, whom the severity 
of creditors had driven from their country, were 
encouraged to return ; the general murmurs gave 
place to sentiments of gratitude ; and the people, 
admiring the wisdom of their legislator, added new 
powers to those with which they already had in- 
vested him. 

He availed himself of these to revise the laws 
of Draco, the abolition of which was demanded by 
the Athenians. Those respecting murder were 
preserved unrepealed,* and they are still enforced 
by the tribunals, where the name of Draco is 
never pronounced but with the veneration due to 
the baiefactors of mankind."" 

" Plut. in Solon, p. 87. ° Id. ibid. "* Demoflth. in 

Timocr. p. 805. ^schin. in Timocr. 

4 
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Elmboldened by success^ Solon completed the 
work of his legislation. He 6rst regulated the form 
of government^ and next enacted laws to secure the 
tranquillity of the citizen. His principle was in 
the first part of his plan to establish that equality 
which alone ought to subsist between the different 
orders of the state in a republic ;■" and in the 
second he was guided by the maxim^ that the best 
goYernment is that in which is found a wise distri- 
bution of rewards and punishments. "^ 

Solon^ preferring the popular form of govern- 
ment to every other/ bestowed his first attention on 
three essential objects ; the assembly of the nation, 
the choice of magistrates, and the tribunals of 
justice. 

It was determined that the supreme power riiould 
reside in the assemblies, at which every citizen 
should have a right to be present/ and in which al 
ordin^mces respecting peace, war, alliances, Iaws> 
imposts, and all the great interests of the state should 
originate." 

But what will become of those interests in the 
hands of a giddy and ignorant multitude, who 
forget how they should vote during the delibera- 
tion, and what vote tiiey have given when the 
deKberation is dosed?* To direct them in their 

p SoloD. ap. Plut, ibid. p. 88. *» Cicer. Epist. 15. ad 

Bnitum. t. ix. ' Plut. ia Solon, p. 38. * Arist de 

Rhet. ad. Alex, c 3. t ii. p. 612. ' Demosth. de Fals. LegkU 
p. 314. 
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decisions^ Solon instituted a senate composed of 
four hundred persons^ chosen from the four tribes 
comprising at that time all the citizens of Attica/ 
These four hundred persons might be considered 
as the deputies and representatives of the state. It 
was ordained that all aflGadrs on which the people 
were finally to pronounce should be first proposed 
to them^ and that, after examining and discussing 
these propositions at their leisure, they should 
themselves make a report to the general assembly ; 
and hence the fundamental law^ that every decision 
of the people should be preceded by a decree of 
the senate.' 

Since all the citizens have the right of being 
present at the assembly, they must possess that of 
^ving their sufirages. But there would be reason 
to fear, that, after the report of the senate, inexpe- 
rienced men might suddenly take possession of the 
rostrum, and mislead the multitude. The first 
impressions they are to receive, therefore^ must be 
previously prepared; and hence it was regulated^ 
that the first suffrages should be given by men who 
had passed the fiftieth year of their age.^ 

In certain republics a set of men arose who 
devoted themselves to the profession of haranguing ; 
and experience had shown that their voices had 
frequently more weight in popular assemblies than 

" Plut. in Solon, p. 88. ' Demosth. in Leptin. p. 541. Id. 
in Androt p. 690. Liban. in Androt p. 696. PUit. ibid. Har- 
pocraU in HpojivX. ^ .^Ischin. in Timarch. p. 264. 
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4h6 power of the laws.* It was necessary to guard 
against their eloquence ; and integrity of character 
was deemed a sufficient security against abuses in 
the exercise of their talents. It was ordained^ that 
no orator should be permitted to intermeddle in 
public affairs^ until his moral conduct had under- 
gone a careful scrutiny^ and every citizen was 
allowed to proceed judicially against the orator 
who should have found the secret of concealing the 
irregularity of his manners from the severity of this 
inquiry.* 

After providing for the mode in which the 
supreme power was to make known its will^ magis- 
trates must be chosen to carry that will into exe- 
cution. In whom resides the power of conferring 
the offices of magistracy ? On what persons ; how ; 
and for what time ; with what restrictions^ must 
they be conferred ? On all these points the insti- 
tutions of Solon appear conformable to the true 
spirit of a wise democracy. 

The functions of the magistracy^ in this govern- 
ment^ are so important^ that the nomination to 
offices can only be vested in the sovereign power. 
Did not the people possess^ as far as practicable^ 
the right of disposing of them^ and of keeping a 
vigilant eye over the manner in which they are 
exercised, they would be enslaved, and conse- 



■ Plat, in Conv. t. ii. p. 154. ' * iEschin. ibid. Harpocr. et 
Suid. in 'Pi^rop. ypa^. 
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quently become enemies of the state.* Solon left, 
therefore, to the general assembly the povf^r of 
choosing the magistrates, and that of requiring from 
them an account of their administration ."" ^ 

In most of the Grecian democracies, every 
citizen, even the poorest, may aspire to the magi- 
stracy.^ But Solon thought it more prudent to 
leave this privilege in the hands of the rich, who 
had hitherto possessed it/ He distributed the 
citizens of Attica into four classes. They were 
enrolled in the first, second^ and third of these 
classes, accordingly as they received from their 
respective patrimonies, five, three, or two hundred 
measures of com or oil. The other citizens, for 
the most part poor and ignorant, were comprised 
in the fourth, and removed from all political em* 
ployments.^ Had they possessed the hope of atr 
taining these offices, they would have been less 
respectable in their eyes ; had they in fiEict attained 
them, what could have been expected from such 
magistrates?^ 

It is essential to a democracy, that the offices 
of the magistracy should be granted only for a 
time, and that those at least which require only a 
certain degree of capacity, should be left to the 



* Arist. de Rep. lib. 2. c. 12. t. ii. p. 336. ' Id. ibid. lib. 3. 
c. 11. p. 360; lib. 6. c. 4. p. 416. * Id. ibid. lib. 5. c. 8. 

p. a09; lib. 6. o. % p. 414. « Id. ibid. Ub. d. c. 12. p. 336. 
' Plat in Solon, p. 88. « Arist de Rep. lib. 3. c. 11. p. 350. 
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disposal of fortune.'' Solon ordered, therefore, that 
all offices should be annual; that the principal 
dignities should, as heretofore, be conferred by the 
election of the people,' and that the others should 
be determined by lot.'' 

In fine, the nine chief magistrates presiding, in 
quality of archons, in the tribunals before which the 
causes of individuals were tried, it was to be feared 
lest their power might give them too much in- 
fluence over the multitude. Solon therefore pro- 
vided, that appeals might lie from their sentence 
to the superior courts J 

It now remained to fill these courts of justice. 
We have seen that the last and most numerous 
class of citizens were excluded from any share in 
the magistracy. Such an exclusion, always humi- 
liating in a popular state, would have been infinitely 
dangerous," if the citizens who laboured under this 
incapacity had not received some indemnification, 
and if they had seen the discussion of their interests 
and rights exclusively possessed by the rich. - Solon 
ordained that all, without distinction, might become 
candidates to fill the place of judges, and that 
chance should be the arbiter between them." 

To render durable these regulations, essentia! 
to the establishment of a kind of equilibrium be- 

^ Arist. de Rep. lib. 6. c. 2. p. 414. ' Id. ibid. lib. 3. c. 12. 
^ .^chin. ia Tim. p. 63. ' Plut. in Solon, p. 83. "" Arist 
de Rep. lib. 3. c. 11. t. ii. p. 350. " Id. ibid. lib. 2. c. 12. 
p. 336. Demosth. in Aristog. p. 832. 

VOL. I. R 
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tween the different classes of citizens, it was neces- 
sary to confide their conservation to a body of men, 
whose places should be for life, who should have 
no part in the administration, and who might im- 
press on the minds of the people a profound 
respect for their wisdom. Athens possessed in the 
Areopagus a tribunal which attracted the confi- 
dence and love of the people, by its knowledge and 
integrity.** Solon having entrusted tp its vigilance 
the maintenance of the laws and of morals, esta- 
blished it as a superior power, whose duty it was 
incessantly to recal the people to the principles of 
the constitution, and individuals to the rules of 
duty and decorum. Still more to increase the 
public veneration for this tribunal, and to render it 
thoroughly acquainted with the interests of the re- 
public, he enacted that the archons, on going out 
of office, should, after a severe examination, be en* 
rolled in the number of senators. 

Thus did the senate of the Areopagus, and that 
of the four hundred, become two counterpoises suf- 
ficientiy powerful to secure the republic against the 
storms from which all states are iucessantiy in 
danger;' the former, by repressing the enterprises 
of the rich by its general censure; an4 the latter, 
by restraining^ by its decrees and its preseuce, the 
excesses of the multitude. 

New laws were enacted in support of these 
regulatiojis. The constitution might be attacked 

*» Meurs. Areop. c. 4. p PUit. in Solon, t. i. p. 88. 
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either by the general factions which had so long 
agitated the different orders of the state^ or by the 
ambition and intrigues of some individuals. 

To guard against these dangers^ Sdion denoun- 
ced punishments against those citizens^ who^ in time 
of public commotion^ refused openly to declare for 
one of the parties.'' His view^ in this admirable 
institution^ was to rouse men oi merit and integrity 
frofi a state of &tal inactivity^ to oppose them to 
the fiictioiis^ and save the republic by the courage 
and ascendency of virtue. 

By a second law^ every citizen convicted <^ 
having attempted to make himself master of the 
sovereign auUiority was condeipned to de^.' 

Lastly^ in the case of an attempt to erect an- 
other governqient on the ruins of the popular form^ 
this wise legislator could imagine but one method 
to rdr animate U^ nation^ and that was by obliging 
the magistrates to resign their employments; and 
^eace this stem and menacing decree : it qhaM be 
lawful for «very citizen^ not only to put to death a 
tyvmi and his luxomplices^ but any magistntte who 
shall continu/s to exercise his functions after 4lie 
dicstnietian of the democracy.' 

Such is the epitome of the repubUc of Solon. 
I shall now take a cursory view of his civil and 
criminal laws with the same rapidity, i have al- 



^ Plut in Solon, t. i. p. 89. AuL Gel. lib. % cap. 1«. ' Plut. 
in Solon, t. i. p. 110. ' Andoc. de Myster. p. 13. 
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ready said that those of Draco respecting murder 
were retained without the smallest alteration . Solon 
abolished all the others, or rather contented himself 
with mitigating their rigour/ new modelling them 
with his own, and adapting them to the genius of 
the Athenians. 

His object in all was the general welfare of the 
republic, rather than the benefit of individuals.'' 
Thus, according to his principles, which were per- 
fectly conformable to those of the most enlightened 
philosophers, the citizen is to be considered, 1. in 
his person as forming part of the state ;' 3. in the 
greater part of the obligations he contracts, as ap- 
pertaining to a family, which itself appertains to the 
state ;^ and, 3. in his conduct, as the member of a 
society, whose morals constitute the power of that 
state. 

I. Under the first of these aspects, a citizen 
may demand satisfactory reparation for an outrage 
on his person. But if he be in extreme indigence, 
how may he be able to deposit the sum required to 
be advanced by the accuser? He is exempted 
from it by the laws." But if bom in an obscure 
condition, who shall secure him against the attacks 
of the rich and powerful man i All the true friends 



' Lys. ap. Laert. in Solon. § 55. " Demosth. in An- 

drot. p. 703. * ArisU de Rep, lib. 8. c. 1. p. 460, 

y Plat, de Leg. lib. 11, p. 9^3. * Iboct. in Loch. t. ii. 

p. 647. 
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of the democracy^ all those whom probity^ interest^ 
jealousy^ or revenge, have made the enemies of the 
aggressor; all are authorized to. prosecute by this 
admirable law : '' If any one shall insult a child, a 
woman, a freeman, or a slave, let it be lawful for 
any Athenian to prosecute him/'" The accusation 
will thus become public, and an offence committed 
against the lowest citizen be punished as a crime 
against the state ; and this is founded on the fol- 
lowing principle : Force is the lot of some, law the 
support of all.^ This again is founded on the 
maxim of Solon : That there would be no acts of 
injustice in a city, were all the citizens to consider 
themselves as directly attacked as those who suffer 
the injury.* 

The liberty of the citizen is so precious, that its 
exercise is to be suspended by the laws alone ; that 
he cannot himself engage it for debt, or on any pretext 
whatever,* nor has he the right of disposing of that 
of his sons. The legislator allows him to sell his 
daughter or sister ; but in the single instance, of 
witnessing their dishonour,* when charged with the 
superintendence of their conduct.* 

When an Athenian is guilty of self-murder, he 
is culpable towards the state, which he deprives of 

* Demosth. in Mid. p. 610. Isocr. in Loch. p. 548. Plut in 
Solon, p. 88. •» Demosth. in Mid. p. 610. « Plut, in So- 
lon, p. 88. Stob. serm. 41. p. 247 et 268. * Id. ibid. p. 
86. * See note III. at the end of the volume. • Plut. in 

Solon, p. 91. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



228 INTRODUCTION. 

d citizen/ His hand is sepalrttely interred a& a 
stigma on his menlory.*^ But should he be the 
murdeter of his father^ what punishment shall the 
kws prescribe? They are silent concetning this 
atrocious crime. To inspire more horror for it, 
Solcm has supposed such a degeneracy of nature 
absolutely impossible.^ 

The liberty of a citizen would bfe imperfect> 
cbuld his honour be attacked with impunity. Hence 
the penalties denounced against calumniators, and 
the permission to prosecute them ;* hence, too, the 
prohibition against sullying the memory of a man 
who is no more.^ Independent of the sage policy 
there is in not perpetuatihg the hatreds betweeii 
families, it is unjust that a man after death should 
be exposed to insults he would have repelled during 
his lifie-tiiiie. 

A citizen is not the master of his honour^ since 
he is not of his life. Hence those laws, which, in 
various circumstancds, deprive the man who forfeits 
his honour of the privileges appertaining to the 
citizen. 

In other countries, the citizens of the longer 
dasses are so dismayfed at the obscurity of their 
condition, the influence of their adversaries, the 
prolixity of legal procedures, and the dangers to 

' Arist de Mor. lib. 5. c. iL t. ii. p. 73. » Msch. in Cte- 

siph. p. 467. Pet. in Leg. Att. p. 522. *• Cicer. in Rose. 

c 25. t. iv. p. 72. Laert. in Solon. § 59. * Pet Leg. Attic. 
p. 535. " Plut. in Solon, p. 89. 
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which they may be exposed by them, that they 
often find it better for them to endure, than to en- 
deavour to defend themselves against oppression. 
The laws of Solon present several remedies against 
violence or injustice. Is the matter in question a 
robbery, for instance;' you may yourself drag the 
criminal Before the eleven magistrates appointed 
for the guard of the prisons. They will put him in 
irons, and then bring him before the tribunal, 
which will condemn you to a penalty if the crime 
be not proved. Are you not strong enough to seize 
the criminal ; apply to the archons, who will have 
him dragged to prison by their lictors. Would you 
adopt another method ; accuse him publicly. Are 
you afraid of not being able satisfactorily to support 
this accusation, and of being sentenced to pay the 
penalty of one thousand drachmas ; lodge an infor- 
mation before the tribunal of the arbiters; the 
cause will be converted into a civil action, and you 
will incur no risk. Thus has Solon multiplied the 
powers of each individual, and there is no species 
of oppression or injury over which it is not easy to 
triumph. 

The greater part of the crimes which attack the 
security of the citizen may be prosecuted by a pub- 
lic or private accusation. In the former case, the 
offended person considers himself only as a simple 
individual, and confines his demands to a reparation 

' Demost. in Androt p. 703. 
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proportionate to his particular injuries : in the latter^ 
he presents himself in the quality of a citizen^ and 
the crime becomes more serious. Solon has facili- 
tated public accusations^ because they are more 
necessary in a democracy than under any other form 
of government ° But for this formidable check, 
the general liberty would be perpetually endangered 
by the liberty of each individual. 

II. Let us now see what are the duties of the 
citizen, in the generality of the obligations he con- 
tracts. 

In a well regulated republic the number of 
inhabitants should neither be too great nor too 
inconsiderable." Experience has shown that the 
number of men able to bear arms ou^ht neither 
greatly to surpass, nor fall much short of, twenty 
thousand."" 

To preserve this just proportion, Solon, among 
other means, does not permit strangers to be natu- 
ralized but on conditions difficult to be compUed 
with :P on the other hand, to prevent the extinction 
of families, he directs that their chiefs should be re- 
presented after their death by legitimate or adopted 
children ; and in the case of an individual dying with- 
out issue, he ordains that one of his natural heirs 

"^ Machiavel. Discors. sopra la prima Decad. di Li v. lib. 1. 
cap. 7 et 8. " Plat, de Rep. lib. 4. t. ii. p. 423. Arist de 
Rep. lib. 7. cap. 4. p. 430. « Plat, in Crit t. iii. p. 112. 
Demosth. in Aristog. p. 836. Plut. in Pericl. t. i. p. 172. Phi- 
loch, ap. Schol. Pind. Oiymp. 9. y. 67. Schol. Aristopb. in 
Vesp. V. 716. P Plut in Solon, p. 91. 
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shall be juridically substituted for the deceased citi- 
zen^ assume his name^ and perpetuate his family ."> 

The magistrate^ whose office it is to prevent 
families from remaining without heads^ is likewise 
to extend his care and the protection of the laws to 
orphans ; to women who declare their pregnancy 
after the death of their husbands ; and to girls who^ 
having no brothers^ are entitled to claim the inheri- 
tance of their ancestors/ 

Doeis a citizen adopt a child ; the latter may one 
day return to his paternal house ; but he must leave 
in the family that adopted him^ a son to accomplish 
the views of his original adoption ; and this son^ in 
his turn^ may quit this family^ after leaving a natural 
or adopted son as his substitute.' 

These precautions were not alone sufficient. 
The chain of generations might be interrupted by 
divisions and animosities between the husband and 
wife. Divorces shall be permitted, but on con- 
ditions which shall restrain their frequency.* If it 
be the husband who demands the separation, he is 
bound to restore to his wife her dowry, or at least 
to pay her an alimentary pension settled by law :* if 
it be the wife, she must herself appear before the 
judges, and present her request.' 

It is essential in a democracy, not only that 

*i Demosth. in Leoch. p. 1047. ' Id. in Macart. p. 1040. 
• Id. in Leoch. p. 1045. ' Pet in Leg, Attic, p. 459. " De- 
mosth. in Neasr. p. 869. ' Andocid. in Alcib. p. 30. Plut. 
inAlcib. t. i. p. 195. 
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families should be preserved^ but that estates should 
not be in the hands of a small number of indivi^ 
duals/ When they are distributed in a certain 
proportion, the people possessed of a few trifling 
parcels of land, are more occupied with them than 
with the dissensions of the forum. Hence the pro- 
^hibitions of some legislators against selling the 
family possessions, except in cases of extreme ne- 
cessity/ or of mortgaging them to procure resources 
against Want.* The violation of this principle has 
sometimes been sufficient to overthrow the consti'^ 
tution/ 

Of this principle Solon never has lost sight: 
he has prescribed limits to the acquisitions which 
may be made by individuals / and he has deprived 
that citizen of part of his rights who has foolishly 
wasted the inheritance of his fathers.** 

An Athenian who has children can only dispose 
of his property in their favour ; if he has none, and 
dies intestate, the succession descends in a right line 
to those who are nearest of kin;® if he leaves an only 
daughter heiress of his fortune, it is the duty of the 
nearest relation to espouse her;' but he must de- 
mand her in form of law, that no person may after- 
wards dispute with him the possession. These 

y Arist. de Rep. lib. 4. cap. 11. t. ii. p. 375. » Id. ibid, 
lib. % oap> 7. fu ^2,?. * Id. ibid. lib. 6. cap. 4. p. 417. " Id. 
ibid* lib. 5. cap. 3.,^. 388. ^ Id. ibid. lib. % cap. 7. p. 338. 
* Laert. in Solon. § 55. ^ Demostb. in Macart. p. 1035« 
^Pet. liCg. An. p. 441. 
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rig^hts of the next of kin are so clearly recognised, 
that should one of his female relations, previously 
married to an Athenian, succeed to the estate of 
her father dead without male issue, he is entitled 
to annul the marriage, and compel her to espouse 
him.« 

But if this husband be not in a condition to 
have children, he Vf^ill transgress the kw which 
watches over the perpetuating of families, and of- 
fend against that which preserves their property. 
To punish him for this double infraction, Solon 
petinits the wife to bestow herself on the nearest 
relation of the husband.^ 

It is with the same view that ati orphan^ the 
ooly or the eldest daughter of her father, tnay, if 
she have no fortune, oblige her nearest relation to 
marry or provide her with a dowef : if he refuses^ 
the orphan will compel him, under penalty of il 
fine of one thousand drachmas.' It is from the 
cimsequences of these principles, likewise, that the 
natural heir is on the one hand incapable of beiuj^ 
guardian, and the guardian of espousing the mother 
of his wards ;^ and that, on the other hand, a bro*- 
ther may marry his half sister by the fatherj but not 
his uterine sister.' And in fact it might be appre^- 

f Pet. Legi Att. p. 444. Herald. ADitnad. io Salmas^ lib* 3> 
cap. 15. '^Pliit. ia Solon, "p. 89. *Demo8th. in Macart. 
p. 1036. ^ Laert. in Solon* § 56. *<Jprnel. Nep. in Praef. 
Id» io Cim. Plut. in Themistocl. p. 128; in Cimon. p. 480; 
Pet. Leg. Att. p. 440. 
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hended that an interested guardian^ or an unnatural 
mother, would turn to their advantage the property 
of their wards ; there would be ground to fear lest 
a brother, by leaguing with his uterine sister, should 
accumulate in his own person both the inheritance 
of his father and that of the first husband of his 
mother." 

All the. regulations of Solon respecting succes- 
sions, testaments, and donations, are dictated by 
the same spirit. We must not however overlook 
that which allows a citizen dying without children, 
to dispose of his property at pleasure. Some phi- 
losophers have exclaimed, and many perhaps will 
still exclaim, against a law which appears so con- 
trary to the principles of the legislator." Others 
justify him both by the restrictions with which he 
has clogged the law, and by the object which he 
had in view : for he requires that the testp.^or shall 
neither be enfeebled by age or sickness : that be 
shall not have yielded to the seductions of a wife ; 
that he shall not be in bonds, nor have given any 
symptoms of alienation of mind."" With all these 
precautions, what reason can there be to fear that 
he should choose an heir from any other family, if 
he has no cause to complain of his own ? It was 
with a view therefore of exciting respect and at- 
tention among relations,^ that Solon granted the 

■Esprit des Lois, liv. 6. c. 5. "Plat, de Leg. lib. 11. 

p. 922. Esprit des Lois, liv. 5. c. 5. "" Demosth. in Steph. 
2. p. 984. ^ Demosth, in Lept p. 556. 
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citizens a permission they had never before pos- 
sessed^ which they received with applause/ and is 
not naturally liable to abuse. It must be added^ 
that an Athenian who made a stranger his heir, at 
the same time adopted him/ 

The Egyptians have a law, by which each in- 
dividual must give an account of his fortune, and 
the means by which he procures a maintenance/ 
This law is still more useful in a democracy, where 
the people should be neither unemployed, nor gain 
their livelihood by illicit means / and still more is 
it necessary in a country where the sterility of the 
soil can only be compensated by labour and in- 
dustry.* 

Hence the regulations by which Solon stigma- 
tizes idleness with infamy,' and directs the Areo- 
pagus to inquire into the mode by which individuals 
pro^de for their subsistence ; allows them to exer- 
cise all the mechanic arts, and deprives the man 
who neglects to educate his son to some profession, 
of the aid he should expect from him in his old 
age.y 

III. It only remains to mention a few of his 
regulations which more particularly relate to the 
morals of the people. 

^ Plut. in Solon, p. 90. ' Pet. Leg. Att. p. 479. • Herod, 
lib. % c. 177. Diod. Sic. lib. 1. p. 70. ^ ArisU de Rep. lib. 
6. c. 4. Esprit, des Lois, liv. 5. c. 6. * Plut in Soloo. p. 90. 
' Laert. in Solon. § 65. Poll. lib. 8. c. 6. et c. 42. Demosth. 
in Enbul. p. 887. ' Plut. in Solon, p. 90. 
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Solon^ after the example of Draco^ enacted a 
number of laws respecting the duties of the citizens^ 
and especially the education of youth.' In them 
he has foreseen and provided for ^very thing, both 
the precise age at which children should receive 
public lessons, and the charp.cters and talents of the 
masters who are to instruct thepn^ the pr^^ceptors 
who are to attend th^m, find the hpurs of opening 
]^pd shutting the schools ; and as these places should 
admit nothing that may taint inpocence,— rLet every 
man, ^dds he, be punished with death, who shall 
dare to introduce himself without necessity into the 
sanctuary where the children ar^ aasembled^ 1^4 let 
one of the courts of justice superintend the observ- 
ance of these regulations.* 

At the expiration of infancy, they shall be re- 
moved to th^ gympasium. There the lawjs sh^U 
still wfttch over them, to preserve the purity of their 
manners, to giif^rd them against th? cpQt£(gioi) of 
e;i:amp)Q, and the dangers of js^du^tion. 

{n the various periods qi tbmr liyes^ new pas- 
sions will succeed rapidly in their hearts. The le- 
gislator h^^ mulliplied menaic^s c^i^d punishments ; 
be a^sigas r^ompe^ces to virtue, and dishqnour to 
vice.* 

Thus, the children of those who shall die fight- 
ing for their country are to be educated at the 
public expence';® and crowns are to be splemnly 

» -fisAin. in Tim. p. 261 . 'Id. ibid. •» Demosth. iu 

Leptin. p. 564. ^ Laert. in Solon. $ 55. 
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decreed to those who have rendered services to the 
state. 

On the other hand^ the citizen vvho has become 
notorious for depravity of manners^ whatever be his 
condition^ or whatever talents he possesses, shall 
be excluded from the priesthood,, the maf^istracy, 
the senate^ and general assembly ; he shall neither 
be allowed to 9peak in public^ nor undertake aa 
embassy, nor have a seat in the tribunals of justice; 
and should he exercise any of those functions^ be 
shall be criminally prosecuted, and suffer the rigor- 
pus punishments prescribed by the lawa.** 

Cowardice, und^r whatever form it appears^ 
whether by refusing military service, or by betray- 
ing it by some unworthy action, c^tnnot be palliated 
by the rank of the oflFender, nor under any pretext : 
it shall be punished not only by general contempt, 
but by a public accusation^ which ynM te^ch the 
citizen still more to dr^ad the disgrace inflicted by 
the law than the sword of the en^my .* 

The laws have prohibited every kipd of studied 
refinement and ddicacy among the men,' and rei 
strain the women> who have mmh influence on man^ 
ners, within the bounds of modesty.'^ They also 
ob)i^ a son tP maiaiboJin bis parents in their old 
age.^ But children born of a courtesan are ex^ 
emptied from this obligation towards their fathary 

«*iE!schiD. in Tim. p. 263. '"iEschin. in Ctesiph. p. 456. 
' Atken. lib. 15. p. 687. « Piut. in Solon, p. 90. '■Laert 
in Solon. $ 55. 
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since they, in fact, owe to him nothing but the op- 
prohrium of their birth.* 

To maintain these manners there must be ex- 
amples : and these examples must proceed from 
those who are at the head of the government. The 
greater the height from which they descend, the 
more deep and lasting is their impression. The 
corruption of the meaner citizens is easily repressed, 
and extends its progress only in obscurity ; for cor- 
ruption never ascends from the lower classes to the 
higher : but when it is daring enough to take pos- 
session of the seat of power, it precipitates itself 
from thence with more force than the laws them- 
selves can exert: it has accordingly been confi- 
dently asserted, that the manners of a nation depend 
solely on those of the sovereign.^ 

Solon was persuaded that no less decency and 
sanctity were necessary in the administration of a 
democracy than in the ministry of the altars. Hence 
those examinations, those oaths, those accounts of 
their conduct, which he exacts from persons who 
either are, or have been, invested with power; 
hence his maxim, that justice should be slowly 
exercised on the faults of individuals, but at the 
very instant on men in office ;' hence that terrible 
law, which condemns to death the archon, who, after 
losing his reason in the pleasures of the table, 

*Plut. in Solon, p. go. ^bocr. ad Nicocl. t. i- p. 168. 
* Demosth. in Aristog. p. 846. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



INTRODUCTION. 299 

should dare to appear in public with the ensigns of 
his dignity." 

In fine^ if we consider that the censure of morals 
was intrusted to a tribunal^ the austerity of whose 
conduct constituted the severest of censures^ we 
shall readily conceive that Solon considered the 
preservation of morals as the firmest support of his 
legislation. 

Such was the general system of Solon. His 
civil and criminal laws have always been regarded 
as oracles by the Athenians^ and as models by other 
nations. Several of the Grecian states have con- 
sidered it as a duty to adopt them;" and from the 
farthest part of Italy the Romans^ wearied vrith 
their divisions^ have called them in to their assist^ 
ance."" As circumstances may oblige a state to 
modify some of its laws, I shall speak elsewhere of 
the precautions taken by Solon to introduce the ne- 
cessary changes, and to avoid such as might prove 
dangerous. 

The form of government which he established 
differs essentially from that now in use at Athens. 
Must we attribute this prodigious change to defects 
inherent in the constitution itself? or is it to be as- 
cribed to events impossible to be foreseen? I shall 
venture, from information received in my inter- 
course vrith several edlightened Athenians, to hazard 

" Laert. in SoIod. § 57. Pet Leg. AtU p. 340. " De- 
mosth. in Tim. p. 806« * Liv* lib. 3. c. 31. Mem. de TAcad. 
t. xii. p. 42. 
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a few reflections on so important a subject. But 
this cursory discussion roust be preceded by the 
history of the revolutions which have happened in 
the state from the days of Solon to the invasion of 
the Persians. 

The laws of Solon were to continue in force 
only for a century. He had fixed this period, to 
prevent the Athenians firom murmuring^ at the pros- 
pect of an eternal yoke. After the senators, the 
archons, and the people, had sworn to maintain 
them, they were inscribed on the different faces of 
several tablets of wood, which at first were deposit- 
ed in the citadel. They reached from the ground 
to the roof of the edifice that contained thera;^ and> 
being easily turned round, successively presented 
the whole code of laws to the eyes of the spectators. 
They have since been removed to the prytaneum, 
and other places, where individuals are allowed firee 
access to consult these precious charters of their 
liberty.** 

When time had been given to consider and 
make trial of these laws, Solon was surrounded by 
a crowd of importunate citizens, who overwhelmed 
him with questions, advices, commendations or re- 
proaches. Some pressed him for an explanation of 
particular laws, capable, according to them, of differ- 
ent interpretations; others proposed a variety of 

P Etym. Magn. in A^tty. "* Plut. in Solon, p. 92. Aui. 
Gell. lib. 2. c. 12. Poll. Ub. 8. c. 10. N« 128. Menre. Lect. 
Alt. lib, 1. c. 22. Pet in Praef. Leg. Alt 
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things to be added, modified, or suppressed. Solon 
having exhausted his patience, and tried every con* 
ciliatory method in vain, was sensible that time 
alone could per&ct and give strength to his work; 
he therefore departed,., after requesting permissioa 
to absent himself for ten years,' and binding the 
Athenians by a solemn oath, not to make any alter- 
ation in his laws until his return.' 

. in Egypt he conversed with those priests who 
imagine they have in their possession the anjlols of 
the worid : and as he was oine day explaining to 
them the aveient traditwis of Greece, '^ Bel6n, 
Solmi," said one ' of these, priests, gravely^ ^' you 
Gredcs wre but very young; time has not yet made 
youv knovrtedge hoary." ^ In Crete he had the bo- 
Dclur to instruct the soveteiga of a little district ia 
the art of government, and to give his name toi a 
cky, to the happiness of which he had been instrui^ 
roentaL"^ ' * t 

. At hm return, he fodnd the^Atbeniana^r^ady to 
sink again into anarchy.'' The three parties, which 
bad so long rent the republic, seemed (o have sus^ 
pended their hatred during his legisbtionyoidy to 
exert k with more violence in; his absence. In one 
point alone were they onited; in d^ring^a letonge 
in the constitution, without any other motive, but ft 
secret restlessness, or any object but vague hopes. 
. Solon, bemg received with the oiost diatin- 

' Plut in Solon, p, 9^. " Herodot lib. !• c. 9i»l . ' Plut. 
in Crit u ill p« ^2. ' 9iut. in Sok>n. p. 93^ "^ Id; p. 94. 
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guished honours^ wished to avail himself of these 
favourable dispositions to calm dissentions that 
were too frequently reviving. At first he thought 
himself powerfully seconded by Pisistratus^ who 
was at the head of the popular faction^ and who^ 
apparently eager to maintain equality among the 
citizens^ declared himself an irreconcileable enemy 
to every innovation which might tend to its destruc- 
tion; but he soon discovered that this profound 
politician concealed the most inordinate ambition 
. under the mask of an affected modetation. 

Never did man unite more qualities Adapted to 
captivate the minds of the people than Pisistratus. 
He was of an illustrious birth/ and possessed of 
great wealth, acknowledged courage/ a command- 
ing figure/ a persuasive eloquence/ to which the 
musical tone of his voice lent new charms/ and a 
mind enriched with the talents bestowed by nature,, 
and the information procured by study.* No man 
was a greater master of his passions, or knew better 
how to turn to advantage those virtues he really 
possessed, and those of which he had only the ap- 
pearance.* His success has proved, that in pro- 
jects of slow execution, nothing can give a more 
decided superiority than mildness and flexibility of 
character. 



y Herodot lib. 5. c. 65. * Id. lib. 1. c. 59. • Athen. 
lib. 1«. c. 8. p. 533. " Plut in Solon, p. 95. Cicer. in Brat, 
c. 7. t. i. p. 342. « Plut. in Pericl. p. 155. * Cicer. de 
Oral. lib. 3. c. 34. t. i. p. 312. « Plut. in Solon, p. 95. 
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With such eminent advantages^ Pisistratus^ ac- 
cessible to the lowest citizens^ lavished on them 
those consolations and succours which dry up the 
source^ or palliate the bitterness^ of suffering/ 
Solon, attentive to his proceedings, penetrated his 
intentions ; but, whilst he was employed in devising 
means to guard against their consequences, Pisis- 
tratus appeared in the forum, covered with wounds 
which he had purposely inflicted on himself, im- 
ploring the protection of that people he had so 
frequently protected.*^ The assembly being imme- 
diately convoked, he accused the senate and the* 
chiefs of the other fisictions of attempting his life; 
and displaying his wounds still bleeding : ^^ Behold,'' 
exclaimed he, '^ the reward of my love for the de- 
mocracy, and of the zeal with which I have defended 
your rights!"*' 

At these words violent and menacing exclama- 
tions were heard on all sides. The principal citi- 
zens kept silence in astonishment, or took to flight. 
Solon, filled with indignation at their cowardice, 
and the infatuation of the multitude, in vain at- 
tempted to re-animate the courage of the former, 
and to dispel the frenzy of the latter:^ his voice, 
enfeebled by years, was easily overpowered by Uie 
clamours excited by pity, rage, and apprehension. 

' Plut. in Solon, p. 95. » Herodot. lib. 1. c. 59. ArisU 
de Rhet. lib. 1. <i. 2. t. ii. p. 518. Diod. Sicul. lib. 13. p. 215. 
Laert. in Solon, &c. *> Justin, lib. % c. 8. Polyaep. Strat, 
lib. 1. c 3. * Plut. in ^olon. p. 96. 
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The assembly conohded by voting Pisktratus a 
itrong guard for the defence of his persen. From 
this moment all his projects wcve acccHUpHshed : 4e 
presently employed this force to take possession of 
the citadel;^ and, ctfter disarming the multitude, 
seisied without opposition on the supreme ' au- 
thority,* 

Solon did not long survive the enslaving of Us 
country. He had opposed, las much as was in his 
power, the enterprises of Pisistratus. He was seen, 
^ilbarmsi*repttirtng to the forum, and endeavouring 
to excite the people to defend their liberties :* but 
Us exaihple and harangues no longer produced any 
effect » His friends, terrified at his courage, repre* 
sented to him that the tyrant was resolved on his 
destruction; ^' and what,^'. added they, ^^can in- 
spire you with such firmness?*' " My old age,'* 
replied he."" 

Pkdstratus was fisir from sullying his triumph by 
an act so atrocious and so odious. He entertaiired 
tile'highest veneration for Solon, and was convinced 
that the sanction of that legislator alone would in 
some tnedsure excuse his usurpation. He therefi>re 
courted him by distinguished marks of deference 
and respect. He asked his advice; and Solon, 
yielding to his seductive arts, while he imagined he 

^ Plut in Solon, p. 96. Polyaen. Strat, lib. 1. c 2. ♦ The 
year 560 before Christ. * Plut. in Solon, p. 96. Laert. in 
Solon. § 49. Val. Maxim, lib. 6. c. 3. N^ 3. " Plat. ibid. 
Cicer. de Senect c. 20. t. iii. p. 317, 
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only gave way to necessity^ was soon prevailed 
upon to assist him with his counsel;* flattering him- 
self, no doubts with the hope of inducing Pisistratus 
to maintain the laws^ and to make fewer encroach- 
ments on the established constitution. 

Thirty-three years elapsed between the revolu- 
tion and the death of Pisistratus^* but he continued 
at the head of affairs only seventeen years.** Over- 
powered by the superior strength of his adversaries^ 
and twice obliged to fly from Athens, he twice re- 
sumed his authority/ and had the consolation^ before 
he died^ of securing it to his family. 

During the whole of his government, his days, 
dedicated to the service of the public, were con- 
tinually distinguished either by new benefits or new 
virtues. 

His laws, by banishing idleness, encouraged 
agriculture and industry : he distributed over the 
country that multitude of obscure citizens, whom 
the heat of factions had drawn to the capital ;"> he 
revived the valour of the troops, by assigning to 
invalid soldiers a certain subsistence for the re- 
mainder of their lives/ In the country, in the 
forum, in his gardens, accessible to every person," 
he appeared like a father amidst his children ; ever 



■» Plat. ibid. ♦ The year 5^8 before Christ. » Justin, 
lib. % c. 8. Arist. de Rep. lib. 5. c. 12. t. ii. p. 411. ^ He- 
rodot. lib. 1. c. 64. Arist. ibid. * •» Dion. Chrysost. orat 7. 
p. 120 ; orat 25. p. 281. Hesych. et Suid. in Kartav. ' Plut 
in Solon, p. 96. ' Theoporop. ap. Athen. lib. 12. c 8. p. 533. 
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ready to listen to the complaints of the unfortunate^ 
making pecuniary allowances to some^ advances to 
others^ and offers to all/ 

With a view of gratifying his taste for magnifi* 
cence, at the same time that he complied with the 
necessity of giving employment to an untractable 
and idle people/ he embellished the city with tem- 
ples^ gymnasia, and fountains/ And as he did not 
dread the progress of knowledge, he published a 
new edition of the works of Homer, and founded a 
library, composed of the best authors then extant, 
for the use of the Athenians. 

Let us add here a few anecdotes, which more 
particularly evince the greatness of his mind.-^ 
Never had he the weakness to revenge insults 
which it was easy for him to punish. While his 
daughter was attending a religious ceremony, a 
young man, who was passionately in love with her, 
ran to embrace her, and some time after attempted 
to carry her off. Pisistratus, when advised by his 
family to take vengeance, replied : ^^ If we hate 
those who love us, what shall we do to those who 
hate us?'' and immediately chose this young man to 
be the husband of his daughter.' 

Some drunken persons publicly insulted his 
wife: the next day they came to him in tears to 



' ^liao. Var. Hist, lib. 9. c. 25. " Arist de Rep. lib. 5. 

c. 11. t. ii. p. 407. * Meure. in Pisistr. cap. 9. ^ Plut. 

Apophth. t. ii. p. 189. Polyaen. Strat lib. 5. cap. 14. Val, 
Max. lib. 5. c. 1, 
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solicit a pardon which they could scarcely dare to 
hope for. '' You are mistaken/' replied Pisistratus; 
'^ my wife did not stir out yesterday the whole 
day."' 

Some of bis adherents^ resolving to withdraw 
from their obedience to him^ retired to a strong hold. 
He instantly followed them^ with some slaves carry- 
ing his baggage; and when the conspirators in- 
quired of him his intention: '' You must either 
persuade me to remain with you/' said he, " or I 
must prevail on you to return with roe.''* 

These acts of moderation and clemency, fre- 
quently repeated during his life, and rendered m(»r# 
conspicuous by the wisdom of his government, in- 
sensibly mitigated the refractory spirit of the 
Athenians, and made many of them prefer so mild 
a servitude to their ancient and turbulent liberty.^ 

Yet it must be owned, that though in a mo- 
narchy Pisistratus would have been the model of 
the best of kings, in the republic of AUiens the citi- 
zens in general were more disposed to regard with 
abhorrence the crime of his usurpation, than to 
consider all the advantages derived from his govern^ 
ment to the state. 

After his death, his sons Hippias and Hippar- 
chus succeeded him, and, with less brilliant talents, 
governed with the same wisdom.* Hipparchus, in 



» Plat. Apophth. t. ii. p. 189. • Plut. ibid. " Herodot. 
lib. i. cap. 62. « Thucydid. lib. 6. cap. 64. 
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particular^ loved and patronized literature. Anaereon 
and Simonides^ invited to his courts met there with a 
most flattering reception; the former was loaded 
with honours^ and the latter with presents. He 
deserves also to participate with his father in the 
^ory of extending the &me of Homer/ He may 
be reproached^ as well as his brother^ with too freely 
abandoning himself to pleasures^ and with inspiring 
the Athenians with a taste for luxury.® Unhappily^ 
in the midst of these excesses^ he committed an act 
of injustice^ of which he was the first victim ! 

Two young Athenians^ Harmodius and Aristo- 
giton^ united in bonds of the tenderest friendship^ 
having received from this prince an affront which 
it was impossible to forget^ conspired his destruc- 
tion and that of his brother.' Some of their frtenids 
entered into this conspiracy^ and its execution was 
fixed for the solemnity of the Panathenssa: they 
hoped that the crowd of Athwians^ who^ during the 
ceremonies of this festival^ were permitted to bear 
arms^ would second their efforts, or at least protect 
them against the fury of the guards who attended 
the sons of Pisistratus. 

With this view, after covering their poniards 
with branches of myrtle, they repaired to the place 
where the princes were arranging a procession which 
they were to conduct to the temple of Minerva. 

^ Plut. in Hipparch. t. ii. p. 2^8. * Athen. lib. 12. c. 8. p. 
532. ^ Thucydid. lib. 6. c. 56. PluU in Hipparch. t ii. p. 229. 
Arist. de Rep. lib. 5. c. 10. t. ii. p. 406 ; et alii. 
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When they arrived^ they saw one of the conspi- 
rators in familiar conversation with Hippias^ and 
concluded themselves betrayed ; but resolving dearly 
to sell their lives, retired for a moment, and finding 
Hipparcfaus, plunged a dagger into his heiart * 
Harmodius instantly fell beneath the redoubled 
blows of the prince's guards. Aristogiton, seized 
ahho^t at ^the same install t, was put to the tortuTci; 
but far from naming his* accomplices, he accused 
the mo^t faithful partisans of Hippias, who ordered 
them to be dragged to instant punishment. '' Hast 
thou «tfll other wretches to discover?" ei^claimed 
the tyrant, transported with fiiry. '' There are none 
left but thee," Replied the Athenian : '' I die, and 
enjoy in de&th the satisfeictioti of having deprived 
thee of thy best friends.'* ^ 

¥tom that moment Hippias abandoned himself 
to the perpetration of every kind of injustice ;^ but 
the heavy yoke which he laid on (he Athenians was 
broken three years after, f Clisthenes, chief of the 
AlcmaeonidsB, a powerfill house 6f Athens, at 'aH 
times inimical to the family of Pisistratus, collected 
all the malecontents about his person ; and having 
obtamed the assistance of the Lacedemonians, by 
means of the Pythia of Delphi, whom he jiad gained 
over to his interest,' marched against Hippias, and 

* The year 514 before Christ » Polyaen. Strat. lib. J. cap. 
22. Senec. de M, lib. 2. cap. 23. Justin. lib. 2. c. 9. 
*• Thucyd. lib. 6. cap. 59. Arist. (Econ. lib. 2. t. ii. p. 502. 
Pausan. lib. 1. cap. 23. p. 53. + The year 510 before Christ. 
' Herodot. lib. 5. cap. 62 et 66. 
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forced him to abdicate the tyranny. That prince, 
after wandering for some time with his family, re- 
paired to the court of Darius, king of Persia, and 
was at last killed at the battle of Marathon.^ 

No sooner had the Athenians recovered their 
liberty, than they rendered the highest honours to 
the memory of Harmodius and Aristogiton. Statues 
were erected to them in the forum :* it was enacted 
that their names should be for ever celebrated at 
the festival of the Panathenaea," and should, on no 
pretext whatever, be g^ven to slaves.' The poets 
eternized their glory by poems and songs,^ still 
sung at banquets ;"* and very extensive privileges 
were granted in perpetuity to their descendants.^ 

Clisthenes, who had so greatly contributed to 
the expulsion of the PisistratidsB, had still to strug- 
gle for many years against a powerful faction ;"! but 
at length obtaining in the state the authority to 
which he was entitled by his great talents, he con- 
firmed the constitution established by Solon, which 
the Pisistratids had never attempted entirely to 
subvert. 



^ Herodot lib. 6. c. 107. Thucyd. lib. 6. c. 59. ' Arist. de 
Rhet. lib. 1. cap. 9. t ii. p. 533. Demosth. in Mid. p. 630. 
Plin. lib. 34. c. 8. p. 654. "» Demosth. de Fals. Leg. p. ^44. 
Phjiostr. in Vit ApoU. lib. 7. cap. 4. p. 283. " Aul. Gell. 
lib. 9. c. 2. * See note IV. at the end of the volume. 
« Aristoph. in Vesp. v. 1220. Id. in Acharn. v. 977. Schol. 
ibid. Athen. lib. 15. cap. 14. p. 692. p Isaeus de Hered. Di- 
cseog. p. 55. Demosth. in Leptin. p. 565. Dinarcb. in Demosth. 
p. 186. "^ Herodot. lib. 5. c. 66. 
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Never had these princes^ in fact^ assumed the 
' title of king, though they boasted themselves to be 
the descendants of the ancient sovereigns of Athens/ 
If Pisistratus levied the tenth of the produce of the 
lands/ it was the only tax he imposed, and this his 
sons reduced to a twentieth ; and all the three ap- 
peared to exact it less for their own maintenance, 
Uian for the necessities of the state.* They main- 
tained the laws of Solon as much by their example 
as by their authority. Pisistratus, accused of 
murder, appeared, like the lowest citizen, to take 
his trial before the Areopagus.* In a word, they 
preserved the essential parts of the ancient consti- 
tution ; the senate, the assemblies of the people, and 
the offices of magistracy, with which they were 
careful to invest themselves,* and whose preroga- 
tives they laboured to extend. It was as chief 
magistrates therefore, as perpetual chiefs of a de- 
mocratic state, that they acted, and acquired so 
much influence over the public deliberations.' The 
most absolute power was exercised under apparently 
legal forms, and the enslaved people had perpetually 
before their eyes the image of liberty : accordingly 
we see them, after the expulsion of the Pisistratidee, 
without opposition, and without a struggle, reassum- 
ing their rights, which had been suspended rather 

' LaSrt. in Solon. § 53. Reinec. Hist. Jul. t. i. p. 465. 
* Laert. ibid. Suid. in Sphacel. ' Thucyd. lib. 6. c. 54. 
" Arist. de Rep. lib. 5. c. \% p. 411. Plut. in Solon, p. 96. 
' Herodot lib. 1. c. 69. ^ Thucyd. lib. 6. c. 54. 
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than destroyed. The changes now made by Clis- 
thenes in the government did not entirely bring it 
back to its first principles^ as I shall presendy 
show. 

The recital of fisicts has conducted me to the 
times in which the Athenians signalized their valour 
against the Persians. But before I proceed to thia 
part of their history, I shall here give the reflections 
I have promised on the political system of Solon. 

We must not expect from Solon a legislation 
similar to that of Lycargiis. Fortune had placed 
the two legislators in very different circumstances. 

The Lacedaemonians occupied a country pron 
dudng every thing necessary for their wants.' The 
le^slator had only to confine them to it, to prevent 
foreign vices from corrupting the spirit and pwity 
of his institutions. Athens, situate near the sea, and 
surrounded by an ungrateful soil, was obliged conti- 
nually to interchange her produce, her industry, her 
ideas, and manners, with those of different nations. 

The reform of Lycurgus preceded that of Soloi^ 
by about two centuries and a half. The Spartans^ 
limited in their arts, their knowledge^ and even up 
their passions, were less advanced in good and^evil, 
than the Athenians were at the time of Solon. 
The latter, after having^ experienced all kinds of 
governments, were disgusted both with servitude 
and liberty, without being aUe to dispense with 

' Pluf. in 9olOD. t. i. p. 9a 
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either. Industrious^ enlightened^ vain^ and difficult 
to govern, all of them, even to the lowest indi- 
viduals, were accustomed to intrigue, ambition, and 
all the great passions that take birth in the frequent 
commotions of a state. They already possessed 
the vices to be found amongst formed nations. 
They were remarkable likewise for a restless ac- 
tivity, and a fickleness of mind, which we meet 
with in no other people. 

The house of Lycurgus had long inherited the 
throne of Lacedsmon. The two kings who then 
shared it commanding no respect, Lycurgus ap- 
peared in the eyes of the Spartans as the first and 
most eminent person in the state.* As he could 
rely on his own influence, and on that of his 
friends, he was less restrained by those considera- 
tions which throw a damp on genius, and circum- 
scribe the views of a legislator. Solon,, a private 
individual, invested with a transient authority, to 
be employed with prudence, if he wished to employ 
it to effect; surrounded by powerful factions, 
which he was obliged to manage,, in order to pre- 
serve their confidence; and forewarned by the receipt 
example of Draco, that modes of severity were not 
suited to the character of the Athenians, was 
unable to hazard great innovations, without occa- 
sioning still greater, ^ and again plunging the state 
into perhaps irreparaUe imsfortunes. 

* Plut. in Soloiu p* 87, 
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I do not speak of the personal qualities of the 
two legislators. Nothing reseiphles less the genius 
of Lycurgus than the talents of Solon^ nor the 
vigorous mind of the former^ than the mild and 
circumspect character of the latter. Nothing was 
common to them hoth, but the ardour with which 
they laboured, though by different means^ to pro- 
cure the happiness of nations. Should we suppose 
them to have changed places^ Solon would not 
have effected things so great and sublime as Lycur- 
gus; we may doubt whether Lycurgus would have 
performed such beautiful things as Solon. 

The latter was sensible of the difficulty of his 
undertaking; and when asked whether he had 
given the Athenians the best of all laws^ he an- 
swered. The best they were capable of bearing.* 
He thus pourtrayed with a single stroke the un- 
tractable character of the Athenians, and the fatal 
constraint under which he laboured. 

Solon was obliged to prefer the popular form of 
government, because the people, recdlecting that 
they had enjoyed it for several ages, would no 
longer submit to the tyranny of the rich ;* and be- 
cause a nation which applies itself to maritime af- 
fidrs, always inclines strongly towards a democracy.** 
In adopting this form, he so tempered it, as to 
give the idea of an oligarchy in the body of the 
Areopagites; of an aristocracy in the mode of 

^ Plut in Solon, p. 86. « Arist de Rep. lib. 3. c. U. p. 336. 
* Id. ibid. lib. 6. c. 7. p. 420. 
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delecting magistrates ; and of a pure democmcy in 
the liberty granted the lowest citizens to have a 
seat in the tribunals of justice/ 

This constitution^ which partook of the nature 
of mixed governments, was overthrown by the ex- 
cess of power in the people, as that of the Persians 
was by the excess of power in the prince/ 

Solon is reproached with having accelerated this 
corruption^ by the law which bestows indiscriminately 
on all the citizens the right of administering justice^ 
and by appointing them to that important function 
by way of lot.' The consequences of such a pri- 
vil^e were not at first perceived ;^ but, in the end> 
every one was obliged to conciliate or implore the 
protection of the people, who filling all the tribunals^ 
possessed the power of interpreting the laws, and 
disposing at their pleasure of the lives and fortunes 
of the citizens. 

In tracing out the sketch of the system of 
Solon, I have stated the motives that engaged him 
to enact the law complained of. I shall here add^ 
first, that it is not only adopted^ but of great utility 
in the best constituted democracies ; ^ and secondly^ 
that Solon never could presume that Uie people 
would abandon their labours for the mere pleasure 
of deciding the diiferences of individuals. If they 

* Arist de Rep. lib. 4. c. 12. t. ii. p. 336. ' Plat, de Leg. 
lib. 3. p. 693 et 699. ^ Arist de Rep. lib^ %, g. 13. t. ii. p. 

336. •» Plut in Solon, p. 88. * Arist. ibid. lib. 6* c. 4. 

t. ii. 

VOL. I. T 
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Imve since taken possession of the tribuiUBts^ and 
tteei^eby increased their authority^ the blame must 
fall on Pericles^ who, by assigning an emolument 
to Aiose who acted as judges,^ furnished the poorer 
citizens with a more easy method of subsistence. 

It is not in the laws of SoloA that we must 
search for the origin of those defects that have 
disfigured his work ; but in. a series* of innovations, 
for the most part unnecessary, and ^hteh it was as 
impossible to foresee as it would be at this day to 
justify. 

After the expalsion* of the^^ Pisistratidas, disr- 
tbenes, U>. gain the fevoui^ of the people, divided 
into ten tribes the original four, which had com- 
prised the inhabitants of Attica from the days of 
Gecrops- ; ' and fifty senators were annually elected 
by lot from each of them, by which means the 
number of these magistrates was increased to five 
hundred. 

These ten tribes had each their presidents, their 
officers of police, their tribunals, their assemblies, 
and separate interests, like so many little republics. 
To multiply these, and give them more activity, 
was to ^gage all the citizens, without distinction, 
to ititenmiddle in public affairs ; it Wd^ favouring 
the people, who, besides the right of naming their 
officers, had the greatest influence in each tribe. 

^ Arist. de Rep. lib. ^ c. 12. p. 336. > Herod, lib. 5. 

c. 66 et 99. Arist. de Rep. lib. 6. c. 4. p. 418. Plut. in PericL 
p. 153. 
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Another Consequence was, that the Vdi'lbus com* 
panies intrusted #ith the cOBettion dnd a][)|>Iici[tioA 
of the publifc mott^y were corff^sed 6f teh officer^ 
named by the ten tribes, which, presentlh^ tifew 
objects of ambition to the people, served to intro- 
duce them still further into the different brah'chect 
of the administration. 

But it is principally to the Victoties gained by the 
Athenid.ns over the Persians that we mtrst attribute 
th^e destrcretion of the ancient confiftitutibii."' After 
the battle 6f Platasfl it was ena(;ted thttt the cMzens^ 
of the liywest classes, exclii^ded by Solon from the 
chief offices^of the m^stracy, shouM heihfceforWard 
possess that privilege. The sage Arisiides, who 
proposed <hisr de«ee," g«ve the most ftttol of ex* 
amples to hisT successors in cotAmand. It t^came 
necesfifdry for them first to flatter, then servilely to 
crouch to the mtdtitude* 

Formerly they had disdained to dttentd at dbe 
gen^i^l" ^sem1>lies; but no sobtier did govei^nmenf 
allow el gratmty of three 0b6ti to every pei^on pre* 
sent,"* than they repaired thither fn crowds, keeping 
away the rich; ^^ well by their numbers as th'^ir 
fury, and insolertdy sabstitutiYtg their capAces^ for 
the laws. 

Pericfesy the liidst dangerous of thosis leaders 
who paid cMirt to the mukitade, disgusted them 

■ Arist. de Rep. lili. 2. d. 1^. p. S3(J. » Plot, in Aristid. 

p. 332. • Petl in L^. Alt. p. 205. 

T 2 
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with bupitiess^ and their little remaining virtue^ by 
largesses which exhausted the public treasury^ and^ 
among other advantages^ facilitated their access to 
the public spectacles ; ^ and^ as if he had conspired 
the total overthrow of manners in order, to accele- 
rate the downfal of the constitution^ he reduced the 
Areopagus to silence, by depriving that court of 
almost all its privileges.'^ 

The precautions which Solon had so wisely taken 
to guard the great interests of the state against the 
incongruous measures of an ignorant and mad po- 
pulace, were then neglected, or had no effect. Let^ 
us recollect, that it was the duty of the senate to 
prepare all public business, previous to its being 
laid before the assembly of the people ; that it was 
to be discussed only by orators of acknowledged 
probity, and the first suffrages given by aged men 
enlightened by experience. These checks, so well 
calculated to repress the impetuosity of the people, 
were all annulled by themselves.' They would no 
longer obey any but demagogues who led them 
astray,' and extended so far the limits of their 
authority, that, ceasing to perceive them, they 
imaged that they had ceased to exist. 

Certain offices of magistracy, heretofore con- 
ferred only on upright men, by free election, are 
now bestowed, by way of chance, on every class of 

p Plut. in PericL p. 156. •> Id. ibid. p. 156. ' -^Ischin. 
in Cteaiph. p. 427. • Arist. de Rep. lib. 2. c. 12. t. ii. p. 336.- 
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citizens : * nay, frequently, without having recourse 
to that, or any other mode of election, individuals 
find means, by dint of money and intrigues, to ob- 
tain employments, and even to procure admission 
into the order of senators.* In fine, the people 
pronounce in the last resort on several offences, the 
cognizance of v^hich is either reserved to them by 
the latter decrees of Solon,* or which they them- 
selves summon to their tribunal, in contempt of the 
ordinary course of justice/ By this means, the 
powers which had been so wisely distributed are 
confounded ; and the legislative power, executing 
its own laws, makes the nation every moment feel, 
or apprehend, the dreadful weight of oppression. 

These destructive vices never would have crept 
into the constitution, had it not had insurmountable 
obstacles to overcome. But the usurpation of the 
Pisistratidce stopped its progress in the very origin ; 
and its principles were soon after corrupted by the 
victories over the Persians. To have enabled the 
constitution to defend itself against similar events, 
it was necessary that a long peace and the most 
perfect liberty should have allowed it to operate 
powerfully on the manners of the Athenians. With- 
out this, all the gifts of genius, united in a legis- 
lator, must have been insufficient to prevent Pisis- 
tratus from being the most seducing of mankind, 

' Isocr. Areop. t. i. p. 321. ■ iEschin. in Timar. p. 276. 

Id. in Clesiph. p. 437. * Xen. Hist Graec. lib. 1. p. 450. 

' Arist. de Hep. lib. 4. c. 4. p. 369. 
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and the Athenians^ the people mpst open to seduc- 
tion : tfipy could npt )iaye prevented the brilliant 
successef of Marathojo^ of Salaiqis^ and Plat^ea^ 
from inspiring with the i^ost eiUrayag^t presump- 
tion a pepple more liable to such foUy than any 
other nation jq the world. 

From the effects produced by the institutions of 
Solon, >ye imay judge of those which they lyould 
have produced in happier circumst^i^ces. Confined 
as they were in thpir operation under the tyranny 
of the Pisistratida^, they acted slowly on the mindjs 
of men, eith^i^ f^^^i the advantages of an education 
common at that time, and which is so no longer ;' 
or frppi the infli^ence of the republican forms, 
which perpetually cherishied the illusipn and the 
hftpe of liberty. Scarcely were those princes ha- 
^[^ishi^d, before th)S democracy was re-established of 
itself, apd the ^hei^ians displayed a character qf 
which thpy had never hitherto been suspected. 
From this epoch to that of their corruptipn, only 
ahplit h^|f a century elapsed ; bijt yirtpe and the 
laws were still respectiBd in the happy pc^riod : the 
widest men never speak of it but )vith eulpgie^, ac- 
companied lyith regret ; and can dii^coyer no other 
remedy for thp fivils of the statf , but the revival of 
the gpvemment of Solon.* 

* Arist de Rep. lib. 8. c. 1. t. ii. p. 449* ^ Isocr. Areop. 
t, i, p. 319. .^Itcb. in Ctesiph. p. 4^7. 
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SECTION II. 

AGE OF THBM1ST0CLB8 AND ARISTIDES.*^ 

It is with pain that I prevail on jnyself to describe 
campaigns and battles : it should suffice to know^ 
that wars originate in the ambition of princes^ and 
terminate in the misery of nations : but the ex- 
ample of a people preferring death to servitude i^ 
too sublime^ and too instructive^ to be passed over 
in silence. 

Cyrus had lately raised the Persian power on 
the ruins of the empires of Babylon and Lydia ; he 
had received the submission of Arabia, of Egypt^ 
and the most distant nations ; ^ and his son Cam- 
by ses had subjected Cyren^ic^, and many countries 
of Africa.'^ 

After the death of the latter prince, some Persiaq 
nobles, to the number of seven, having put to 
death one of the magi who had usurped the throne, 
assembled in order to settle the government of this 
extensive empire.** Othanes proposed to restore 
liberty, and establish a general democracy ; M ega- 
byzus extolled the advantages of aristocracy ; 
Darius, son of Hystaspes, declared himself for the 
constitution which had hitherto secured the happi- 
ness and glory of the Persians. The opinion of the 

♦ From the year 490 to about 444 before Cljrist. ' Xen. 
Cyrop, lib. I. p. 2. ; lib. 8. p. ^30. '^ Heipdot. lib. 3. c. 7, 

13, &c. ^ Id. lib. 3. C.80. 
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latter prevailed ; and chance^ to which it was agreed 
to submit the choice of a sovereign, deciding, by his 
artifices, in his fovour, he found himself the undis- 
turbed possefssor of the most powerful empire in the 
world, and, after the example of the ancient mo- 
narchs of the Assyrians, assumed the title of the 
great king, and that of king of kings.^ 

Advanced to this exalted station, he still knew 
to respect the laws, discern merit, receive counsel, 
and acquire friends. Zopyrus, son of M egabyzus, 
was the friend whom he loved with the most ten- 
derness. Some person having taken the liberty to 
propose one day the following question to Darius, 
who held a pomegranate in his hand : ^' Wliat good 
is there you would wish to multiply as often as that 
fruit contains seeds ?** '' Such friends as Zopyrus," 
replied the king without hesitation.* This answer 
threw ZopyrUs into one of those paroxysms of zeal 
which can be justified only by the sentiment that 
gives them birth. f 

Darius had been besieging Babylon, which had 
revolted, during nineteen months/ and was on the 
point of abandoning his enterprise, when Zopyrus 
appealed in his presence, without nose or ears, and 
with every part of his body tiiutilated and covered 
with wounds. '^ What barbarous hand has re-' 

♦ The year 621 before Christ. ' Plut. Apophth. t ii. 

p. 173. + According to Herodotus, (lib. 4. c. 163.) Darius 

did not name Zopyrus, but Megabyzus, father of that young 
Persian. ' Herodot. lib. 3. c. 161. 
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duced you to this pitiable condition ?'' exclaimed 
the king, running towards him. '' It is my own 
act/' replied Zopyrus. '' I am going to Babylon, 
where my name and the rank I hold in your court 
are well known : I will accuse you of having 
punished by the most undeserved and odious cruel- 
ties, the advice which I gave you to retire from be- 
fore the city. A body of troops will be intrusted 
to my command ; you will sacrifice some of yours, 
and facilitate successes which will more and more 
gain me the confidence of the enemy ; I shall be 
able to make myself master of the gates, and Ba- 
bylon shall be yours!" Darius was filled with 
grief and admiration. The project of Zopyrus 
succeeded. His friend loaded him with caresses 
and bounties : but often said, '' I would have given 
a hundred Babylons to have saved Zopyrus from 
so barbarous a treatment.*'* 

From this sensibility, so amiable in an indivi- 
dual, so precious in a sovereign, resulted that 
clemency which the vanquished so often experi- 
enced on the part of this prince, and the gratitude 
with which he rewarded, with kingly munificence, 
the services that he had received as an individual.^ 
Hence originated likewise that moderation which 
shone forth in the most rigorous acts of his autho- 
rity. Before his time the revenues of the crown 
consisted only in the voluntary ofierings of his sub- 

^ Plut. Apophth. t. ii. p. 173. ^ Herodot. lib. 3. c. 140. 
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jects ; offerings received by Cyrus with the tender- 
uess of a father^ but exacted by Cambyses with the 
haugl^t^ess of a master ;' and which in future the 
sovereign might hav^ mulUplied at his pleasure. 
Darius divided h^ kipgdom into twenty govern- 
ments or satrapies, and submitted the quota of icon- 
tributipns which be proposed to draw from each 
province to the ewmiuation of the persons placed 
over them. All these governors exclaimed against 
the smallness of the tributes ; but the king, distrust- 
ful of their counsel^ reduced then^ to the half.^ 

Tl^e various parts of the administjration were re- 
gulated by wise laws,' which maintained that har- 
mony and peace ^mong the Persians which support 
a state ; and individuals found, in the security of 
their rights and possessipns, the pnly equality they 
can possibly enjoy in a monarchy. 

Darius rendered his reign illustrious by useM 
institutions, and tarnished it by conquests. Bom 
with military talen^, idolized by his troops,*" intre- 
pidly courageous in the time of action, but cool and 
unrufBed in the moment of danger,' he subdued 
almost as many nations as Cyrus himself* 

His forces, his victpries, and that flattery which 
constantly waits on thrones, persuaded him that a 
word from him oifgh^ tp compel the homage of 
natiqi)8 ; aT)4 as l)e was as cfipable of executing as 

*Herodoi. lib. 3. 89. ^^ Plut. Apopbtb. t. li. p. 173. 

» Plat de Legib. lib. 3. t. ii. p. 696. •» Id. ibid. " Plut. 
Apopbtb. t. ii. p. 172. *> Id. ibjd. 
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of fonning great projects^ be might A^{er, but fiev^ 
totally aba^pdoned them. 

As my subject led me to speak of the iu^mepse 
resources he possessed U> add Greece to the num- 
ber of his cQi^iquests^ it was necessary ^o premise 
some feature^ of his chara,cter ; for a sovereign is 
9tm more powerful by his personal qualities than by 
his pp)Y/Br. 

The power of the Persian monarch wgs almost 
unlimited. ^i3 empire^ th/e extent of whidf in 
certain places ia ptboujt 21^16^ sl^dia ^ f^om ea^t to 
yf^U and about 7^9^ f from north tp /fouth^ may 
coptajin \n superficii^s 11&^613,0Q0 square stadia % 
liyhilst tbe spr&ce of Qrewe, poppi^tjing ^f ^he wpst 
pf lM^>Qf>0 squ^pfta4ia,§ foj-ms feut ^e U5th 
part pf tha^ pf Persia. Tlje Ifttfpr cpmpr^se^ ^ 
number pf prpyinces situate under the happiest cli- 
mate, fertilized by yaet Hvers, ^dprnpd by flourish- 
ing cities, rich ^om the i^w^ of the soil/ tl^fs in- 
dustry of the inh^itant^, the activity of comn)p|rcej 
and 9 popiiktion favoprpd ^ oncp % religion, t))p 
la\ys, and rewards i^^^ign^d tp fecundity. 

The taxes levied in money? amounted to tK>me- 
thing iqore than 14,560 ^ubc^jc talent^. || Tkesf 
were nqt intend^ to defray the current e^c^pGpf!;1[ 

* 800 French leagues of 9500 toises each, f 300 leagues. 
i 165,200 squarf )^gQ?s. § 1,952 square leagues. (Man%' 
script Noif o/ JJI. d'AnvUU.) » Xen. de Exped. Cyr. lib. 3. 
p. 206. Arrian. Hist Indie, p. 355. ** Herodot. lib. 3. c. 95. 
H About 90 ipiilioos of Uvres (or 3,750,000{. ^(erliDg). f Se^ 
note V. at the end of the volume. 
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but converted into ingots,' and reserved for extra- 
ordinary occasions. The provinces were called 
upon for the maintenance of the royal household, 
and the subsistence of the armies ; 'some furnished 
corn/ others horses ;"" Armenia alone was charged 
vvith an annual supply of twenty thousand colts.' 
Other satrapies contributed flocks of cattle, wool, 
ebony, elephants' teeth, and various kinds of pro- 
ductions/ 

Troops dispersed over the provinces retained 
them in obedience, or secured them against inva- 
sion.' Another army, composed of the best soldiers, 
watched over the personal safety of the prince : 
among them stood particularly distinguished a body 
often thousand men, called the Immortals, as their 
number was always intended to be complete :* no 
other corps dared to dispute with them either the 
honour of precedency or the reward of valour. 

Cyrus had introduced a discipline into the 
armies,** which his first successors carefully main- 
tained. Every year the sovereign ordered a general 
review, and made himself exactly acquainted with 
the state of the troops near his person. Intelligent 
and faithful inspectors were sent to exercise, the 
same functions at a distance. The officers who 

' Herodot. lib. 3. c. 96. • Id. lib. i. c. 19^ » Id. lib. 3. 
c. 91. • Id. ibid. c. 90. ^ Strab. lib. 1 1 . p. 530. ' Hero- 
dot ibid. c. 97. Strab. lib. 15. p. 735. " Id. lib. 3. c. 90, 91. 
Xten. Cyrop. lib. 8. p. 230. 'Id. lib. 7. c 83. Diod.Sic. 
lib. 1 1. p. 7. Hesyc. et Suid. in Aday. ^ X^a. Cyrop. lib. 8« 

p. 225. 
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fulfilled their du^ty obtained rewards; and those 
who were found guilty of negligence were deprived 
of their command.'' 

The nation of the Persians^ the first nation of 
die East^ since it had produced Cyrus> considered 
valour as the most eminent of qualities/ and con- 
sequently esteemed it in its enemies.** To brave 
the rigour of the seasons^ to endure long and ardu^ 
ous marches> to cast the javelin^ to swim torrents^ 
were in&nt sports with the Persians ;' to which^ in 
a more advanced age, they added the chase, and 
other exercises conducive to bodily strength .<^ In ' 
peace they appeared with part of the arms usually 
borne in war ;^ and^ not to lose the habit of riding 
on horseback, they scarcely ever went on foot. 
These manners insensibly became those of the 
whole empire. 

The principal strength of the Persian armies 
consists in their cavalry. Even in their flight they 
let fly their arrows, which arrest the impetuosity of 
the victor.^ Both horse and horsemen are covered 
with brass andiron :' Media furnishes horses famous 
for their size, strength, and speed " 

' Xen. (Boon. p. 828. * Herodot, lib. 1. c. 136. • Id* 

lib. 7. c. 181, ' Id. ibid. Strab. lib. 16. p. 733, » Xen* 
Cyrop. lib. 1. p. 5. *" Joseph. Antiq. lib. 18. t. i. p. 874. 

Maroelliu. lib. 93. p. 383. ' Xen. Cyrop. lib. 4. p. 102 ; lib. 

8. p. 241. ^Xen. de Exped. Cyr. lib. 3. p. 306. Plutin 

Crass, t. i. p. 568. * Brisson. de Reg. Pers. lib. 3. c. 33, &c. 

• Herodot lib. 3. c. 106. Id. lib. 7. c. 40. Arrian. lib. 2. c. II. 
p. 77. Brisson. ibid. c. 29. 
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At tlic age of twenty, every man w obliged to 
enrol bis name in the militia ; he ceases to serve at 
fifty." At the first command of (he sovereign, all 
who are appointed to make the campaign must, 
within a limited time, repair to tbt place of rendez- 
vow. The laws in this respect are dreadfully se- 
vere. Uiihappy fathers have sometimes requested, 
as a reWard for their past services, to retain their 
children with them at homre, as the support of their 
old age : I wiU dispen^ with their accompanying 
me, replied the monarchy and immediately ordered 
them to be put to death.* 

The eastern kings never march on any expedi- 
tion without being attended by prodigious armies. 
They think it essential to then* dignity to eftow 
themselves on these occasions with all the pageanti^y 
of state. They imagine that victory is decided by 
the number of soUiers, and that, by collecting the 
greatest part of their forces about their person, they 
shall prevent any disturbances that might happen' 
dming their absence. But if these armies do not 
carry all before them, by the sudden terror they 
inspire, or by the first shock of their attack, they 
are soon compelled to retire, either from the want 
of subsistence, or the discouragement of the troops ; 
for which reason we often see the wars of Asia ter^ 
minate in a single campaign, and the iate of an 
empire depend oh the issue of a battle. 

" Strab. lib. lb. p. 734. * Herodot. lib. 4. c. 84 ; lib. 7. 

c. 30. Senec. De M. lib. 3. c. 16. et 17. 

4 
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The kings of Persm enjoy an sbsolute ftuthority, 
secured by the respect of nations accustomed to 
venerate them as living images of the Divinity.' 
Their birth is a daty of festivity ;*« and at their 
death, emblematically to signify that the world htfs 
lost the principle of %fat and bw^, the sacred fire is 
extrngujshed, and the tribunals of justice are shut/ 
During their reign, individuals oifer no sacrificeii, 
without addressing their vows to Heaven for the 
sovereign as well aS" for (he nation. Ai, without! 
excepting (he tribtrtary princes, the governors rf 
provinces anrf the nobles rdiiding at (he porte (or 
gale),* caJI themselves the slaves of (he king ; a 
term at (hSs day expressive of extreme servitude, but 
which, in the days of Cyrils* and D^us, was' only a 
testimonial of loyal affection and zeal. 

Until the reign of the latter of these princes, the 
{Persians had no motives of diflei^ence With the na- 
tions of the Grecian continent. Sitiarciely did the 
court of Susa know that such cities as Lacedieihon 
or Athens existed^' when D&rius resolved to subju- 
gate those distant countries. Atossa, the daughter 
of Cy#us, whom he had lately married, gave him' 
the first idea of this expedition, wMch she had re^ 

P Plut. in ThemistocK p. 125. *» Plut. in Alcib 1. 1. ii. 

p. 121. ' Diodor. SicuU lib: 17. p. 580. Slob. Serm. 42. 

p. 204. Brisson. de Reg. Pers. p. 54. * By Mb itrord Waft 

defied, in Persia, the court of the king, or of the goreifaor 
of a province, Xen. Cyrop. lib. 8. p. 201, 203, &c. Plut in 
Pelop. t. i. p. 294. ' Herodot. lib. 1. c. 153; lib. 5. c. 73. 

et 105. 
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ceived from a Greek physician named Democedes^ 
who had cured her of a dangerous disorder. De- 
mocedes^ unable to procure his liberty by other 
means^ formed the project of an invasion of Greece. 
He persuaded the queen to approve his plan^ and 
flattered himself^ that by obtaining a commission^ 
he should fieu^ilitate the means of visiting Qroton^ 
his native country. 

AtosHa> taking advantage of a moment in v^hich 
Darius was expressing his affection for her^ thus 
addressed him : '^ It is time to signalize your acces- 
sion to the crown^ by an enterprise which shall ac- 
quire you the esteem of your subjects/ The Persians 
must have a conqueror for their sovereign. Em- 
ploy their restless ardour against foreign nations, if 
you would not that they should direct it against 
yourself/' Darius replied, that he proposed to 
make war against the Scythians. '' The Scythians," 
replied the queen, '' vnll bean easy conquest when-, 
ever you think proper. I wish you to turn your 
arms against Greece, and to bring me some women 
of Lacedcemon, of Argos, of Corinth, and of Athens^ 
to wait my commands. "" From that moment Darius 
suspended his prqject agaipst the Scythians, and, 
sent Democedes with five Persians to bring him an 
exact description of the country of which he medi- 
tated the conquest. 

No sooner had Democedes quitted the domini' 

' Herodot. lib. 3.c. 134. 
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ons of Darius, than he fled to Italy. The Persians^ 
of whom he was to be the guide, suffered various 
misfortunes, and when they returned to Susa, the 
queen was cooled in the desire of having Greek 
slaves, and Darius was occupied with more impor- 
tant cares. 

The king, having reduced the city of Babylon 
to obedience, resolved to march against the nations 
of Scythia,*who encamp with their flocks and herds 
between the Ister f and the Tanais, J on the bor- 
ders of the Euxine Sea. 

He began his march at the head of seven hun- 
dred thousand soldiers," to impose servitude on a 
people who, to ruin his army, had only to draw it 
into uncultivated and desert countries. Darius 
persisted in following them, and ran over extensive 
solitudes as a victor. '' And why fliest thou at my 
approach V* sent he one day to ask of the king of 
the Scythians. '' If thou art able to resist me^ 
stop, and bravely fight; if thou darest not, acknow- 
ledge thy master." The king of the Scythians re- 
plied : '' I neither fly, nor fear any man. It is our 
custom to wander quietly over our vast domains, 
during war, as well as in time of peace. We 
know no blessing but liberty, and acknowledge no 
masters but the gods. If thou wouldst prove our 
valour, follow us, and come and insult the tombs of 
our ancestors.''* 

♦ The year 568 before Chrifll. + The . Danube. J The 
Don. ■ Justin, lib. 1, c. 5. ' Herodot lib. 4. c. 127. 

VOL. I. U 
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In the mean time the army was enfeebled by 
sickness^ the want of provisions^ and the difficulty 
of the marches. It became necessary to resolve on 
regaining the bridge which Darius had thrown over 
the Ister^ the guard of which he had entrusted to 
the Greeks of liinia^ with a permission to retire 
hotne^ if they did not see him return within two 
months.^ When this time had expired^ several 
bodies of Scythians appeared more than once on 
the banks of the river :" at first they employed «i- 
treaties^ and afterwards had recourse to menaces^ 
to induce the officers of the fleet to carry it back to 
Ionia. Miltiades, the Athenian, strongly recom- 
mended this measure ; but HistisBUs of Miletus, re- 
presenting* to the other chiefs, that, appointed as 
they had been by Darius, governors of the different 
cities of Ionia, they would be reduced to the con- 
dition of simple individuals were they to suffer the 
king to perish; they promised the Scythians to 
break down the bridge, but determined to remain^ 
This determmation saved Darius and his army. 

The disgrace of the Scythian eispedition was 
soon effaced by an important conquests The king 
obliged the nations inhabiting the banks of the 
Indus to acknowledge themselves his subjects; and 
that river became the Kmits of his etnpire on the 
east.'* 



' Herodot. lib. 4. c. 98. ' Id. ibid, c 133. ' Id. ibid. 

Nep. ia Miltiad. c 3. ^ Herodot lib. 4. c 44. 
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On the west it was bounded by a series of Greek 
colonies settled on the coasts of the Mgtv^ Sea. 
There stood Ephesus^ MiletQs, Smyrna, and se- 
reral flourishing cities^ associated in different con^ 
federations. The^e are separated from the conti^ 
nent of Greece by the sea, and a number of islands, 
some of which were subject to the Athenians, and 
others independent. The Grecian cities of Asia 
aspired to shake off the Persian yoke ; While the 
hibabitants of the islands, and of Greece properly 
80 called^ dreaded the vicinity of a power which 
menaced the nations with general servitude. 

These feard were greatly increased whm they 
saw Darius, at hh return from Scythia, leave ati 
lirrty of eighty thousand men in Thrace, which 
subjected that kingdom,"" obliged the king of Ma- 
<)edoiiia to do homage to Darius for his crowA,^ 
hni took possession of the Isles of Lemnos and 
Imbros.^ 

StiB more were they alarmed when they saw the 
Persiand make an attempt upon the isle of Naxos, 
and threaten the island of Eubcto, contiguous to 
Attica.' The cities of lOnta now resolved to eA^ 
deavour the recovery of their ancient liberty, ex-* 
pelled their governors,* burnt the city of Sardes, the 
capitel of the ancient kingdom of Lydia,^ and drew 
the peofAe of Caria and the isle of Cyprus into the 



« Hefodot. lib* 5. c. It. ^ Id. ibid, c H. • Id. ibid. c. 26. 
' Id. ibid. c. 3 i. » Id. ibid. C. 37. ^ Id. ibid. c. 102. 

u2 
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league they formed against Darius.* This revolt * 
was in fact the seed of those wars which were on 
the point of effecting the utter destruction of all the 
powers of Greece, and which, one hundred and 
fifty years after, overthrew the Persian empire. 

The Lacedssmonians refused to accede to the 
league; the Athenians, without openly declaring 
themselves, determined to favour it. The king of 
Persia no longer dissembled his desire to extend 
the boundaries of his empire on their side. They 
owed to the greatest part of the cities which had 
recently withdrawn themselves from the obedience ^ 
to him, the assistance due from a mother-country to 
her colonies : they had long complained of the pro- 
tection granted by the Persians to Hippias, son of 
Pisistratus, whom they had banished for his tyranny. 
Artaphemes, the brother of Darius, and satrap of 
Lydia, had declared to them, that the only method 
of providing for their safety was to recal Hippias ;^ 
and they knew that the latter, since his arrival at 
the court of Susa, fomented in the mind of Darius 
those prejudices which were continually instilled 
into him against the nations of Greece, and in par- 
ticular against the Athenians.^ Actuated by these 
motives, the Athenians sent troops into Ionia,, 
which assisted in the taking of Sardes. Their ex- 
ample vms followed by the Eretriahs of Eubcea. 



* Herodot lib. 6. c. 103. •About the year 504 before 
Christ. ^ Herodot. lib. 5. c. 96. ' Id. ibid. c. 96. 
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The principal author of the insurrection in lonia^ 
was that Histissus of Miletus, who, in the Scythian 
expedition, had persisted in guarding the bridge 
over the Ister — an important service which Darius 
never forgot, but remembered even after he had 
rewarded it. 

But Histiffius, considering himself as an exile 
at the court of Susa, and impatient to revisit his 
country, secretly excited the troubles of Ionia, and 
made use of them to obtain permission to return 
into that province, where Jie was soon after taken 
in arms. The generals lost no time in putting him 
to death, knowing, as they did, the generosity of 
then- master ; and in fact that prince, less irritated 
at his treachery than impressed with a sense of the 
obligations he owed to him, honoured his memory 
by funeral obsequies, and severely censured his 
generals for their hasty sentence." 

About the same time some Phoenician vessels 
having taken an Athenian galley, found in it Me- 
tiochus, son of that Miltiades who had advised the 
breaking of the bridge over the Ister, by which 
Darius would have been abandoned to the fiiry of the 
Scythians : they sent him to the king, who received 
him with distinction, and engaged him by his 
bounties to take up his residence in Persia.'' 

Not that Darius was insensible to the revolt of 
the lonians and the conduct of the Athenians. On 

« Herodot. lib. 6. c. 30. ■ Id. ibid, c . 41. 
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being informed of the burning of Sardes^ he towed 
to take exemplary vengeance on the latter peoj^; 
and charged one of his oflBcers daily to remind him 
of the injury he had received from them f but it 
\¥a8 first necessary to conclude the war excited 
against him by the former. It continued during 
several years^ and ended greatly to the advantage 
of the Persian^. Ionia was again reduced to 
obedience^ and several islands of the JEgean Sea^ 
and all the cities of the Hellespont^ submitted to 
the king.' 

Mtedonius^ the son-in-law of Darius^ immedi^ 
ately departed at the head of a powerful army^ and^ 
haying completely re-established tranquillity in 
lonia^ repaired into Macedonia^ and there^ whe-* 
ther anticipating the orders of Darius^ or merely 
obeying them^ he embarked his troops. His pre- 
text was to punish the Athenians and Eretrians ; 
his real object to render all Greece tributary : « but 
a violent tempest having dashed part of his vessels 
and soldiers on the rocks of Mount Athos^ he re-* 
turned to Macedonia, and soon after to Susa. 

This disaster was not such as to divert the storm 
then impending over Greece. Darius, previous to 
proceeding to an open rupture, sent heralds to the 
different countries he had determined to invade, to. 
demand, in his name, earth and water' — ^which is 



» Herodot. lib. 5. c. 105. ^ Id. lib. 6. c. 31 Sc S3. "^ Id. 
ibid. c. 44. ' Id. ibid. c. 48. 
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the formulary employed by the Persians to exact 
the homage of nations. The greater part of the 
islands and states of the continent submitted without 
hesitation: the Athenians and Lacedaemonians not 
only refused^ but^ by a manifest violation of the laws 
of nations^ threw the ambassadors of the king into 
a deep dungeon.* The former carried their indig- 
nation still further: they condemned the interpreter 
to die^ who had sidlied the Greek language^ by 
explaining the orders of a barbarian.^ 

On this intelligence^ Darius gave the command 
of his forces to a Mede named Datis^ who had 
more experience than Mardonius^ ordering him to 
destroy the cities of Athens and Eretria^ and to 
bring him the inhabitants bound in chains.* 

The army presently assembled in a plain of 
Cilicia ; whence it was transported by six hundred 
vessels into the island of Euboea. The city of 
Eretria^ after a vigorous defence of six days^ was 
taken by the treachery of some citizens who had 
influence over the people. * The temples were de- 
molished; the inhabitants loaded with chains; and 
the fleet immediately making a descent upon the 
coast of Attica^ landed^ near the village of Mara- 
thon^ about one hundred and forty stadia* from 
Athens^ a hundred thousand infttntry^ and ten thou- 
sand cavalry :^ they encamped in a plain terminated 

• Herodot. lib. 7. c. 32. ' Plut in Them. p. 114. Aristid. 

Panath. Orat. t. i. p. 211. " Herodot. lib, 6. c. 94. * Id. 

ibid. c. 101. * Nearly six leagues. ' Nep. in Mihiad. c. 5. 
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toward the east by the sea^ shut in by mountains 
on every side^ and about two hundred stadia in 
circumference.* 

In the mean time Athens was in the utmost 
consternation and dismay.' She had implored the 
assistance of the other states of Greece : but some 
had submitted to Darius^ and others trembled at 
the very name of the Medes or Persians.* The 
Lacedaemonians alone promised troops^ but various 
obstacles did not allow them immediately to form a 
junction with those of Athens.'' 

The city, therefore, could only rely on its own 
strength. And how could she, with a few soldiers 
hastily levied, dare to resist a power, which, in the 
space of half a century, had overthrown the greatest 
empires in the world? Though by the sacrifice of 
her most illustrious citizens, and her bravest warriors, 
she should obtain the honour of disputing, for some 
time, the victory, would she not soon see armies 
more formidable than the first issue from the Asiatic 
coasts, and from the heart of Persia ? The Greeks 
have irritated Darius, and, by adding insult to their 
offence, have left him no choice but vengeance, dis- 
honour, or a pardon. Would the homage he requires 
involve an humiliating servitude? Do - not the 
Grecian colonies established in his states retain 

• About seven leagues and a half. * Plat, de Leg. lib. 3. 

t. ii. p. 698. * Herodot. lib. 6. c. 112. ^ Id. ibid. c. 106. 
Plat, de Leg. lib. 3. t ii. p. 698. Plut. de Malign. Herodot. 
t. ii. p. 861. 
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their laws^ their religious worship, and their posses- 
sions ? Has he not after their revolt obliged them, 
by the wisest regulations, to unite among them- 
selves, and to be happy in despite of their dissen- 
sions ? And has not Mardonius himself recently 
established the democracy in the cities of Ionia l"" 

These reflections, which induced the nations of 
Greece in general to declare in favour of the Per- 
sians, were counterbalanced, in the minds of the 
Athenians^ by not less weighty apprehensions. 
The general of Darius with one hand held out the 
fetters with which he had orders to enchain them,^ 
and with the other presented them that Hippias, 
whose solicitations and intrigues had at length con- 
ducted the Persians into the plains of Marathon."* 
They must resolve therefore to submit to the 
wretched indignity of being dragged like vile slaves 
to the feet of Darius, or to the still more dreadful 
fate of again groaning under the cruelties of a tyrant 
breathing nothing but vengeance. In this alterna- 
tive scarcely did they deliberate, but resolved to 
perish at least in arms. 

Happily at this time there appeared three men, 
destined to give new energy to the state. These 
were M iltiades, Aristides, and Themistocles. Their 
characters will best display themselves in the narra- 
tive of their actions. Miltiades had long car- 
ried on war in Thrace, where he had acquired a 

« Herodot. lib. 6. c 42 et 43. ^ Plat, de Leg. lib. 3. t. ii. 
p. 608. * Herodot. lib. 6. c. 102. 
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i^Iendid reputation; Aristides^ and Themistocles^ 
younger than M iltiades^ had from their infancy ma- 
nifested a rivalry which would have been the ruin of 
the state/ had they not sacrificed it^ on all emergent 
occasions^ to the public welfare. A single stroke 
is sufficient to paint Aristides; he was the most 
just and most virtuous of the Athenians : but many 
are necessary to describe the talents^ the resources^ 
and the views of Themistocles ; he loved his country^ 
but he loved glory still more than his country. 

The example and harangues of these three illus- 
trious citizens^ kindled the flame of the noblest 
heroism in the minds of the Athenians. Levies 
were immediately made. Ekich of the ten tribes 
furnished a thousand foot soldiers^ with a com- 
mander at their head. To complete this number^ 
it was necessary to enrol the slaves.* No sooner 
were the troops assembled^ than they marched out 
of the city into the plain of Marathon^ where the 
inhabitants of Platssa in Boeotia sent them a rein- 
forcement of a thousand infantry .'^ 

Scarcely were the two armies in sight of each 
other^ than M iltiades proposed to attack the enemy.' 
Aristides and several of the commanders warmly 
supported this measure : but the rest^ terrified at 
the excessive disproportion of the strmies^ were 
desirous of waiting for the succours from Lacedae- 

f Plut in Ariatid. page 319. » Pausan. lib. 1. page 79. 

^ Herodot. lib. 6. p. 108. Justin, lib. 2. cap. 9. * Id. ibid. 

c. 109. Plut in Aristid. p. Sil. 
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mon. Opinions being divided^ they had recourse 
to that of the polemarch^ or chief of the militia> 
who is consulted on such occasions^ to put an end 
to the equality of suffirages, Miltiades addressed 
him with the ardour of a man deeply impressed 
with the importance of present circumstances: 
^' Athens/' said he, '' js on the point of experiencing 
the greatest of vicissitudes. Ready to become the 
first power of Greece, or the theatre of the tyranny 
and fury of Hippias, from you alone, Callimachus, 
she now awaits her destiny. If we suffer the ardour 
of the troops to cool, they will shamefully bow be- 
neath the Persian yoke ; but if we lead them on to 
battle, the gods and victory will favour us. A word 
from your mouth must now precipitate your country 
into slavery, or preserve her liberty." 

Callimachus gave his suffrage, and the battle was 
resolved. To ensure success, Aristides, and the 
other generals after his example, yielded to Miltiades 
the honour of the command, which belonged to them 
in rotation : but, to secure them from all chance <^ 
blame, he preferred waiting for the day which of 
right placed him at the head of the army.*" 

When that day arrived, Miltiades drew up bi^ 
troops at the foot of a mountain,^ on a spot of 
ground scattered over with trees, where the Persian 
cevalry could not act. The Platseans were placed 
on the left wing; Callimachus commanded the 

^ Herodot. lib. 6. p. 110. Plot in Aristid. p. 331. ♦ See 
the plan of the battle of Marathon. 

4 
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right ; Aristides and Themistocles were in the 
centre of the battle,* and Miltiades every where. 
An interval of eight stadia * separated the Grecian 
army from that of the Persians." 

At the first signal, the Greeks advanced over this 
space running. The Persians, astonished at a mode 
of attack so novel to both nations, for a moment 
remained motionless ; but to the impetuous fury of 
the enemy, they soon opposed a fury more sedate 
and not less formidable. After an obstinate conflict 
of some hours, victory began to declare herself in 
the two wings of the Grecian army. The right 
dispersed the enemy in the plain, while the left 
drove them back on a morass that had the appear- 
ance of a meadow, in which they stuck fkst and 
were lost." Both these bodies of troops now flew to 
the succour of Aristides and Themistocles, ready to 
give way before the flower of the Persian troops, 
placed by Datis in the centre of his battle. Prom 
this moment the rout became general. The Persians, 
repulsed on all sides, fouAd their only asylum in the 
fleet which had approached the shore. The con- 
querors pursued them with fire and sword, and took, 
burnt, or sunk, the greater part of their vessels : the 
rest escaped by dint of rowing.** 

The Persian army lost about six thousand four 
hundred men ; that of the Athenians one hundred 



' Herodot. lib. 6. c. 110. Nep. in Miltiad. c. 5. * Nearly 
a mile. " Herodot. ibid. c. 112. " Pausan. lib. 1. c. 32. 

p. 80. ° Herodot. ibid. c. 115. Justin, lib. 2. c. 9. 
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and ninety-two heroes,'* — for not a man was there 
but merited that title on this occasion. Miltiades 
was wounded. Hippias was left dead on the fields 
as were Stesileus and Callimachus, two of the 
Athenian generals.** 

Scarcely was the battle over, when a soldier, ex- 
hausted with iatigue, forms the project of carrying 
the first news of so signal a success to the magis- 
trates of Athens ; and without quitting his arms, he 
runs, flies, arrives, announces the victory, and falls 
dead at their feet/ 

This victory nevertheless would have proved fatal 
to the Greeks, but for the activity of Miltiades. 
Datis, in his retreat, had conceived the hope of sur- 
prising Athens, which he imagined to be without 
defence, and his fleet had already doubled the pro- 
montory of Sunium. No sooner was Miltiades 
informed of this, than he began his march, arrived 
the same day under the walls of the city, by his 
presence disconcerted the projects of the enemy, 
and obliged them to retire to the coasts of Asia.' 

The battle was fought* on the 6th of Boedro- 
mion, in the third year of the seventy-second 
Olympiad.* The next day two thousand Spartans 
arrived. In three days and nights'" they had marched 
twelve hundred stadia.f Though informed of the 

P Herodot. lib. 6. c. 117. •» Id. ibid. c. 114. "■ Plut de 
Qlor. Athen. t ii. p. 347. • Herodot. ibid. c. 116. ' Corsin. 
Fast. Att. t. iii. p. 149. * The 29th of September, in the year 
490 before Christ " Jsocr. Paneg. t. 1. p. 163. Plat, de Leg. 
lib. 3. t. ii. p. 698. + About 46 leagues and a half. 
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defeat of the Persians^ they continued their march to 
Marathon ; nor did they enviously shun to behold 
those fields where a rival nation had signalized itself 
by so heroic an action. There they beheld the tents 
of the Persians still standings the plain strewed over 
with dead> and covered with costly spoils : there they 
found Aristides, who with his tribe was guarding 
the prisoners and booty, and did not retire untU they 
had bestowed just applause on the victors/ 

The Athenians neglected nothing to eternize 
the memory of those who fell in the battle. Ho^ 
ttourable funerals were bestowed on them ; their 
names were engraven on half columns erected on 
the phiin of Marathon. These monuments, not ex- 
cepting those of the generals Callimachus and 
Stesileus, are in a style of the greatest simplicity.' 
In the intervals between them were erected trophies 
bearing the arms of the Persians. An artist of 
eminefice had painted all the circumstances of the 
battle, in one of the most frequented porticoes of 
the city : Miltiades was there represented at the 
head of the generals, and in the act of elbortiog the 
tlroops to fight for their country.* 

Darius received the news of the defeat of his 
army with indignation ; and every one trembled for 
th« fate of the Eretrians, whom Datii was con- 
ducting to his feet But no sooner did he behold 

' Herodot. lib. 6. c. 130. Plut. in Aristid. t i. p. S%U Id. de 
Malign. Hsrodot. t. ii. p. 861. ' Pausan. lib. 1» c 32. p» 79^ 
' Nep. in MiU. a 6. 
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them, than pity superseded every other sentiment in 
his heart : *" he distributed lands among them at some 
distance from Susa ; and to avenge himself of the 
Greeks in a manner more noble and more worthy of 
himself, immediately ordered firesh levies, and made 
immense preparations. 

The Athenians themselves were not long before 
they revenged his disgrace on their general. They 
had raised Miltiades so high that he began to be 
the object of their fear. Jc^alousy suggested^ that^ 
during his command in Thrace, he had exercised all 
the rights of sovereignty ; ^ that, formidable as he 
was to foreign nations, and idolized by the Athenian 
people, it was time to keep a vigUant eye on hia 
virtues as well as his glory. The ill success of an 
expedition which he had undertaken against the Isle 
of Paros, furnished a new pretext to the hatred of 
his enemies. He was accused of suffering himself 
to be c(H*rupted by Persian mdney> and, notwith-- 
standing the solicitations and remonstrances of the 
most virtuous citizens, was condemned to be thrown 
into the dungeon in which malefactors are left to 
perish.'' The magistracy opposing the execution of 
this iniamous decree, his punishment was com* 
muted into a fine of fifty talents ; * and as he waa 
unable to pay this MiA, Athens saw the vtinquisher 

• HerodotJib. 6. c. 119. ** Nep. id Milt c. 8* « PItit. ia 
Gorg. 1. 11. p^ 616. ♦ »0^000 lines (ll,150/> 
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of Darius expire in chains of the wounds he had 
received in the service of the state.** 

These dreadful examples of injustice and in- 
gratitude on the part of a sovereign or a nation dis- 
couraged neither ambition nor virtue. They are 
shoals in the track of honour^ like rocks in the midst 
of the ocean. Themistocles and Aristides assumed 
over the Athenians that superiority which the one 
merited by the diversity of his talents^ and the other 
by the uniformity of a conduct wholly devoted to 
the public good. The former^ tormented night and 
day by the recollection of the trophies of M iltiades/ 
was continually flattering by new decrees the pride 
of a people intoxicated with their victory ; the lat- 
ter employed himself only in maintaining the laws 
and manners^ to which they were indebted for it. 
These two men^ diametrically opposite in their 
principles and projects^ so filled the place of as- 
sembly with their dissensions^ that Aristides, after 
having one day, contrary to all reason, gained an 
advantage over his adversary, could not refrain from 
saying, that the republic must be ruined if both 
Themistocles and himself were not thrown into a 
dungeon.^ 

Talents and intrigue at length triumphed over 
virtue. As Aristides offered himself as the arbi- 
trator of the differences between individuals^ the 

* Herodot, lib. 6. c. 136. Nep. in Milt. c. 7. .« Plut io 

Themist. t i. p. 113. ' Plut. in Aristid. t. i. p. 320. 
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reputation of his justice^ caused the tribunals to be 
almost deserted. The faction of Themistocles ac* 
•cused him of erecting in his own person a sovereign 
power the more dangerous, as it was founded on 
the love of the people, and called for the punish- 
ment of exile. The tribes assembled, and were to 
give their suffrages in writing. Aristides was present 
while they voted; when an obscure citizen, seated 
beside him, desired him to write the name of the 
'accused on a small shell, which he presented for 
that purpose. ^' Has he done you any injury?" 
said Aristides. '' No," answered this stranger, 
^' but I am disgusted with hearing him every where 
called the Just." Aristides wrote his name, was 
condemned, and departed from the city, offering 
up prayers for the prosperity of his country.^ 

His banishment took place shortly after the 
death of Darius. That prince at once menaced 
Greece which had refused to submit to the Persian 
yoke, and Egypt which had shaken it off.^ His son 
Xerxes was heir to his throne,* vnthout inheriting 
any of his great qualities. Educated in a high 
opinion of his power, just and beneficent by sallies, 
unjust and cruel from weakness, almost always in- 
capable of bearing with moderation either success 
or the reverse of fortune, the only distinctive fea- 



K Plut in Arist t. i. p. 3M. Nep. in Aristid. cap. 1. 
* Herodot. lib. 7. cap. 1. . • The year 485 before Christ. 
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tures that constantly marked his character were 
extreme violence' and excessive pusillanimity. 

After punishing the Egyptians for their revolt, 
and foolishly aggravating the weight of their chains,^ 
he would perhaps have peaceably enjoyed his ven- 
geance, but for one of those base courtiers who 
sacrifice, without remorse, the blood of thousands to 
their own private interests. Mardonius, whom the 
honour of espousing the sister of his master' had 
inspired with the most extravagant pretensions, 
wished to command armies to efface the dishonour 
which he had suffered in his former expedition, and 
bring Greece under subjection, that he might be- 
come its governor, and indulge his love of rapine. 
He easily persuaded Xerxes to undertake the unit- 
ing of that country and the rest of Europe to the 
empire of the Persians." War was determined on, 
and all Asia thrown into commotion. 

To the prodigious preparations made by Darius, 
were added others still more tremendous. Four 
years" were employed in levying troops, forming 
magazines on the road the army was to pass, con- 
veying to the sea-coasts warlike stores and pro- 
visions, and building galleys and transport-vesseb 
in an the ports. 

At length the king departed firom Susa, per- 



' Plat, de Leg. lib. 3. t ii. p. 698. ^ Herodot. lib. 7. 

cap. 7. * Id. lib. 6. cap. 43. " Id. lib. 7. cap. 5. Diod. 

Sicul. lib. 11. p. 1. " Id. ibid. cap. ^0. 
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suaded that he was about to extend the limits of his 
empire, even to those climes where the sun finishes 
his course. *" No sooner had he reached Sardes in 
Lydia, than he sent heralds through all Greece, 
except to the Lacedsemonians and Athenians. 
Their commission was to receive the homage of 
the islands and the nations of the continent, many 
of which submitted to the Persians. ' 

In the spring of the fourth year of the 74th Olym- 
piad,* Xerxes repaired to the shores of the Helle- 
spont, with the most numerous army that ever had 
laid waste the earth.' He wished there to contem- 
plate at one view the spectacle of his power ; and 
from a lofty throne beheld the sea covered with his 
ships, and the land overspread with his army. ' 

The coast of Asia at this place is separated 
from that of Europe • only by an arm of the 6ea, 
seven stadia in breadth. f Two bridges of boats, se*- 
cured by anchors, joined the opposite shores. The 
building of these had been at first entrusted to some 
Egyptians and Phoenicians. A violent tempest 
having destroyed their work, Xerxes ordered <jie 
heads of the workmen to be struck off ; and treatmg 
the sea as a revolted slave, commanded it to be 
scourged, marked with a hot iron, and a pair of 

* Herod, lib. 7. cap. 8. ^ Id. ibid* cap. 83. Diod. Bic. 

lib. 11. p. 2. * The year 480 before Christ. « Herodot. 

lib. 7. cap. 30. ' U. ibid. cap. 44. " Id. ibid. cap. 34. 

Madkyl in Pen. v. 747. t See note VI. at the end of the 

volume. 
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fetters to be thrown into it :* yet was this prince 
followed by several millions of men ! 

His troops employed seven days and nights in 
passing the strait;" his baggage a whole month/ 
Thence taking his course by Thrace, and coasting 
along the sea/ he arrived in the plain t)f Doriscus, 
watered by the Hebrus ; a convenient situation^ not 
only to afford repose and refreshments to his sol- 
diers, but to facilitate the mustering and review of 
the army. 

This was found to consist of seventeen hundred 
thousand foot, and eighty thousand horse." Twenty 
thousand Arabs and Libyans conducted the camels 
and the waggons. Xerxes, mounted on a car, 
passed through all the ranks. He next went on 
board the fleet, which had approached the shore^ 
and was composed of twelve hundred and seven gal- 
leys with three benches of oars.* Each of them 
would contain two hundred men, and the whole to- 
gether two hundred and forty-one thousand four 
hundred men. They were accompanied by three 
thousand transport-vessels, in which it may be pre- 
sumed there were two hundred and forty thousand 
more. 

Such were the forces which he had brought 
from Asia; and these were soon augmented by 
three hundred thousand fighting men from Thrace, 

* Herodot. ibid. cap. 35. " Id. ibid. cap. 56. * Id. 

lib. 8. cap. 51. ^ Id. lib. 7. cap. 59. « Herodot lib. 7. 

cap. 60 et 87. * Id. ibid. cap. 100 et 184. Isocr. Paneg. 

t. i. p. 166. 
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Macedonia^ Paeonia, and other European countries 
which had submitted to the Persian power. The 
neighbouring islands furnished upwards of a hun- 
dred and twenty galleys, containing twenty-four 
thousand men.** If to this immense multitude we 
add an almost equal number of necessary or useless 
hands^ who followed the army, we shall find that 
five millions of men*' had been torn from their 
native homes, and were preparing to destroy whole 
nations, to gratify the ambition of an individual 
named Mardonius. 

After the review of the army and the fleet, 
Xerxes sent for king Demaratus, who, having been 
exiled some years before from Lacedsemon, had 
found an asylum at the court of Susa. 

" Do you imagine," said he, '' that the Greeks 
will dare to resist my forces?"* Demaratus having 
obtained permission to speak the truth, replied : 
^' The Greeks are to be feared because they are 
poor and virtuous. Without pronouncing the eulo- 
gium of the other states, I shall only speak to you 
of the Lacedaemonians. They will scorn the idea 
of slavery. Though all the rest of Greece should 
submit to your arms, they will but be the more 
ardent in defence of their liberty. Inquire not the 
number of their troops; were they but a single 
thousand, nay, were they still fewer, they would 
present themselves to the combat !" 

^ Herodot. lib. 7. c. 185. * Isocr. Panath. t. ii. p. 205. 

^ Herodot. lib. 7. c. 101. 
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The Persian king, at hearing this, laughed 
aloud ; and^ after comparing his forces with those 
of the Lacedaemonians^ '' Do yoiA not see/' added 
he^ '' that the greatest part of my soldiers would 
take to flight, were they not retained by menaces 
and blows ? As a similar dread cannot operate on 
those Spartans, who are represented to us as so 
firee and independent, it is evident that they will 
never unnecessarily brave certain death ; and what 
is there to constrain them to it?" — '' The law,'' re- 
plied Demaratus ; '' that law, which has more 
power over them than you have over your subjects ; 
that law, which saith to them. Behold your ene- 
mies; the question is not to number them; yoo 
must conquer or die."* 

At these words the laughter of Xerxes re- 
doubled. He gave his orders, and the army began 
its march, divided into three bodies, one of which 
followed the sea-shore, while the two others pro- 
ceeded, at stated distances, through the interior 
part of the country/ The measures that had been 
adopted procured them certain means of subsist* 
ence. Three thousand vessels laden with provi- 
sions sailed along the coast, regulating their mo- 
tions by those of the army. The Egyptians and 
Phoenicians had previously stored many of the 
maritime towns of Thrace and Macedonia;' and 
the Persians, at every station, were fed and fHt>- 

* Herodot lib. 7. c. 104. ' IdL ibid. c. 121. ^ Id. ibid, c 25. 
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vided with every thing by the inhabitants of the 
adjacent countries^ who^ long apprized of their 
arrival^ were prepared for their reception .'' 

Whilst the army was pursuing its way towvds 
Thessaly, ravaging the country ; consuming^ in a 
single day, the harvests of whole years; and 
dragging to the combat the nations it had reduced 
to indigence; the fleet of Xerxes crossed, instead 
of doubling. Mount Athos. 

This mountain extends itself in a peninsula 
annexed to the continent only by an isthmus of 
twelve stadia in breadth.* The Persian fleet had 
experienced, some years before, the danger of this 
coast.* They might now have conveyed the fleet 
over the isthmus by the labour of men : but Xerxes 
had ordered it to be cut through, and a number of 
workmen were long employed in digging a canal in 
which two galleys might sail abreast.*" Xerxes be- 
held their success, and imagined that, after throw- 
ing a bridge over the sea, and opening a passage 
through mountains, nothing could withstand his 
power. 

The fears which had agitated Greece for many 
years were now approaching the catastrophe. Ever 
since the battle of Marathon, the news brought 
from Asia announced nothing but projects of ven- 
geance on the part of the great king,' and that the 

^ Herodot, lib. 7. c. 118 et 119. ♦ About half a league. 

; Herodot. lib. 6. c. 44. ^ Id. lib. 7. c 23 et 24. ' Plat, 

de Leg. lib. 3. t. ii. p. 698. 
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preparations suspended by the death of Darius 
were resumed with greater vigour by his son 
Xerxes. 

Whilst the latter monarch was busily employed 
in these, two Spartans suddenly made their appear- 
ance at the court of Susa, and were admitted to an 
audience of the king, but constantly refused to 
prostrate themselves before him in the manner of 
the eastern nations. " King of the Medes/' said 
they, " the Lacedaemonians put to death, some 
years ago, the ambassadors of Darius. They owe 
a satisfaction to Persia : we come to offer you our 
heads.'* These two Spartans, named Sperthias 
and Bulls, learning that the gods, irritated at the 
murder of the Persian ambassadors, rejected the 
sacrifices of the Lacedaemonians, had devoted them- 
selves for the salvation of their country." Xerxes, 
surprised at their firmness, astonished them no less 
by his answer : '' Go, say to Lacedaemon," repUed 
he, '' that if she be capable of violating the law of 
nations, I am incapable of following her example ; 
nor will I expiate, by taking away your lives, the 
crime with which she has polluted herself" 

Some time after, Xerxes being at Sardes, three 
Athenian spies were discovered, who had found 
means to gain admission into the Persian army. 
The king, far from condemning them fo die, or- 
dered that they should be permitted to take, at 

'^ Herodot. lib. 7. c. 136. Plut. Apophth. Lacon. t. ii« 
p. 235. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



INTRODUCTION. 295 

their leisure^ an exact account of his forces^ flat- 
tering himself that, at their return, the Greeks 
would lose no time in submitting to his power.* 
But the relation they gave only served to confirm 
the Lacedaemonians and Athenians in the resolu- 
tion they had before taken to form a general 
league among the nations of Greece. They assem- 
bled a council on the isthmus of Corinth ; and 
their deputies flew from city to city, endeavouring 
to communicate the same ardour with which they 
themselves were animated. The Pythia of Delphi, 
incessantly interrogated and incessantly surrounded 
with presents, striving to conciliate the honour of 
her ministry with the interested views of the priests, 
and the secret wishes of all who consulted her, now 
exhorted the nations to remain inactive, and now 
augmented their alarms by the miseries she an- 
nounced, and their uncertainty by the impenetrable 
obscurity of her answers. 

The Argives were pressed to enter into the con- 
federation.** Six thousand of their soldiers, among 
whom was the choice body of their youth, had 
lately perished in an expedition into Argolis, under 
Cleomenes, king of Lacedaemon.' Exhausted by 
this loss, they had obtained an oracle forbidding 
them to take up arms. They afterwards desired 
to command part of the army of the Greeks, and 

» Herodot. lib. 7. c. 146, * Id. ibid. c. 145. ^ Id. ibid, 
c. 148. 
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complaining of a refusal which they expected^ they 
remained quiet/ and concluded by carrying on a 
secret correspondence with the king of Persia.' 

More reasonable expectations had been formed 
from the assistance of Gelon^ king of Syracuse. 
This prince, by his victories and talents, had re- 
cently subdued several Grecian colonies, which 
should naturally fly to the defence of their mother 
country. The deputies of Laceda^mon and Athens 
being admitted into his presence, Syagrus the 
Spartan was their speaker ; who, after saying a few 
words concerning tlie forces and projects of Xerxes, 
contented himself with representing to Gelon, that 
the ruin of Greece would necessarily be followed by 
that of SicUy.* 

The king answered with emotion, that in his 
wars with the Carthaginians, and on other occa- 
sions, he had implored the assistance of the allied 
powers, without obtaining it; that their danger 
alone now forced them to have recourse to 
him ; that, nevertheless, forgetting these just mo- 
tives of complaint, he vms ready to furnish two 
hundred galleys, twenty thousand heavy-armed 
troops, four thousand horsemen, two thousand 
archers, and as many slingers : '' I will besides 
engage," added he, " to procure the necessary pro- 



« Herodot. lib. 7. c. 148. Plat, de Leg. lib. 3. t. ii. p. 692. 
Diod. Sic. lib. 1 1. p. 3. ' Herodot. lib. 9. c. 12. '* Id. 

lib. 7. c. 157. 
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yisions for the whole army during the war : — but 1 
require one condition ; which is^ to be named gene- 
ralisaimo of the forces both by sea and land/' 

'^ Oh ! how indignant would be the shade of 
Agamemnon/' hastily replied Syagrue, " were he 
to learn that the Lacedaemonians have been de- 
prived by Gelon and the Syracusans of the honour 
of commanding the armies of Greece ! No, never 
will Sparta yield to you that prerogative. If you 
wish to succour Greece, it is from us you must re- 
ceive commands ; if you pretend to give them, keep 
your soldiers." — '' Syagrus/' said the king with 
cahnness, '^ I do not forget that we are bound by 
the ties of hospitality ; do you, on your part, recol- 
lect, that insulting words serve but to exasperate. 
The haughtiness of your answer shall not make me 
overstep the bounds of moderation ; and though, by 
my power, I have more right than you to the su* 
{Nreme command, I propose to you to share it. 
Choose that of the land army or of the fleet ; I will 
accept either." 

'' The Greeks," instantly replied the Athenian 
ambassador, '' do not ask a general but troops. I 
was silent on your first claims, which it became 
Syagrus to contest : but I declare, that if the Lace- 
dsBmonians yield up any part of the command, it 
by right devolves on the Athenians.''^ 

On these words, Gelon dismissed the ambassa- 

' Herodot. lib. 7. c. 161. 
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dors^ and lost no time in sending off to Delphi a 
person of the name of Cadmus^ with orders to wait 
there the event of the battle ; to withdraw if the 
Greeks were victors ; and, if vanquished, to offer 
to Xerxes the homage of his crown, accompanied 
with rich presents." 

Nor were the greater part of the negociations 
set on foot by the confederate cities attended with 
any better success. The inhabitants of Crete 
consulted the oracle, which commanded them not 
to interfere in the affairs of Greece.' The Corcy- 
reans fitted out sixty galleys, which they sent to 
sea, with orders to remain peaceably on the south- 
em coast of Peloponnesus, and to declare in favour 
of the conquerors.^ The Thessalians, who, by the 
influence of several of their chiefs, had been hitherto 
engaged on the part of the Medes, signified to the 
council, that they were ready to guard the pass of 
Mount Olympus, which leads from the lower Mace- 
donia into Thessaly, if the other Greeks would 
second their efforts." Ten thousand men were im- 
mediately sent off, under the command of Evaene- 
tus of Lacedaemon, and Themistocles of Athens. 
They arrived on the banks of the Peneus, and en- 
camped with the Thessalian cavalry, at the entrance 
of the vale of Tempe; but learning, some days 
after, that the Persian army could penetrate into 

■ Herodot. lib. 7. c. 163. * Id. ibid. c. 169. "f Id. ibid, 

c. 168. Diod. Sic. lib. 11. p. 13. * Id. ibid, c. 172. 
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Thessaly by an easier road^ and some deputies of 
Alexander, king of Macedon, apprizing them of the 
danger of their situation, they retired towards the 
isthmus of Corinth; and the Thessalians deter- 
mined to make their peace with the Persians. 

There remained then, for the defence of Gi*eece, 
only a small number of states and cities. Themis- 
tocles was the soul of their councils, and supported 
their hopes ; alternately employing persuasion and 
address, prudence and activity; actuating every 
mind, less by the force of eloquence, than by his 
strength of character ; ever directed himself by a 
genius uncultivated by art, and which nature had 
destined to govern men and events, — a kind of in- 
stinct, whose sudden inspirations unveiled to him 
every thing he had to hope or dread for the present 
or the future.* 

For some years past he had foreseen that the 
battle of Marathon was but the prelude of the wars 
with which the Greeks were menaced ; that they 
never had been in greater danger than since their 
victory ; that to secure the superiority they had 
acquired, they must abandon the methods by which 
it had been obtained ; that they would always be 
masters of the continent, could they but be so of 
the sea; and that, in short, a time would come 
when the general safety would depend on that of 



» Thucyd. lib. 1. c 138. Plut. in Themist. t. i. p. 112. Nep. 
in Themist c. 1, &c. 
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Athens^ and the safety of Athens on tiie number of 
her Bhips. 

In consequence of these reflections^ equally new 
and important^ he had undertaken to effect a total 
change in the ideas of the Athenians^ and to turn 
their views to the establishment of a navy. Two 
circumstances enabled him to execute his plan. 
The Athenians were at war with the inhabitants of 
the iriand of iEgina; tliey had to divide at the 
same time considerate sums arising from their 
alver mines. He persuaded them to forego this 
distribution^ and to build two hundred galleys^ 
either to attack the JSginsstsB^ or to defend them* 
selves against the future attacks of the Persians.^ 
These galleys were in the pOTts of Attica at the 
time of the invasion of Xerxes. 

Whilst this prince was continuing his march^ 
it was rescued in the council of the Isthmus^ that 
a body of troops, under the command of «Leonidas> 
king of Spaito^ dioold take poc»ession of the pass 
of Tbermopjfo^ intuate brtween Thensaly and 
Locris/ and that the fleet of the Greeks should 
wait for ttmt of tlie Persians in the adjoining seas» 
im a strait formed by the coasts of Thessaly and 
Eubcea. 

The Athenians^ who were to fit out a hundred 
and twenty-^seven galleys^ alleged tlmt they had 

^ Herodot. lib. 7. c. 144. Thucyd. lib. 1. c. 14. Plut in 
Themist. t. i. p. 113. "" Herodot. lib. 7. c. 175. Diod. Sic. 

lib. 11. p. 4, 
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more right to the command of the fleet than the 
Lacedaemonians^ who furnished only ten.* But 
seeing that the allies threatened to withdraw unless 
they were headed by a Spartan, they desisted from 
their claim. Eurybiades was elected general, and 
had under him Themistocles and the leaders of the 
other nations.^ 

The fleet, consisting of two hundred and eighty 
vessels/ repaired to the place of its destination, and 
remained on the coasts of Euboea, in a strait 
named Artemisium. 

Leonidas, having been informed of the choice 
of the council, foresaw his &te, and submitted to it 
with that greatness of soul which then characterized 
his nation. He chose, to accompany him, only 
three hundred Spartans, who equalled him in cou- 
rage, and with whose sentiments he was perfectly 
acquainted.' The ephori having represented to 
him Aat so smaU a number of soldiers could not 
suffice : — ^^ They are very few," answered he, '^ to 
stop the progress of the enemy, but too many lor 
the object they have in view/' — '^ And what then is 
that object ?" demanded the ephori. — ^' Our duty,*^ 
replied be, ^^ is to defend the pass ; our resolution^ 
t6 perish in it. Thre^ hundred victims suffice for 
the honour of Sparta. She would be irreparably 
lost should she intrust me with aU her warriors ; for 

^ Herodot. lib. 8. c. I. Isocr. Panalh. t ii. p. ^5. • Plut 
in Themist. p. 115. ' Herodot. lib. 8. c. 1. ^ Id. lib. 7. 

c. a05. 
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I am convinced that not a single man among them 
would even think of flight/'** 

Some days after^ Lacedsemon exhibited a spec- 
tacle which it is impossible to recollect without 
emotion. The companions of Leonidas previously 
honoured his death and their own by a funeral 
combat^ at which their fathers and mothers attended.' 
The ceremony ended^ they left the city, followed 
by their relations and friends, from whom they re- 
ceived an eternal farewell ; at which time the wife 
of Leonidas asking him his last wishes : — '' I wish 
you/' said he to her, '' a husband worthy of you, 
and children who may resemble him.'*^ 

Leonidas hastened his march; since he was 
anxious, by his example, to retain in their duty 
several cities ready to declare for the Persians.* 
He passed through the country of the Thebans, 
whose fidelity was suspected, but who nevertheless 
furnished him with four hundred men ; after which 
he proceeded on his march, and encamped at 
Thermopylae." 

Soon after arrived successively a thousand sol- 
diers from Tegea and Mantinea, a hundred and 
twenty from Orchomenus, a thousand from the other 
cities of Arcadia, four hundred from Corinth, two 



^ Diod. Sic. lib. 11. p. 4. Plut. Lacon. Apophth. t ii. p. 225. 
* Plat de HerodoU Malign, t ii. p. 866. ^ Id. ibid.; et 

Lacon. Apophth. t. ii. p. 225. ' Herodot. lib. 7. c. 206. 

■ Id. ibid. c. 205. Diod. Sic. lib. 11. p. 5. 
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hundred from Phlius^ eighty from M ycens^ seven 
hundred fromThespiae^ and a thousand from Phocis. 
The little nation of the Locrians repaired to the 
camp with all its forces.* 

This detachment^ which amounted to about 
seven thousand men^* was to be followed by the 
whole army of the Greeks. The Lacedaemonians 
were detained at home by a festival; the other 
allies were preparing for the solemnity of the 
Olympic games; and all imagined that Xerxes vras 
yet far distant from Thermopylae.** 

This pass is the only road by which an army 
can penetrate from Thessaly into Locris^ Phocis^ 
Boeotia^ Attica, and the adjacent countries.^ It 
will be necessary to give a succinct description 
of it. 

On quitting Phocis to go into Thessaly,f we pass 
by the little country of the Locrians^ and arrive at 
the town of Alpenus^ situate by the sea.'i As it 
stands at the entrance of the strait^ it has been for- 
tified in these modem times.' 

The road at first is only wide enough for the 
passage of a waggon ;' but it afterwards enlarges 
itself between morasses formed by the waters of the 
sea,^ and almost inaccessible rocks, which terminate 

» Herodot lib. 7. c. 202. * See note VII. at the end of the 
Yolome. ^ Herodot. lib. 7. c. 206. ^ Lay. lib. 36. c. 15. 

+ See the map. "^ Herodot lib. 7. c. 176. ' JEachm. de 

Fals. Legat p. 416. • Herodot. lib. 7. c 176, • Id. ibid. 

Pausan. lib. 7. c. 15. p. 558. 

VOL. I. Y 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



904 INTRODUCTION. 

the chain of moontaiiis knowA by the name of 

Scarcely have we left Alpenus^ before we dis- 
cover on the left a stone consecrated to Hercules 
Melampygus ; and fall in with a path which leads to 
the mimmit of the mountain/ Of this path I shall 
soon have occasion to speak. 

Farther on^ the traveller crosses a current of hot 
water^ whence this place has ncquiried the name of 
Thermopylae.^ 

Near to this stream is the town of Anthela; and 
in the plain which surrounds it, a small eminence^' 
and a temple of Oeres^ in which the Amphictyoos 
annuatty hoM one of thrir tosemfalieB. 

On coming out of the plain^ we meet vnth a 
road^ or rather causeway^ only about seven or eight 
feet wide. This part is particularly to be noticed. 
The Phocians had formerly built a vrall here^ to 
protect their country from the inroads of the Tbes- 



After passing the Phcenix^ which at last fidb 
into the Asopus^ a river that rises in an a(^ining 
valley^ we come to the last defile^ half 'a pletlirum in 
breadth.* 

The road then vndens as fiBLrasTrachinia/whidi 
takes its name from the city of Trachis^^ and is in- 

■ Strab. lib. 9. p. 4^. Lir. lib. 36. c. 15. * Herodbt. 

lib. 7. c. 216. y Id", ibid. c. 176, Strab. Uv. &c » Id. 

ibid, c 225. ' Id. ibid. c. 176. * Fifteen or sixteen yards. 
* Herodot. lib. 7. c. 199. 
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habited by the Maliaiis.'' This cQuatry preseots the 
traveller with jBxtensiye plains v^atered by Ithe Sper- 
chius and other river^. To thf5 pa^t pf Tracbis pow 
9jtaiid9 the city of Heiraclea, which did npt exist in 
the time of Xerxes/ 

The whole strait from the defile before we arrive 
at Alpenus to that which is beyond the PhcBnix> 
may be about forty-eight stadia in length.* Its 
breadth varies almost at every step ; but through its 
whole extent it is shiit in on one ^ide by steep 
mountains^ and on the other by the sea or im^- 
penetraUe morajases.'' The road is o£t^ destroyed 
by the torrents^ or by stagnant waters/ 

Leonidas posted his little army near Anthela/ 
cebuilt the wafi of the Phocians^ and dispatched a 
few advanced troops to defend the approaches. Put 
it was not sufficient to guard the passage at the foot 
of the mountain ; there was on the mountain itself 
a path^ which^ beginning at the plain of Trachis^ 
terminated^ after various windings, near the town of 
Alpenus. Leonidas entrusted the defence of this 
path to ^e thousand Phocians he bad with bim^ 
and who took post on the heights of mount XEta.^ 

Scarcely were these dispositions compl^ed^ <be- 
fore the army of Xerxes was discovered; spreading 

^ Thucyd. lib. 3. c, .99. Palmer. Exercit. in Qptim. Aut 
p. 275. •* Thucyd. lib. 3. c. 92. * About two leagues. 

« Pausan. lib. 10. p. 849. ' Strab. lib. 9. p. 428. ^ Pausan. 
lib. 7. p. 558. Lit. lib. 36. c. 15. ^ Herodot. lib. 7. c. 75. 

et 217. 

y2 
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itself over Trachinia^ and covering the plain with 
its innumerable tents.' At sight of this the Greeks 
deliberated on the measures to be adopted. The 
greater part of the generals were for retiring to the 
Isthmus; but Leonidas rejecting this counsel^ they 
contented themselves with dispatching couriers to 
hasten the succours of the allied cities.^ 

A Persian horseman now appeared, sent by 
Xerxes to reconnoitre the enemy. The advanced 
post of the Greeks was that day composed of the 
Spartans^ some of whom were exercising themselves 
in wrestlings others combing their hair; for in similar 
dangers their first care is to decorate their heads. 
The horseman was permitted to approach to num- 
ber them^ and to retire without any person deigning 
to pay attention to him. As the wall concealed 
from him the rest of the army^ he only gave an ac- 
count to Xerxes of the three hundred men he had 
seen at the entrance of the defile.' 

The Idng, astonished at the tranquillity of the 
LacedsemonianSs waited a few days to give them 
time for reflection."' On the fifth day he wrote to 
Leonidas : ^^ If thou vfilt submit to my power^ I 
will give thee the empire of Greece." Lieonidas an- 
swered : '^ I rather choose to die for my country 
than to enslave it/' A second letter from the king 
contained only these words : *^^ Surrender thy arms.*' 

* Herodot lib. 7. c. 201. ^ Id, ibid, c 207. * Id. ibid, 

c. 208. » Id. ibid. c. 210. 
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Leonidas wrote underneath : '^ Come and take 
them/'- 

Xerxes, transported with rage, immediately 
gave orders for the M edes and Cissians to march/ 
commanding them to take these men alive, and in- 
stantly to bring them to him. Some soldiers run- 
ning to Leonidas, said to him : '' The Persians are 
near us/' To which he coolly replied : ^^ Rather 
say that we are near the Persians/'*' He immedi- 
ately advanced out of his entrenchment, with the 
choicest of his troops, and gave the signal for battle. 
The M edes rushed on with fury : their first ranks 
fell covered with wounds ; and those who replaced 
them quickly experienced the same fate. The 
Greeks, pressing close against each other, and 
covered with large bucklers, presented an impene- 
trable front of long pikes, and a phalanx which 
fresh troops successively attempted in vain to break. 
After several fruitless attacks, the Medes were seized 
with a panic : they fled, and were relieved by the 
chosen body of the ten thousand immortals com- 
manded by Hydames.*" The action now became 
more bloody : the valour each side displayed was 
perhaps equal ; but the Greeks had in their favour 
the advantage of situation, and the superiority of 
arms. The pikes of the Persians were too short, 
and their bucklers too small / they lost a great 

» Plut. Lacon. Apophth. t. ii. p. 225. • Herodot. lib. 7. 

c 210. P Plat. Lacon. Apophth. t. ii. p. 225. ^ Diod. 

Sic. lib. 11. p. 7. ' Herodot. lib. 7. c211. 
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number of men ; and Xerxes, witness of their flight, 
leaped, it is said, more than once from his chariot, 
aild trembled for his army. 

The next day the attack was renewed, but with 

so tittle success on the part of the Persians, that 

Xerxes despaired of forcing the passage. His 

proud and pusillanimous mind was agitated by 

anxiety and shame ; when an inhabitant of those 

districts, named Epialtes, came to discover to him 

the fatal path by which he might turn the flank of 

the Grecians. XetxeS, transported with joy, ihi- 

mediately detached Hydames with the ct)rps of the 

immortals." Epialtes served thert as a guide. They 

began their march as night c&me on, made their 

way tht*ough the forest of oaks which covered the 

sides of the mountains, and arrived near the spot 

where Lebnidas had posted a detachment of his 

army. 

Hydarnes took this for a body of Spartans, but, 
e'ncouraged by Epialtes, who knew the Phocians, 
prepared to attack them. After a slight defence, 
they took refuge on the adjoining heights, leaving 
the Persians to pursue their march. 

Daring the night Leonidas had been informed 
6f theit project by some deserters who had escaped 
firotn the camp of Xerxes : and the next morning 
Iciamt their success by the arrival of the centinels 

* Herodot. lib. 7. c. 215. Diod. Sic Irb. 11. p. 7. Strab. lib. 1. 
p. 10. 
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stationed on the top of the mountain. At this 
dreadful news the leaders of the Greeks assemblfsd. 
As some of them proposed to retreat from Ther- 
mopylae^ and others to remain^ Leonidas conjured 
them to reserve themselves for more fortunate op- 
portunities^ but declared that as for himself and his 
companicms^ it vras not permitted them to quit a post 
that Sparta had confided to their care.^ The Thes- 
pians protested that they would not abandon the 
Spartans; and the four hundred Thebans^ either 
voluntarily or through necessity^ adopted the same 
resolution :"* the remainder of the army had time to 
march out of the defile. 

In the mean time Leonidas prepared for the 
most daring of enterprises. '' It is not here/' said 
he to his companions^ '^ that we must fight^ we must 
march to the tent of Xerxes, sacrifice the invader, 
or perish in the midst of his camp." His soldiers 
answered only by a shout of joy. He then made 
them take a frugal repast, adding : '^ We shall soon 
take another with Phito.'' Expressions like these 
, could not but leave a profound impression on their 
minds. When on the point of attacking the enemy, 
he was moved with the fate of two Spartans, united 
to him by blood and friendship ; to the first he gave 
a letter, and to the second a secret commission for 
the magistrates of Lacedasmoa. '^ We came not 

* Uerodot. lib. 7. c. 220. JtMtin. lib. 2. c4 1. ■ Id. ibid. c. 232. 
Plut. de Malign. HerodoU t. ii. p. S65. 
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here/' replied they, ''to carry orders, but to fight;" 
and, without waiting for his answer, took their 
places in the ranks assigned to them/ 

In the middle of the night, the Greeks, with 
Leonidas at their head, issued out of the defile, ad- 
vanced with hasty steps through the plain, over- 
threw the advanced posts, and penetrated to the 
tent of Xerxes, who had already taken flight. They 
entered the adjoining tents, spread over the camp, 
and glutted themselves with carnage. The terror 
they inspired was increased at every step, and every 
instant, with the most dreadful circumstances. Con- 
fused rumours and lamentable cries announced that 
the troops of Hydarnes were cut off, and that the 
whole army must soon be destroyed by the com- 
bined forces of Greece. The most courageous of 
the Persians, no longer able to hear the voice of 
their generals, nor knowing whither to bend their 
steps or to direct their blows, threw themselves at 
random into the battle^ and were perishing by the 
hands of each other, when the first rays of the sun 
enabled them to discover the inconsiderable number 
of the victors. They instantly formed, and attacked 
the Greeks on all sides. Leonidas fell beneath a 
shower of darts. The contest for the honour of 
carrying off his body brought on a terrible conflict 
between his companions and the most expert and 

""Diod. Sic. lib. 11. p. 8. Plut. de Maligo. Herodot t 
ii. p. 866. Id. LftcoD. Apophth. t. ii. p, 225. Justm. Oib. 2. 
ell. 
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hardy warriors of the Persian army. Two brothers 
of Xerxes, a multitude of Persians, and several 
Spartans, there lost their lives. At length the 
Greeks, though spent and enfeebled by their losses, 
carried off their general, four times repulsing the 
enemy in their retreat; and after regaining the de- 
file, cleared the entrenchment, and took post on the 
little eminence near Anthela; where they still de- 
fended themselves for some time, both against the 
troops in their pursuit, and those brought against 
them by Hydames from the other side of the 
strait.' 

Pardon, generous shades, the feebleness of my 
expressions. I offered you a worthier homage when 
I visited that eminence on which you breathed your 
last; when, leaning on one of your tombs, I bathed 
with my tears the places stained with your blood. 
But, after all, what is it that eloquence can add to 
so sublime and so extraordinary a sacrifice? The 
memory of your heroic deeds will remain longer 
than the Persian empire which you resisted : and 
to the end of ages your example will produce in 
every heart that loves its country the rapture or the 
enthusiasm of admiration. 

Before the action was terminated, it is said that 
some Thebans surrendered to the Persians." The 
Thespians shared in the exploits and fate of the 
Spartans, yet the glory of the Spartans has almost 

y Herodot. lib. 7. c. %%5. ' Id. ibid. c. 2SS. 
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eclipsed that of the Thespians. Amongst the causes 
which have influenced the public opinion, it must 
be observed that the resolution to perish at Ther- 
mopyle was^ with the former, a plan conceived, 
determined on, and pursued with as much coolness 
as constancy ; whereas it was but a sally of bravery 
and virtue in the latter, when stimulated by ex- 
ample. The Thespians only rose superior to other 
men, because the Spartans rose superior to them- 
selves. 

Lacedasmon prides herself in the death of her 
warriors. Every thing that relates to them justly 
engages the attention. Whilst they were at Ther- 
mopylae, a Trachinian, to impress them with a high 
idea of the numerous army of Xerxes, said to' them, 
that the number of their arrows was sufficient to 
obscure the sun. So much the better, replied the 
. Spartan Dieneces; we shall then fight in the shade.* 
Another, sent by Leonidas to Lacedaemon, was de- 
tained in the town of Alpenus by at defluxion in 
his eyes. On being told that the detachment of 
Hydarnes was descending from the mountain, and 
entering the defile, he instantly flew to arms, order- 
ed his slave to conduct him to the enemy, attacked 
at random, and obtained the death to which he 
aspired.* 

Two other Greeks, who had been absent like- 
wise by order of the general, were, on their return, 

• Herod, lib. 7. c. 2^6. ^ Id, ibid, c. 229. 
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suspected of not having exerted every effort to be 
present at the battle. Such a suspicion covered 
them with infamy; The one slew himself; the only 
resource of the other was to lose his life^ some time 
after, at the batde of Platsea.' 

The death of Leonidas and his companions pro- 
duced a greater effect than the most brilliant vic- 
tory; it taught the Greeks the secret of their power, 
and the Persians that of their weakness.** Xerxes, 
dismayed at finding himself at the head of such a 
number of men, but so few soldiers, was not less 
alarmed to learn that Greece posseissed a multitude 
of defenders, no less intrepid than the Thespians, 
and eight thousand Spartans as brave «as those who , 
had now sacrificed their lives.* On the other hand, 
the astonishttient with which they had filled the 
Greeks, soon changed into a violent desire to imi- 
tate them. The ambition of glory, die love of their 
country, all the virtues were carried to their highest 
elevation, and the minds of men exalted to a degree 
hitfierto unknown. This was the time for gre^t 
actions, and not that which should be chosen for 
imposing chains upon, nations, animated vnA such 
nobfe sentiments. 

While Xerxes was at Thermopyte, his fleet, 
afi:er meetitig vrith a tempest on Ahe coasts of 
Magnesia, which destroyed four hundred gaH^s, 
and a great number of transports,' had continued its 

« Herodot lib. 7. c. 231 et 232. * Diodor. Sic. lib. 11. 
p. 10. « Herodot. lib. 7. c. 210 et 234. ^ Id. ibid. c. 190. 
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course, and anchored near the city of Aphetae, 
only at the distance of eighty stadia from that of 
the Greeks/ stationed to defend the passage be- 
tween Eubcea and the main land. Here, though 
with some variation of success, were repeated, 
both in the attack, and the defence, several of the 
circumstances which preceded and accompanied the 
attack of Thermopylae.*' 

The Greeks, at the approach of the enemy's 
fleet, resolved to abandon the strait; but Themis- 
tocles retained them .* Two hundred Persian vessels 
sailed round the Isle of Euboea, and were proceed- 
ing to shut in the Greeks, when a second tempest 
dashed them to pieces on the rocks.*" In the course 
of three days several engagements took place, in 
which the Greeks almost always obtained the ad- 
vantage: at length they learned that the pass of 
Thermopylae was forced, and immediately they re- 
treated to the Isle of Salamis.* 

During this retreat, Themistocles landed on 
those coasts to which the crews of the enemy's 
vessels might be expected to resort on account of 
the springs of water. He there left inscriptions, 
addressed to the lonians in the army of Xerxes, 
reminding them that they were the descendants of 
those Greeks against whom they now bore arms. 
His intention was to induce them to abandon the 

» Id. lib. 8. c. 8. ^ Diod. Sic. lib. 11. p. 11. * Herod, 
lib. 8. c. 4 el 5. Diod. Sic. lib. 11. p. 11. ^ Herodot. ibid, 
c. 7 et 13. * Id. ibid. c. 21. 
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party of that prince, or at least to render them 
suspected." 

In the mean time the army of the Greeks took 
its station on the Isthmus of Corinth, and now 
thought only of disputing the entrance into Pelopon- 
nesus." This project disconcerted the views of the 
Athenians, who had hitherto flattered themselves 
that Bceotia, not Attica, would be the seat of war. 
Abandoned by their allies, perhaps they would 
have abandoned themselves. But Themistocles, 
who foresaw every future contingency, without 
dreading any, as he provided for every event, had 
adopted such prudent measures, that this very 
event served only to justify the system of defence 
which he had conceived from the beginning of the 
Median war. 

In public and in private, he represented to the 
Athenians that it was time to quit those places 
which the vengeance of Heaven had determined to 
resign to the fury of the Persians ; that the fleet 
offered them a secure asylum,. and that they would 
find a new home wherever they could preserve their 
liberty. These discourses he seconded by oracles 
which he had obtained from the Pythia : and when 
the people were assembled, an incident contrived 
by Themistocles finally determined them to em- 
brace his advice. Some priests declared that the 
sacred serpent fed in the temple of Minerva had 

■ Herodot lib. 8. c. 22. Justin, lib. 2. c. 12. Plut in Them, 
p. 116. "" Herodot. ibid. c. 40. Isocr. Panag. t. i. p. 166. 
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lately disappeared.'' The goddess forsalces ber 
abode ! exclaimed they ; Why should we del^y to 
follow her? The people immediately passed fhe 
following decree proposed by Theroistocles : ''That 
the city should be put under the protection of 
Minerva; that all the inhabitants able tobear9rin9 
should go on board the ships ; and th^t each iac^- 
vidud should provide for the sa£ety of his wife> bis 
children^ and slaves."' The people were so ani- 
mated^ that on coming out of the assembly tbey 
stoned to death Cyrsilus^ who b^d ventured to pro- 
pose submission to the Persians, and inflicted the 
same punishment on the wife of that orajtor.'i 

The execution of this decree presented a niost 
affecting scene. The inhabitants of Attica, ob- 
liged to quit their homes^ their fields, the temples 
of their gods, and the tombs, of their ancestors, 
made the plains resound with their doleful cries. 
The aged, whom their infirmities rendered it im- 
possible to convey from the city, were unable to 
tear themselves from the arms of their disconsolaite 
families ; the men capable of serviiig the republic 
received on the sea-shore the farewell and lameoita- 
tions of their wives, iheir children, and those to 
whom they owed their being:' they made them 
hastily embark in vessels prep^ed to convey thetm 

"" Herod, lib. 8. c. 41. Piut. in Themist. p. 1 1 6. p Plut in 
Themist. p. 1 16. «» Demosth. de Cor. p. 507. ' Plut in 

Themist. p. 117. 
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to JEginsi, Trcezen, and Salamis/ and themselves 
imtnediately went on board the fleets overwhelmed 
with an excess of affliction which WMted only for 
the moment of revenge. 

Xerxes was at this time preparing to leave the 
Straits of Thermopyls. The flight of the Orecian 
fleet had revi¥ed «U his haughtiness ; and he hoped 
to find among them that temn* and discouragement 
which the slightest reverse of fortune occasioned in 
his own mind. Thus circumstanced^ some Ar- 
cadian deserters repaired to his army, and were 
admitted into his presence. They were asked in 
what manner the states of Peloponnesus were em- 
ployed. '' They are celebrating the Olympic 
games/' answered they ; '"^ and are busied in dis- 
tributing crovnis to the victors/' One of the chiefs 
of the army instantly exclaiming^ ^^We are led 
thenagoanst men who fight only for glory V* Xerses 
reproached him with his cowardice ; and consider- 
ing the security of the Greeks as an insult^ hastened 
his departure.^ 

He entered Phocis. The inhabitants determined 
to sacrifice every thing rather than betray the com- 
mon cause. Some took refuge on Mount Parnassus ; 
others in a neighbouring state: their fidds w^e 
ravaged^ and their cities destroyed by fire and 
sword. BcBotia submitted^ except Platcea and 
TJiespise^ which were razed to their foundations." 

• Herodot lib. 8. cap. 41. Pausan. lib. % p. 185. * Id, 

ibid. cap. 26. " Id. ibid. cap. 5a 
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After having laid waste Attica^ Xerxes entered 
Athens^ where he found a few wretched old men 
expecting deaths and a small number of citizens^ 
who^ on the fidth of some ill-interpreted oracles^ had 
resolved to defend the citadel. For several days 
they repulsed the redoubled attacks of the besiegers ; 
but in the end some threw themselves from the top 
of the walls^ and others were massacred in the holy 
places^ where they had in vain sought for an asy- 
lum. The city was abandoned to pillage^ and de- 
voted to the flames/ 

The Persian fleet lay at anchor in the road of 
Phalerum/ distant twenty stadia from Athens;* 
that of the Greeks along the coast of Salamis. This 
island^ situate opposite to Eleusis^f forms a spa- 
cious bay^ which is entered by two straits ; the one 
to the eastward on the side of Attica; the other to 
the west on that of M egaris. The former, at the 
entrance of which is the little island Psyttalia, may, 
in some places, be from seven to eight stadia in 
breadth,;]; and in others much wider; the latter is 
not so broad. 

The burning of Athens made such an impression 
on the Greeks, that the greater part of them resolved 
to approach the Isthmus of Corinth, where the land 
troops were entrenched. Their departure was fixed 
for the next day/ 

* Herodot lib. 8. cap. 53. Pausan. lib. 10. c. 35. p. 887. 
' Herodot. lib. 8. cap. 67. Pausan. lib. 8. cap. 10. p. 610. * A 
short league. i See the plan of the battle of Salamis. | Nearly 
a mile. * Herodot. lib. 8. cap. 56, 
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During the night* Themistocles waited oa 
Eurybiades^ the commander-in-chief of the fleet/ 
and warmly represented to him, that if, in the con- 
sternation that had taken possession of the soldiers, 
he conducted them to places favourable to deser- 
tion, as his authority would not be sufficient to 
keep them on board the vessels, he would soon 
find himself without an army, and Greece be de- 
prived of all defence. 

In consequence of this suggestion, Eurybiades. 
summoned his generals to the council. AU of them 
exclaimed against the proposition of Themistodes; 
all, irritated at his obstinacy^ proceeded to offensive 
language and insulting menaces. While he was 
repelling with anger these indecent and tumultuous 
attacks, he saw the Lacedaemonian general ap- 
proach him with his uplifted cane. He made a 
pause, and said to him without emotion : '' Strike, 
but hear."^ This greatness of mind astonished the 
Spartan, and occasioned a general silence ; when 
Themistocles, resuming his superiority, but care- 
fully avoiding to throw the least suspicion on the 
fiddity of the chiefs and troops, drew a lively pic- 
ture of the advantages of the post they occupied, 
and the dangers of that they wished to take : — 
" Here/' said he, " enclosed within a strait, we 
shall present a front equal to that of the enemy. 

* The night between the 18th and 19th of October of the 
year 480 before Christ. • Herodot. lib. 8, c. 57. ** Plut. 

in Themist. p. 117. 
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Further on^ the innumerable fleet of the Persians, 
having room to extend itself, will surround us on 
all sides. By fighting at Salamis^ we shall preserve 
that island in which are our wives and children ; 
we shall preserve the island of iHgina and the city 
of Megara, whose inhabitants are members of the 
confederation : if we retire to the Isthmus^ we shall 
lose these important places^ and you^ Eurybiades, 
will have to reproach yourself with having drawn 
the enemy on the coasts of Pek)p(»iiiesus.'"' 

At these words Adimantus^ chief of the CoriB- 
thians^ an avowed partisan of the contrary opinion> 
again had recourse to insuk. ^' Is it for a man/' 
said he, '^ who has neither home nor habitation^ to 
give laws to Greece? Let litenuistodes reserve 
his counsels for the time when he shall be able to 
flatter himself he has a country." — What then!" 
^rdaims Themistocles, ^' shall any man dare, in 
the presence of the Greeks, to impute to us as 
a crime, that we have abandoned a usdioss pile of 
stones to avoid slavery? Wretched Adimantus I 
Athens is destroyed, but the Athenians stiU exist * 
they possess a country a thousand tim«a more flou* 
rtshivg than yours, in these two busdzed vessela 
that belong to them, and which I coiQSiiaiid: I still 
offer them; but they shaft remain whtfct^th^ aow 
are. If their assistance be refused, be the Gr«dt 
who now hears me whom he may, he shall soon 

"^ Herodot. lib. 8. cap. 61. Diod. Sic. lib. 11. p. 13. 
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learn that, the Athenians possess a city more opu- 
lent^ and fields more fertile^ than those which they 
hare lost/"* And addressing himself immediately 
to Eurybiades : " It now/* said he, " lies with 
you to choose between the honour of saving Greece, 
or the disgrace of having caused its ruin. I only 
declare to you, that after your departure we wffl 
embark oor wives and children, and proceed to 
Italy, to found a power heretofore promised u6 by 
the oracle. When yoii shall have lost such aBies 
as the Athenians, you will perhaps call to remem- 
brance the words of Themistocles/'* 

The commanding firmness of the Athenian ge- 
neral waa of such effect, that Eurybiades gave 
orders that the fleet should not quit the sborea of 
Salamis. 

Similar consultations were held at the same time 
in both the leets. Xerxes had convoked on board 
one of his vessels the leaders of the particular divi- 
sions of whkh ]m naval armament was comfposed. 
These were the kingsof Sidony Tyre, Gilieitt> CypruSit 
and a number of other petty sovereigns or despots^ 
dependents or tribiitftriesr of Perda. In this augost 
assemfaiy appeared also Artemisia, queeft of lUi- 
cwnwBiwaand some nei^bonriiig ishAds; apriBcess 
whon none of the geneorab sarpdssed in courage, 
B6f eqvaHed in ptodfeiice;^ who had followed Xer- 



' Herod^t. m 8. «vp. 61. Pkit. i* Tbem. p; 117. « He* 
rbdot. lilh 8. Q»f. 52. ^ Id. ibid* cap. 101. 

z 2^ 
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xes without compulsion^ and might speak the truth 
to him without giving him offence. The question 
for deliberation was proposed ; which was, whether 
they should make a new attack on the Grecian fleet. 
Mardonius arose to collect the suffrages. 

The king of Sidon, and the greater part of those 
who voted after him, being informed of the inten- 
tions of the great king, declared themselves for the 
battle. But Artemisia thus addressed Mardonius : 
^' Repeat precisely to Xerxes what I am now about 
to say to you : — My lord, after what passed in the 
late naval fight, no person will suspect me of weak- 
ness or of cowardice. My zeal this day obliges me 
to give you a salutary counsel. Do not hazard 
a battle, the consequences of which would be use- 
less or fatal to your glory. Is not the principal 
object of your expedition accomplished? You are 
master of Athens, and you will soon be so of the 
rest of Greece. By keeping your fleet in action, 
that of your enemies, which is provided with sub- 
sistence only for a few days, will of itself disperse. 
Do you wish to accelerate that moment; send your 
vessels to the coasts of Peloponnesus; conduct your 
land forces towards the Isthmus of Corinth, and you 
will see the Grecian troops fly to the succour of 
their country. I dread a battle, because, so far 
from procuring advantages, it would endanger both 
your armies ; I dread it, because I know the supe- 
riority of the Grrecian navy. You are, my lord, 
the best of masters : but you have very wretched 
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servants. And what confidence, after all, can you 
place in that crowd of Egyptians, Cypriots, Cili- 
,cians, and Pamphilians, who fill the greatest part of 
your vessels ?''*^ 

M ardonius, having collected all the votes, made 
his report to Xerxes, who, after lavishing the 
highest encomiums on the queen of Halicarnassus, 
endeavoured to reconcile the advice of that princess 
with the opinion of the majority of the council. 
He gave orders that the fleet should advance to- 
wards the isle of Salamis, while the army marched 
to the Isthmus of Corinth.'' 

This step produced the eflFect foreseen by Arte- 
misia. The greater part of the generals of the 
Grecian fleet exclaimed that it was now time to 
hasten to the succour of Peloponnesus. The oppo- 
sition of the -^ginetae, Megareans, and Athenians, 
protracted the deliberation; but Themistocles at 
length perceiving that the contrary opinion was 
prevalent in the council,* made one eflFort more to 
prevent its consequences. 

A man was sent during the night* to give in- 
formation from him to the chiefs of the enemy's 
fleet, that part of the Greeks, and the general of 
the Athenians at their head, were disposed to declare 
in favour of the king ; that the remainder, seized 



« Herodot. lib. 8. c. 68. •• Id. ibid. c. 69 et 71. ' Ly- 

curg. in Leocr. p. 156. ♦ In the night between the 19ih and 

20ib of October of the year 480 before Christ. 
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with consternation^ were meditating a hasty retreat ; 
and that, enfeebled as they were by divisions, if 
they saw themselves suddenly surrounded by the 
Persian forces, they would be compelled to lay 
down their arms, or turn them against themselves.*" 

The Persians immediately advanced, under fa- 
vour of the darkness, and, after blocking up the 
avenues by which the Greeks might have escaped,^ 
they stationed four hundred men"* in the island of 
Psyttalia, situate between the continent and the 
eastern point of Salamis ; at which place the battle 
was to be fought." 

At this moment Aristides, whom Themistocles 
had some time before restored to the wishes of the 
Athenians,"" crossed from the isle of iHgina to the 
Grecian fleet. He had perceived this movement 
of the Persians ; and, as soon as he arrived at 
Salamis, repaired to the place where the generals 
were assembled, sent for Themistocles, and said to 
him : '' It is time to forget our idle and puerile 
dissensions. One only interest ought to animate 
us this day ; that of saving Greece ; you by giving 
orders, and I by carrying them into execution. Tell 
the Greeks that deliberation now is out of the 
question, and that the enemy has just made himself 
master of the passages that might &vour their 

^ Herodot. lib. 8. c. 75. Diod. Sic. lib. 11. p. 14. Plut. 
in Them. p. 118. Nep. in Them. c. 4. » iEschyl. in Pers. 
V. 366. Diod. Sic. lib. 1 1. p. 14. " Pausao. lib. 1. c. 36. 

p. 88. •» Herod, lib. 8. c. 76. • Plut. in Them. p. 1 J 7. 
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flight/' Themistocles, much affected with the 
noble conduct of Aristides^ discovered to him the 
stratagem he had employed to induce the Persians 
to act as they had done^ and requested him to enter 
the council.'' The relation of Aristides^ confirmed 
by other witnesses who successively arrived, broke 
up the assembly:, and the Greeks prepared for 
battle. 

By the reinforcements which both fleets had 
received, that of the Persians amounted to twelve 
hundred and seven vessels, and that of the Greeks 
to three hundred and eighty .« At break of day 
Themistocles embarked his soldiers. The Grecian 
fleet formed in the eastern strait; the Athe« 
nians were on the right/ and opposite to the Phoe- 
nicians; the left, composed of Lacedaemonians^ 
^ginetse, and Megareans, was opposed to the 
lonians.' 

Xerxes, wishing to animate his army by his 
presence, placed himself upon a neighbouring 
eminence, surrounded by secretaries who were to 
describe all the circumstances of the engagement.* 
As soon as he appeared, the two wings of the Per^ 
sians began to move, and advanced beyond the 
island of Psyttalia. They preserved their lines as 
long as they were able to extend them^ but were 

p Plut. in Them. p. 118 ; in Aristid. p. 323. «» Herod, 

lib. 7. c. 184. Id. lib. 8. c. 66 at 82. ' Id. lib. 8. c. 83. 

Diod. Sic. lib. 11. p. 15. • Id. ibid. c. 85. ' Id. ibid. c. 69 
et 90. Plut. in Them. p. 1 18. 
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compelled to break their order, as they approached 
the island and the continent."" Besides this dis- 
advantage, they had to contend with a contrary 
wind/ and the heaviness of their vessels, which 
were extremely unwieldy in manoeuvring, and 
which, so far from being able mutually to support, 
were perpetually embarrassing and striking against 
each other. 

The fate of the battle depended on the opera- 
tions of the right wing of the Greeks, and of the 
left of the Persians. There were placed the choicest 
forces of both fleets. The Phoenicians and Athe- 
nians alternately pressed and repulsed each other 
in the strait. Ariabignes, one of the brothers of 
Xerxes, conducted the former to the battle, as if he 
had been leading them to victory. Themistocles 
was present every where, and braved every danger. 
Whilst he was re-animating or moderating the 
ardour of his troops, Ariabignes advanced and 
showered on him, as from the summit of a rampart^ 
a cloud of darts and arrows. At this very instant 
an Athenian galley rushed with impetuosity on the 
Phoenician admiral: and the indignant young 
prince, leaping on board the galley, fell imme- 
diately covered with wounds.^ 

The death of their leader spread consternation 
among the Phoenicians, and the multitude of chiefs 



" Dioil Sic. lib. 11. p. 15. * Plut. in Them. p. 119. 

» Id. ibid. Herod, lib. 8. c. 39. 
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created a confusion that accelerated their destruc- 
tion. Their huge vessels^ driven on the rocks of 
the adjacent coasts^ dashed against each other^ and^ 
their sides being laid open by the beaks of the 
Athenian galleys^ covered the sea with wrecks : 
even the succours that were sent them served only 
to increase their confusion." In vain did the Cy- 
priots and the other nations of the east attempt to 
renew the battle : after a long resistance^ they dis- 
persed, and followed the example of the Phce- 
nicians."" 

Not content with this advantage, Themistocles 
led his victorious wing to the succour of the Lace- 
daemonians and the other allies, who were defend- 
ing themselves against the lonians. As the latter 
had read the inscriptions left by Themistocles on 
the coasts of Euboea, exhorting them to forsake the 
party of the Persians, it is alleged that some of 
them joined the Greeks during the engagement, or 
were only attentive to spare them. It is certain, 
however, that they in general fought with valour, 
nor thought of a retreat till they were attacked by 
the whole of the Grecian fleet. At this juncture, 
Artemisia, surrounded by enemies, and on the point 
of falling into the hands of an Athenian in close 
pursuit of her, had recourse to the expedient of 
sinking a vessel of the Persian fleet. The Athenian, 



' iEschyl. in Pers. v. 413. Herod, lib. 8. c. 80. * Diod. 

Sic. lib. 11. p. 16. 
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persuaded by this stratagem that the queen had 
deserted the cause of the Persians, desisted from 
the pursuit ; and Xerxes^ supposing that the vessel 
he saw go down belonged to the Greeks, could not 
refrain from remarking, that on this day the men 
had behaved like women, and the women Uke 
men.'* 

The Persian fleet retired to the port of Phalerum.* 
Two hundred of their vessels had been destroyed^ 
and a great number taken. The Greeks lost only 
forty galleys."* The battle was fought on the 
twentieth of Boedromion, in the first year of the 
seventy-fifth Olympiad.* 

The names of the nations and individuals who 
distinguished themselves the most are still pre- 
served. Among the fi>rmer were the Mginetad and 
the Athenians; among the latter, Polycritus of 
iEgina, and two Athenians, Eumenes and Ami- 
nias.* 

During the continuance of the battle^ Xerxes 
was agitated by joy, apprehension, and despair. 
He alternately lavished promises, and issued san- 
guinary orders ; making his secretaries enregister 
the names of those who signalized themselves in 
the action^ and his slaves put to death the officers 
who approached him to justify their conduct.^ At 

•» Herod, lib, 8. c. 88. *= Id. ibid. c. 91 et 93. •» Diod. 

Sic. lib. 11. p. 16. ♦ The 20th of October, of the year 480 

before Christ. Dodwell in Thucyd. p. 49. ' Herod, lib. 8. 

c. 93. ' Diod. Sic. lib. 11. p. 16. 
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lengthy no longer supported by hope or rage, he 
sunk into a state of profound dejection; and^ 
though he had forces sufficient to subdue the 
world, he saw his fleet ready to revolt, and the 
Greeks preparing to bum the bridge of boats he 
had thrown over the Hellespont. A speedy flight 
might have delivered him from these idle terrors ; « 
but some remains of a sense of decency or pride 
not allowing him to manifest so much weakness in 
the sight of his enemies and courtiers, he ordered 
preparations to be made for a new attack, and a 
causeway to be formed to join the island of Salamis 
to the continent. 

He next sent away a courier to Susa, as he had 
dispatched one after the taking of Athens. On the 
arrival of the first, the inhabitants of that vast city 
flocked to the temples, and burnt perfumes in the 
streets, which they had strewed with myrtle 
branches ; on the arrival of the second, they rent 
their garments, and every place resounded with 
cries, groans, exclamations of fear for the safety of 
the king, and imprecations against M ardonius, the 
first author of the war.* 

The Persians and Greeks were in expectation 
of a new battle ; but M ardonius was by no means 
satisfied with the orders given by Xerxes j he read 
in the soul of that prince nothing but the meanest 
sentiments combined with projects of revenge, to 

» Herodot. lib. 8. c. 97. •» Id, ibid. c. 99. 
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which he possibly might fall a victim. '' My lord/' 
said he^ approaching him^ '' deign to recal your 
courage : your expectations were not founded on 
your fleets but on that formidable army with 
which you have intrusted me. The Greeks are 
no more able to resist you now than heretofore : 
nothing can shelter them from the punishment 
due to their old offences^ and the fruitless ad- 
vantage they have lately gained. If we deter- 
mine on a retreat^ we shall for ever be the ob- 
jects of their derision ; and the opprobrium that 
has fallen on the Phoenicians^ the Egyptians^ and 
other nations who fought on board your vessels^ will 
recoil on your faithful Persians. Suffer me to pro- 
pose another method to save their glory and your 
own : I would advise you to lead back the greater 
part of your troops to Persia, and leave me three 
hundred thousand men, with whom I shall be able 
to reduce all Greece.'** 

Xerxes, who in his own mind was rejoiced at 
the proposal, assembled his council, called to it 
Artemisia, and requested her opinion on the project 
of Mardonius. The queen, disgusted no doubt 
with serving such a prince, and persuaded that 
there are conjunctures in which to deliberate implies 
a previous resolution, advised him to return as soon 
as possible to his dominions. I shall report part of 
her answer, to give an idea of the language of the 

* Herodot. lib. 8. c. 100. Justia. lib. 2. c. 13. 
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court of Susa : '' Leave to Mardonius the care of 
completing your work. If he succeeds^ yours will 
be all the glory ; if he perishes^ or is defeated, your 
empire will not, on that account, be shaken, nor 
Persia consider the loss of a batUe as any great 
misfortune, when you shall have secured your 
person /"" 

Xerxes no longer delayed. His fleet had orders 
to repair immediately to the Hellespont, and watch 
over the preservation of the bridge of boats ; * that of 
the Greeks pursued it as far as the isle of Andros. 
Themistocles and the Athenians wished to come up 
with it and then bum the bridge : but Eurybiades 
strongly representing, that far from shutting up the 
Persians in Greece, it was their interest, if possible, 
to procure them new passages to facilitate their re- 
treaty the army of the allies suspended the pursuit, 
and soon after proceeded to the port of Pagasae, 
where it passed the winter. 

Themistocles now procured secret intelligence 
to be conveyed to Xerxes, Some allege that wish- 
ing, in case of his disgrace, to secure himself an 
asylum at the court of that prince, he made a 
merit of having diverted the Greeks from their 
intended project of burning the bridgsc." Accord- 
ing to others, he warned the kiiig> that, unless 
he hastened his departure, the Greeks would cut 



^ Herodot lib. 8. c. 102. > li ibid. c. 107. ■ Id. ibid. 
Clio. 
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off his retreat to Asia." Be this as it may, some 
days after the battle of Salamts the king took 
the road to Tbessaly, where Mardonius sent 
into winter- quarters the three hundred thousand 
men that he had demanded^ and had chosen from 
the whole army.** Thence continuing his route^ be 
arrived on the borders of the Hellespont with a 
very inconsiderable number of troops/ the re- 
Hiainder, for wapit of provisions^ had perished by 
disorders, or disposed themselves over Macedonia 
and Thrace. To complete his misfortune, the 
bridge no longer remained, having been destroyed 
by a tempest. The king threw himself into a boat, 
passed the sea as a fugitive^* about six months after 
be had crossed it as a conqueror,'^ and repaired to 
Phrygia, to build sumptuous palaces, which be took 
care to fortify in case of attack.' 

The first care of the vietors, after the battle, 
was to transmit to Delphi the first fruits of the 
spoik they had divided. The genertk next pro- 
ceeded to the Isthmus of Corioth ; and, agreeaftlj 
to a custom, respectable finm its aatiquky, and stiK 
more so from the emulation it iniqpires^ asseinhied 
near the ahar of Neptune^ to decree cf owns to those 
among them who had mofi ecmtribiited to the vie*' 

* Phit m Thtmist. p. IdO. Ncfk m Thraakt, t. 5w DioA. 
Sic lib. 11. p. 16. <> Herodot lib. 8. c 113. >* Id. ibid, 

c. 115. * The 4th of December of the year 480 before Christ. 
Dodwtll, p. 50. ^Herodot Ub. 8. c. Met lis. ' Xeaoph. 

Exped. Cyr. lib. 1. p. %46. 
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tory. The decision was not pronounced^ each of 
the chiefs adjudging the first prize to himself, whilst 
the greater part of them allowed the second to be 
due to Themistocles. 

Though, in consequence^ it was impossible to 
dispute with him the first in the opinion of the 
pubUc^ he wished to obtain an eflFective testimony in 
his favour from the Spartans^ who received him at 
Lacedaemon witli that high reject they themselves 
merited^ and made him a participator in the honours 
they decreed to Eurybiades. A crown of olive was 
the reward of both. At his departure he received 
new ai^i^auses; a present was made him of the 
most beautiful chariot to be found in Lacedsemon ; 
and to bestow on him a distinction equally novel 
and illustrious^ three hundred youths on horseback^ 
chosen from the first families of Sparta^ were 
ordered to accompany him to the frontier of La- 
conia/ 

In the mean time Mardonius was preparing to 
terminate a wax so disgraceful to Persia. He added, 
,fre^ troops to those left him by Xerxes^ without 
perceiving that to increase their niunber was to en- 
feeble them; he by turns solicited aJU the oracles 
of Greece i ^ he sent defiances to the allied nations, 
and proposed to them fur the fidd of battle the 
plains of Boeotia^ or those of Thessaly : in fine^ re- 
solving" to detach the Athenians from the league^ 

» Horodot ib. 8. c. 124. ' Id. ibid. c. 133. 
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he sent to Athens, Alexander king of Macedonia, 
who was connected with them by the ties of hospi- 
tality." 

This prince, admitted to the assembly of the 
people at the same time with the ambassadors of 
Lacedsmon commissioned to frustrate the nes:ocia- 
tion, spoke as follows : " Thus saith M ardonius : I 
have received an order from the king conceived in 
these words — I forget the offences of the Athenians. 
M ardonius, execute my will ; restore to that people 
their lands ; ^ve them others^ if they desire it ; 
preserve to them their laws, and rebuild the temples 
I have burnt. I thought proper to inform you 
of the intentions of my master; and I add, it is 
folly on your part to attempt to resist the Persians ; 
and still greater folly to pretend to resist them 
long. If we even suppose, contrary to all probabi- 
lity, that you should gain the victory, another army 
would soon deprive you of the honour. Rush not 
therefore on destruction ; but let a treaty of peace, 
concluded with mutual sincerity, rescue from danger 
your honour and your liberty.** Alexander, after . 
relating this message, laboured to convince the 
Athenians that they were not in a condition to 
contend vnth the power of Persia, and conjured 
them to prefer the friendship of Xerxes to every 
other interest.' 

'^ Listen not to the perfidious counsels of Alex- 

<> Herodot. lib. 8. cap. 136. "" Id. ibid. cap. 140. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



INTRODUCTION. 339 

ander/' ^s^cldmed the ambassadors from Lacedas- 
mon. He is a tyrant who serves another tyrant. By 
a despicable artifice^ 1x6 has falsified the instructions 
Df Mardonius. The oflFers he makes you on his part 
iare too seducing not to be suspicious : you cannot 
accept them without trampling* under f6oi the laws 
of justice and of honour. Was it not you by whom 
this war was kindled ? And shall those Athenians 
who have at all times shown themselves the most 
eealous defenders of liberty be the first authors of 
our slavery ? Lacedsemon^ who makes these repre- 
sentations to you by our mouths^ commiserates the 
wretched state to which your ruined houses and your 
ravaged fields reduce you ; she proposes to you in 
her name^ and in the name of her allies> to main- 
tain> and preserve for you in trusty for the remainder 
of the war, your wives, your children, and your 
slaves."^ 

The Athenians proposed the matter for deli- 
beration, and, agreeably to the opinion of Aristides, 
it was resolved to answer the king of Macedonia 
that he might have dispensed with his intelligence, 
that their forces were inferior to those of the enemy , 
but that they were not on that account less disposed 
to make the most vigorous resistance to the bar- 
barians ; and counselled him, when he had such base 
propositions to offer to them in future, not to ap- 
pear in their presence, nor expose them to violate/ 

» Hetodot. lib. 8. c. 142* 
VOL. I. A A 
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in his person, the rights of hospitality and friend- 
ship.* 

It was also determined that they should answer 
to the LacedsBmonians, that if Sparta had known 
the Athenians better, she would not have supposed 
them capable of such treachery, nor have endea- 
voured to retain them in her alliance by interested 
motives ; that they would provide, as well as they 
could, for the necessities of thelk* &milies, and 
thanked the allies for their generous offers; that 
they were attached to the league by sacred and 
indidsoltKble ties ; and that die only favour they de- 
manded of the aSies was to send them speedy sue- 
cotirs, as it was time to march into B<Botia, and 
prevent the enemy from penetrating a second time 
into Attica.* 

The ambassadors being again admitted, ^i- 
stides caused the decrees to be read in their pre- 
sence; then, suddenly raisings his voice, ^'Ambas- 
SMkM*s of Lacedasmon," said he, ^^ inform the 
8partans> that all the gold that circulates on the 
earth, or that still lies hidden within its bowels^ is 
notliitig in our eyes to the value of our liberty. 
And you, Alexander," addressing himself to that 
prince, and pointing to the sun, '' say to Mtf donius, 
that as long as yon luminary shall, revolve in the 
path marked out for him in the heavens, the Athe- 



■ Herodot. lib. 8. c 143. Lycurg. Orat. in Leocr. p. 156. 
* Herodot. ibid. c. 144. 
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rilans will pursue the king 6t Persia, tifl they shall 
have satisfied the vengeance' diie to their (desolated 
fields, and their temples reduced to ashes.'*** To 
give still greater Solemnity to this engagement, he 
instantly procured a decree to be passed, by which 
the priests should deVote £6 the infernal deities all 
(hose who maintained ^ cortespbridence with the 
Persians, or detached themselves from the confede- 
ration of the Greeks. 

Mardotiiu§, ififoi^ed o^ ii\e resolution of the 
Atireni^ns; ihstantly marched his tro6ps into 
fioeotia, and thence poured them iti'to Attica, the 
inhabitants of which a second time took refuge in 
the i^le of ^alamis.'' He tvas s6 flattered with 
gfiiiniYlg pdssessi6n ot a deserted c'duhtry, t^at, by 
signals pkced from aisfahce to distance, both on 
the islands and on the continent, he ^ve notice of 
it t6 Xefxies, wlio was still at Sardes in Lydia.* He 
atlemp{ed likewise to avail himself of this success, 
to open a new negotiation with ihe Athenians ; bu^ 
he received" the same answer as before ; aiirf Lyci- 
das, one of (he senators, who had proposed to listen 
to the offers of the Persian general, was stoned to' 
dea(h witli' hiS^ wife arid chifdreri.* 

In tW riiean tiriie the allies, inslead of sendirfg^ 
an army, as had been agreed^ ori, fri£b*Attica, forti- 
fied tlieriiselVi^s on (he IsAmus of^ Cofihtii^ arid 

^ Herodot. lib. 8. cap. 143. Plut in Aristid. page SM. 
"^ Dibd. Sic. lib. li; p. 2^. ^ Herodot. lib. 9. c. i. « Id- 

ibid. c. 6. 

aa2 
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appeared attentive only to the defence of the Pelo-- 
ponnesus/ The Athenians, alarmed at this project, 
sent ambassadors to Lacedsmon, where festivals 
were celebrating which were to last for some days. 
They made known their complaints, but the answer 
was deferred from day to day. Offended at length 
with an inaction and a silence which too justly en- 
titled them to suspect some perfidy, they presented 
themselves, for the last time, to the ephori, and de- 
clared that Athens, betrayed by the Lacedaemonians, 
and abandoned by the other allies, was resolved to 
turn her arms against them, by making her peace 
with the Persians. 

The ephori replied, that the preceding night 
they had sent off, under the conduct of Pausanias, 
guardian of the young king Plistarchus, five thou- 
sand Spartans, and thirty-five thousand slaves, or 
Helots, lightly armed.* These troops, which were 
presently increased by five thousand Lacedsmo- 
nians, forming a junction with the confederated 
cities, marched from Eleusis, and proceeded into 
Boeotia, whither Mardonius had brought back his 
army.** 

He had prudently avoided coming to an en- 
gagement in Attica. As that country is intersected 
by heights and defiles, he could neither have been 
able to extend his cavalry in the battle, nor to se- 
cure a retreat in case of a defeat. Boeotia, on the 

' Herodot. lib. 9. c. 6. » Id. ibid. ell. *'Id. ibid, 

c. 19. 
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contrary, afforded spacious plains^ a fertile country, 
and a number of cities ready to receive the remains 
of his army ; for, excepting the inhabitants of Plataea 
and Thespiae, all the states of that part of Greece 
had declared in favour of the Persians. 

Mardonius pitched his camp in the plain of 
Thebes, along the river Asopus, the left bank of 
which he occupied as far as the frontier of the 
country of the Plataeans.* To inclose his bag- 
gage, and to secure himself a place of retreat, he 
caused a space of ten stadia squaref to be sur- 
rounded with a deep ditch, and likewise with walls 
and wooden towers.* The Greeks were in his front, 
at the foot and on the declivity of Mount Cithsron. 
Aristides commanded the Athenians, and Pausanias 
the whole army.J 

Here the Grecian generals drew up the follow- 
ing form of an oath, which was taken with eager- 
ness by the soldiers : " I will not prefer life to 
liberty; I will not abandon my leaders, neither 
during their lives nor after their death ; I will be- 
stow the honours of sepulture on such of the allies 
as shall fall in the battle : after the victory I will 
destroy none of those cities which shall have fought 
for Greece, and I will decimate all those which 

* See the plan of the battle of Plataea. -f Above a mile. 

* Herodot. lib. 9. c. 15. Plut. in Aristid. p. 325. t The 

two armies came in sight of each other the 10th of September 
of the year 479 before Christ. Dodwell, in Annal. Thacyd. 
p. 5% 
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shair have joiped the enemy. I will not attempt to 
rebuild the temples they have burnt pr demolished, 
but suffer their ruins to remain, perpetually to re- 
mind our posterity of the impious fury of the bar- 
barians/'*' 

An anecdote reported by an author almost con- 
temporary with these events, may enable us to judge 
of the idea which the greater part of t|ie Persians 
entertained of their general. Mardonius suppe4 
with an inhabitant of Thebes, with fifty of his ge- 
neral officers, ps many Thebans, and Thersand|5r, one 
of the prinpipa) citizens of Orchomenus. Towards 
the end of the eptertainment, mutual iconM^n<^^ 
haying taken ptece between the guests of b^th nfi- 
tions, a Persian seated npar Thersand^r said to 
him : " This table, the pledge of our feithful friend- 
ship, these libations we l^ave made together in ho- 
nour of the gods, inspire me with a secret friepd- 
ship fojr you. It is timie to look to your safety. 
You see these Persians, \yhp are ab^n^oning them- 
selves to transports of Joy ; you have seen that army 
we have left on the banks of the river: alas! you 
wiQ soon behold only its shattered remains/' As 
he spake these words, he shed tears. Thersam^gf, 
surprised, asked him if he had communip$^ted )iis 
apprehensions to Mardonius, or those whom he 
hQUQured with his confidence. '' My dear host," 
replied the stranger, '' man cannot avoid his destiny. 

^ Lycurg. in Leocr. p. 168. Diod. Sic. lib. 11. p. 23. 
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Many of the Persians for esee^ aa well 9s I^ what is 
hanging over us, yet we all suffer ourselves to be 
hurried on to our fate. The greatest misfortune of 
mankind is, that the wisest among them are always 
those who have the least influence."' The author 
I have quoted received this anecdote from Ther- 
sander himself. 

Mardonius, perceiving that the Greeks per- 
sisted in maintaining the heights, sent against them 
his whole cavalry, commanded by Masistius, who 
stood in the highest degree of favour with Xerxes, 
and was held in universal estimation by the army. 
The Persians, after insulting the Greeks with re- 
proaches of cowardice, fell on the Megareans en- 
camped on a more level spot of ground, who, with 
the assistance of three hundred Athenians, made a 
considerably long resistance. The death of Masis- 
tius saved them from a total defeat, and terminated 
the action. This loss was a subject of mourning 
for the Persian army, and of triumph for the 
Greeks, who saw the body of Masistius, which 
they had carried off from the enemy, pass along all 
their ranks." 

Notwithstanding this advantage, the difficulty 
of procuring water, in presence of ^n enemy who 
kept at a distance by their darts all who attempted 
to apfuroach the river, obliged them to change their 

' Herodot. lib. 9. c. 16. "* Id. ibid. c. 22, &c. Diod. Sic. 

lib. 1 1. p. 24. PluU in Aristid. p. 327. 
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position : they filed off along Mount Citliaeron^ and 
entered the country of the Plataeans. 

The Lacedaemonians posted themseWes near a 
copious springs named Gargaphia, which sufficed for 
the wants of the whole army. The other allies in 
general were stationed on the eminences at the foot 
of the mountain ; some of them in the plain^ and all 
in front of the Asopus. 

During this distribution of posts^ a sharp dis- 
pute arose between the Athenians and Tegeatae^ 
who claimed equally the command of the left wing. 
Both recounted their titles and the exploits of their 
ancestors : but Aristides terminated the difference. 
'^ We come not here," said he, '' to contest with 
our allies, but to combat our enemies ; we declare 
that it is not the post that confers or takes away 
valour. To you, O Lacedaemonians! we refer. 
Whatever rank you shall assign us, we will raise it 
to such a height, that it shall become perhaps the 
most honourable of all." The Lacedaemonians 
decided with acclamations in favour of the Athe- 
nians."' 

A more imminent danger caused the prudence 
of Aristides a still severer trial : he learnt that some 
officers of his troops, belonging to the first families 
of Athens, were meditating an act of treachery in 
favour of the Persians, and that the conspiracy was 
dfiily gaining ground. Far from rendering it more 

^ {lerodot. lib, 9. cap. 86. Plut. in Arist. p, 3^6, 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



INTRODUCTION. 343 

formidable by inquiries which might have apprized 
the conspirators of their streng^h^ he contented 
himself with arresting eight of the accomplices. 
The two most guilty fled. To the others he said, 
shewing them the enemy: ^'The blood of the 
Persians alone can expiate your offence.*' ** 

Mardonius no sooner learned that the Greeks 
had retired into the territory of Plataea, than, 
marching his army up the river, he stationed it a 
second time within sight of the enemy. It con- 
sisted of three hundred thousand men drawn from 
the Asiatic nations, and about fifty thousand Boeo- 
tians, Thessalians, and other Grecian auxiliaries.^ 
That of the confederates was about one hundred and 
ten thousand strong, sixty-nine thousand five hun- 
dred of whom were only lightly armed.^^ In this 
army were ten thousand Spartans and Lacedaemo- 
nians, eight thousand Athenians,, five thousand 
Corinthians, three thousand Megareans, and va- 
rious little detachments furnished by many other 
states or cities of Greece/ New levies were every 
day arriving. The Mantineans and the Eleans 
did not reach the camp till after the battle. 

The armies had been within sight of each other 
eight days, when a detachment of Persian cavabry, 
passing the Asopus in the night, intercepted a con- 
voy from Peloponnesus which was descending from 



• Plut. iQ Arist. p. 826. P Herodot lib. 9. c. 32. ^ Id. 

ibid. cap. 30. ' Id. ibid. cap. 28. 
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Mount Citb«eron. The Persians made themselYes 
masters of this pass,* and the Greeks were cut off 
frpm their proyisi(Mis.' 

The two following days the camp of the letter 
was repeatedly insulted by the cavalry of the ene- 
my. Neither of the armies dared to pass the river. 
The augur, on both sides, whether of his own ac- 
cord, or acted upon by foreign impressions, pro- 
mised the victory respectively to his party, provided 
they kept on the defensive.* 

On the eleventh day Mardonius assembled his 
council. t Artabazus, one of the first officers of 
the army, proposed to retire under the walls of 
Thebes, and not to risk a battle, but to corrupt, by 
dint of money, the chief inhabitants of the allied 
cities. This measure, which was much approved 
by the Thebans, would insensibly have detached 
from the confederation the greater part of the states 
of which it was coinposed; besides that the Grecian 
army, which was ahready in want of provisions, 
would have been comp^il^d in a few days to disperse, 
or give battle in the iJaiq, which it had hitherto 
industriously avoided. Mardoniw however rejected 
this proposition with disdain. 
The f<dlowing nightj a horseroan, escaping firora 

♦ The 17th of September of the year 479 before Chrwt, 
Dodwell, in Ann. Thucyd. p. 52. • Herodot. lib. 9. c. 39. 

' Herodot. lib. 9. c. 36 et 37. + The 20th of September. 

Dodwell, in Ann. Thucyd. p. 52. X The night between 

the 20di and 21 st of September. 
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the Persian camp^ and advancing towardB the 
quarter of the Athenians^ desired them to inform 
their general that he h^d an important secret to 
communicate; and when Anstides ^rrive^j thii» 
stronger thus addressed him : '' Mardoniu? i^ vaia 
wearies the gods to procure favourable auspices ; 
their silepce \%% hitherto retarded the battle. But 
the efforts of the aygurs can no longer detain him. 
He >viU attack you to-morrpw at break of day. 
\ hope after your victory yau will remember that \ 
h^ve risked my life to secure you from a surpri^ : \ 
am Alexander^ king of Macedonia." Having thus 
spoken he returned fiijl speed to the camp.' 

Aristides immediately repaired to the quarter 
of the ].#ce4aemoaians. The most pmdent plans 
Wjsre there concerted to repulse jthe enemy : ^.nd 
Pausanias advised a measure that Aristfdes hinisdf 
had not dared to propose ; which was to station the 
Athenians opposite to the Persians^ and the Lacfd- 
daemonians to the Grecian auxiliaries. By this mea,ns^ 
said he^ we shall both of us have to combat troops 
who have already experienced our vfdour. This 
resolution tstkeu^ thf? Atheniaus^ at the break qf 
day^ passed to thp right wing^ and the Laced^ 
U)oniau^ to th^ l^ft. Mardopiu^ penetrating their 
designs^ instantly caused the Persians to file off 
to his rights and did not re^al them to their former 

'* Plut. Id Ari8ti4. p. 327. 
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post tin he saw the enemy return to their first order 
of battle.* 

This general considered the motions of the La- 
cedaemonians only as signs of fear. In the intoxi- 
cation of his pride^ he tauntingly reminded them of 
their ancient glory^ and sent them insulting de- 
fiances. A herald dispatched by him to Pausanias 
carried a proposal to terminate the differences of 
Persia and Greece by a combat between a certain 
number of Spartans and Persians. Receiving no 
answer^ he put all his cavalry in motion^ which 
harassed the army of the Greeks during the remain- 
der of the day^ and even found means to dam up 
the fountain of Gargaphia.^ 

Deprived of this their only resource^ the Greeks 
determined to remove their camp a little fjstrther, 
and into an island formed by two branches of the 
Asopus^ one of which is named Peroe ;" from 
whence they proposed to detach half their troops to 
the pass of Mount Cithaeron^ to dislodge the Per- 
sians who intercepted their convoys. 

The camp broke up during tlie night,* with all 
the confusion that might be expected from the 
troops of so many independent states^ cooled by in- 
action^ and alarmed by their firequent retreats, as 

"" Herodot lib. 9. c. 46. Plut in Aristid. p. 3i8. ^ Hero- 
dot lib. 9. cap. 49. Pausan. lib. 9. cap. 4. p. 718. ' He- 
rodot. Hb. 49. cap. 51. Pausan. ibid. ♦ The night between 
the 2l8t and 22d of September. 
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well as the scarcity of provisions. Some repaired 
to the post assigned to them; others^ led astray by 
their guides, or by a panic terror, took refuge near 
the city of Plataea.* 

The departure of the Lacedaemonians and Athe- 
nians was delayed till dawn. The latter took the 
road of the plain ; while the Lacedaemonians, fol- 
lowed by three thousand Tegeatae, defiled along the 
foot of Mount Cithaeron. Having arrived at the 
temple of Ceres, ten stadia from their former posi- 
tion, and at the same distance from the city of 
Plataea,** they halted for one of their body who had 
long refused to abandon his post. Here they were 
overtaken by the Persian cavalry, detached by Mar- 
donius to impede their march. '' Behold them !** 
exclaimed this general to his officers ; '' behold those 
intrepid Lacedaemonians, who, we were told, never 
retreat in presence of an enemy : that vile people,, 
distinguished from the other Greeks, only by excess 
of cowardice, and who will soon suffer the punish- 
ment they justly merit !"*' 

ImmeiUately putting himself at the head of the 
warlike nation of the Persians, and of his best sol- 
diers, he passed the river, and advanced rapidly in- 
to the plain. The troops of the other eastern na- 
tions tumultuously followed him, uttering loud 
shouts; and at the same instant his right wing. 



* Herodot. lib. 9. cap. SI. ^ Id. ibid. cap. 57. « Id. 

ibid. c. 58. 
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composed of the auxiliary Greeks, attacked the 
Athenians^ and prevented them from affording any 
assistance to the Lacedaemonians. 
. Pausanias^ having drawn up his niefi on a slop* 
ing and uneven spot of ground near a small riViilet 
and the enclosure consecrtited to Cefes/ left themi 
long exposed to the dart^ and arrows of (he enemy, 
against which they did not venture to defend (hem- 
seltes^. The entrails of the victirtis Wer6 declarecf 
to portend only sinister events. This wretched 
superstition occasioned the lodfs of a great nuitiber 
6f soldiers, who less regretted thfe foss of life, than 
that theit death should be of so Itttlfe utility to their 
Country. At leii^ the Tegeatte; no longer able 
to resist the ardour wbich animated them, begiEiri to 
move, and were soon supported by the Spartans, 
wha had just obtaiuecl, of contrived to piocutH, 
soYue ftvoufable omens .^ 

At their apprtJatdl th^ P^t^iatts threw away 
their bows, and closing their ranks, covered them- 
selves with their bucklers, forming a* conipact body, 
v^hich by ife vt^eight and imptilse dhecterf and fe- 
petfed tb'e flify of the enemy. In v5iin are (heir 
bUckSet^, coAfpOsed of trittfe slibslance, shiVered 
irf pieces; they break the lances that pierce fhem, 
fiCWd supply tfee deficiency of thfcir weapons by a 
ferbcioQs courage.^ Mardonius, at the head wof a 

* Herodot lib. 9. c. 67 et 65. Plat, in Aristid. p. 325. 
Di6dor. Sic. lib. 1 1. p. 24. • Herodot*. ibid. c. 62. ' PluU 
in Arist. p. 329. 
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thousand chosen soldierly, h>ng held the victory in 
suspense; but presently he falls^ with a mortal 
wound. The troops attached to his person at- 
tempt to avenge his deaths and are sacrificed 
around his body. From this moment the Persian 
host was shaken^ thrown into confusion^ and com- 
pelled to fly. Their cavalry for some time stopped 
the progress of the victor, but did not prevent him 
from reaching the foot of the intrenchment thrown 
up by the Persians near the Asopus, and in which 
the remains of their shattered army took refuge .« 

Similar success had attended the Athenians on 
the left wing : they had experienced a very obstinate 
resistance from the Bceotiatis, but only feeble efforts 
on the part of the other allies of Xerxes, offcifided, 
no doubt, at the haughty conduct of M ardotiius, 
and his obstinacy in persistihg to give battle on 
ground so disadvantageous, tn their flight the 
Boeotians hurried away with them the whole of the 
Persian right wing*'' 

Aristides, for from pursuing them, immediately 
proceeded to join the Lacedaemonians, who, little 
versed in the art of cdndtictiiig sieges, were em- 
ployed in fruitless attacks on the fortification by 
Which the Persians were defended. The arrival 
of the Athenians, and the I'est of the confedferated 
troops, did not terrify the besieged, yth6 furiously 
repulsed the assaikints ; butthe Athetii&nsat length 

» Herodot. lib. 9. c. 70. ^ Id, ibid, c. 07. 
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forcing the intrenchment^ and destroying a part of 
the wall^ the Greeks rushed into the camp^ and 
the Persians suffered themselves to be slaughtered 
like victims.' 

Artabazus^ who had under his command a body 
of forty thousand men^ but who had long been 
secretly offended at the choice Xerxes had made of 
Mardonius to command the army^ had from the 
beginning of the batde advanced rather to be a 
spectator than with any view of contributing to its 
success. He accordingly no sooner saw the army 
of Mardonius give ground, than he ordered his 
troops to follow him ; and^ in his flighty took the 
road of Phocis, crossed the sea at Byzantium,*" and 
repaired to Asia, where his having saved a part of 
the army vms perhaps imputed to him as a merit. 
All the remainder, except about three thousand 
men, perished, either in the intrenchment or the 
battle. 

The nations that most distinguished themselves 
on this memorable day were, on the one side, the 
Persians and the Sacss; and on the other^ the 
Lacedasmonians, the Athenians, and the inhabi- 
tants of Tegea. Great encomiums were bestowed 
by the victors on the valour of Mardonius ; as also 
on the heroic bravery of the Athenian Sophanes^ 
and of four Spartans, at the head of whom wc 
must place Aristodemus, who had resolved on this 

* Herodot. lib. 9. c. 70. Diod. Sic. lib. 11. p. 25. " Id. 

ibid. c. 66 et 89. 
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oecasion to free himself from the disgrace of not 
having sacrificed his life at Thermopylae. But the 
Lacedaemonians bestowed no honours on his ashes ^ 
they said^ that, resolved to die rather than conquer^ 
he had quitted his rank during the battle^ and 
seemed rather actuated by the courage derived from 
despair than real yalour»' 

In the mean time the Lacedaemonians and 
Athenians equally disputed the palm of bravery) 
the former^ because they had beaten the best troops 
of Mardonius; the latter, because they had forced 
them in their intrenchments. Both asserted their 
pretensions with a degree of haughtiness from 
which it was impossible to recede. Their minds 
became irritated; the two camps resounded with 
menaces, and they would have proceeded to blows, 
but for the prudence of Aristides, who prevsuled on 
the Athenians to refer the question to the decision of 
the allies.^ Theogiton of Megara now proposed to 
the rival states to renounce the prize, and adjudge it 
to some other people. Cleocritus of Corinth named 
the Plataeans, and all the suffrages were united in 
their favour." 

The ground was covered with the rich spoils of 
the Persians ; and gold and silver filled their tents. 
Pausanias delivered the plunder into the custody of 
the Helots */ the tenth part was reserved for the 
temple of Delphi, and a considerable portion for 

' Herod, lib. 9. c. 71. » Plut in Aristid. p. 331* " Herodi 
lib. 9. c. 80. 
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monuments in honour of the gods. The victors 
shared the remainder^ and brought into their coun- 
try the first seeds of corruption.** 

All kinds of honours were conferred on those 
who had died in arms. Each nation prepared a 
tomb for its warriors/ and Aristides procured a 
decree to be passed in an assembly of the generals : 
— That the people of Greece should every year 
send dqputies to Platasa^ there to perpetuate, by 
solemn sacrifices, the memory of those who had 
lost their lives in the battle ; that every five years 
splendid games should be there celebrated, and 
called the Festivals of Liberty ; and that the Pla- 
teaus^ henceforward exempt from all cares but 
those of offering up vows for the preservation of 
Greece^ sho4ild be considered as an inviolable state^ 
consecrated to the gods.* 

EJeven days after the battle,* the victors 
marched to Thebes^ and demanded that the inha- 
bitants should deliver up such of the citizens as had 
induced them to a submission to the Medes. On 
the refusal of the Thebans, the city was besieged, 
and in danger of being destroyed, had not one of 
the principal offenders consented to surrender him- 
self and the rest of his fiaction into the hands of the 
allies. They flattered themselves they should be 

able to redeem their lives by the sacrifice of the 

"* Justin, lib. 3. c. 14. ■* Herodot lib. 9. c. 85. Thucyd. 

lib. 3. c. 58. «» Plot, in Aristid. p. 331. • The 3d of 

October. 
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great sums of money they had received from Mar- 
donius; but Pausanias^ deaf to their offers^ sen^ 
tenced them all to death/ 

The battle . of Platasa was fought on the third of 
the month Boedromion/ in the second year of the 
seventy-fifth Olympiad.* On the same day the 
Grecian fleets commanded by Leutychides king of 
Lacedasmon^ and Zanthippus the Athenian^ gained 
a signal victory over the Persians/ near the pro- 
montory of Mycale in lonia^ and the states in that 
district who had called them to their assistance 
entered^ after the engagement^ into the general 
league.* 

Such was the conclusion of the war of Xerxes^ 
better known by the name of the Median war : it 
had continued two years ;"" and never perhaps did 
such memorable transactions occur in so short an 
interval^ nor ever did similar events operate such 
rapid revolutions in the ideas^ interests^ and go^ 
vemments of nations. Their effects were different 
on the iacedssmonians and Athenians^ according 
to the diversity of their character and institutions. 
The former sought for repose after their successecb 
and suffered only a few marki of jealousy to escape 

^Herodot. lik 9. c. 98. Diod. Sio. lib. 11. p. 30. " Plut 
4^ Qlor. AtheD. t ii. p. 349. Id. in C^mil, t. i. p. 138, In the 
life of Aristides, p. 330> he saya it was on the 4th. * The 22d 

of September of the year 479 before Christ. Dodwell, in AnnaU 
Thacyd. p. 53. ' Herodot. lib. 9. c. 90. " Id. ibid, c 106. 
* Diod. Sic. lib. 11. p. 29. 
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them against the Athenians. The latter suddenly 
abandoned themselves to the most immoderate 
ambition^ and proposed at once to deprive the 
Lacedaemonians of the pre-eminence they had 
hitherto held in Greece^ and to protect the lonians^ 
who had just recovered their liberty^ against the 
Persians. 

The different states of Greece at length re- 
covered breath. The Athenians re-established them- 
selves amidst the ruins of their unfortunate city, 
and rebuilt its walls, notwithstanding the complaints 
of the allies, who began to dread the increasing 
glory of that people ; and in despite of the repre- 
sentations of the Latedsemonians, who gave it as 
their opinion that it would be proper to dismantle 
all the fortified towns of Greece situate without 
Peloponnesus, that on any new invasion they 
might not serve as a retreat for the Persians.^ 
Themistocles found means to divert the storm then 
impending over the Athenians. He still further 
induced them to make a harbour at the Piraeus 
defended by a strong wall,' to build yearly a certain 
number of galleys, and offer privileges and immu- 
nities to strangers, and especially to artists, who 
should come to settle in their city.' 

At the same time the allies prepared to restore 
to their freedom the Grecian cities in which the 

y Thucyd. lib. 1. c. 90. Plat in Them. p. 121. Diod. Sic, 
lib. 1. p. 31. »Plut. in Them. ibid. Nep. in Them. c. 6. 

'Diod. Sic. lib. 11. p. 33. 
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Persians had left garrisons. A numerous fleet, 
under the command of Pausanias and Aristides^ 
obliged the enemy to abandon the isle of Cyprus 
and the city of Byzantium^ situate on the ^Helle- 
spont.** These successes completed the ruin of 
Pausanias^ who from this time was incapable of 
supporting his glory and good fortune with mode- 
ration. 

. He was no longer that rigid Spartan who^ in 
the fields of Plataea^ derided the pomp and slavery 
of the Medes ;•* he was become a satrap^ totally 
subdued by the manners of the vanquished people^ 
and perpetually surrounded by foreign guards^ who 
rendered him inaccessible.* The allies^ who could 
only obtain from him harsh and. humiliating an- 
swers^ or imperious and sanguinary orders, revolted 
at length against a tyranny the more odious from 
the opposite conduct of Aristides^ who to conciliate 
the minds of men, employed the most powerful of 
all instruments, mildness and justice. The con- 
federate nations therefore proposed to the Athe- 
nians to fight under their orders.* 

The Lacedaemonians, informed of this defection, 
immediately recalled Pausanias, who was at once 
accused of oppression towards the allies, and sus- 
pected of a correspondence with the Persians. 

^ Thucyd. lib. 1. c. 94. Diod. Sic lib. 11. p. 34. •^ He- 

Todot. lib. 9. cap. 82. «* Thucyd. lib. 1. cap. 130. Nep. in 

Pausan. c. 3. • Thucyd. lib. 1. c. 95. Diod. Sic. lib. 11. 

p. 34. Plut. in Aristid. p. 333. Nep. in Aristid. c. 2. 
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Sufficient proofs were adduced of his tyranny and 
oppression y and he was deprived of the command/ 
His treason soon after became equally manifest^ 
and he was put to death/ This punishment^ how- 
ever exemplary^ did not produce its effect on the 
allies : they refused to obey the Spartan Dorcis, who 
succeeded to Pausanias;^ and this general resigning 
his command^ the Lacedemonians deliberated on 
the measures proper to be adopted. 

Their claim to command the combined army of 
the Greeks was founded on the most respectable 
titles. It had hitherto been admitted by all the 
nations of Greece^ not excepting the Athenians/ 
Sparta had exercised this rights not to extend her 
dominions^ but. every where to destroy tyranny/ 
The vfisdom of her laws often rendered her the 
arbiter of the Grecian states; and the equity of 
her decisions had induced many of thevi to increase 
the number of her allies. What a time too was 
chosen to despoil her of her prerogative 1 The very 
moment when^ under the conduct of her generals^ 
the Greeks had gained the most brilliant of victo- 
ries. 

Reflections like these filled the Spartans with 
rage and indignation. They threatened the allies^ 
and were meditating the invasion of Attica^ when 

' Thucyd. lib. 1. c. 131. » Id. ibid. c. 134. DkxL Sic. 

lib. 11. p. 35. ^ Thucyd. ibid. c. 95. * Herodot. lib. 8. 

c 2 et 3. Nep. in Aritt. c. 2. ^ Thucyd. ibid. c. 18. Plut 

in Lye. t. i. p. 58. 
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a senator named Hetsnieridas ventured to repre- 
sent to the warriors who surrounded him, that their 
generalsj. after the most glorious successes, brought 
nothing back to their country but the seeds of cor- 
ruption; that the example of Pausanias should 
make them tremble at the thought of choosing him 
a successor; and that it was advantageous to the 
republic to yield to the Athenians the empire of 
the sea, and the care of continuing the war against 
the Persians/ 

This discourse surprised; and quickly calmed 
the minds of the assembly. The bravest nation in 
the world was seen to prefer her virtues to her 
vengeance, and lay aside her jealousy at the voice 
of reason. The genius of Lycurgus still reigned in 
Sparta : and never perhaps did she display more 
real courage and true greatness. 

The Athenians, who, £ar from expecting such a 
sacrifice, were prepared to assert their claim by 
force of arms, admired a moderation which they 
were incapable of imitating ; and, whilst a rival 
nation was thus divesting itself of a portion of its 
power, their anxiety was so much the greater to 
procure the honourable privilege of commanding 
the fleets of Greece to be confirmed to them by the 
allies."' 

This new system of confederation was to be 

' Thucyd. lib. 1. cap. 75 et 95. Diod. Sic. lib. 11. p. 38. 
■ Plut in Arise p. 333. 
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justified by new enterprises^ and gave birth to new 
projects. The first step was to regulate the neces- 
sary contributions for continuing the war against the 
Persians. All the states committed their interests 
to the integrity of Aristides, who visited all parts of 
the continent and the islands^ informed himself of 
the produce of the lands^ and gave such proofs of 
intelligence and equity in his whole conduct of this 
business^ that even those on whom the taxes were 
levied considered him as their benefactor." As 
soon as this taxation was finished^ it was resolved to 
attack the Persians. 

The Lacedssmonians took no part in this de- 
liberation; they were now only intent on peace, 
while the Athenians breathed nothing but war, 
' This contrariety of views had more than once b^en 
displayed. After the battle of Mycale, the people 
of Peloponnesus, headed by the Lacedssmonians, 
vrished to remove the lonians to the continent of 
Greece, and bestow on them the maritime pkices 
possessed by the nations which had entered into 
alliance with the Persians. By this transmigration 
the Greeks would have been freed from the burden 
of protecting the lonians, and the inevitable rup- 
ture between Asia and Europe would thus have 
been, at least for some time, retarded. But the 
Athenians rejected this proposal, pretending that 
the fate of their colonies ought not to depend on 

^ Plut. in Arist. p. 333, 
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the allies.'' It was necessary at least to affix a sort 
of stigma on the different states of Greece who had 
joined their forces to those of Xerxes, or remained 
inactive. The Lacedaemonians proposed to exclude 
them from the assembly of the Amphictyons : but 
Themistocles wishing to procure for his country the 
alliance of the Argives, Thebans^ and Thessalians, 
represented that, by excluding these states from that 
assembly^ two or three powerful cities would dis- 
pose of all the suffrages at their pleasure. He thus 
defeated the proposition of the Lacedaemonians, 
and drew on himself their hatred.' 

He had merited that of the allies by his exac- 
tions, and the acts of violence which he had exer- 
cised in the isles of the Mgean Sea. A multitude 
of individuals complained of his injustice, others of 
the riches he had amassed, and all of his inordinate 
thirst of power. Envy, which carefully collected 
his most trifling words and actions, enjoyed the 
cruel pleasure of casting a cloud over his glory. He 
himself saw it diminish from day to day^ and to 
maintain its splendour he even descended to weary 
the people with the recital of his exploits, not aware 
that it is equally dangerous and fruitless to recal to 
mind forgotten services. He built near his house 
a temple dedicated to Diana, the inspirer of 
GOOD counsels. This inscription^ a memorial of 
the advice which he had given to the Athenians 

^ Herodot lib. 9. c 106. ^ Piut. in Themist. p. 122. 
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during the Median war^ had the appearance of re- 
proach^ and consequently of an insult offered to the 
nation. His enemies prevailed : he was banished^* 
and retired to Peloponnesus ; but soon after^ having 
been accused of carrying on a criminal correspond- 
ence vnth Artaxerxes^ the successor of Xerxes^ he 
was driven from city to city,^ and constrained to 
take refuge with the Persians^ who honoured in their 
suppliant vanquisher those talents which had hum- 
bled them^ but were now no longer formidable. 
He died several years after.+ 

The Athenians were scarcely sensible of this 
loss^ since they possessed Aristides^ and Gimon^ son 
of Miltiades. The latter united to the valour of 
his &ther the prudence of Themistocles^ and almost 
all the virtues of Aristides^ whose example he had 
studied^ and to whose lessons he had ever been at- 
tentive/ To him was entrusted the command of 
the Grecian fleet. He set sail for Thrace^ made 
himself master of a city where the Persians had a 
garrison^ destroyed the pirates who infested the 
neighbouring seas^ and spread terror through those 
islands which had detached themselves from the 
league." 

He soon after sailed from the Piraeus vrith two 



♦ About the year 471 before Christ •» Thucyd. lib. 1. 

c. 135. Diod. Sic. lib. 11. p. 4i. Pfut. in Them. p. 12^ et 
123. + About the year 449 before ChrigU ' Plut. in 

Cim. p. 481. • Id. ibid. p. 483. Thucyd. lib. 1. c 98. 
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hundred galleys^ which were joined by a hundred 
otherg;, furnished by the allies. By his presence^ or 
his arms^ he obliged the cities of Caria and Lycia 
to declare against the Persians ; and^ fiedling in with 
the fleet of the latter^ consisting of two hundred 
vessels/ of the isle of Cyprus^ he sunk part of thero^ 
and took the remainder. On the same evenings 
arriving on the coasts of Pamphylia^ where th6 
Persians had collected a numerous army^ be disem^ 
barked his troops^ attacked and dispersed the enemy^ 
afid returned with a great number of prisoners^ and 
a large quantity of rich spoils^ which he set apart 
for the embellishment of Athens."* 

This double victory was soon fdlowed by the 
conquest of the Thracian peninsula;' and other 
advantages^ gained in the course of several years, 
successively increased the glory of the Athenians, 
and their confidence in their troops. 

The strength of their allies diminished iti the 
same proportion. Exhausted by a war which daily 
became more foreign to their interests, the greater 
part refused to furnish their contingent of ships andi 
soldiers. The Athenians at first employed menaces 
and violence to compel them; but Gimon, actuated 
by profbunder views, proposed to them to keep at 
home their troops and their sailors, to increase their 
pecuniary contributions, and send their galleys. 



* Thucyd. lib. 1. c. 100. » Dioi Sic lib. ll. p. 47, 

« Plut. in Cim. p. 487. 
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which should be navigated by Athenians/ By tJm 
artful policy he deprived them of their navy; and^ 
plunging them into a £iital state of repose^ gave 
such a superiority to his country, that she ceased 
to pay the least attention to the allies. Aristideis 
and Cimon indeed retained some of them by con- 
tinued marks of respect; but Athens, by her 
haughtiness, compelled the others to separate from 
her alliance, and punished them for their defection 
by reducing them to slavery. 

In this manner she took possession of the isles 
of Scyros and Naxos ;' and obliged the inhabitants 
of the island of Thasos, after a long siege, to rase 
the walls of their capitol, and resign to the victors 
their ships, their gold mines, and the territory they 
possessed on the continent.* 
, These proceedings were manifest infractions of 
the treaty which Aristides had entered into with 
the allies, and of which the observance was guarded 
by the most tremendous oaths. But Aristides ex- 
horted the Athenians to avert on his head the 
punishment due to their perjuries.^ It seemed as 
if virtue itself began to be corrupted by ambition. 

Athens was now in a state of . continual war; 
and the object of this war was twofold : the one, of 
which they made no secret, wai^ to maintain the 



y Thucyd. lib. 1. c. 99. Plat in Cim. p. 486. • Thucyd. 

. lib. 1. c. 98. Plut. in Cim. p. 488. * Thucyd. ibid, c 101. 

Diod. Sic. lib. 1 1. p. 53. Plut. in Cim. p. 487. *• Plut. in 

Arist. p. 334. 
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liberty of the cities of Ionia; the other^ which they 
were unwilling to avow, to wrest that same liberty 
from all the states of Greece. 

The Lacedaemonians, at length roused by the 
complaints of the allies, had resolved, during the 
siege of Thasos, to make a diversion in Attica ;'' 
but at the moment this project was to be carried 
into execution, Sparta was destroyed by dread- 
ful earthquakes, and a considerable number of its 
inhabitants perished beneath the ruins. The slaves 
revolted, several of the cities of Laconia followed 
their example, and the Lacedsemonians were com- 
pelled to implore the assistance of that people whose 
ambitious progress they had wished to stop.* One 
of the orators of Athens counselled his countrymen 
to suffer the only power they had to* fear in Greece 
to sink beneath its calamities; but Cimon, con- 
vinced that the rivalry of Sparta was more ad- 
vantageous to the Athenians even than their con- 
quests, found means to inspire them with more 
generous sentiments."^ On various occasions they 
joined their troops with those of Lacedsemon ; and 
this important service, which should have united the 
two nations, sowed the seeds of a hatred between 
them that gave birth to the most fieital wars."" The 
Lacedaemonians, imagining they perceived a secret 
correspondence between the revolters and the Athe- 
nian generals, entreated them, under plausible pre- 

<" Thucyd. lib. 1. c. 101. • About the year 464 before 

Christ. •» Plut. in Cim. p. 489. • Diod. Sic. Ub. 1 1. p. 49. 
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tences, to mthdraw their forces ; but the Athenians^ 
irritated at such a suspicion^ broke the treaty by 
which they had been allied to the Lacedasmonians 
from the commencement of the Median war, and 
immediately concluded another with the people of 
Argos, who had long been the enemies of Sparta/ 
During these transactions, Inarus, son of Psam^^ 
metichus, having excited an insurrection in Egypt 
against Artaxerxes, king of Persia,* solicited the 
protection of the Athenians.* The desire of en- 
feebling the Persians, and of procuring the alliance 
of the Egyptians, determined the republic still 
more than the offers of Inarus. Cimon sailed to 
Egypt with the allied fleet, consisting of two hun- 
dred vessels.^ He ascended the Nile, and joined 
that of the Egyptians, who defeated the Persians, 
and made themselves masters of Memphis, except 
one quarter of the city, in which the shattered re- 
mains of the Persian army had taken refuge. The 
revolt of the Egyptians was not suppressed till six 
days after : the valour of the Athenians and other 
Greeks alone prolonged its duration. After the loss of 
a battle they defended themselves sixteen months in 
an island formed by two branches of the Nile, and 
most of them perished sword in hand. It must be 
observed that Artaxerxes, to oblige the Grecian 

' Thucyd. lib. \. c. 102. Diod. Sic lib. U. p. 48. Paua^o. 
lib. 4. cap. 24. p, 339. » Thucyd. lib. 1. cap. 104. Diod* 

Sic lib. 11. p. 64. ♦ About th^ year 46% before Christ, 

^ Thucyd. ibid. cap. 110. Plut ia Cim. p. 490. 
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troops to quit Egypt^ had in vain attempted^ by 
offers of rich presents^ to induce the Lacedsemo- 
nians to make an irruption into Attica.' 

Whilst the Athenians were making war at a 
distance to give a king to Egypt^ they attacked in 
Europe the inhabitants of Corinth and Epidaurus ; 
they triumphed over the Boeotians and Sicypnians ; 
they dispersed the fleet of Peloponnesus, and forced 
the people of ^gina to give up their ships^ pay a 
tribute^ and demolish their walls ;^ they sent troops 
into Thessaly, to restore Orestes to the throne of 
his ancestors ;' they kept all the nations of Greece 
in motion by secret intrigues or adventurous enter- 
prises; furnishing succours to some^ and forcing 
others to supply them ; uniting to their territory the 
countries that lay convenient ; forming settlements 
wherever they were invited by commerce; con- 
tinually in arais^ and continually hurried on to new 
expeditions by a rapid succession of victories and 
misfortunes. 

Colonies^ sometimes consisting of ten thousand 
men^"* left their native country to cultivate the lands 
of the vanquished.*" These emigrations^ with the 
frequent wars in which the Athenians engaged, 
would have depi^kted Attica^ had not foreigners 
thronged into this little country^ invited by the de- 

* Thucyd. lib. 1, c. 109. Diod. Sic. lib. 11. p. 66. ^ Thu- 
cyd. ibid. cap. 105 et 108. Diod. Sic. ibid. p. 59 et 63. 
> Thocyd. ibid. c. 111. » Diod. Sic. ibid. p. 54. ■ Id. ibii 
p. 67. Plut. in Per. p. 163. 
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cree of Themistocles^ which there offered them ait 
asylum, and still more by the desire of participating 
in the glory and advantage of such numerous con- 
quests. 

The immoderate ambition of the repubUc was 
but too well seconded by able and enterprising 
generals. Such were Myronides, who took Phocis, 
and almost all Bceotia^ in a single campaign ;'' Tol- 
midas^ who about the same time ravaged the coasts 
of Peloponnesus ;P and Pericles, who now began to 
lay the foundation of his glory, and availed himself 
of the frequent absence of Cimon to obtain a deci- 
sive influence over the minds of the people. 

The Athenians did not now wage direct war 
vnth Lacedaemon, but exercised frequent hostilities 
against her and her allies. In concert vrith the 
Argives, they on one occasion attempted to oppose 
the return of a body of troops, whom their par- 
ticular interests had led from Peloponnesus into 
Boeotia. The battle was fought near the city of 
Tanagm.* The Athenians were defeated, and the 
Lacedaemonians quietly continued their march.^ 
The former now dreaded an open rupture. On 
these occasions the republic blushed at her injus-^ 
tice, and her leaders laid aside their rivalry. All 
eyes were turned towards Cimon, whom they had 
exiled a few years before; and Pericles, who had 

<" Diod. Sic. Ub. 11. page 63. Thucyd. lib. I. cap. 108< 
^ Diod. Sic. lib. 11. p. 64. Thucyd. lib. 1. cap. 108. ♦ About 
the year 466 before Christ. < Thucyd. lib. 1. cap. 108. 
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procured his banishment^ undertook to propose the 
decree for his recal/ 

This great man, honoured with the esteem of 
the Spartans^ and secure in the confidence of the 
Athenians, exerted all his endeavours to recal them 
to pacific views/ and prevailed on them at last to 
sign a truce for five years.* But as the Athenians 
could no longer bear the inactivity of peace, he lost 
no time in leading them into Cyprus, where he 
gained such signal advantages over the Persians, as 
to compel Artaxerxes to sue for peace as a sup- 
pliant.f The conditions were humiliating for the 
great king, and such as he would himself have dic- 
tated to a band of robbers who had infested the 
frontier of his kingdom. He acknowledged the in« 
dependence of the Greek cities of Ionia, and it was 
stipulated that his ships of war should not enter the 
seas of Greece, nor his land troops approach nearer 
to the coast than the distance of three days' march. 
The Athenians, on their part, swore to make no 
inroads on the territories of ArtaXerxes/ 

Such were the laws which a city of Greece im- 
posed on the greatest empire of the world. Thirty 
years before, the resolution of the same city to resist 
that power was considered as the mere effect of 
desperation, and her success as a prodigy. Cimon 
did not long enjoy his glory : he ended his days in 

' Plut. in Cim. p. 490. • Thucyd. lib. 1. c. 112. Plut. ia 

Cim. p. 490. * The year 460 before Christ. t The yew 
449 before Christ » Diod. Sic. lib. 12. p. 74. 
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Cyprus. With his death terminated the protpmty 
of the Athenians ; and here I should conclude this 
part of their history^ had I not to collect a few 
circumstances that characterize the age in which he 
lived. 

When the Persians invaded Greece^ two mo- 
tives of fear induced the Athenians to make a 
vigorous resistance : the fear of slavery^ which in 
free nations has at all times produced more virtues 
than the principles of their pditical institutions; 
and the dread of public opinion^ which among all 
nations often supplies the place of virtue. The 
former operated more powerfully on the Athemans, 
as they b^an to enjoy that liberty which had cost 
them two ages of dissensions ; the latter they owed 
to their education and long habit At this period 
they were happy under the dominion of that mo- 
derty* which blushes at licentiousness as wdl as 
cowardice ; which inclines every cidzen to confine 
hin»elf within the limits of his conditioo^ or those 
assigned him by his abilities ; which makes the law 
a check for the powerful, the practice of his duties 
a resource for the feeble^ and renders the esteem of 
his fellow-citizens indispensable to every one. 

Men shunned employments^ because they were 
worthy of them;' none ventured to aspire to dis- 
tinctions> because the respect of the public sufficed 
to recompense services rendered to the state. Never 

* Plat de Leg. lib. 3. p. C99. ' Isocr. Ajr«op. t. i. p. 336. 
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were greater actions performed than in this age; 
never were men more remote from the idea that the 
glory of such actions should be confined to a few 
individuals. Statues were erected in honour of 
Solon, of Harmodius, and Aristogiton ; but it was 
not till after their death. Aristides and Themis* 
tocles saved the republic, but that republic did not 
even decree them a single crown of laurel.' When 
Miltiades, after the battle of Marathon^ solicited 
this honour in the assembly of the people, a person 
rose up and said: '^ Miltiades, when you shall 
alone repulse the barbarians, you alone shall be 
honoured with a crown/" Not long after, some 
Athenian troops, under the command of Cimon, 
gaining considerable advantages in Thrace, on their 
return, demanded a reward. In the commemora- 
tive inscriptions that were engraven, a general eulo- 
gium vms passed on the troops, but no person was 
particularly named/ 

•As each citizen might be useful, and was not 
liable to be humiliated every instant by unjust dis« 
tinctions, all knew they had it in their power to 
acquire personal respect; and^ as manners were 
pure and simple, they possessed in general that in^ 
dependence and dignity which men lose ovAj by the 
multiplicity of wants and interests. 

I shall not adduce, as doing honour to this age^ 

y Machin. Orat cont. Gtesiph. p. 457. * Plut in Cim. 

p. 483. * iEschin. Orat. cont. Gtesiph. p. 458. Plut in Cim. 
p. 482. 
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the distinguished homage rendered by the Athenians 
to the integrity of Aristides. This happened at a 
representation of one of the dramas of ^schylus. 
The actor having said that Amphiaraus was less 
anxious to appear a man of worth than really to be 
so, every eye was immediately turned towards 
Aristides.** A nation that is corrupted might make 
a ^similar application ; but the Athenians had pI- 
ways more deference for the counsels of Aristides 
than for those of Themistocles ; and this we should 
not have seen in a corrupted nation. 

After their successes against the Persians, the 
pride attendant on victory^ united itself in their 
hearts with the virtues by which that victory had 
been procured ; and this pride appealed the better 
founded, as men had never fought in a juster or 
more important cause. 

When a poor and virtuous nation suddenly at- 
tains a certain point of elevation, one of two things 
must necessarily happen ; either that to preserve its 
constitution it shall renounce every idea of aggran- 
dizement, in which case it peaceably enjoys its own 
esteem, and the respect of other nations, which 
happened to the Lacedssmonians ; or that it shall 
determine at any rate to increase its power, and 
then it becomes unjust and oppressive, as was the 
case with the Athenians. 

Themistocles led them astray in the path he 

^ Plut. in Arist. p. 320. ^ Aristoph. Equit, v, 779. 
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pointed out to them; and their other statesmen^ 
for from moderating, seemed only attentive to in- 
flame their ardour. 

On the second invasion of the Persians, Mil- 
tiades proposed to meet the enemy in the open field.* 
This project was worthy the conqueror of Marathon. 
That of Themistocles was perhaps still bolder : he 
ventured to advise the Athenians to trust their fate 
to a naval combat. There were powerful reasons 
against this plan of defence. The Athenians 
scarcely knew how to steer their feeble ships ; they 
had no experience in maritime engagements. It 
was impossible to foresee that Xerxes would attack 
the Greeks in a strait ; and how could Themistocles 
flatter himself, as he asserted, that he should be able^ 
at all events, to force a passage through the Persian 
fleet, and safely convey the people of Athens to a 
distant country? However this may be, success 
justified Themistocles. 

But if the establishment of a navy proved the 
salvation of Athens, it soon became the instrument 
of her ambition and her ruin.' Themistocles, who 
wished to render his country the most powerful 
state in Greece, that he might be the first citizen of 
that state, gave orders to form a new port, to 
build an additional number of galleys, and put on 
board the fleet the soldiers, artisans, husbandmen, 
and the multitude of strangers he had brought to 

** Stesimbr. ap. Plut. in Themist. p. 113. ' Isocr. de Pac. 

t. i. p. 393. 
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Athens from every nation. After counselling them 
to spare the states on the continent who had joined 
Xerxes^ he attacked without mercy the islands 
which had been under the necessity of submitting^ 
to the Persians : ' he seized on their treasures ; and 
on his return to his country purchased partisans^ 
whom he retained and disgusted by his ostentation. 
Cimon and the other generals^ enriched by the 
same means^ displayed a magnificence hitherto 
unknown. After the example of Themistocles^ 
they had now no other object but to concur in the 
aggrandizement of the republic ; an idea that pre- 
vailed in every mind. 

The people^ elated with pride at seeing their 
generals lay at their feet the spoils and the volun- 
tary or forced submissions of the cities united to 
their dominions^ impetuously dispersed themselves 
over all the seas^ and appeared on every coasts 
multiplying conquests which insensibly perverted 
the character of the national valour : for those cou- 
rageous soldiers who had braved death in the fields 
of Marathon and Plateaa, now servilely occupied 
in maritime operations, were, for the most part, 
employed only in attempting cautious descents^ 
surprising defenceless towus^ and ravaging aban- 
doned fields : — a species of war that teaches men 
to estimate their comparative strength^ to approach 
the enemy with care and feftr^ and to take to flight 
without a blush .« 

' Plut. in Themist, p. 122. « Plat de Leg. lib. 4. t. ii. p. 706, 
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The national manners received the fatal blow 
which an intercourse with foreigners^ the rivalry of 
power or influence^ the spirit of conquest^ and the 
thirst of gain^ inevitably give to a government 
founded on virtue. That multitude of obscure 
citizens who served on board the fleets^ and to 
whom the republic owed every attention^ since she 
owed to them her glory^ contracted in their etpedi^ 
tions the vices of pirates^ and^ becoming every day 
more enterprising, ruled without controul in the 
public assembly, and transferred the authority into 
the hands of the multitude — an almost unavoidable 
consequence in a state possessing a flourishing 
navy."* Two or three anecdotes will show how 
very soon the principles of right and equity became 
enfeebled among the people. 

Aftei* the battle of Platasa^ Themistocles pub- 
licly declared that he had conceived an important 
project, the success of which could only be secured 
by the most impenetrable secrecy. The people 
answered : '' Let it be communicated to Aristides ; 

we refer it to him.'* Themistocles drew the latter 

• 

aside, and said to him : '' The fleet of our allies is 
now lying, without suspicion, in the port of PagassB; 
I propose to bum it, and we are masters of Greete.'* 
'' Athenians,'' said Aristides, '' nothing can be 
more for your interest than the project of Themis- 
tocles ; but nothing can be so unjust." '' We will 

^ Arist. de Rep. lib. 5. c. 3. p. 380 et 390. Flut. it Them, 
p. l%\. 

4 
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hear no more of it/' exclaimed the whole assembly 
with one voice.* 

Some years after^ the Samians proposed to the 
Athenians to violate an article of the treaty entered 
into with the allies. The people asked the opinion 
of Aristides : '^ The proposal of the Samians is 
unjust^" answered he^ ^' but it is to your interest.'' 
The people approved the project of the Samians.*" 
In a word^ after a short interval of time^ and under 
Pericles^ the Athenians^ on more occasions than 
one, had the insolence to avow that they were ac- 
quainted with no other law of nations than that of 
force*' 



SECTION III, 

40E OF PBRICLB8.* 

Pericles very early perceived that his birth and 
riches gave him claims to power, and rendered him 
suspected by his fellow-citizens. His fears were 
au^ented by other circumstances. Some old men, 
who had known Pisistratus, thought they discovered 
him again in the young Pericles, who they affirmed 
had the same features, the same tone of voice, and 
the same powers of eloquence." It was necessary 

* Plut. in Ari8t. p. 332. Id. in Themist p. 122. ^ Plut in 
Arist p. 334. » Thucyd. lib. 6. c. 89, &c. ♦ From the 

yev 444 to the year 404 )>efor9 Christ. ■ Pluu in PericI, 

p,165. 
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to obtain a pardon for this resemblance^ and its 
concomitant advantages. Pericles dedicated his 
early years to the study of philosophy, without in- 
terfering in public affairs^ and appeared to court no 
other distinction but that of valour." 

After the death of Aristides^ and the exile of 
Themistocles^ Cimon took the reins of government; 
but^ frequently occupied with distant expeditions^ 
left the Athenians to fluctuate between several can- 
didates, incapable of fixing their confidence. Peri- 
cles was now seen to withdraw himself from society, 
renounce pleasures, and attract the attention of the 
multitude by a solemn step, a decent carriage, a 
modest exterior, and irreproachable manners ."" At 
length he appeared in the assembly, and his first 
essays astonished the Athenians. He was indebted 
to nature for making him the most eloquent of men, 
and to study for rendering him the furst of the 
orators of Gfrecce.' 

The celebrated masters who had instructed his 
infancy, continuing to guide him by their counsels, 
taught him the first principles of politics and mo- 
rals. His genius made their knowledge his own.*! 
Hence that profundity, that plenitude of informa- 
tion, that' force of style, which he could occasion- 
ally 9often, those graces which he did not neglect 
but never affected, and other innumerable great 

» Plut. io Pericl. p. 165. • Id. ib. p. 154 el 155. p Cic. 
de Clar. OraU c. 11. t. i. p. 345. Died. Sic. lib. 12. p. 96. 
*> Plut in Per. p. 156. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



876 INTRODUCTION, 

qualities that enabled him to persuade such as he 
could not convince^ and to impel even those who 
were alike insensible to persuasion and conviction. 

His discourses discovered a commanding ma- 
jesty that overwhelmed the mind. This was the 
firuit of his conversations with the philosopher 
Anaxagoras^ who, by explaining to him the princi- 
ples and phaenomena of nature^ seemed to have 
raised to still greater sublimity the natural elevation 
of his mind.' 

Nor was the dexterity with which he pressed his 
adversaries and eluded their pursuits less admired. 
For this he was indebted to the philosopher Zeno 
of Elea^ who had more than once conducted him 
through the mazes of a captious logic^ to discover 
to him its secret issues.' One of the greatest an- 
tagonists of Pericles therefore often said — '^ When 
I have got him down^ and am holding him under 
me^ he cries out that he is not vanquished, and per- 
suades every body to believe him.'** 

Pericles knew the Athenians too w^U not to 
found his hopes on his eloquence^ and was too well 
acquainted with the excellence of that endowment 
not to be the first to respect it. Before he ap- 
peared in public^ he secretly endeavoured stron^y 
to impress his mind with the idea that he was about 
to address freemen^ Greeks^ and Athenians.* 

' Pint ID Per. p. 156. • Id. ib. p. 164. ' Id. ib. p. 156. 
Id. Prec. Gen Reip. t li. p. 801. " Plut. Apophth. U ii. 

p. 186. 
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He refrained, notwithstanding, as much as 
possible, from appearing at the assembly; because, 
always intent on pursuing gradually the project of 
raising himself to power, he feared by new suc- 
cesses to obliterate the impression made by those 
which he had before obtained, and too precipitately 
to carry the admiration of the people to that point 
whence it only can descend. The public judged 
that an orator who disdained the applauses he was 
certain of receiving, merited the confidence he did 
not seek, and that the affairs which he proposed for 
discussion must be important indeed, since they had 
constrained him to break silence.' 

A high idea was formed of the power he had 
over his own passions, when one day that the as^ 
sembly continued its deliberations until night, they 
saw him perpetually interrupted and insulted by an 
obscure individual, who followed him with reviUngs 
even to his house, where Pericles coolly directed one 
of his slaves to take a flambeau and light the man 
home.^ 

When it was observed, in short, that he dis- 
played in every thing not only the talent, but even 
the virtue adapted to circumstances ; in his domes- 
tic life, the simplicity and frugality of ancient times ; 
in the administration of public affairs, an unalter- 
able disinterestedness and probity; in the command 
of armies, a careful attention to leave nothing to 

» Plut, 10 Per. p. 155. ' Id. ibid. p. 164. 
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chance^ and to risk his reputation rather than the 
safety of the state;' men concluded that a mind 
capable of contemning praise and insult^ wealth, 
superfluities^ and even glory itself, could not but pos- 
sess that noble zeal for the public good which an- 
nihilates all other passions, or at least concentrates 
them in a single sentiment. 

It was this illusion above all that raised Pericles ; 
and he found means to maintain the character 
which he had act^uired for the space of nearly forty 
years,* in the midst of an enlightened people, jealous 
of their authority, and who were as easily tired 
of their admiration as of their obedience. 

He first shared the public favour before he ob- 
tained it undivided. Cimon was at the head of the 
nobles and the rich; Pericles declared in favour of 
the multitude he despised, which gave him a con- 
siderable party. Cimon, who by lawful means had 
acquired an immense fortune in his expeditions, em- 
ployed it in embellishing the city and in relieving 
the wretched. Pericles, by the ascendancy he had 
gained, disposed of the public treasure of the Athe- 
nians and their allies, filled Athens with the noblest 
productions of art, assigned pensions to the poorest 
citizens, distributed among them part of the con- 
quered lands, augmented the number of the festivals, 
and granted an emolument to those who sat as 
judges in the courts, and those who should be present 

• Plut. io Per. p. 161, 162, &c. •!<!. ibrd. p. 161. 
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at the spectacles and general assemblies.^ The 
people^ seeing only the hand that gave, shut their 
eyes to the source from whence it drew. They be- 
came more and more united to Pericles, who, to 
attach them still more strongly to himself, rendered 
them the accomplices of the repeated acts of injus- 
tice of which he was guilty, and made use of them 
to strike those great strokes, which by displaying 
power augment it. He procured the banishment 
of Cimon, on a false accusation of maintaining a 
suspicious correspondence with the Lacedaemo- 
nians ;* and, under frivolous pretexts, destroyed the 
authority of the Areopagus, which vigorously op- 
posed its influence to his innovations, and the 
growing licentiousness of the times.* 

After the death of Cimon, Thucydides, his 
brother-in-law, laboured to re-animate the tottering 
party of the principal citizens. He possessed not 
the military talents oi Pericles ; yet, equally skilful 
with him in managing the inclinations and prejudices 
of the public, he for some time maintained an equi- 
librium, but at length was condemned to banish- 
ment by the ostracism.* 

Prom this moment Pericles changed his system : 
he had subj ugated the party of the rich by flattering the 
multitude ; and he now subjugated the multitude by 
restraining their caprices, sometimes by an invincible 

^ Aristot. de Rep. lib. % c. 12. t. ii. p. 336. PluUin Per. 
p. 166 et 1 57. ' Plut. in Cim. p. 489. •* Id. in Per. 

p. 157. * Plut. in Per. p. 158 et 161. 
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oppositiiHi^ and at others by the wisdom of his 
counsels or the charms of his eloquence/ Every 
things was governed by his will, though every thing 
was apparently transacted according to the esta- 
bUshed laws and customs ; and liberty, lulled into 
security by the observance of the republican forms, 
imperceptibly expired under the weight of genius. 

In proportion as Pericles augmented his power^ 
he was less lavish of his influence and his presence.. 
Confining himself to a small circle of relations and 
friends, he was supposed to be solely occupied with 
plans for the pacification or disturbance of Greece ; 
while, from his retirement, he kept a vigilant eye 
over the different branches of government. The 
Athenians, docile to the impulse, implicitly obeyed 
the first mover, because they rarely saw him court 
their suffrages; and equally extravagant in their 
expressions as their sentiments, they represented 
Pericles only under the semblance of the most po* 
tent of the gods. Was his voice heard on important 
occasions, they exclaimed that Jupiter had en- 
trusted him with his thunder and his %htning;^ 
did he, on others, act only by the mediation of his 
creatures, they reflected that the sovereign of the 
skies committed to subordinate genii the details of 
the government of the universe. 

Perides extended, by splendid victories, the do- 
minions of the republic; but when he saw the 

' Plut in Per. p. 151. • Aristoph. in Acarn. v. 529. Plut 
in Per. p. 156. Cic. Orat. c. 9. t. i. p. 416. 
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Athenian power attain to a certain point of eleva- 
tion^ he deemed it disgraceful to suffer it to decline^ 
and a misfortune any ferther to augment it. All 
his operations were governed by this consideration; 
and it was the triumph of his politics so long to 
have retained the Athenians in inaction^ while he 
held their allies in dependence^ and kept Lace- 
daemon in awe. 

The Athenians^ full of the consciousness of their 
power^ — of that consciousness which in the higher 
ranks produces haughtiness and pride^ but in the 
multitude insolence and ferocity, — ^no longer con- 
fined their views to the sovereignty of Greece, but 
meditated the conquest of Egypt, Carthage, Sicily 
and Etruria. Pericles suffered these vast projects 
to evaporate, and only was the more attentive to the 
conduct of the allies of Athens.'* 

The republic successively broke through those 
ties of equality which had formed the confederation 
between them and their allies: they imposed a 
yoke on them more humiliating than the conditions 
they had exacted from the barbarians, as it is more 
easy to accustom men to submit to violence than 
to injustice. Among other subjects of complaint, 
the allies reproached the Athenians with apidying 
to the embellishment of their city the sums annually 
granted by them all to carry on the war i^ainst the 
Persians. Pericles answered, that the fleets of the 

^ Isocr. de Pac. t. i« p. 403. Plat, in Per. p. 164. 
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republic secured her allies from the insults of the 
barbarians^ and that she had no other engagement 
to fulfil.' On this Euboea^ Samos^ and Byzantium^ 
revolted; but Euboea soon after returned to her 
obedience^^ Byzantium brought again the customary 
tribute/ and Samos, after a vigorous resistance^ in-' 
demnified the Athenians for the expenses of the 
war^ delivered up her ships^ demolished her \¥all», 
and gave hostages." 

The Peloponnesian league had now a new proof 
of the despotism the Athenians exercised over their 
allies^ and to which they would one day subject 
their enemies. Alarmed for a long time past at 
the rapidity of their progress^ and by no means 
relying on the subsisting treaties^ confirmed by a 
truce of thirty years,"* the confederates would more 
than once have stopped the course of their victo* 
ries, had they been able to overcome the extreme 
repugnance of the Lacedasmonians to every kind of 
war* 

Such was the disposition of men's minds among 
the Grecian states. Pericles was odious to some, 
and formidable to all. His reign, for so his ad^ 
ministration may be called,"" had not been shaken 
by the clamours of envy, and still less by the sa^ 

«Plut. in Per. p. 168. "^ Thucyd. lib. 1. c. 114. Diod. 

Sic. lib. 12. p. 76. » Thucyd. lib. 1. cap. 117. - Id.ibid. 

PJut. in Per. p. 167. ■ Thucyd. lib. 1. cap. 116. * The 

year 446 before Christ. Dodvrell, in Anoal. Thucyd. p. 104. 
•Thucyd. lib. 2. c. 66. Plut. in Per. p. 156. 
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tires or sallies of pleasantry launched ag^nst him 
from the theatre, or in society. But to that species 
of vengeance which consoles the people for their 
weakness^ at length succeeded confused murmurs, 
mingled with a gloomy inquietude that presaged an 
approaching revolution. His enemies^ not daring 
directly to attack him^ tried their weapons against 
those who had merited his protection or his friend- 
ship. 

Phidias^ intrusted with the superintendence of 
the superb monuments which decorate Athens, was 
accused of having embezzled part of the gold he 
had received to enrich the statue of Minerva. He 
proved his innocence, but nevertheless ended his 
days in prison. Anaxagoras, the most religious 
perhaps of the philosophers^ was judicially prose- 
cuted for the crime of impiety^ and obliged to fly. 
The spouse, the tender friend of Pericles, the 
celebrated Aspasia, accused of having insulted reli- 
gion by her conyersation, and good morals by her 
conduct, pleaded her own cause ; and the tears of 
her husband with difficulty saved her from the seve- 
. rity of her judges."* 

These attacks were but the prelude of those in- 
tended against Pericles himself, when an unforeseen 
event revived his hopes, and more firmly established 
his authority. 

p Diod. Sic. lib. 1^. p. 95. Plut. in Per. p. 169. Pbiloch. 
ap. Schol. Aristoph. in Pao. v. 604. 
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' Goneyra had for wme years been at mar with 
Oannth,'* from which city she derires her or^n. 
By (tie general law of Greece^ a foreign powder is 
not to intermeddle in the differences between a 
mofher-comitry and her cdonies. But it was the 
interest €ft the Athenians to attach to dienseWes a 
people with a flourishing navy, and whose situation 
enaUed tkem to ferour the passage of their fleets 
into Sicily and Italy. They admitted the Corc^- 
reantkitoliieir ailiaiMre, and sent them sucjconrs; 
en i^Uch Ihe GorintlMans loucUy coniphiBed HbaA the 
Athemans had brolcen the truce. 

PotideMi^ anodier colony of the Coranthims, 
had taken part widi the Athenians. The htter, 
suspectiBg dieir fidelity^ oidered the Potidaeans not 
only to give them hostages^ but to demolish their 
walls^ and to expel the wagistmtes annuafly sent 
them^ conformably to custom^ by the jnotlier-country . 
PotidsBa n^on tkis joined die PielopoDnesiaa lei^ue, 
and fms laid siege toby the Alkemans/ 

Secne time before, the Athenians, under some 
frivolous pretext, had excluded from their ports and 
markets the inhabitants of Megafa, Ihe allies of 
Lacedsemcm.' Other cities had been likewise de- 
iprived of their lavrs and liberties. 

tCorinth, wifiliing to excite a ^eaend vMir^ 
espoused their quarrels, and found means to eagage 



•» Thucyd. m. 1. c. «5, See. ' li ibid. c. 56. • Id. 

ibid. c. 67. Diod. Sic. lib. 12. p. 06. 
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them to demand exemplary satisfection t^rongl^ the 
I^Hcedasmoniaj)8, the chiefs of the Peloponnesian 
jl^ague/ The deputies Qf these different cities 
arrive at Lacedaem.on: they are assembled^ and 
display their grievances with eqpal asperity and 
yehemence; they relate their past su^erings, their 
future apprehejisions, and jjttt^r all that a just ven- 
geance can dictate^ or jealousy and hatred inspire. 
When the minds of the assembly are prepared to 
receive still stronger impressions^ one of the CJorin- 
thian ambassadors takes up the sul;^ect/ and re- 
proaches the Liacedflsmonians mth that good faith^ 
which forbids tbe^l to suspect the insincerity of 
(Others ; and that moderation imputed to them as a 
merjt^ whi4) renders them so indifferent to the 
J9|ere#ts of the neighbouring powers. '' How often 
baye w# aj^zed you/' say they, '*^ of the projects 
of the Atbepiws ! and how necessary is it again to 
Tfemind you of them ! Corcyra, whose navy might, 
OH occasion, so powerfully assist us, has entered 
into their aQiance ; Potidaoa, the city which secured 
o»v possessions 19 Thrace, is about to fall into 
their hands. We accuse none but you as the 
authors of our losses ; you, who, after the Median 
war, permitted o^T eni^m^es to fpi*ify theijr city, and 
i^Qtend tbmr conquests ; you, wW) we the protec- 
tors <>f Bbprty, yet by your sjji^nce favour idavery ; 
yoM, whp 4ejlitier8Jle when it is ti^ie to act, and who 

' Thacyd. lib. I, c. 07. ■ Id. ibid. c. 68. 
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never think of your defence till the enemy fells on 
you with all his forces. It is still fresh in our me- 
mories, that the M edes issuing from the depth of 
Asia had over-run all Greece, and penetrated even 
into Peloponnesus, whilst you remained inactive in 
your houses. It is not against a distant nation you 
will have to fight, but against a people at your doors ; 
against those Athenians whose resources and cha- 
racter you have never known, and with which you 
are still unacquainted : a people ardent in forming 
projects ; skilful in varying them according to cir- 
cumstances ; so prompt in their execution, that to 
desire and to possess are with them the same thing ; 
so presumptuous as to imagine themselves robbed 
of those conquests they have not been able to 
effect ; and so grasping as never to limit themselves 
to those they have obtained : a bold and turbulent 
nation, whose courage rises with danger, as their 
hope increases with misfortune ; who regard indo- 
lence as a torment, and whom the gods in their 
anger have cast upon the earth, never to know 
repose, nor ever to suffer it to be enjoyed by 
others. 

*^ What have you to oppose to so many advan- 
tages? Projects beneath your powers, diffidence in 
the wisest resolutions, tardiness in your opera- 
tions, discouragement at the slightest check, dread 
of extending your domains, negligence in preserving 
them. Your whole conduct, and every principle 
on which you act, is as injurious to the repose of 
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Greece as to your own safety. Not to attack any 
one; to be always prepared against an attack; 
these means do not always appear to you sufficient 
to secure the happiness of a people. You wish 
never to repel insult^ but when some real prejudice 
results from it to the country — a fatal maxim^ 
which^ if adopted by the neighbouring nations, 
would scarcely secure you from their invasions. 

'^ O, Lacedaemonians ! your conduct is too 
strongly tinctured with the simplicity of the first 
ages. Other times demand other manners, and 
another system. Unchangeable principles can suit 
only a state certain of enjoying an uninterrupted 
peace; but when, by her connexions with other 
nations, the interests of a city become more com- 
plicated, she must recur to a more refined policy. 
Abjure then, after the example of the Athenians, 
that integrity which cannot accommodate itself to 
events; lay aside that indolence which keeps you 
shut up within the precincts of your walls ; make 
an irruption into Attica, and force not your allies, 
your faithful friends, to throw themselves into the 
arms of your enemies. Then, placed at the head 
of the nations of Peloponnesus, you will show your- 
selves worthy of the empire our ancestors bestowed 
on your virtues." 

Some Athenian deputies, brought by other 
afiairs to Lacedsemon, desired to speak ; not to 
reply to the accusations they had heard, the Lace- 
daemonians were not their judges; they wished 
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only to induce tbe aMembly to raspehd a deeMon 
which might be foBowed by the moM ftrtal coifle^ 
quences.* 

They reminded the Lacedaemonians with much 
complacency of the batdes of Marathon and Sala- 
mis. These the Athenians had gained : they had 
expelled the barbarians^ and saved Greece. A 
people capable of such great achievements doubt- 
less merited some attention. '' Etlvy^" said they^ 
'^ now imputes U> them as a cnxxte the authority 
they exercise over part of the Grecian states ; but 
it is Lacedsemon Who has tmnsfbrred to them that 
right: they preserve it, because it cotiH not be 
abandoned without danger: they exert it, however, 
with mildness, and not with severity ; and if they 
are sometimes obliged to employ rigour, it is from 
the impossibility of retaining the weak in subjec- 
tion by other means than force. Let Lai^edsiflon 
cease to listen to the unjust complaints of tl>e alMes 
of Athens, and the jealous anger of her own : let 
her, before she takes a part in the dispute, reflect 
on the importance of the interests about to be dis- 
cussed, and on the uncertainty of the events which 
may follow a decision. Away witk that intoxica- 
tion that allows nations only to listen to the voice 
of reason, when they have sunk into the depths of 
mteery ; which makes every wiar terminate tonly where 
it shotdd have begun. There is yet time, and we 

« Thucjid. lib. 1. c. 72. 
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.may brii^ our dfierences to an amicable conclu- 
iion, by the mode prescribed to us by treatiefi^: but 
if, in contempt of oatbi^^ you break the truce^ we 
wiB take the gods^ the avengers of perjury, to wit- 
ness, and prepare for the most vigorous (fefence." 

Having ended this harangue, the ambassadors 
quitted the assemUy; ami king Arehidamus, who 
united long experience to profound wisdom, p^^ 
ceiving, from the agitation of men's minds, that 
war was inevitable, was desirous at least to retard 
the decisive moment. 

'' People of Laced8Bmon," said he,' " 1 have 
been vritness to many wars, as have also several 
amongst you, and am for that very reason but the 
more disposed to fear for the event of that you are 
about to undertake. Without preparation:, and 
without resources, you are going to attack a natiion 
expert in naval affairs, formidable from the number 
of its soldiers and its ships, and rich from the pro- 
ductions of its country and the tributes of its idlies. 
What is to inspire you with this confidence ? Is it 
your fleet ? What a length of time will it require 
to restore it? Is it the state of your finances ? We 
have no public treasury," and individuals are poor. 
Is it the hope of detaching from Athens her cdlies ?^ 
But as the greater part of them are islanders, yoci 
must be masters of the sea, to excite and itmintaia 
their defection. Is it the project of ravaging the 

y Thucyd. lib. 1, c. 79. ' Plut. Apophlh. Lac. t. ii. p. 217. 
• Thucyd. ibid. 
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plains of AttTca^ and of terminating this mighty 
quarrel in one campaign? Alas! do you imagine 
that the loss of a single harvest^ so easily repaired 
in a country with a flourishing commerce^ will en- 
gage the Athenians to sue to you for peace ? There 
is far greater reason to fear that we shall be com- 
pelled to leave this war as a wretched inheritance 
to our children ! The hostilities of cities and indi- 
viduals are transient; but when war is once en- 
kindled between two powerful states, it is as difficult 
to foresee the consequences as to extricate ourselves 
with honour. 

'' I am not of opinion that we should abandon 
our allies to oppression : I only say that, previous 
to taking arms, we should send ambassadors to the 
Athenians, and open a negociation. They have 
proposed to us this mode ; and it were injustice to 
refuse it. In the interval we shall address ourselves 
to the nations of Greece,, and, since necessity re- 
quires it, to the barbarians themselves, in order to 
obtain succours in money and ships. If the Athe- 
nians reject our complaints, we will repeat them 
afiter two or three years' preparations, when we shall 
perhaps find them more tractable. 

'' The tardiness imputed to us has always con- 
stituted our security: never have praises or re- 
proaches excited us to rash enterprises. We are 
not skilled enough to (Jepreciate, by eloquent 
harangues, the power of our enemies; but we 
know that, to enable us to conquer, we must 
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esteem them^ judge of their conduct by our own^ 
guard ourselves against their prudence as well as 
against their valour, and reckon less upon their er- 
rors than on the wisdom of our own precautions. 
We are of opinion that one man does not diflFer 
from another, but that the most formidable is he 
who, on critical occasions, conducts himself with 
the most prudence and wisdom. 

'' Let us not deviate from the maxims we have 
received from our fathers, and which have preserved 
this state. Deliberate at leisure ; let not a single 
moment decide on your property, your glory, the 
blood of so many citizens, and the fate of so 
many nations ; let war be prepared for, but declare 
it not ; make your preparations as if you expected 
nothing from your negociations ; and reflect that 
these measures are the most useful to your country, 
and the best adapted to intimidate the Athenians." 

The harangue of Archidamus would perhaps 
have prevented the Lacedaemonians from immedi- 
ately resolving on war, had not Sthenelaidas, one 
of the ephori, to divert its effect, immediately ex- 
claimed : ** 

'' I can understand nothing of the verbose elo- 
quence of the Athenians : their own eulogium is 
their inexhaustible theme, but they never utter a 
single word which makes for their defence. The 
more irreproachable their conduct in the Median 

^ Thucyd. lib, 1. c. 86. 
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yfwe, the more disgraceful is it at this day ; and 1 
declare them dottbly cidpable^ since they trere Tir^ 
taous.^ and have ceased to be so. As for us^ ever 
the same, we will not betray our allies^ bat defend 
tbem with the same ardour with which they are at- 
tacked. The question however is not now respect- 
ing speeches and discussions ; it i» not by words 
that our allies have been injured. The most speedy 
vengeance alone can now befit the d^pfrity of Sparta. 
Aikl tet it not be said that we sfaoaid defiberate 
after receiving an insult ; our enemies should have 
deliberated before they insulted us. Give your 
voices then for war^ O Lacedsemonians ! and at 
length prescribe some limits to the injustice and 
ambition of the Athenians. Let us march^ secure 
of the protection of the gods^ against these oppres- 
sors of liberty." 

He spoke^ and instantly called on the people to 
give their suffrages. Many of the assembly sup- 
ported, the opinion of the king; but the greater 
number voted that the Athenians had broken the 
truce, and it was determined to convoke a general 
council of their allies to proceed to a final resolu- 
tion. 

All the deputies being arrived^ the question was 
again discussed^ and war determined on by the plu- 
rality of voices.* As no preparations however were 
yet made^ the Lacedaemonians ^were desired to send 

•^Thucyd. lib. I.e. 125. 
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deptttie^ to the Athenians^ and to lay before, them , 
the eomplaitits of the eonfedemted states of Pelo- 
potiAe^us. 

The object of the first embassy was only to 
obtam the banish rtf en t of Pericles> or to render him 
4»dious to the multitude.*^ The ambassadors made 
a pretext of motWes foreign from the differen<}es in 
question^ and which made no impression on the 
Athenians. 

New deposes offered to continue the trace. They 
proposed some conditions^ and finally Hmited their 
demands to the reTOCation of that decree which inter* 
dieted the commerce of Attica to the inhabitants of 
Megata.^ Pericles replied^ that the laws' did not 
allow them to remove the tablet on which this decree 
was inscribed. '' If you cannot remove it/' said 
one of the ambassadors^ '' only turn it ; your laws 
do not forbid that/'' 

In fine^ in a third embassy^ the deputies contented 
themselves with saying : '' The Lacedasmonians 
desire peace^ and make it depend only on one point. 
Permit the Grecian cities to govern themselves ac^ 
cording to their Iaws."« 

This last proposition was discussed^ as well as 
the preceding ones, in the assembly of the people. 
Opinio))s being divided, Pericles lost no time in 
mounting the rostrum. He represented that, con- 



^ Thucyd. lib. 1. c. 126. ' Id. ibid, c 129. ^ Plut. in 

Per. p. 168. f Tliucyd. lib. 1. c 139. 
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formably to treaties^ the differences arising between 
the contracting cities ought to be discussed by 
specific methods^ and that in the interim each 
should enjoy what it possessed. ^' In contempt of 
this formal decision/' said Pericles^ '' the Lacedae- 
monians imperiously signify to us their wili^ and, 
leaving us no alternative but war or submission^ 
command us to renounce the advantages we have 
gained over their allies. Do they not publicly de- 
clare that peace depends solely on the decree passed 
against Megara? and do not several among you cry 
out^ that so trifling a subject should not induce us 
to take up arms ? Athenians^ such offers are but a 
palpable snare ; we must reject them^ till they treat 
with us on a footing of equality. Every nation that 
pretends to dictate laws to a rival nation^ holds out 
chains to it. Should you give way on a single pointy 
they will imagine they have made you fear them, 
and firom that hour will impose on you still more 
humiliating conditions.*" 

'' And what have you at present to apprehend 
from that crowd of nations^ who differ as much in 
their character as in their origin ? What prolixity 
in the convocation of their assemblies ! What con- 
fusion in the discussion of their interests ! They 
employ one moment in consulting for the general 
welfare, but appropriate the remainder of their time 
to their particular advantages. These think only 

^ Thucyd. lib. 1. c. 140. 
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of their vengeance ; those of nothing but their 
safety; and almost all of them^ i^^Iying on each 
other for their preservation^ rush, without perceiving 
it, on their common ruin.'" 

Pericles next showed that the Peloponnesian 
allies not being in a condition to make many cam- 
paigns, the best method to ensure success would be 
to weary them out, and oppose a war by sea to 
their attacks by land. '^ They will make inroads," 
continued he, *^ into Attica j but our fleets will 
ravage their coasts, and they will be unable to re 
pair their losses, whilst we shall have lands enough 
to cultivate, either in the islands or on the continent. 
The empire of the sea gives such a superiority, that 
were you in an island, no power would venture to 
attack you. No longer consider Athens as any 
other' than a fortress, separated as it were from the 
land ; line the walls that defend it, and fill the ships 
that are in its harbour with soldiers. Let the ad- 
jacent country be considered as foreign to you, and 
become the prey of the enemy before your eyes. 
Do not yield to the senseless rashness of opposing 
your valour to the superiority of numbers. A vic- 
tory would soon draw upon you greater armies ; a 
defeat excite those allies we retain in their duty 
only by force to a revolt. It is not for the destruc- 
tion of your estates that you should weep, but for the 
loss of soldiers you must incur in a battle. Oh ! 

•Thucyd. lib.l. c. 141. 
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did I but posflfees (he powers of pemuafiie^^ I WQtAi 
propose to you thU very institnt to carry fire and 
sword through our fields, and the buildiags with 
which they are covered ; that the LacedasmoHians 
might learn no longer to regard them as pledges of 
our servitude.^ 

'^ I should have other promises of certain victory 
to offer you, were I asmired that, from the appre* 
heiijsion of adding new dangers to those of war^ 
you would not strive to combat with the view of 
conquest ; for I am more fearful of your errors than 
of the prefects of tibe enemy. 3ut we must now 
aosw^ the deputies; firsts Uiatlhe Megareaas shall 
be allowed still to trade with Attica, if the ]>cedsB- 
monians will m> longer forbid us and our alliea U> 
enter their city ; secondly, that (j^e Athenians wiB 
restore to Uie statos tbey have sulije^ted the li^ 
-berty t;bey IGorw^erly eBJoyed, if the La^edfmoniws 
wiU do the same by the cities wkach depend on 
them ; thirdly^ that the league of Athene offers thi^ 
of Pek^nnesus amicably to terminate Ae diffi^-" 
ences that at present subaist between tbe«/" 

After this answer^ the liaced^avoniw ambas<- 
sadors withdrew, and both sides ^viployed theia^ 
selves in preparations for the longest and most fatal 
war that ever desolated Greece* It la^tad sevw^ 
and-twenty years ;"> and originated in ihe ambition 

^ Thucyd. lib. I. c. 143. > Id. ibid. c. 144. ♦ In the 

spring of the year 431 before Christ. ^ Thucyd. lib. 5» 

C.26. 
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•f Athens, and the w^H-fiounded fears wfaicli the 
Lacedaemonians and their allies eatertained of her 
increasing power. The enemies of Pericles accused 
him of having pnNnoted it; and it seems undeni- 
able that it was usefnl to the re-establishment of bis 
authority. 

The Lacedmmonians had for their allies the 
B<eotiaai8, Phociefis, and Locrians, the people of 
Megaris, Ambracia, Leucas, Anactorium, and all 
P^ponnestts, except the Aleves, who observed a 
neutrality.'' 

On the sidke of the Athenians were the Gredaa 
cities situate on the coMts of Asfta# those ^ Thi»^ 
and the HeUesfMvit, almost the whole of Acarnania, 
some other smaller ckies, and afl the islands, except 
M<iIos and Thera. Besides these auxiliaries^ th^ 
were lliemselves abk to furnish tim leafftte with 
thirteen thousand soidiers iheayy armedj tfw^e bun'- 
dred cavalry, sixteen hundred archers .on foot, and 
three bandrad tgaUeys. Sixtoen thousand men, 
duiaen from among the citizens too old or too youj)g 
for the service of the field, and the strangers settled 
in AAens, were erafdoyed to defend the walls of the 
city aind the fortcesses of Attica.^ 

Six (faousaad taletfts* were deposited in the ci- 
tadel. In case of need^ upwitrds of five hundred 
moref mi^t he procured by melting down the 

■ Thucyi. Ub. 2. c. 0. Diod. Sic. lib. 12. p. 99. * Tkticyd. 
lib. 2. c. 13. Diod. Sic. lib. 12. p, 99. * 32,400,000 livxes 

(or 1,360,000/. sterling). + 2,700,000 livres (or ll^.^Opl. 

sterling). 
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sacred vessels^ and ather resources which Pericles 
pointed out to the people. 

Such were the forces of the Athenians^ when 
Archidamus, king of Lacedaemon^ after halting at 
the Isthmus of Corinth, and receiving from each 
confederated city of Peloponnesus two-thirds of the 
inhabitants able to bear arms/ advanced slowly to- 
wards Attica at the head of sixty thousand men.^ 
He attempted to renew the negociation, and with 
that view sent an ambassador to the Athenians, who 
refused to receive him, and commanded him in- 
stantly to quit the territories of the republic' Archi- 
damus then continuing his march, spread his army^ 
in the time of harvest, over the plains of Attica. 
The wretched inhabitants had retired at his ap- 
proach,* and transported their effects to Athens, 
where the greatest part of them found no other asy- 
lum but the temples, the tombs, the towers of the 
rkmparts, the obscurest hovels, and the most deso- 
late places. To their regret at having left their 
ancient and peaceful habitations vras added the af- 
flicting circumstance of beholding at a distance their 
houses consumed by the flames, and the fruits of 
their fields abandoned to the sword of the enemy.* 

The Athenians, constrained to endure insults 
aggravated by the recollection of so many glorious 
exploits, vented their rage and indignation in the 

p Thucyd, lib- 2. c 10. ' Plut in Per. t i. p. 170. 

' Thucyd. lib. 2. c. 12. • Id. ibid. c. 14. * Id. ibid, c 17 
et 21. 
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most furious exclamations against Pericles^ who 
held their valour enchained.** But that statesman 
answering only by his silence to either their prayers 
or menaces^ dispatched a fleet of a hundred sail for 
Peloponnesus,* and repressed the public clamour 
solely by the energy and dignity of his character. 

Archidamus, no longer finding subsistence in 
Attica, led back his army, laden with plunder, into 
Peloponnesus. The Lacedssmonians and their allies 
returned home, and did not again make their ap- 
pearance for the remainder of the year. After their 
retreat, Pericles senta squadron against theLocrians^ 
which gained some advantages.' The grand fleet, 
after spreading desolation along the coasts of Pelo- 
ponnesus, took, in its return, the island of Attica;' 
and soon after the Athenians marched in a body 
against the inhabitants of Megara, and ravaged 
their country.* The following winter they honoured 
by public funerals those who had fallen in batde; 
and Pericles eternized their renown in an eloquent 
harangue. The Corinthians fitted out forty galleys, 
made a descent in Acamania, and retreated with 
loss.^ Thus terminated the first campaign. 

Those which succeeded, in like manner present 
only a succession of partial actions, hasty excursions, 
and enterprises that seem foreign to the object pro- 
posed on either side. Whence happened it that 

" Thucyd. lib. 2. c. 22. * Id. ibid. c. 23. Plut. in 

PericK p. 170. y Thucyd. lib. 2. c 26. » Id. ibid, c. 27. 
• Id. ibid. c. 31. »» Id. ibid. c. 33 et 34. 
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nations so warlike, and such near neig^hbours, ani- 
mated by an ancient jealousy, and recent animosities, 
should attempt nothing but to surprise and avoid each 
other, to divide their forces, and, by a multitude of 
desultory diversions without splendour or danger, to 
multiply and prolong the miseries of war? The 
cause certainly could only be the impossibility of con- 
ducting this war in the manner of any other. 

The Peloponnesian league was so superior in land 
forces, that the Athenians could not risk a general 
action without exposing themselves to certain ruin. 
The states which formed that league were ignorant 
of the art of attacking tovms : they bad recently fidl- 
ed before a little fortress of Attica/ nor did they af- 
terwards gain possession of the city of Plataea in 
Bfeotia, defended by a feeble garrison, till after a 
blockade of nearly two years, which compelled the 
inhabitants to surrender for want of provisions.* 
How therefore could they flatter themselves that 
they should be able to take by assault, or reduce by 
&mine, such a city as Athens, which could be de- 
fended by thirty thousand men, and whkh, beings 
mistress of the sea, might be easily supplied with 
the necessary subsistence? 

All the enemy could effect, therefore, was to 
destroy the harvests of Attica, which they regulariy 
practised in the first year of the war ; but these in- 
cursions were necessarily but transient, since the 

« Thucyd. lib. 2- c 19. ^ Id. ibid. c. 78 ; lib. 3. c. 20. 
Diod. Sic. lib. 12. p. 102 et 109. 
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invaders^ being extremely poor, and wanted at home 
for their rustic labours, could not long remain in 
arms and in a distant country.* They at length re- 
solved to augment the number of their ships ; but 
many years were requisite to acquire the knowledge 
of managing them, and to attain that experience 
which the practice of fifty years had procured to the 
Athenians/ The skill of the latter was so decidedly 
superior at the commencement of the war, that their 
smallest squadrons did not hesitate to attack the 
largest fleets of the Peloponnesians.* 

In the seventh year of the war,* the Lace- 
daemonians, to save four hundred and twenty of their 
soldiers,^ besieged by the Athenians in an island, 
demanded peace, and delivered up about sixty gal- 
leys, which were to be restored to them in case the 
prisoners were not set at liberty. They never were 
given up, and the Athenians detaining the vessels,* 
the Peloponnesian navy was destroyed. Its restora- 
tion was retarded by various incidents until the 
twentieth year of the war, when the king of Persia 
engaged by promises and treaties to provide for its 
maintenance.^ The Lacedaemonian league now 
covered the sea with their ships ;' the two states 
attacked each other more directly, till) after alter- 
nate successes and reverses of fortune, the power of 

• Thucyd. lib. 1. c. 141. ' Id. ibid. c. 142. » Id. lib. 2. 
c. 8«. ♦ About ibe year 424 before Christ. »• Thncyd. lib. 
4. c. 8. * Id. ibid. c. 16 et 23. ^ Id. lib; 8. c. 5, 18, 36, 45, 
&c. * Id. ibid. c. 3. 

£e2 
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Athens yielded to that of the Lacedsemonians and 
their allies. 

Nor were the Athenians on their side more able 
to give law to Greece by the number of their ships^ 
than their enemies by their numerous land forces. 
When the former appeared with their fleets in 
places where the Peloponnesians had possessions^ 
their utmost attempts were confined to laying waste 
a part of the coasts making themselves masters of 
a defenceless town, and levying contributions with- 
out venturing to penetrate into the country. Was 
it necessary to lay siege to some strong hold in a 
distant country, though they possessed more re- 
sources than the Lacedssmonians, the tediousness 
of the operations exhausted their finances, and the 
inconsiderable number of troops they were able to 
employ. The taking of Potideea cost them a great 
number of soldiers, the labour of two years and a 
half, and two thousand talents.^" 

Thus, from the extreme diversity of forces, and 
their excessive disproportion, the war was inevitably 
spun out to a great length. And this Archidamus 
and Pericles," the two ablest politicians of Greece, 
had foreseen; with this difference, that the fprmer 
imagined that delay was what the Lacedaemonians 
had most to fear, and the latter, that it was a de- 
sirable circumstance for the Athenians. 

♦ 10,800,000 livres (or 450,OOOL sterling.) ■" Thucyd. 
lib. 1. c. 64, lib. % c. 70. Dodwell, in Thucyd. p. 114. Diod. 
Sic. lib. 1% p. 102. " Thucyd. lib. 1. c. 81 et 14K 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



INTRODUCTION. 403 

' It was by no means difficult likewise to foresee 
that the conflagration would break out, be extin- 
guished, and rage anew at intervals amongst all the 
different states. As the neighbouring cities were 
divided by separate interests, and some detached 
themselves, on the slightest pretext, from the con- 
federation, whilst others remained a prey to factions 
perpetually fomented by Athens and Lacedsemon, 
war vms waged between state and state in the same 
province, between city and city in the same state, 
and between party and party in the same city. 

Thucydides, Xenophon, and other celebrated 
authors, have depicted the miseries resulting from 
these long and fetal dissensions. Without following 
them through minute details only interesting to the 
people of Greece, I shall relate a few of the events 
which more particularly respect the Athenians. 

At the commencement of the second year, the 
enemy returned into Attica, and the plagUe broke out 
in Athens.** Never did this dreadful scourge ravage 
so many climates. Proceeding from ^Ethiopia, it 
had visited Egypt, Libya, part of Persia, the isle of 
Lemnos, and other places. A merchant ship had 
no doubt brought it into the Piraeus, where it made 
its first appearance, and whence it spread wdth fury 
over the city, and raged more particularly in those 
obscure and unwholesome dwellings in which the 
inhabitants of the country were crowded together. 

The malady successively attacked all parts of 

« Thucyd. lib. 2. c. 47. 
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the body :^ its symptoms were dreadful^ its progress 
rs^d^ and its termination almost always fatal. 
From the first appearance of infection the mind 
lost its powers^ the body seemed to acquire new 
strength^ and it was a cruel suffering to resirt the 
disorder without being able to support the pain. 
Sleepless nights^ terrors^ continual hiccups^ and 
violent convulsions^ were not the only torments 
endured by the sick. A burnii^ beat deviMired 
their entrails. The wretched sufferers^ covered 
with ulcers and livid spots, thehr eyes ioBamed^ 
their lungs oppressed^ their bowels torn with agony, 
and exhaling a fetid odour from their mouths pol* 
luted with an impure blood, were seen dragging Uie 
mserable remains of themselves through the streets 
to seek a freer respiration; and, unable to extin^ 
guish the burning thirst which consumed their vitals, 
throwing themselves into wells, or rivers covered 
with floating ice. 

The ^eatest part perished on the seventh or 
ninth day; or, if their lives were prolonged beyond 
that term, they only suffered a more painful afid 
more lingering death. 

Such as did not sink under the malady were 
scarcely ever attacked a second time;^ — :a jEeeUe 
consolation ! for they now presaited to the «ye only 
the wretched relics of Uiemselves. Some had b»st 
the use of several of th^r limbs; others retained 

p Thucyd. lib. 2. c. 49. Piut. m Pericl. p. 171. Diod. Sic. 
p. 101. Lucr. lib. 6. *» Thucyd. lib. 2. c. 51. 
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no idea of the past: happy^ doubtless^ in the un- 
consciousness of their condition; but^ alas! they 
were unable to recognise their friends!' 

The same mode of treatment altema^ly pro- 
duced salutary and injurious effects; the disorder 
seemed to set all rules and experience at defiance. 
As it likewise raged in maixy of the Persian pro- 
vinces^ king Artaxerxes resolved to invite to their 
assistance the celebrated Hippocrates^ then in the 
isle of Cos :' he made him the most splendid offers 
of wealth and honours^ but the great man replied 
to the great king, that he had neither wants nor 
desires, and that he owed his skill to, Greece rather 
than to her enemies/ He then came to offer his 
services to the Athenians, who received him the 
more gratefully, as the greater part of their physi- 
cians had fallen victims to their zeal. He exhausted 
all the resources of his art, and often exposed his 
life. If he obtained not all the success due to 
such noble and generous conduct, and such superior 
talents, he at least distributed hope and consolation. 
It is said that, to purify the air, he caused great 
fires to be kindled in the streets of Athens." Others 
assert that this method was employed not unsuc- 
cessfully by a physician of Agrigentum, named 
Acron.* 

At the beginning of this dreadful calamity, sub- 

' Thucyd. lib. 2. c. 49. " Suid. in Hippocr. * Plut. in 
Cat. t. i. p. 350. Galen. Quod. Opt. Med. t. i. " Ap. Hip- 
pocr. t. ii. p. 970. ^ Plut. de Isid. et Osir. t. ii. p. 383. 
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lime examples of filial piety and generous friendship 
were displayed ; but as the consequences proved 
almost always fiaital to the actors^ they were but 
rarely repeated afterwards. Then the most respect- 
able ties were broken ; the eyes about to close for 
ever, beheld on all sides only the deepest solitude.' 
and death no longer drew forth a tear. 

This callous insensibility gave birth to an un- 
bridled licentiousness. The loss of so many worthy 
men, mingled without distinction in the same tomb 
with ruffians ; the destruction of so many fortunes, 
become suddenly the inheritance or prey of the 
lowest citizens, made a lively impression on those 
who have no other principle but fear. Persuaded 
that the gods no longer protected or regarded virtue, 
and that the vengeance of the laws could not be so 
prompt as the death impending over them, they 
imagined that the instability of human possessions 
pointed out the use that they should make of them, 
and that, having but a few moments to live, they 
were justified at least in passing them in the midst 
of pleasures." 

At the end of two years the plague seemed to 
be appeased. During this interval of cessation, it 
was more than once discovered that the seeds of 
the contagion were not eradicated. It broke out 
again eighteen months after, and during the course 
of a whole year renewed the same scenes of distress 

^ Thucyd. lib. 2. c. 31. ' Id. ib. c. 53. 
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and horror/ At both thege times a great number 
of citizens perished ; among whom are to be reckon- 
ed near five thousand men able to bear arms. The 
most irreparable loss was that of Pericles, who 
died of the consequences of this distemper^ in the 
third year of the war.* Some time before, the 
Athenians, exasperated by the extremity of their 
sufferings, had deprived him of his authority, and 
condemned him to a fine ; but they had recendy 
acknowledged their injustice, and Pericles had 
granted them his forgiveness,'' though he resumed 
his authority with disgust, from the fickleness of 
the people, and the loss of his family and the greater 
part of his friends, who had been carried off by the 
plague. 

When he was about to yield his last breath, and 
no longer showed any signs of life, the leading men 
of Athens, assembled around his bed, were sooth- 
ing their affliction by recounting his victories and 
the number of his trophies : ^' These actions,'* said 
he to them, raising himself up with difficulty, " are 
the work of fortune, and common to myself with 
other generals. The only eulogium I merit, is that 
I have never been the cause of any citizen wearing 
mourning.*'* 

If, conformably to the plan of Pericles, the 
Athenians had continued an offensive war by sea, 

» Thucyd. lib. 3. c. 87. *» Id. lib. 2. c 65. Plut. in Per. 

p. 173. ^ The year 429 before Christ, near the autumn. 

*= Plut. in Pericl. p. 172. ^ Plut. in Per. p. 173. 
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and a defensive one by land :* if, renouncing every 
idea of conquest, they had not risked the safety of 
the state by rash enterprises, they sooner or later 
must have triumphed over their enemies, as they 
on the whde did Uiem more injury than th^ could 
suffer from them, and as the league they headed 
was almost entirely under their command^ whilst 
that of Peloponnesus^ composed of independent 
nations, might every instant be dissolved. But 
Pericles died, and was succeeded in his authority 
by Cleon. 

This man was of no family, nor possessed of any 
real talents, but vain, daring, and violent,^ and on 
that account acceptable to the multitude. He had 
attached them to him by his largesses : he retained 
them by inspiring them with a high idea of the power 
of Athens, and a sovereign contempt for that of Lace- 
daemon.^ He it was who, one day assembling his 
friends, declared to them that, being on the point of 
administering the public affairs^ he renounced all 
connexions that might possibly induce him to com- 
mit injustice.** He was, notwithstanding, the most 
greedy and most unjust of men. 

The honest part of the citizens opposed to him 
Nicias, one of the most considerable and wealthiest 
citizens of Athens, who had commanded armies 
and obtained several advantages. He had gained 

« Thucyd. lib. 2. c. 65. ' Id. lib. 3. c. 36. Plut. in Nic. 

p. 524. «f Thucyd. lib. 4. c. 28. ^ Plut an Seni, &c. 

t. ii. p. 806. 
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the favour of the multitude by festivak and acts of 
liberality:* but 9m he was diffident of himself 
and of fortune/ and his successes had only 
served to render him more timid^ he obtained re- 
spect, but never a superiority of influence in the 
public assemblies. Reason spoke coldly from his 
mouthy whilst the people required strong emotions, 
and Cleon excited them by his dedamations, his 
noise, and furious gestures.^ The latter succeeding 
by accident in an enterprise that Nicias had re* 
fused to undertake, the Athenians, who had ridi* 
culed their own choice,, from that mcmient aban- 
doned themselves with more confidence to his 
counsels. They rejected proposals of peace which 
had been made by the enemy,"" and placed him at 
the head of the forces they were sending into 
Thrace, to check the progress of Brasidas, the 
ablest general of Lacedsmon. He there drew 
upon himself the contempt of both armies ; and, 
approaching the enemy without caution, suffered 
his army to be surprised, was one of the first to fly, 
and lost his life.''' 

After his death, Nicias no longer finding any 
obstacle to peace, entered into negociations, which 
were soon followed by an offensive and defisnsive 

alliance,* by which the Athenians and Lacedos- 

I 

* PluU io Nic. p. 524. ^ Thucyd. lib. 5. c. 16. * Plut. 
io Nic. p. 628. " Schol. Aristoph. in Pac. v. 647 et 664. 

" Thucyd. lib. 5. c. 10. • The year 421 before Christ. 

4 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



410 INTRODUCTION. 

monians were to be firmly united for fifty years.* 
The conditions of the treaty restored every thing to 
the same situation in which it had been previous to 
the commencement of the war. Ten years, how- 
ever, had elapsed since that period, and both states 
had been enfeebled to no purpose. 

At length they flattered themselves they should 
be able to taste the sweets of tranquillity ; but their 
alliance gave birth to new leagues and new dissen- 
sions. Several of the allies of LacedsBmon com- 
plained of not being comprehended in the treaty ; 
and, uniting with the Argives, who had hitherto 
remained neuter, declared against the Lacedee- 
monians. On the other hand, the Athenians and 
Lacedaemonians reciprocally charged each other 
with not fulfilling the articles of the treaty : hence 
arose misunderstandings and hostilities. But it was 
not until the expiration of six years and ten 
months* that they proceeded to an open rupture; a 
rupture founded on the most frivolous pretext, and 
which might easily have been prevented, had not 
war been necessary to the ambitious projects of 
Alcibiades.' 

Some historians have stigmatized the memory 
of this Athenian with every reproach, and others 
honoured it with every eulogium, without its being 
possible for us to charge the former with injustice, 

• Thucyd. lib. 5. c. 17, 18, &c. * The year 414 before 

Christ. P Thucyd. lib. 6. c. 25. 
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or the latter with partiality .'^ It seems as if nature 
had exerted herself to unite in him the most striking- 
extremes she can produce either of vice or virtue/ 
We shall here consider him as connected with the 
state^ the ruin of which he accelerated; and after- 
ward as related to the society of which he completed 
the corruption. 

An illustrious birth^ considerable riche^^ a pre- 
possessing figure^ the most seductive graces^ a dis- 
cerning and comprehensive mind, the honour^ in 
fine, of a connexion with Pericles, such were the 
advantages that dazzled the Athenians, and with 
which none were so soon dazzled as himself.' 

At an age when we stand in need only of advice 
and indulgence, he had a train of flatterers ; he 
astonished his masters by his docility, and his 
fellow-citizens by the licentiousness of his conduct. 
Socrates, who early foresaw that this young man 
would prove the most dangerous, if he did not be- 
come the most useful of the citizens of Athens, 
studiously sought his friendship, obtained it by 
assiduous attention, and never lost it/ He under- 
took to moderate that vanity which could neither 
bear a superior or an equal ; and such was the 
ascendancy of reason or of virtue, on these occa- 
sions, that the disciple wept over his errors, and 

«» Nep. in Alcib. ell. ' Id. ibid. c. 1. • Plat, in Alcib. 
1. t. ii. p. 104. Nep. in Alcib. c. 1. Died. Siq. lib. 12. p. 130. 
Pli^tin Alcib. &c. ' Plat, in Alcib. 1. 1. ii. p. 103. Id. in 

Conv. t. iii. p. 215, &c. 
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suffered himsdf to be humbled without a mur- 
mur.* 

When he entered the path of popular honours, 
he wished to owe his success less to the splendor of 
his magnificence and liberalities than to the charms 
of his eloquence.' He made his appearance in the 
rostrum. A slight defect of pronunciation gave 
to his speech all the simple and native graces of 
early youth ;^ and though he sometimes hesitated 
to find the proper word, he was regarded as one of 
the greatest orators of Athens.' He had already 
given proofs of his vakmr; and from his first cam-- 
paign all presaged that he would one day become 
the ablest general in Greece. I shall say nothing 
of his mildness, his affability, nor of innumerable 
other qualities which concurred to render him the 
most amiable of men. 

That elevation of sentiment produced by virtue 
was not to be sought in his heart ; but hi it was 
found that intrepidity* which is inspired by the con^- 
sciousness of superiority. No obstacle, no danger, 
could either surprise or discourage him ; he seemed 
persuaded that when minds of a certain order do 
not perform all they vrish, it is because they have 
not courage to attempt all they can. Compelled 
by circumstances to serve the enemies of his coun- 

■ Plut. in Alcib, t i. p. 193 et 194. « Id. ibid. p. 195. 

y Id. Ibid. p. 19a. Aristopb, in Vtip. v. 44. ■ Demosth. ia 

Mid. p. dM. Plut. in Alcib. p. 196. Diod. 8id. lib. It. p. 130. 
» Diod. Sic. lib. 13. p. 191. 
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try^ it was as easy for him to acquire their con* 
fidence by the ascendancy which he had over them^ 
as to govern them by the wisdom of his counsels. 
He possessed this pre-eminence peculiar to him- 
self, that he uniformly procured a triumph for the 
party that he favoured, and that his numerous great 
actions were never tarnished by a single reverse of 
fortune.** 

In ne^ciations he sometimes employed the 
light of his understanding, which was as vigorous 
as it was profound; sometimes he had recourse to 
stratagems and perfidy, which no reasons of state 
can ever justify;* on other occasions he availed 
himself of the pliability of a character which the 
thirst of power or the desire of plejifing accommo* 
dated without difficulty to every conjuncture ahd 
change of situation. In every nation he commanded 
respect^ and swayed the public opinion « The 
Spartans admired his frugaltty; the Thracians 
his intemperance; the BcBotians his love of the 
most violent exercises ; the lonians his taste for in- 
doleilce and voluptuousness ; the satraps of Asia a 
luxury which they coidd not equal."^ He would 
have shown himself the most virtuous of men, had 
he never known the example of vice; but vice 
hurried him on without making him its slave. It 
should seem as if the profiBmation of laws and the 

^ Plut. in Coriol. p. ^33, Nep. in Alcib. c. 6. « Thdcyd. 

lib. 5. c. 45 ; lib. 8. c. 82. Plut. in Alcib. p. 198. 'Id. 

ibid. p. 20S. Nep, in Alcib* ell. 
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corruption of manners were considered by him only 
as so many victories g;ained over manners and the 
laws ; it might be said too that his faults weie no 
more than the errors of his vanity. Those excesses 
of levity, frivolity, and imprudence, which escaped 
his youth or idle hours^ were no longer seen on oc- 
casions that demanded firmness and reflection. He 
then united prudence with activity ;"" and pleasure 
never stole from him any of those moments which 
were necessary to the advancement of his glory or 
the promotion of his interest. 

His vanity must have sooner or later degene- 
rated into ambition : for it was impossible but that 
a man so superior to others, and so inflamed with 
the desire of rulings should have concluded by exact- 
ing obedience, after exhausting admiration. Ac- 
cordingly he was all his life jealously watched by 
the leading citizens, some of whom dreaded his 
talents, others his excesses ;^ and alternately adored, 
feared, and hated by the people, to whom he had 
rendered himself necessary :^ and as the sentiments 
of which he was the object were converted into 
violent passions, it was with paroxysms of joy or 
fury** that the Athenians raised him to honours, 
condemned him to deaths banished, recalled, and a 
second time proscribed him. 

One day, when from the height of the rostrum 

• Plut. in Alcib. p. 21 1. Nep. ibid. c. 1. ^ Thucyd. lib. 6. 
c 15. Plut. in Alcib. p. 198. ^ Aristoph. in Ran. v. 1472. 

^ JuBtin. lib. 5. c. 4. 
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he had gained the suffrages of the people^ uiid was 
returning home escorted by the whole assembly^ he 
was met by Timon^ usuaUy caUed the misanthropist, 
who^ shaking him by the hand> said: ^'Courage> 
my boy! continue to advance thyself to power and 
honour^ and I shall be indebted to thee for the ruin 
of Athens."' 

In another moment of intoxication^ the lower 
order of the people proposed to restore the kingly 
power in his favour;^ but as he would not have 
been contented with being only a king^ the petty 
sovereignty of Athens was not sufficient for his am* 
bition ; that could only be satisfied by a vast empire^ 
which would enable him to conquer others. 

Born in a republic^ he wished to raise her above 
herself^ before he attempted to lay her at his feet 
This undoubtedly was the secret of those splendid 
enterprises into which he hurried the Athenians. 
With their soldiers he would have subjected nations^ 
and the Athenians would have found themselves 
imperceptibly enslaved. 

His first disgrace^ by checking him almost at the 
outset of his career^ only shows us this truths that 
his genius and projects were too vast for the happi- 
ness of his country. It has been said^ that Greece 
could not bear two Alcibiades' :* It should be added, 
that Athens had one too many. He it was who de- 
termined her to undertake the Sicilian war. 

* Plut in Alcib. p. 199. ^ Id. ibid. p. 210. ' Afchett. 
lip. Plut in Alcib. p. 199. 
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The Athenians had for some time meditated 
the conquest of that rich and powerful island. 
Their ambition^ repressed by Pericles, was strenu- 
ously seconded by Alcibiades. Flattering dreams 
traced out every night to his imagination the im- 
mortal glory which was about to crown him. Sicily 
was only to be the theatre of his first exploits ; in 
fancy he had already made himself master of Africa, 
Italy, and Peloponnesus ; and he every day amused 
with his vast projects the impetuous youth who 
followed his footsteps, and who were entirely at his 
disposal.*" 

Whilst affairs were thus circumstanced, the city 
of iEgesta in Sicily, which complained of being op- 
pressed by the inhabitants of Selinus and Syracuse^ 
implored the assistance of her allies the Athenians; 
she offered to indemnify them for their expenses^ 
and represented, that if they did not speedily stop 
the progress of the Syracusans, that people would 
not be long before they joined their troops to those 
of Lacedsmon. The republic sent deputies into 
Sicily, who on their return made an unfaithful 
report of the state of things. The expedition was 
resolved on, and Alcibiades, Nicias, and Lamachus, 
were named for generals ; and so certain did the 
Athenians deem themselves of success, that the 
senate previously regulated the fate of the different 
states of Sicily. 

■ Plut in Alcib. p. 199. 
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The sensible part of the citizens, however, werp 
the more alarmed at these proceedings, as they bad 
hitherto no accurate idea, of the extent, forces, and 
riches of that island ."^ Notwithstanding the law 
which forbids the revocation of a decree passed by 
all the orders of the state, Nicias remonstrated 
with the assembly, that the repvblic not haviog 
been able yet to temdnate the differences which 
had arisen between her and the Lacedeemonians, 
the subsisting peace w^ no more than a suspension 
of arms; that her true enemies were in Pelo- 
ponnesus, who only wayted tlye departure of the 
anny to pour iuto Attica ; that the quarrels of the 
Sicilian ciljies k»d ao connexion with jthe Ajthe- 
iMans; tb«ft it was the height of exUavtigaace ifl 
sacrifice the safety of the state to the wnity or the 
interest of a young mm afixious to display fafs 
magnificeAce ja the sight of the axmy ; that such 
citizens were /forced only for fk^ ruin of the ^tate^ 
by riiinij0ig themselves ; and ih»,t it as ill be^came 
them to deliberate on such weighty enterprises as ^^o 
d^rry them into execution.'' 

^' I bebidd with many fea^s,'' adde4 Nicias, 
'^ that numerous hand of youth ^ho smrouiii^ him, 
and whose suffrages he directs. Respectoihleo^xien, 
I solicit your voices^ in the na^ie of your country ; 
and you, magistrates, call the people once more to 



» Thucyd. lib. 6. c. 1. • Id. ibid. c. 8. 
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the question, and^ if the laws forbid it^ reflect that 
the first of laws is the preservation of the state." 

Alcibiades now addressed the assembly^ and 
represented^ that the Athenians^ by protecting op- 
pressed nations^ had attained their present height of 
glory and of power ;' that it was no longer permit- 
ted them to abandon themselves to a repose too 
capable of enervating the courage and spirit of their 
troops; that they would one day be subjected 
themselves^ if from the present moment they did 
not subject others ; that many of the Sicilian cities 
were peopled only by barbarians or foreigners in- 
sensible to the honour of their country^ and ever 
ready to change masters ; that others weary of their 
divisions^ waited only the arrival of the fleet, to sub- 
mit to the Athenians; that the conquest of this 
island would facilitate that of all Greece ; that, on 
the slightest reverse of fortune, they would find an 
asylum in their ships ; that the splendor of this ex- 
pedition alone would astonish the Lacedcemonians ; 
and that, should the latter hazard an irruption into 
Attica, it would succeed no better than the former. 
As for the reproaches which personally ' re- 
garded him, he answered, that his magnificence had 
hitherto served only to inspire the nations of Greece 
vrith a high idea of the power of the Athenians, 
and to procure a sufiicient degree of authority to 



'Thucyilib. 6.C 18. 
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himself, in order to detach whole nations from the 
Peloponnesian league. " Besides,*' added he, '^since 
I am to share the command of the army with 
Nicias, if my youth and follies have given any 
alarm, you will take courage from the good fortune 
that has always crowned his undertakings."^ 

This harangue inspired the Athenians with new 
ardoun Their first project was to send only sixty 
galleys into Sicily. Nicias, indirectly to divert 
them from it, represented that, besides the fleet, a 
land army would be necessary ; and drew a terrify- 
ing picture of the preparations, expenses, and num- 
ber of troops such an expedition would require; 
when a . voice from the midst of the assembly ex- 
claimed : '^ Nicias, we have nothing more to do 
with all these subtleties ; inform us explicitly what 
number of soldiers and ships you judge actually ne- 
cessary.'" Nicias answering that he would consult 
on the subject with the other generals, the assembly 
gave them full power to dispose of all the forces of 
the republic. 

The troops were ready to embark," when Al- 
cibiades was accused of having, with some com- 
panions of his debaucheries^ mutilated the statues 
of Mercury, which the inhabitants of Athens place 
before their houses, and represented, at the conclu- 
sion of an entertainment, the ceremonies of the 
awfid mysteries of Eleusis. The people, who 

*» Thucyd. lib. 6. c. 17. ' Id. ibid. c. 26, • Id. ibid. c. 

27. Pint, in Alcib. p. 200. Nep. ibid. c. 3. 
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Would have pardoned him every thing on any other 
Occasion^ breathed nothing bat rage and vengeance. 
Alcibiades^ though at first terrified at the public in- 
dignation^ soon found himself encouraged by the 
ikvourable disposition of the fleet and army. He 
appeared before the assembly, and endeavoured to 
clear himself from the suspicions raised against him, 
offering himself to death, if he should be found 
guilty, but demanding an exemplary satis&ction 
should his innocence be proved. His enemies how- 
ever procured his trial to be delayed till his return, 
and obliged him to depart under the weight of an 
accusation which held the sword suspended over 
his head. 

The general rendezvous, as well for the Athe- 
nians as their allied, was appointed at Corcyra;^ 
from whenpe the fleet, consisting of three hundred 
sail, took its departure, and proceeded to Rhegium 
at the extremity of Italy.* It had ort board- five 
thousand one hundred heavy armed soldiers, among 
whom were the chosen troops of the Athenians. To 
these were added four hundred and eighty archers, 
seven hundred slingers, some other light troops, and 
a small body of cavalry. 

The generals had required no greater forces ; 
NiciaB never thought of making himself master of 
Sicily; Alcibiades imagined that to subdue that 
island nothing more was necessary than to sow 

* Thacyd. lib. 5. c. 42, 43, &c. * The year 415 before 
Christ 
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divisions. Each of these generals manife^d bis 
views in the first council they held before the open- 
ing of the campaign. Their instructions prescribed 
to them^ in general terms^ to regulate the aflEurs of 
Sicily in the manner the most advantageous for the 
interest of the republic : their particular orders 
were to protect the .^estians against the inhabi- 
tants of Selinus ; and^ if circumstances would permit^ 
to engage the Syracusans to restore to the Leontines 
the possessions of which they had deprived them." 

Nicias was for adhering to the Lett^ of this de- 
cree^ and intended^ after putting it into execution^ 
to carry back the fleet to the Pirseus.' Alcibiades 
maintained^ that^ as it was undoubtedly necessary 
to signalize such gr^t efforts of the Athenians by 
somfe important enterprises^ deputies should be sent 
to the principal cities of Sicily^ to excite them against 
the Syracusans^ to procure troops and provisions for 
them ; cmd by the effect of these various negotiations^ 
to determine wh^her to lay siege to Selinus or Sy- 
racuse. Lamachus^ the third general^ proposed to 
march instantly against the latter city^ and take 
advantage of the panic into which the inhabitants 
had been thrown by the arrival of the Athenians.' 
The port of M egara^ contiguous to Syracuse^ would 
contain the fleet, and a victory could not fail to pro- 
duce a revolution in Sicily. 

The opinion of Lamachus would probably have 

» Thucyd. lib. 6. cap. 8. * Id. ibid. cap. 47. » Id. ibid, 
cap. 49. 
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been justified by success. The Syracusans had 
taken no precautions against the storm that menaced 
them ; for they could with difficulty persuade them- 
selves that the Athenians would be so mad as to 
attempt the conquest of such a city as Syracuse. 
*^ The people of Athens/* exclaimed one of their 
orators^ ^' should think themselves happy that we 
have never thought of bringing them under sub- 

* jection to us/'" 

This project not being agreeable \o the two 
other generals^ Ijamachus decided in fieivour of the 
opinion of Alcibiades. Whilst the latter had taken 
Catana by surprise^ and Naxos had opened her 

' gates to him ; whilst his intrigues were on the point 
of forcing those of M essana/ and his hopes were 
beginning to be realized/ a galley sailed from the 
Pirceus with an order for his immediate return to 
Athens. His enemies had prevailed^ and sum- 
moned him to appear to answer the accusation of 
which they had hitherto suspended the prosecution. 
They did not dare to arrest him, for fear of an in- 
surrection of the soldiers, and the desertion of the 
allied troops, who, in general, had come into Sicily 
only at his request."" He had at first determined to 
stand his trial, and confound his accusers ; but when 
he arrived at Thurium, reflecting on the injustice of 



" Thucyd. lib. 6. 
Akib. ' 



cap, 



Thucyd. lib. 6. cap. 36. » Id. ibid. cap. 51. Plut in 

b. p. a02. ^ Nep. in Alcib. cap. 4. ' Thucyd. lib. «• 

61. Plut. in Al<;ib. p. ^00. 
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the Athenians, he eluded the vigilance of his guards^ 
and i^tired into Peloponnesus.' 

His departure spread discouragement through 
the army. Nicias, who feared nothing when it was 
necessary to execute, and every thing when an en- 
terprise was to be planned, suffered the ardour which 
Alcibiades had excited among the soldiers to sub- 
side in inactivity or easy conquests. Yet he saw 
the moment when an enterprise, the consequences 
of which he had always dreaded, was on the point 
of being crowned with the most brilliant success. 
He had at length determined to lay siege to Syra- 
cuse, and conducted his attacks with so much ability, 
that the inhabitants were inclined to surrender. 
Already several states of Sicily and Italy had declared 
in his favour, whin a Lacedaemonian general named 
Gylippus entered the besieged city, with a few troops 
which he had brought from Peloponnesus, or col- 
lected in Sicily. Nicias might have prevented him 
from landing in the island, but lost the opportunity;* 
an irreparable fault, which proved the source of all 
his misfortunes. Gylippus revived the courage of 
the Syracusans, defeated the Athenians^ and held 
them blocked up in their entrenchments. Athens 
sent to Sicily another fleet consisting of about se- 
venty-three galleys, under the command of Demos- 
thenes and Eurymedon^ and a second army of five 
thousand men heavily armed, and some light troops/ 

* Plut. in Alcib. p. «02. « Thucyd. lib. 6. c. 104. ^lA 
lib. 7. cap. 42. 
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Demosthenes having lost two thousand mein at 
the attack of an important post, and considering 
that the sea would soon be no longer navigable^ and 
that the troops were wasting away by sickness^ pro- 
posed to abandon the enterprise, or transport the 
army to some healthier situation.^ When they 
were on the point of setting sail, Nicias, terrified 
at an eclipse of the moon, which spread consterna- 
tion through the camp, consulted the augurs, who 
directed him to wait twenty-seven days kmger.* 

Before the expiration of this time, the Athenians, 
vanquished by sea and land, no longer able to re- 
main under the walls of Syracuse £3r want of pro- 
visions, nor to escape out of the harbour, the mouth 
of which was shut up by the Syracusans, took the 
resolution to abandon their camp, their sick, and 
their ships, and retire by land into some town of 
Sicily. They began their march, to the number of 
forty thousand men,' including not only the troops 
furnished them by the states of Italy and Sicily, 
but the crews of the galleys, the workmen, and 
slaves. 

In the mean time the Syracusans took posses- 
sion of the defiles of the mountains and the fords 
of the rivers ; they broke down the bridges, seized 
on the heights, and dispersed various detachments 
of cavalry and light troops over the plain. The 

^ Thucyd, lib. 7. cap. 47 et 49. Justin, lib. 4. cap. 6. 
»• Thucyd. lib. 7. cap. 50. ' Id. ibid. cap. 75. 
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Athenians^ haraissed and impeded at every step^ 
found themselves perpetually exposed on every side 
to the weapons of an enemy whom they were no 
where able to attack. In this distress they were 
animated to persevere by the example of their 
generals, and the exhortations of Nicias, who, not* 
withstanding the debility to which he was reduced 
by a long illness, displayed a courage superior to 
danger. For eight whole days they had to struggle 
against new obstacles continually increasing. But 
Demosthenes, who commanded the rear-guard^ 
composed of six thousand men, losing his way in 
his march^ was pushed into a confined place, and^ 
after prodigies of valour, obliged to surrender on 
condition that his soldiers should have their lives 
granted them^ and be spared the horrors of a dun- 
geon.^ 

Nicias having failed in a negociation which he 
had entered into, conducted the remainder of his 
army as far as the river Asinarus.' On his arrival 
there, the greater part of the soldiers, tormented by 
a burning thirsty rushed in confusion into the river^ 
while others were 'driven into it by the enemy. 
Such as attempted to save themselves by swimming, 
found on the opposite shore steep banks lined with 
dartmen^ who made a terrible slaughter of them.^ 
Eight thousand men perished in this attack;" till 

" Thucyd. lib. 7 cap. 82. * Id. ibid. cap. 84. " Diod.^ 

Sic. lib. 13, p. 148. 
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at length Nicias thus addressed Gylippus: '^ Dis- 
pose of me as you shall think proper; but show 
mercy at least to these unhappy soldiers." Gylip- 
pus immediately put an end to the carnage. 

The Syracusans returned to their city, bringing 
back with them seven thousand prisoners/ who 
were thrown into the quarries^ where, for many 
months, they experienced inconceivable miseries. 
Numbers of them perished there, and others were 
sold as slaves. A still greater number of prisoners 
became the prize of the officers and soldiers; and 
all ended their days in chains, except a few of the 
Athenians, who owed their liberty to the tragedies 
of Euripides, then scarcely known in Sicily, being 
generously rewarded with freedom by their masters, 
for reciting to them the most beautiful passages of 
that poet.** Nicias and Demosthenes were put to 
death, notwithstanding all the endeavours of Gylip- 
pus lo save their lives.' 

Athens, depressed by so unexpected a reverse 
of fortune, saw the prospect of stiD greater calami- 
ties. Her allies were ready to shake off the yoke ; 
the other states of Greece were conspiring her 
ruin;' the Peloponnesians already thought them- 
selves justified by her example in breaking the 
truce.' Already she discovered in their operations. 



" Thucyd. lib. 7. c. 87. 


"^ Plut. ID Nic p. 542. P Thu- 


cyd. lib. 7. cap. 86. 


Ud. lib. 8. cap, 2. ad. lib. 7. 


cap. 19. 
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more sidlfiilly planned and conducted^ the spirit of 
vengeance^ and the superior genius by which they 
were directed. Alcibiades enjoyed at Lacedpemon 
that respect and influence he every where obtained. 
It was by his advice that the Lacedcemonians 
adopted the resolution of sending succours to the 
Syracusans, renewing their inroads into Attica, and 
fortifying at the distance of one hundred and 
twenty stadia from Athens, the post of Decelia, 
which held that city blocked on the land side.' 

To annihilate the power of Athens, it was 
necessary to favour the revolt of her allies, and 
destroy her navy. Alcibiades repaired to the coasts 
of Asia Minor; and Chios, Miletus, and other 
flourishing cities, declared for the Lacedcemonians/ 
By his accomplishments he captivated Tissaphemes, 
the governor of Sardes ;"" and the king of Persia 
engaged to pay the fleet of Peloponnesus.' 
' This second war, conducted with more regu- 
larity than the former, would quickly have been 
terminated, had not Alcibiades, pursued by Agis 
king of Lacedcemon, whose wife he had seduced, 
and by the other chiefs of the league, who took 
umbrage at his glory, at length considered that, 
after revenging himself on his country, it now only 
remained for him to protect it from inevitable ruin.' 
With this view he contrived to suspend the opera- 

• Thucyd. lib. (J. c. 91. Nep. in Alcib. c 4. ' Thucyd. lib. 8. 
c. 12 et 17. • Plut. in Alcib. p. 204. » Thucyd. ibid^ c 6. 
JtMtiD. lib. 5. c 2. ' Plat. ibid. p. 204. 
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tiori^ of Tissaphemes, and the departure of the 
Persian succours^ under the pretext that it was the 
interest of the great king to suffer the nations of 
Greece mutually to enfeeble each other.' 

The Athenians having soon after revoked the 
decree for his banishment, he puts himself at their 
head/ reduces the strong holds of the Hellespont^* 
forces one of the Persian governors to sign an ad- 
vantageous treaty with the Athenians^^ and the 
Lacedemonians to sue for peace. "^ Their demand 
was rejected; for deeming themselves inviacible 
henceforward under Alcibiades^ the Athenians 
rapidly passed from the utmost consternation to the 
most insolent presumption. The hatred with which 
they were animated against that general was aa 
quickly succeeded by the most extravagaat gratitud^^ 
and the most unbounded affection. 

When be returned to his country, his arrivd, 
his stay, the pains he took to justify his conduct, 
were a series of triumphs for hiinself, and of public 
rcgoicings for the multitude."* When, amidst the 
acclamations of the whole city, they saw him sail 
from the Piraeus with a fleet of a hundred ships, 
no doubt was entertained but that his rapid victories 
would soon force the inhabitants of the Pelopon- 
nesus to submit to the law of the conqueror; the 
arrival of a courier was every moment ^cpected 

» Justin, lib. 5. c. 2. * Plut ibid. p. W6. "* Plut. in 

Alcib. p. 208. ' Diod. Sic. lib. 13, p. 177. . " Ncp. in 

Alcib. c. 6. Plut. ibid. p. 209. Justin, lib. 5. c. 4. 
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with the news of the destruction of the enemy^ 
and the conquest of Ionia.* 

In the midst of these flattering expectations^ 
they learned that fifteen of the Athenian ^ieys 
had fallen into the hands of the Lacedaemonians. 
The engagement took place during the absence, 
and in contempt of the precise orders of Alcibi- 
ades, who had been obliged to pass into Ionia to 
levy contributions for the subsistence of his troops. 
Ob the first intelligence of this check, he instantly 
returned, and offered battle to the victor, who did 
not venture to accept it/ He had retrieved the 
honour of Athens; the loss was trifling, but it 
sufficed for the jealousy of his enemies. They ex- 
asperated the people, who stripped him of the 
general command of the armies with as much pre- 
cipitation as they had manifested in investing him 
with that dignity. 

The WBT was still continued for some years, 
always by sea, and terminated by the battle of 
^gos-Potamos, gained by the Peloponnesians in 
the strait of the Hellespont. Lysander, the Lace- 
dcemonian who commanded tbem,^ surprised the 
Athenian fleet of one hundred and eighty sail, and 
made himself master of it, with three thousand 
prisoners.* 

Alcibiades, who since his retreat had settled in 



^ Plut. ibid. p. 211. ' Plut. in Alcib. p. 211. Xenoph. 

Hist. Graec. lib. 1. p. 442. » Xenoph. lib. 2. p. 455 et 457. 

Plut. in Lysandr. p. 440. * The year 405 before Christ. 
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the adjacent country^ warned the Athenian generak 
of the danger of their situation^ and of the want of 
discipline among their soldiers and seamen: but 
they despised the counsels of a man Men into 
disgrace.** 

The loss of the batde brought on that of Athens, 
which surrendered for want of provisions, after a 
few months siege.* Several of the allied powers 
proposed to destroy the city; but Lacedaemom, 
attentive to her glory rather than her interest, 
refused to impose chains on a nation which had 
rendered such eminent services to Greece:* she 
however condemned the Athenians not only to de- 
molish the fortifications of the Pirceus^ as well as 
the long wall that joins the harbour to the city, but 
to deliver up all their galleys except twelve ; to reeal 
their exiles; to withdraw their garrisons from the 
cities they had taken; to form an offensive «and 
defensive league with the Lacedemonians^ and to 
follow them by sea and land whenever they should 
receive orders.^ 

The walls were thrown down to the sound of 
instruments, as if Greece had recovered her li- 
berty;* and some months after, the victors per- 
mitted the people to elect thirty magistrates, who 

^ Xenoph. Hist. Grac. lib. 2. p. 456. Plut. in Alcib. p. ftl«. 
Nep. in Alcib. c. 8. * About the end of April of the year 

404 before Christ. * Xenoph. ibid. p. 460. Isocr. de Pace» 

t i. p. 399. Andoc. de Pace, p. ^. ^ Xenoph. ibid. p. 460. 

Diod. Sic. lib. 3. p. 226. ' Xenoph. ibid. Plut. in Lysandr, 
p. 441. 
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Were to establish another form of goyernment^ 
and who concluded by usurping the sovereign au- 
thority."* 

They first exerted their power to put to death 
a multitude of slanderous informers^ odious to all 
honest men ; next to destroy the enemies of their 
usurpation; and soon after to murder all those 
whose riches they wished to seize. Some Lacedce- 
monian troops granted them by Lysander> and 
three thousand citizens they had associated with 
them to support their authority/ openly defended 
these acts of injustice.'' The nation^ disarmed^ 
suddenly fell into a state of extreme servitude. 
Exile, imprisonment, and death, were the lot of all 
who declared against the tyranny, or seemed to 
condemn it by their silence. It continued but 
eight months ;"" and m this short interval upwards of 
fifteen hundred citizens were cruelly massacred and 
deprived of funeral honours.' The greater part 
abandoned a city where neither the victims nor the 
witnesses of oppression dared to utter a complaint: 
for the sufferer was required to be mute, and the 
compassionate to conceal his pity. 

Socrates alone did not permit himself to be 
shaken by the cruel injustice of the times ; he ven« 

"" Lys. ia Eratosth. p. 193. XeQ0ph.HisU Gnec lib. % p. 461. 
Diod. Sic. lib. 14. p. 236. * About the .summer of the 

year 404 before Christ. " Lys. ibid. p. 227. Xenoph. ibid, 

p. 463. " Corsin. Fast. Att t. iii. p. 264. p Isocr. in 

Areop. t i. p. 345. Demostb. in Timocr. p. 782. .^Sschin. id 
Ctesipb. p. '466. 

yOL. I. GO 
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tiifed to console the unfortunate^ and resist the 
orders of the tyrants.^ But it was not his virtue 
that alarmed them ; they dreaded with more reason 
the genius of Alcibiades^ on whose measures they 
kept a watchful eye. 

He was then in a small town of Phrygia^ under 
the government of Phamabazus^ from whom he 
received every mark of distinction and friendship. 
Informed of die levies which the Younger Cyrus 
was making in Asia Minor, he concluded that this 
prince meditated an expedition against his brother 
Artaxerxes, and determined to repair to the court 
of the king of Persia, to apprize him of the danger, 
and to obtain succours for the deliverance of his 
country. But assassins sent by the satrap suddenly 
surrounded his house, and, wanting the courage to 
attack him, set fire to it. Alcibiades rushed forth 
sword in hand throu^ the flames^ repulsed the 
barbarians, and fell beneath a shower of darts.' 
He was then forty years of age. His death fixes a 
stain on Lacedsemon, if it be true tiiat the magis- 
trates, partaking of the fears of the Athenian tyrants, 
engag^ Phamabazus to perpetrate this atrocious 
murder. But others assert that it originated en- 
tirely with himself, and that he was oidy actuated 
by private motives.' 

The glory of saving Athens was reserved to 

*> Xenoph. Memor. p. 716. Diod. Sic lib. 14. p. 237. Senec. 
de Tranquil. Anim. c. 3. ' PluC. in Alcib. p. 212 eC 213. 

Nep. ibid. c. 10. * Ephor. ap. Diod. lib. 14. p. 242. 
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Thrasybulus. That generous citizen, whose merit 
had placed him at the head of those who had fled 
from their country, and who had been deaf to all 
the proposals made him by the tyrants to partake of 
their power, gained possession of the Piraeus, and 
summoned thepeople to liberty.* Some of the tyrants 
perished in arms ; others were condemned to death. 
A general amnesty, reconciled the two parties, and 
restored tranquillity to Athens.'' 

Some years after, that city shook off the yoke 
of Lacedffimon, re-established the democracy, and 
entered into the treaty of peace concluded by the 
Spartan Antalcidas with Artaxerxes.^ By this 
treaty, which circumstances rendered necessary, the 
Greek colonies of Asia Minor, and some of the 
neighbouring islands, were given up to Persia; the 
other nations of Greece regained their laws and 
independence,' but remained in a state of weakness^ 
from which perhaps they never will recover. Thus 
were the differences terminated which had oc- 
sioned the Median war and that of Pelopon- 
nesus. 

The historical essay I have here given concludes 
with the taking of Athens. In the relation of my 
travels I shall insert an account of the principal 
events that have occurred subsequent to that pe- 

' Xenoph. Hist. Oraoc. lib. % p. 473. * Id. ibid. p. 479. 

* The year 387 before Christ. « Xenoph. ibid. lib. 6. p. 954. 

Isocrates de Pace, t. i. p. 368. Plut. in AgesiL p. 608. Diod. 
Sic. lib. 14. p. 319. 

062 
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riody and at the time of my return into Scythia; I 
shall now proceed to hazard a few remarks on the 
age of Pericles. 

At the commencement of the Peloponnesian 
war^ the Athenians must have been greatly sur- 
prised to find themselves so different from their 
ancestors. A few years had sufficed to destroy the 
authority of all the laws, institutions, maxims, and 
examples, accumulated by preceding ages for the 
conservation of manners. Never was there a more 
dreadful proof,' that great successes areas dangerous 
for the victors as the vanquished. 

1 have already indicated the fatal effects pro- 
duced on the Athenians by their conquests, and the 
flourishing state of their navy and their commerce. 
We have seen them rapidly extending tbe domi- 
nions of the republic, and transporting into her 
bosom the spoils of the allied and subjugated na- 
tions ; hence the successive progress of a ruinous 
luxury, and the insatiable thirst for festivals, and 
spectacles. V As the government abandoned itself to 
the delirium of a pride that imagined every thing 
warrantable, because there was nothing it dared not 
to attempt, individuals, from its example, shook off 
every species of constraint enjoined either by nature 
or society. 

Merit soon could only obtain esteem; respect 
was reserved for power and influence: all the pas- 
sions were directed towards personal interest, and 
all the sources of corruption spread themselves 
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with profusion over the state, liove, which here- 
tofore had concealed itself under the veils of Hy- 
men and of Modesty^ flamed openly with illegitimate 
fires. Courtesans multiplied in Attica^ and through- 
out all Greece/ Some of these women came from 
lonia^ from that beautiful climate where the art of 
voluptuousness took birth^ Some attached to their 
persons a multiplicity of admirers, all of whom they 
loved without a preference^ and who all loved them 
without rivalry; others, confining themselves to a 
single conquest/ by an appearance of propriety, 
succeeded in attracting respect and commendation 
from that easy public, which imputed to them as a 
merit this fidelity to their engagements. j 

Pericles, a witness to the abuse, did not attempt 
to correct it. The more severe he was in his own 
manners, the more studious was he to corrupt, those 
of the Athenians, which he relaxed by a rapid suc- 
cession of festivals and games.* 

The celebrated Aspasia, a native of Miletus in 
Ionia, seconded the views of Pericles, whose mis- 
tress and wife she was successively. She had 
obtained such an ascendancy over him, that he was 
accused of having more than once engaged his 
country in war to avenge her personal quarrels.* 
She had the boldness to form a society of courte- 
sans, whose charms and favours were employed to 

' Athen. lib. 13. p. 569. * Terent. in Heautontim. act 2. 

seen. ^. * Plut in Per. t. i. p. 168. ** Aristopb. in Acarn. 

act 2. seen. 5. v. 527, Plut. in Per. p. 165 et 168. 
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attach the young^ Athenians'" to her interests. A 
few years before, the whole city would have revolted 
at the idea of such a project ; but now^ when carried 
into execution^ it only excited some feebk mur- 
murs ; the comic poets freely satirized Aspasia/ but 
this did not hinder her house from being frequented 
by the best company of Athens. 

Pericles authorized this licentiousness; Aspasia 
extended it; and Alcibiades rendered it amiable. 
The life of the lattw was an example of every 
species of dissolute manners; but his vices were all 
mingled with so many splendid qualities^ and so 
often accompanied wilii noble actions^ that public 
censure knew not on what to fasten.*^ Besides^ 
how was it possible to resist the charm of a poison 
which the Graces themselves seemed to distribute? 
or to condemn a man who possessed every requisite 
to please or to seduce; who yms the first to con- 
demn himself; who repaired the slightest offencea 
by such conciliating attentions; and who seemed 
less to commit faults than to fall into them through 
negligence? The public were, therefore, Jed to 
rank them among those amusements, or those 
errors, which disappear with the fire of youth ;^ and 
as indulgence for vice is always a conspiracy against 
virtue, it happened that, excq[>ting a small number 
of citizens inflexibly attached to ancient imudms,^ 



"" Plut. in Per. p. 165. ^ Cratin. Eupol. ap. Plut ibid, 

^ Plut. in Alcib. p. 199. ^ Id. ibid, ^ Id. ibid. p. 198. 
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the natioiv^ hurried away by the graces of Alcibia- 
des^ became the accomplices of his excesses^ and 
concluded by defending what they had begun by 
excusing. 

The young Athenian^ fixed their eyes on this 
dangerous model; and, unable to imitate its beau- 
ties, thought to approach it by copying, and espe- 
cially by overcharging its defects. They became 
frifolous because he was giddy, insolent because he 
was bold, regardless of the laws because he (mid no 
respect to propriety of manners. Some> not so 
wealthy, but equaUy prodigal with himsdf, dis- 
played a luxury that rendered them ridiculous^*' and 
drew down ruin on their families: the disordcm 
they transmitted to their descendants, and the 
baneful influence of tlie eiuimple of Alcibiades^ 
subsisted long after his death. 

A judidous bistoriafn observes,^ that war modi* 
fies the manners of a people, and soars them in 
proportion to their sufferings. That of Pelopon- 
nesus was so long, and the Athenians experienced 
so many reverses of fortune, as to occasion a re- 
markable ahemtion in their character. Their 
vengeance was not satisfied, unless the punishment 
exceeded the offence. More than once they issued 
decrees which condemned to death the inhabitants 
of the islands who had forsaken their alliance,^ their 



•• Aristoph. in Nub. seen. 1. * Thocyd. lib. 5. cap. 8. 

" Id. ibid. c. 36. 
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generals more than once inflicted dreadful tortures 
on the prisoners who fell into their hands.' They 
now therefore no longer remembered that ancient 
institution^ by which the Greeks were accustomed 
to celebrate with songs of joy the victories gained 
over the barbarians^ but to recount with tears and 
lamentations the advantages they had obtained over 
the other Greeks " 

The author I have quoted further observes^ 
that in the course of this fatal war^ such a general 
subversion of ideas and principles took place^ that 
the words most in use entirely changed their mean- 
ing: good faith was called simplicity and credulity ; 
dupUcity^ address ; and prudence and moderation^ 
feebleness and pusillanimity; while audacity and 
violence were considered as the sallies of a strong 
mind^ and an ardent zeal in the common cause ."^ 
Such a confusion in language is perhaps one of the 
most dreadful symptoms of the depravity of a peo- 
ple. \ In other times attacks are made on virtue; 
yet to assign limits to her is still to acknowledge 
her authority : but when a society proceeds to divest 
her even of her name^ her claims are at an end; 
vice usurps the sceptre^ and maintains herself un- 
disturbed on the throne. 

Those bloody wars in which the Greeks had 
been engaged^ extinguished a great number of &mi-* 

' Xenophi Hist. GraBc. lib. % p. 467. Plut. in Per. t i. 
p. 166. " Isocr, Panegyr. t. i. p. ^06. » Thucyd. lib. 3, 
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lies^ accustomed^ for many ages^ to consider their 
own glory as inseparable from the glory of their 
country.** The foreigners and new men who sup- 
plied their places^ made the balance of power sud- 
denly incline in fsivour of the multitude.^ The 
following example will show to what excess they 
now ventured to carry their insolence. Towards 
the end of the Peloponnesian war, a player on the 
lyre, formerly a slave, afterwards admitted a citizen 
through his intrigues, and adored by the multitude 
for his liberality, was seen to come into the general 
assembly armed with an axe, and threaten with 
impunity t6 cleave the skull of the first man who 
should give his vote for peace.* A few years after 
Athens was taken by the Lacedaemonians, and in a 
short time again sunk under the arms of the king of 
Macedon. 

Such was the destiny of a state founded on 
morals. Philosophers, who ascend to the causes 
of great events, have said that every age bears, in 
some manner, within itself, the age that is to follow. 
This bold metaphor contains an important truth, 
confirmed by the history of Athens. The age of 
laws and virtue, prepared that of valour and of 
glory ; the latter produced that of conquests and of 
luxury, which terminated in the destruction of the 
republic. 

Let us now turn our eyes from these afflicting 

*» Isocr. de Pac. t. i. p. 404. p Aristot. de Rep. lib. 5. c. 3. 
t. ii. p. 389. •» iEschin. de Fals. Leg. p/407. 
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scenes^ and fix them on more agreeable and more 
interesting objects. Towards the end of the Pelo- 
ponnesian war^ Nature redoubled her efforts^ and on 
a sudden gave birth to a number of men of genius 
in every branch of knowledge. Of these Athens 
produced several^ and saw a still greater number 
resort to her, to court the honour of her approba- 
tion and esteem. 

Without mentioning a Gorgias, a Parmenides^ 
a Protagoras, and many other eloquent sophists^ 
who by disseminating their doubts multiplied ideas^ 
Sophocles, Euripides, and Aristophanes^ shone on 
the stage» surrounded by rivals who shared in their 
glory. The astronomer Meton calculated the mo- 
tions of the heavens, and fixed the limits of the 
year ; the orators Antiphon, Andocides, and Lysias^ 
distinguished themselves in the different kinds of 
eloquence; Thucydides, excited to emulation by 
the applauses bestowed on Herodotus, while he 
read his History to the Athenians, was labouring to 
merit a similar reward; Socrates transmitted a 
sublime doctrine to his disciples, several of whom 
have founded schools ; able generals ensured victory 
to the arms of the republic ; the most magnificent 
edifices were erected after the designs of the most 
able architects; the pencils of Polygnotus, Par- 
rhasius, and Zeuxis, and the chisels of Phidias and 
Alcamenes, were exerted with emulation to decorate 
the temples, the porticos, and public places. All 
these great men, as also all those who flourished in 
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other parts of Greece, were reproduced in pupils 
worthy to succeed them ; and it was easy to foresee 
that the most corrupt would soon become the most 
enlightened of ages. 

Thus^ whilst the respective states of this country 
were menaced with losing the empire both of the 
sea and land, a peaceful class of citizens were la- 
bouring to secure to it for ever the empire of the 
mind: they erected in honour of their nation a 
temple, the foundations of which had been laid in 
the preceding age, and was to resist the ravages of 
ages to come. The sciences every d^y acquired 
strength by new discoveries, and the arts by their 
continued progress. Poetry did not increase hei* 
splendour ; but retaining it, employed her powers 
to embellish tragedy and comedy, which were at 
once carried to their highest perfection. History, 
subjected to the laws of true criticism, rejected the 
marvellous, discussed facts/ and became an instruc- 
tive lesson, which past times transmitted to succeed- 
ing ages. In proportion as the edifice arose^ barren 
wastes were discovered at a distance, and others 
which waited only for more skilful cultivation. The 
rules^ of logic and of rhetoric, the abstractions of 
metaphysics, and the maxims of morality, were ex- 
plained in works which to regularity of plan united 
precision of ideas and elegance of style. 

Greece partly owed these advantages to the in- 

' Thucyd, lib. 1. c.20et21. 
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fluence of philosof^y^ which arose out of obscurity 
after the victories gained over the Persians. Zeno 
appeared^ and the Athenians exercised themselves 
in the subtleties of the Elean school. Anaxagoras 
brought them acquainted with the knowledge and 
discoveries of Thales ; and some of them were per- 
suaded that eclipses^ monsters, and the diversified 
sports of nature^ should no longer be enumerated in 
the list of prodigies ; but this they were obliged to 
communicate in confidence;' for the people^ accus- 
tomed to consider such phenomena as warnings 
firom heaven^ were exasperated against those phi- 
losophers who wished to reclaim them from this 
superstition. Persecuted and banished, they learned 
that truths to gain admission amongst men^ must 
not present herself unveiled^ but be clandestinely 
introduced in the train of error. 

The arts^ finding no popular prejudices to com- 
bat^ met not with similar restraints. The temple 
of Jupiter^ began under Pisistratus ; and that of 
Theseus^ constructed under Cimon ; furnished the 
architect with models : but the pictures and statues 
then subsisting^ presented the painter andthesculptor 
only with essays^ which their genius mustxmature 
into perfection. 

Some years before the Peloponnesian war, 
Paneenus, the brother of Phidias, painted the battle 
of Marathon in one of the porticos of Athens; 

• Plut. in Per. t. i. p. 154. Id. in Nic. p. 538. 
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and Ihe surprise of the spectators was extreme^ 
when they perceived they could discover in these 
pictures the chiefs of the two armies.* He surpassed 
those who had preceded him, and almost at the 
very instant was surpassed by Polygnotus of 
Thasos, Apollodorus of Athens, Zeuxis of Hera- 
clea> and Parrhasius of Ephesus. Polygnotus 
was the first who varied the expressions of the 
countenance^ and deviated from the dry and servile 
manner of his predecessors ;'' he was likewise the 
first who embellished his female figureS;^ and clothed 
them with light and elegant drapery. His portraits 
bear the impression of moral beauty^ the idea of 
which was deeply engraven in his soul/ He should 
not be censured for not sufficiently diversifying 
his colours;^ it was the fault of the art^ wbich^ 
if we may use the expression, was then but newly 
born. 

Apollodorus, in this branch of his art, possessed 
the resources in which Polygnotus was deficient : 
he produced a happy mixture of light and shade. 
Zeuxis immediately improved on this discovery; 
and Apollodorus, desirous of authenticating his 
glory, exalted that of his rival. In a poem written 
by him, he says : " I had discovered, for the distri- 

^Plin. lib. 35. c. 8. t. ii. p. 690. Pausan. lib. 5. c. 11. 
p. 402. " Piin. ibid. c. 9. Mem. de TAcad. des Bell. Lettr. 

t XXXV. p. 194 et 271. * Arist. de Rep. lib. 8. c. 5. t. ii. 

p. 455. Id. de Poet. c. % t. ii. p. 653. ^ Quintil. lib. 12. 

c. 10. p. 743. 
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bution of shades^ secrets unknown until our days ; 
they have been wrested from me : the art is in the 
hands of Zeuxis/" 

The latter studied nature* with the same atten^ 
tion that he bestowed on finishing his productions ;^ 
these are resplendent with beauties. In his picture 
of Penelope he seems to have painted the manners 
and character of that princess;'' but in general 
he has been less successful in this particular than 
PolygnotusI** 

Zeuxis accelerated the progress of the art by the 
beauty of his colouring ; Parrhasius, his rivals by 
' the purity and correctness of design/ for he was ac- 
quainted with the science of proportions. Those 
which he gave his gods and heroes appeared so 
happy^ that artists did not hesitate to adopt them, 
and decreed him the name of legislator/ He had 
other titles to their admiration. He shewed them^ 
for the first time^ expressive heads^ mouths em- 
bellished by the graces^ and hair pourtrayed with 
delicacy. 

To these two artists succeeded Timanthes^ 
whose works^ giving us to understand more than 

* Plut, de Glor. Athen. t. ii. p. 346. Plin, lib- 36. c. 9. p. 691. 
Mem. de TAcad. des Bell. Lett t. xxv. p. 195. • Cicr. de 

Invent lib. 2. c. 1. t i. p. 75. Dionys. Halicar^ Vel. Script 
Cens. c. l..t V. p. 417. Plin. ibid. ^'Plut in Per. t i. 

p. 159. "" Plin. ibid. «* Aristot de Poet c 6. t. ii. p. 657. 
« Quinlil. lib. 1«. c. 10. p. 744. Plin. lib. 35. c. 9. p. 691. 
' Quintil, ibid. » Plin. ibid. Mem, de I'Acad. t xix. p. 266 ; 
t XXV. p. 163. 
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they expresB, discover the great artist^ and still 
more the man of wit ; ^ Pamphilus^ who acquired 
such a degree of authority by his merit, as to pro- 
cure schools for drawing, from which slaves were 
excluded, to be established in several of the 
Grecian cities;* Euphranor, who, ever equal to 
himself, excelled in all the branches of painting;^ 
I have known some of these artists, and have since 
learned, that a pupil whom I have seen with Pam- 
philus, named Apelles, has surpassed them all. 

The progress and improvement of sculpture was 
not inferior to that of painting. To prove this, it 
is only necessary to repeat the names of Phidias, 
Polycletus, Alcamenes, Scopas, and Praxiteles. 
The first lived in the time of Pericles. I vfas 
acquainted with the latter. Thus, in less than 
the space of a single century, has this art attained 
0uch a degree of excellence, that the ancient sculp* 
tors would at this day be obliged to blush for their 
productions and their celebrity.* 

If to these different generations of talents we 
add those which preceded them, ascending from 
Pericles to the time of Thales, the most ancient of 
the Grecian philosophers, we shall find that the 
human mind has acquired more in the interval of 
about two hundred years, than in the long succes- 
sion of preceding ages. What powerful hand was 
it that suddenly impressed on it, and still preserves, 

^ Plin. ibid. p. 694. * Plin. lib. 35. c. 9. p. 694. ^ Id. 
ibid. c. 11. p. 703. ' Plat in. Hipp. Maj. t. iii. p. 282. 
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even to our days^ a motion at once so rapid and scy 
productive ? 

I imagine that from time to time^ perhaps even 
in every generation^ Nature scatters over the earth 
a certain portion of talents^ which remain buried 
when nothings contributes to develope them^ and 
awaken us from a profound sleep when one among 
them accidentally opens a new path to fame. 
Those who rush into it firsts divide among them, if 
I may so speak^ the provinces of this new empire : 
these their successors have the merit of cultivating 
and giving law to. But there are limits to the dis- 
coveries of the mind^ as there are to the enterprises 
of conquerors and navigators. The greatest dis- 
coveries intmortalize thoise who have made^ and 
those who have improved them ; till at length men 
of genius, no longer possessing the same resources, 
cease to meet with the same success, and are 
almost reduced to a level with the class of ordinary 
men. 

To this general cause several partial ones must 
be added. At the commencement of the great re- 
volution of which I speak, the philosopher Phe- 
recydes of Scyros, and the historians Cadmus 
and Hecatasus of Miletus, introduced into their 
writings the use of prose," better calculated than 
poetry for the communication of ideas. Towards 



» Plin. lib. 5. c. 29. t. i. p. 278 ; lib. 7. p. 417. Strab. lib, 1. 
p. 18. Suid. in Pherecyd. 
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the sanie period Thales^ Pythagoras^ aild other 
Greeks, brought from Eg;3rpt and the countries of 
the East^ various kinds of science, which they 
taught to their disciples^ Whilst these were silently 
taking root in the schools instituted in Sicily, Italy> 
and on the coasts of Asia, every thing conspired to 
the birth and rapid improvement of the arts. 

Such as depend on the imagination^ are more 
especially destined among the Greeks to the embel-^ 
lishment of their festivals and temples ; they are 
employed likewise to celebrate the heroic acts of 
nations, and the names of the victors in the solemn 
games of Greece. Dispensers of the glory they 
partake^ the Greeks founds after the Persian war^ 
more occasions than formerly to exercise these 
sublime arts. 

Greece, after enjoying for some time a pros- 
perity that increased her power," fell into a state of 
dissension which gave a surprising degree of activity 
to every mind. She beheld wars and victories, 
riches and luxury, artists and monuments, multiply 
at once within her bosom : the festivals became 
more splendid, public spectacles more common; 
the temples were covered with paintings, and the 
environs of Delphi and Olympia with statiJies. On 
the smallest success, piety, or rather national vanity, 
paid a tribute to industry, excited likewise by an 
institution which turned to the advantage of the 

" Diod. Sic. lib. 12. p. 73. 
VOL. I. H H 
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afte. Was a puMic square or edMice to be deco- 
fated;^ several artists treated the same subject: 
tbey exhibited their performances or their plans^ 
and the preference was given to him v?ho united 
the greatest number of public suffrages in his &* 
vour.'' More solemn competitions were instituted 
in favour of painting and music^ at Delpbi^ Corinth^ 
Athens;, and other places. The Grecian cities 
vrhlcfa had known only the rivalry of arms^ now 
became acquainted with that of talents : the greater 
part of them assumed a new appearance^ after the 
example of Athens^ which surpassed them all in 
magnificence. 

Pericles wishing to give employment to a 
people* formidable to their chiefs in the inactivity 
of peace^ resolved to dedicate to the embdiishment 
of the city a great part of the contributions 
famished by the allies to support the Per«ian war^ 
and which had been hitherto kept in reserve in the 
citadel. He represented that, by throwing this 
wealth into circulation^ it would procure to the 
nation an abundance for the present moment and 
immortal glory in futurity ."> The shops of artists 
and tbe public places were instantly filled with an 
infinite number of labourers and mechanics^ whose 
exertions were directed by intelligent masters^ after 
the designs of Phidias. These works, which a 

^ Plin. lib. 36. c. 5. t. ii. p. 725. p Plut. in Per. t. i. p- 158. 
Ud.ibid. p. 159. 
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great empire would scarcely have ventured to un- 
dertake^ and which seemed to require a long space 
of time for their execution, were completed by a 
little republic, in a very few years, under the 
administration of a single man, without either 
suffering in their elegance or solidity by such asto- 
nishing diligence. They cost about three thousand 
talents/* 

While these works were carrying on, Pericles 
was reproached by his enemies vnth dissipating the 
money of the state. '' Are you of opinion/' said 
he one day to the general assembly, '' that the 
expense is too great ?'' '' Par too great,*' answered 
some persoA. '' Well then,'* replied he, '' I will 
take it entirely on myself, and inscribe my name on 
these edifices.'* '' No, no," exclaimed the people, 
*' let them be erected at the expense of the trea- 
sury; and spare nothing for their completion."* 

A taste for the arts began to introduce itself 
among a small number of citizens ; that for paint- 
ings and statues among the rich. The dazzled 
multitude judge of the power of a state by its 
magnificence; hence that respect for artists who 
distinguished themselves by a happy boldness. 
Some laboured gratuitously for the republic, and 
had honours decreed them ;^ others there were who 
enriched themselves either by teaching pupils,"" or 

^ Tbucyd. lib. % c. 13. ♦ See note VIII. at the end of 

the volume. ' Plut. in Per. t. i. p. 160. * Plin. lib. 35. 

c. 9. p. 691. Suid. et Harpocr. in Polygn. " Plin. ibid. p. 694. 

hh2 
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exacting a tribute from those who came to their 
workshops to admire their masterly productions/ 
Several of them, elated with the general approba- 
tion^ found a still more flattering recompense in 
the consciousness of their superiority^ and in the 
homage they themselves rendered to their abilities ; 
nor did they blush to inscribe on their pictures^ '^ It 
will be easier to criticise than to imitate/'^ Zeuxis 
acquired such great wealthy that towards the end of 
his life he made presents of his p^ntings, affirming 
that nobody was rich enough to pay their vaJue/ 
Parrhasius had such an exalted opinion of himself 
as to lay claim to a divine origin/ To the intoxi- 
cation of their pride was added that of the public 
admiration. 

Though letters were cultivated more early^ and 
with greater success^ than the arts^ it may be as^ 
serted that, excepting poetry, they received less 
encouragement from the Greeks. Eloquence and 
history were held in great estimation, because the 
former was necessary to the discussion of their 
interests, and the latter to the gratification of their 
vanity ; but the other branches of literature owe 
their improvement rather to the vigour of the soil, 
than to any protection of the government. In 
several cities we find schools for the athletes main^ 
tained at the public expense; but no where any 

» iEUan. Var. Hist lib. 4. c. 1% ^ Plin. lib. 35. c. 9. 

p. 691. Pint, de Glor. Atheo. t. ii. p. 346. * PUd. ibid. 

• Id. ibid. p. 694. 
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permanent institutions for the exercises of the 
mind. It is but lately that the study of arithmetic 
and geometry has constituted a part of education^ 
and that the doctrines of natural philosphy have 
ceased to be an object of aversion and alarm. 
Under Pericles^ philosophical researches were 
rigorously proscribed by the Athenians;^ and^ whilst 
soothsayers frequently received an honourable pub- 
lic maintenance in the prytaneum/ the philosopher^ 
scarcely ventured to confide their opinions to their 
most faithful disciples. Nor were they more fa- 
vourably received among other nations. Every 
where objects of hatred or contempt, they escaped 
from the fury of fanaticism only by holding truth in 
captivity, and from the virulence of envy by a 
voluntary or constrained poverty. Though more 
tolerated at present, they are still so closely watched, 
that, on the smallest offence, philosophy would ex- 
perience a repetition of all the persecution it has 
formerly suffered. 

Prom these reflections we may conclude, first, 
that the Greeks have always honoured the talents 
subservient to their pleasures, more than those 
which contribute to their instruction ; secondly, 
that natural have had more influence than moral 
causes in the progress of letters, ^and moral more 
than natural in that of the arts ; and thirdly, that 

^ Plut. in Per. t. i. p. 169. *= Schol. Aristoph. in. Nub. 

V. 338. 
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the Athenians are not justified in arrogating to 
themselves the origin^ or at least the perfecting^ of 
the arts and sciences.* Falsely do they flatter 
themselves that they have opened and pointed out 
to other nations the glorious paths of immortaUty;^ 
Nature iloes not seem to have distinguished them 
from, the other Greeks in the distribution of her 
fevours. They have indeed invented the drama; 
they have produced celebrated orators^ two or three 
historians^ and a very small number of paint^^, 
sculptors^ and able architects; but in almost all 
these branches the rest of Greece may produce a 
multitude of illustrious names to dispute their claim. 
I do not even know whether the climate of Atticia 
be so favourable to the productions of genius as 
that of Ionia and Sicily. 

Athens is not so much the birth-place as the re- 
sidence of great talents. Her riches enable her to 
employ them^ and her knowledge to appreciate their 
value : the magnificence of her festivals^ the mild- 
ness of her laws, the number and complacent cha- 
racter of her inhabitants^ might alone attract within 
her walls men eager to acquire fame^ who must 
have a theatre for their exertions — must have rivals 
and judges. 

Pericles attached such men to him by the su- 
periority of his influence ; Aspasia^ by the charms 
of her conversation ; and botb^ by a discerning es- 

^ Isocr. Paneg. t. i. p. 138. ' Atben. Deipnos. lib. 6. c 3. 

p. 250. 
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teem. Aspasia can be compared only with herself. 
The Greeks were still less astonished at her beauty 
than her eloquence^ and the solidity and elegance 
of her understanding. Socrates^ Alcibiades^ men of 
letters, the most celebrated artists, and the most 
amiable of the Athenians of either sex, assembled 
around this extraordinary woman, who commanded 
the respect of all, and conversed in ajl their lan- 
guages. 

This society was the model of those which have 
been since formed. The love of letters, arts, and 
pleasures, which connects all men, and confounds 
distinctions, rendered sensible the merit of a delicacy 
in language and manners. Such as had received 
from Nature the gift of pleasing, exerted every en- 
deavour to please; and this desire embellished 
talents with new graces. The tone of good com- 
pany was soon distinguishable. This, as it is partly 
founded on arbitrary conventions, and supposes a 
degree of refinement and tranquillity of mind, was^ 
long in purifying, and could never find its way into 
all ranks of society. In a word, that politeness 
which at first was only the expression of esteem, 
insensibly degenerated into dissimulation ; every 
one was careful to lavish attentions upon others, 
that he might receive still greater in return, and to 
flatter their self-love, that they might not wound 
his own. 
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NoTB I.— Pagb 195. 
On the Dialects made use of by Homer. 

HoMSR frequently employs the different dialects of Greece ; and 
this has been imputed to him as a faalt« It is, say these critics^ 
as if a French writer were to lay under contribution the dialects 
of Languedoc, of Picardy, and other local idioms. The reproach 
is apparently well founded. But how is it possible to imagine 
that Homer, endowed with the readiest and most fertile genius, 
should have allowed himself to take liberties, on which the most 
inconsiderable poets would not venture ; and have dared to create, 
in order to facilitate his versification, a fantastic language, with 
which not only posterity, but even his own age, however ignorant 
we may suppose it, must have been disgusted ? It is more na- 
tural therefore to conclude that he made use of the usual language 
of his time. 

Among the ancient inhabitttnis of Greece, the same letters 
signified, sounds more or less aspirated, or more or less open ; 
the same words had several terminations, and were variously 
modified. The^e undoubtedly were irregularities, but such as 
are common enough in the infancy of languages, and such as 
might well have subsisted for a long time among the Greeks, 
from the frequency of emigrations. When these tribes of people 
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"were completely settled, oertaio modes of speech became peculiar 
to certain districts ; and it was at this period that language was 
divided into dialects, which of themselves were susceptible of 
subdivisions. The frequent variations words have undergone, 
as we see in the most ancient monuments of our own language, 
give us reason to presume that the same thing has happened in 
the language of Greece. 

To this general reason we must add another, relative to 
the country in which Homer wrote. The Ionian colony, 
which, two centuries before the birth of that poet, went to 
settle on the coasts of Asia Minor under Neleus, the son of 
Codrus, was in a great measure composed of lonians from 
Peloponnesus ; but they were joined likewise by a number of 
the inhabitants of Thebes, Phocis, and some other countries of 
Greece, (a) 

It a[^)ears to me probable, therefore, that the language 
used by Homer was formed from a mixture of the respective 
idioms of these emigrants with those of the Cohans and 
other Greek colonies bordering on Ionia; but that at Jengtb, 
by the progressive alterations common to ali hinguages, some 
dialects were circumscribed within certain cities, and assumed 
more distinct characters, retaining, nevertheless, varieties sufficient 
to attest the ancient confusion. And in (act, Herodotus, who 
wrote four hundred years after Homer, (6) admits four subdivi- 
sions in the dialect then spoken in Ionia, (c) 



Note II. — Page 211. 

On Efimemdes, 

Evert thing relative to Epimenides is full of obscurity. 
Some ancient authors make him come to Athens about the 



(a) Pausan, lib. 7. c 3. p. 528. (4) Herodot. lib. 2. c. 53. (c) Id. 

lib. 1. c. 143. 
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year 600 before Christ. Plato is the only one who refers the 
date of this journey to the year 500 before the same »ra. (d) 
This difficulty has perplexed the modem critics. It has been 
said that the text of Plato was corrupted; but this does not 
appear to have been the case. It has likewise been said that 
there were two persons of the name of Epimenides; but 
this supposition is destitute of probability. In fine, after some 
ancient authors, who make Epimenides live 154, 157, nay 
even 209 years, some have ventured to advance that he came 
twice to Athens ; the first time at the age of forty, and the 
Second at that of one hundred and fifty, (e) It is, indeed, 
possible that this may be true ; but it is still more so that Plato 
was mistaken. For further satisfaction the reader may consult 
Fabricius. (/) 

NoTB III.— .Pagb MS. 

On the Authority of Fathen of Athene 

When we see Solon depriving fathers of the power of selling 
their children, as they had formerly done, we can with dif- 
ficulty believe that he allowed them to put them to death, as 
several ancient writers, posterior to that legislator, have as- 
serted, (g) I should rather be inclined to credit the testimony 
of Dionysius of Halicarnassus, who, in his Roman Antiqui- 
ties, (K) observes, that by the laws of Solon, Pittacus, and 
Charondas, the Greeks only permitted fathers to disinherit 
their children, or expel them their houses, without suffering 
them to inflict any severer punishments. If the Greeks 
afterwards gave a greater extent to the paternal power, it is 
to be presumed that they borrowed the idea from the Roman 
laws. 



{d) Plat, de Leg. lib. 1. 1 ii. p. 641. («) Corsin. Fast. Attic, t. ill. p. 

72. if) Fabric. Btbl. Grsec. L i. p. 36 et 508. Bracker. Histor. Crit. 

Philos. t. i. p. 419. (js) Sezt Empir. Pyrrhon. Hypot. lib. 3. c. ^. p. 180. 
Heliod. iEUiiop. lib. 1. p. 24. Vid. Meurs. Them. Attic. lib. 1. cap. % 
(A) DioDjs. Halic. Ub. 2. c. 26. p. 292. 
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Note iv.— Page 350. 

On the Sang of Harmodius and AriaiogUon. 

Athena'us (t) has given us one of the songs composed in honour 
of Harmodius and Aristogiton, which M. de la Nauze (k) has 
thus translated : 

** I will wear my sword covered with myrtle branches, like 
Harmodius and Aristogiton, when they slew the tyrant, and 
established equality of laws in Athens. ^ 

''Beloved Harmodius! thou art not dead: they say thou 
livest in the islands of the blessed, where are the swift-footed 
Achillesy and Diomed the valiant son of Tideus. 

*' I will wear my sword covered with myrtle branches, like 
Harmodius and Aristogiton, when they slew the tyrant Hipparchus 
at the festival of the Panathensea. 

'' May your glory be eternal, beloved Harmodius, beloved 
Aristogiton! since you have slain the tyrant, and established 
equality of laws in Athens !" 

Note v.— Page ^5. 

On the Treasures of (he Kings of Persia^ 

We see, by what is said in the text, the reason why Alex- 
ander found such vast sums accumulated in the treasuries of 
Persepolis, Susa, Pasagarda, &c. (I) I doubt, notwithstanding, 
whether we should give credit to Justin, when he says, (m) that, 
after the conquest of Persia, Alexander annually drew three 
hundred thousand talents from his new subjects, which would 
make about sixteen hundred and twenty millions of French livres 
(or sixty-seven millions and a half sterling). 

(i) Athen. lib. 15. c. 15. p. 695. (k) Mem. de 1* Acad. dei. Bell. Lettr. 

^ 10. p. 337. (0 Arrian. lib. 3. c. 16. p. 128. lb. c. 18. p. 131. Qoint 

Curt. lib. 5. cap. 6. Diod. Sic. lib. 17. p. 544. Plat in Alex. t. L p. 686. 
(m)Jusliii. lib. 13.C.1. 
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NoTB vi. — Page 290. 

On the Bridges of Boats hvUt over the HellespoTit by order of 

Xerxes, 

TuB8B two bridges began at Abydos, and terminated a little 
below SestOB. It is now known, that this passage, which 
is the narrbweAt part of the strait, is only about 375^ toises 
(or 800 yards) wide. As the length of the bridges is said to 
have been seven stadia^ M. d'Anville has from thence in- 
ferred, that these stadia were only 51 toises (108| yards) 
each, (n) 



Note vii.— Page 303. 

On the Number of Ch-edan troops under the Command of 
LeonidOs at Thermopylae 

I SHALL now lay before the reader the estimates of Herodotus, 
lib. 7. cap. 202; of Pausaniias, lib. 10. cap. 20. page 845; and 
of Diodorus, lib. ll. p. 4. 

TROOPS OF PBLOPONNESUS. 



According to Hendohu^ 

SpartaxiB 300 

TegeataB 500 

Mandneaxu 500 

Oichomenians 1^ 

Arcadians 1000 

Corinthians 400 

Fhlitintians 200 

Mydeneans 80 



Total.. 



.3100 



According to Pausanias. 

Spartans 300 

TegeatiB 500 

Mantmeans 500 

Orchomenians .... liSO 

Arcadians 1000 

Corinthians 400 

Fhliuntians 200 

Myceneans 80 



Total.. 



.3100 



According to Diodonu, 

Spartans 300 

I^edaemonians... 700 



Other States of) ^^^ 
Peloponnesus) ^'^'^ 



Total.. 



.4000 



OTHRR STATES OF GREECE. 



Thespians 700 

Thebans 400 

Phodans 1000 

Opuntian-Locrians. 



Total.. 



.5200 



Thespians 700 

Thebans 400 

Phocians 1000 

Locrians 6000 



Total 11,200 



Milesians 1000 

Thebans 400 

Phocians 1000 

Locrians 1000 



Total.. 



.7400 



(fi) Mem. de I'Acad. des Bell. Lettr. t. xxviil. p. 334. 
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Thus, according to Herodotus, the cities of Peloponnesus fur- 
nished 3100 soldiers, the Thespians 700, the Thebans 400, the 
PhOcians 1000 ; total 5200, without reckoning the Opuntian-Lo- 
criansy who marched in a body. 

Pausanias follows, for the other nations, the calculation of He- 
rodotus, and conjectures that the Locrians amounted to 6000 ; 
which gives a total of 1 1 ,200 men. 

According to Diodorus, Leonidas repaired to lliennopylae at 
the head of 4000 men, among whom were 300 Spartans, and 
700 Lacedaemonians. He adds, that this body was soon rein- 
forced by 1000 Milesians, 400 Thebans, 1000 Locrians, and al- 
most an equal number of Phocians; total 7400 men. On the 
other hand, Justin (o) and other authors say, that Leonidas had 
but 4000 men. 

Theae doubts would perhaps vanish, if we had all the iascrip* 
tions which were engraved, after the battle, on five columns 
erected at ThermopylaB.(p) We still have that of the augur 
Megistias; (q) but this throws no light on the subject: the others 
were consecrated to the soldiers of the different nations. On that 
of the Spartans, it is said, they were 300; on another, it was in- 
scribed, that 4000 soldiers of Peloponnesus had fought against ' 
three millions of Persians, (r) That of the Locrians is quoted by 
Strabo, who does not give us the particulars : (s) the number of 
their soldiers must have been on iL We have not the last, which 
was doubtless for the Thespians; for it could not be either 
for the Phocians, who did not fight, or the Thebans, who 
had gone over to Xerxes when these monuments wer& 
erected. 

The following are a few reflections to reconcile the preceding 
estimates: 

1. It is evident that Justin relied solely on the inscription in 
honour of the nations of Peloponnesus, when he allows only 4000 
men to Leonidas. / 

(o) Jastin. lib. 2. cap. 11. (p) Strab. lib. 9. p. 430. (q) Herodot lib. 
7. cap. 228. (r) Id. ibid. («) Slrab. ibid. 

4 
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2. Herodotus does not fix the number of the Locrians. It 
is only by a slight conjecture that Pausanias makes it amount 
to 6000. In the first place, Strabo may be opposed to him, 
who positively says, (() that Leonidas received from the 
neighbouring nations only a small number of soldiers ; and, 
next, Diodorus Siculus, who, in his estimate, allows only 1000 
Locrians. 

3. In the enumeration of these troops, Diodorus has omitted 
the Thespians, {u) though he makes mention of them in the 
course of his narration ; (x) instead of the Thespians, he reckons 
1000 Milesians* No people of this name are known on the 
continent of tireece. Paulmier (y) is of opinion, that we should 
substitute the name of Malians for that of Milesians. These 
Malians had at first submitted to Xerxes; (z) and, as we might 
be surprised at seeing them united with the Greeks, Paulmier 
supposes, from a passage of Herodotus, (a) that they did not 
declare openly for the Persians until after the fight at Tber- 
mopylas. Is it, however, to be presumed, that, inhabiting, as 
they did, an open country, they would have dared to take 
up arms against a powerful nation, to which they had sworii 
obedience? It is much more probable, that, in the afiair of 
ThermopylsB, they furnished succours neither to the Greeks 
nor Persians ; but that, after the battle, they sent some ships 
to join the fleet of the latter. By whatever means this error 
has crept into the text of Diodorus, I am inclined to think 
that, instead of 1000 Milesians, we should read 700 Thes- 
pians. 

4. Diodorus adds ' 700 Lacedemonians to the 300 Spar* 
tans; and his testimony is clearly confirmed by that of Iso- 
crates, (h) Herodotus does not mention them, perhaps from , 
their not beginning their march till after Leonidas. I have, 
Jiowever, thought it right to admit them. Independent of 

(0 Strab. lib. 9. p. ,429. (u) Diod. lib. 11. p. 5. (x) Id. ibid. p. 8. 
(y) Palmer. Ezercit. p. 106. (>) Diod. lib. 11. p. 3. (a) Herodot. Ub. 8. 
cap. 66. (b) Isocr. in Paoeg. t. i. p. 164; etin Archid. t. ii. p. 63. 
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the authorities of Diodorus and Isocrates^ we kaoW that the 
Spartans seldom took the field without being accompamed by a 
body of Lacedaemonians. It is also certain that the dtibs of 
Peloponnesus furnished 4000 men: this number was clearly 
expressed in the inscription placed upon their tomb ; yet Hero- 
dotus reckons only 3100, not thinking it necessary to mention 
the 700 Lacedemonians, who, according to all appearance, 
joined Leonidas at ThermopylsB. 

To conclude these remarks — Herodotus carries the number of 
the combatants to 6200 ; and if we add, on the one hand, 700 
Lacedemonians, and, on the other, the Locrians, whose number 
he has not specified, and who are stated by Diodorus only at 
1000, we shall have 6900 men. 

Pausanias reckons 11,200 men ; and if we add the 700 Lace- 
demonians he has omitted, after the example of Herodotus^ 
we shall have 11,000. Let us reduce, with Diodorus, the 
6000 Locrians to 1000, and we shall have a total of 6900' 
men. 

The calculation of Diodorus gives us 7400 men. If we 
change the 1000 Milesians into 700 Thespians, we shall have 
7100: on the whole, therefore, we may say, that Leonidas had 
with him about 7000 men. 

It appears by Herodotus, (c) that the Spartans, according to 
custom, were accompanied by Helots. Ancient authors have not 
comprised them in their estimates ; And possibly they did not 
exceed the number of 300. 

When Leonidas learned that the enemy were attempting to 
turn his army, he sent back the greater part of his troops, retain- 
ing only the Spartans, the Thespians, and Thebans, which 
formed a nominal body of 1400 men ; but the greater part had 
perished in the first attacks ; and if we may credit Diodorus, (d) 
Leonidas had no more than 500 soldiers when he determined to 
attack the Persian camp. 

(c) Herodot. lib. 7. cap. 229 ; et lib. 8. cap. 25. (<Q Diod. 1U>. 11. 

p. 8. 9. 
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Note viii. — Page 449. 

On the Sums expended on the Public Edifices erected hy order of 

Pericles. 

Thucydides (e) gives us to understand, that they amounted 
to 3700 talents ; in which calculation he comprises not only the 
expence of the Propylaea, and otlier edifices built by order of 
Pericles, but that of the siege of Potidaea: This siege, says he 
elsewhere, (/) cost 2000 talents; there would therefore only 
remain 1700 for the works undertaken by the direction of Peri^ 
cles. But an ancient author {g) reports that the Propylsea alone 
cost 2912 talente. 

To resolve this difficulty, let us observe, that Thucydides has 
only given us the state of the Athenian finances for the precise 
time when the Peloponnesian war was determined on ; that the 
siege of Potidoa was then scarcely begun ; that it lasted two 
years : and that the historian, in the former passage, spoke only 
of the first expences of the siege. Supposing that they then 
amounted to 700 talents, we will appropriate the remaining 3000 
to the buildings with which Pericles embellished the city. 3000 
talents, at 5400 livres each talent, make 16,200,000 livres (or 
675,000/. sterling) ; but as, in the time of Pericles, the talent 
might be worth 300 livres more, we shall have 17,100,000 livres, 
or 712,500/. sterling. 

(«) Thucyd. lib. «. c. 1 3. (/) Id. ibid, c 70. (g) Heliod. ap. 

Harpocr. et Suid. or^OX. 
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